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Volume XVI Issue V        Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution 

Newsletter                    May 2021 

– Newsletter Editor 

                    

Liberty Tree Dedication – Charlotte County 

The Caloosa Color Guard augmented by Color Guard members from 5 other SAR Chapters which included members 

from the Charlotte Chapter, Naples Chapter, Saramana Chapter, Tampa Chapter and the Clearwater Chapter.  We had a 

total of 13 members in the Color Guard to include a member of the Hickory Bluff Chapter NSDAR who carried their 

Chapter Flag as part of the Color Guard.  The oldest member of our Color Guard was Compatriot Bob Haff from the 

Charlotte Chapter who is a 97 year old World War 2 veteran. 

In 1765, colonist in Boston staged the first act of defiance against the British government at the Liberty Tree as it became 

known.  The tree became a rallying point for the growing resistance to the rule of Britain over the American colonies, and 

the ground surrounding the tree became known as Liberty Hall.  On August 14, 1765, a band of discontented merchants 

and artisans hung an effigy in the tree to protest the Stamp Act.  The Liberty Tree became a familiar symbol of the 

American Revolution as colonists in other towns soon began naming their own Liberty Tree.  The original Liberty Tree 

was felled in August of 1775 but the spirit of the Liberty Tree lived on and is still celebrated by our SAR Society today as 

a symbol of our freedom and liberation from British rule over the United States of America. 

I have also included the news article written by Compatriot Bob McGuire in the newsletter which we hope to see 

published in both the State and National Color Guard Magazines on pages 7-9 of this newsletter 

CALOOSA 
PATRIOT
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Greetings My Fellow Compatriots 

On Wednesday, October 13th, we held our first meeting of our new meeting season at the Edison’s Lab Restaurant in Fort 

Myers with a total attendance of 19 which include two new members who were inducted into our Chapter.  I am hopefully 

that our meeting attendance will continue to grow as we process thru the year as more of our members are starting to feel 

comfortable about getting out and about now.  We have a number of interesting programs scheduled for our future 

meetings which will be outlined latter in this newsletter. 

We had a rather quiet summer break but things started gearing up in September with the DAR Constitution Luncheon 

which was held on Saturday, 18 September at the Palmetto Pines Country Club in Cape Coral with our Caloosa Color 

Guard presenting the Colors for this event.  This was quickly followed up with the FSSDAR Fall Forum which was 

conducted in Orlando 24-25 Sept where we had representation to staff the SAR Information Table which is always a big 

draw from the Fall Forum attendees.  We gathered a number of leads on several potential new SAR members for our State 

Society.  This was followed a week later by our FLSSAR Fall BOM in Kissimmee where our chapter was well 

represented.  It was a smaller turnout than normal and I believe Caloosa probably had the largest chapter attendance there. 

There were several interesting breakout sessions presented to include a meeting of the Society of 1812 which was hosted 

