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The feast considered to be the first Thanksgiving took place in the Plymouth colony in 1621. It was referred to
at the time as “The Harvest Celebration of 1621” rather than “Thanksgiving,” although regular feast of
thanksgiving were held throughout the Colonial era. Various dates of the modern-day Thanksgiving holiday
had been declared since then and were celebrated by individual states, but it wasn’t until 1863 when President
Abraham Lincoln declared the last Thursday in November as a day of Thanksgiving, and the holiday as we
know it stuck.9
Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to gather with family and friends and reflect on the blessings of the last year.
Many of us experience renewed hope and faith during the Thanksgiving holiday because we turn our eyes onto
what is important. This year’s celebration may look a little different. Your heart may be aching for family
members that cannot visit or for the loss of a loved one. God wants to meet us in our pain and disappointments.
Through prayers of thanks and gratitude, we are able to experience the true meaning of thanksgiving.
Debi and I want to wish each and everyone a most Happy Thanksgiving as we enter this holiday season. If you
will be traveling over the holidays to visit family and friends, we pray that you will have a very safe and
enjoyable trip.
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Greetings My Fellow Compatriots
After 18 months of Covid related lockdown, I am thrilled to see more and more of our Chapter Compatriots,
DAR Daughters, and friends starting to get out and attend our Chapter meetings. I offer my heartfelt
appreciation to all those that have attended both our October and November meetings and look forward to
seeing even greater participation at our future meetings.
Our Patriotic/Linage societies are more important than ever given the overall social unrest, questionable
domestic/international policies and the unceasing assaults on our Nation’s core values! We must continue our
mission to promote the vision of our Founding Fathers, who also faced many hardships including oppression,
domestic uncertainty, war, and disease.
It is especially critical that we promote the values on which the United States, SAR and DAR were founded to
assure that our public educational systems deliver a complete and accurate history of the founding of our Nation
to our youth. Together we must resist elements in our society who wish to rewrite history to fit either a political
agenda or partisan narrative, and to make it clear that the freedom we all enjoy comes at a great price and is
easily lost. I thank all Compatriots, DAR Daughters, and related patriotic organizations for their support in
promoting patriotism in all areas of our community.
As I mentioned last month, our 2022 SAR dues are now due and must be paid by 15 Nov in order for us to meet
our Chapter deadline back to our state society. We are approximately 50% complete with our dues payments at
this time and I would encourage those who have not submitted their dues payments to our Chapter Secretary,
Jim Stone, to do so as soon as possible. It will make his job a lot easier as he prepares our Chapter End of Year
Report for submission back to our State Secretary.
Our Chapter will also be nominating and electing our new Chapter officers for the upcoming 2022 timeframe at
our December 8th meeting. If anyone is interested in getting more involved with our chapter, this is a great way
to accomplish that goal. We need someone who is willing to step up and take over the responsibilities of our
Sergeant-at-Arms. Compatriot Jeff Brunelle has asked to be relieved of this responsibility due to other
commitments at the State level and he is willing to assist anyone who may be interested in taking over this
position within our chapter. This is a great opportunity to get involved with many of our chapter activities
within the community. If interested, please contact Compatriot Brunelle for more information and details
concerning this position.
Our next Chapter Meeting will be on Wednesday, Dec 8th at the Edison’s Lab Restaurant. Our guest speaker for
this meeting will ne Marcea Oetting as Abigail Adams on the Constitution. The menu for the meeting will be
Sliced Pork Loin, Smashed Sweet Potatoes and Green Bean Casserole with German Chocolate Cake for dessert.
Debi and I send our best wishes and look forward to seeing you again very soon.
Hampton (Hamp) Allen
President, Caloosa Chapter
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2021-2022 Chapter CalendaR
Wednesday – Dec 8, 2021 – 11:45am – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Caloosa Chapter Meeting – New Chapter Officer Elections
Program: Abigail on the Constitution presented by Marcea Oetting

Wednesday – Jan 12, 2022 – 11:45am –Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Caloosa Chapter Meeting – New Officer Installation—FLSSAR President Bernard Wolff

Tuesday – Feb 22, 2022 – 5:45pm – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Caloosa Chapter Meeting – Washington’s Birthday – The Washington’s (Bill & Cara Elder)

Wednesday – Mar 9, 2022 – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Caloosa Chapter Meeting – Program: The Regulators & The Battle of Alamance presented by Alan
Lane

Saturday – Apr 16, 2022 – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Caloosa Chapter Meeting – Youth Program Awards – Program: The Children of the American
Revolution will be speaking to our Chapter.

Wednesday – May 11, 2022 – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Caloosa Chapter Meeting – First Responder Awards – Program: Blacks in the Revolution presented by
Dr Roger Smith
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Our Meeting place
The Edison Lab Restaurant
2431 Cleveland Ave, Fort Myers, FL 33901
(On U.S. 41 South, near Lee Memorial Hospital)

Wednesday, December 8, 2021
Annual Business Meeting
New Chapter Officer Elections

Menu:
Sliced Pork Loin, Smashed Sweet Potatoes, and Green Bean Casserole
Dessert: German Chocolate Cake

The gathering will begin at 11:45 a.m.
Cost for the dinner is $25.00 per person paid at the link below by PayPal or Credit Card

Please RSVP for meetings to: https://caloosasar.org/our-chapter/meetings/
NOTE: To minimize transmission of the virus, we encourage that all
reservations and payments be made at the above link.

Mask Policy for The Holiday Inn
"The staff will be wearing masks whenever in the banquet room/restaurant. It is at your guest’s
discretion whether they want to wear masks or not. The hotel requires masks whenever in the lobby or
public areas, however. most events we have had lately the guests have worn masks until they eat and
then they usually leave the masks off after."
Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country
who are visiting our area. Please note that wives are welcome to attend.
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ExCom Meeting Highlight
Caloosa Chapter Executive Committee Minutes, FLSSAR
Edison’s Lab Restaurant, Fort Myers
October 5, 2021

Attendance: President Hamp Allen, Vice President/Historian Tom Thompson, Treasurer/Sergeant-at-Arms Jeff
Brunelle, Registrar Chris Jenner, Genealogist Ron Peck, Member-at-large Bob McGuire, and
Secretary/Immediate Past President James Stone.
The meeting was called to order at11:30 AM by President Allen.
The Invocation was offered by Secretary Stone.
The Minutes of the May 4, 2021, ExCom were approved without objection.
The Treasurer reported that at the end of September there was $6449.22 in the checking account and
$97,646.68 in the Vanguard Trust Account.
The Registrar reported that one new member had recently been approved by National and two more have
been submitted for approval.
The meeting was adjourned without objection at 12:49 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
James D. Stone
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Officers for 2021
President
Hampton E. Allen

Past President & Secretary
James D. Stone

Genealogist – Dr. Ronald L. Peck

Vice President & Historian
Thomas J. Thompson Esq.

Treasurer & Sergeant-At-Arms
Jeffrey F. Brunelle

Chaplain – Rev. Dwight D. Elam

Registrar – Christopher J. Jenner

Past President & Member-at-Large
LTC Robert W. McGuire, Jr.

Caloosa Chapter is now on YouTube.
October 2020 meeting: https://youtu.be/pgJ_uPPO-To
December 2020 meeting: https://youtu.be/qDxp0iv3E9g
January 2121 meeting: https://youtu.be/PUys2AJ_rF0
February 2121 meeting https://youtu.be/LvSmXqJqaak
March 2121 meeting: https://youtu.be/9LqB5UjxE-Q
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Chapter MEETING 13 NOV 2021

During our meeting on Saturday, Nov 13th, we had an opportunity to present Compatriot Brunelle with his approved
Supplemental Certificate, and Compatriot Albert Myers with a Certificate of Appreciation. Chaplain Dwight Elam
presented a Salute to Veterans. We also observed the Missing Man Table. Compatriot Brunelle donated a 250th
Anniversary Flag which we will celebrate in 2026.
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is
named in honor of Henry Lee III, a
Virginia patrician (and father of
Confederate General Robert E. Lee)
who became a captain in a Virginia
dragoon detachment at the outbreak of
the Revolutionary War. In 1778, he
was promoted to Major and given
command of a mixed corps of cavalry
and infantry known as Lee’s Legion.
During this period, he earned the
sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one
of the best-known in the Continental Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was
given authorization to form a formal Legionary Corps. Many of the best
soldiers from other units either volunteered or were specially invited to join its
ranks. In 1780, Lee was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and on January 1, 1781, the Legion was re-designated
as the 2nd Partisan Corps, organized with 3 troops of horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was assigned to General
Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater.

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color Guardsmen
provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety of uniforms
and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions about the
American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to meetings and
events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution era clergymen.
The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional and National
celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman.

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light
Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at: mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com.
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SAR Education Center and Museum Liberty Tree Campaign
We need your help to educate, inform, and inspire the public for generations to come.
We will celebrate the 250th Anniversary of American Independence in 2026. Is there a more fitting tribute to
those who secured the liberties we enjoy than to share their story? Help ensure that the SAR Education Center
and Museum is completed in time for the celebration.

The SAR Foundation, Inc. asks you to support the SAR Education Center and Museum through The Liberty
Tree Campaign. While few of us can make a $1,000 gift without pause, you could, budget monthly support of
$25 save American’s history? Think of it as a utility bill, but instead of water, gas or cable TV, you’ll be
helping to the SAR.

The Liberty Tree Campaign has four levels.
Bronze – A $1,250 gift ($25 monthly)
Silver- A $2,500 gift ($50 monthly)
Gold – A $25,000 gift ($500 monthly)

Donors receive a lapel pin like the one pictured above. Donors at the Gold Level will be recognized with an
appropriate naming opportunity in the SAR Education Center and Museum. Call Phil Bloyd in the SAR
Foundation Office at (502) 315-1777 to pledge to the Liberty Tree Campaign today!
For those who need to hold onto their cash, the Founders Circle allows Compatriots to remember the SAR in
their estate. Call Bloyd for assistance.
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Web Page

Compatriot Jeffrey F. Brunelle is the Caloosa Chapter Webmaster and the website is
available at https://caloosasar.org/. It is also available through a link on the Florida Society
web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” tab, then “Caloosa.” You may also
be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage:
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise
Store. The webpage is continuously being updated and has added features.

Chapter Facebook Page
Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current
activities. The following link to the page can be entered into your web
browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to
click on the link).
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering
Chapter programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot
Albert within a few days of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes
email submission of photos and information. Send it to caloosasar@aemyers.net

The Official Pledge to the S.A.R.
We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice,
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our
Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe.

Recessional
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Right s, an independent Supreme Court and a
nation of free men.
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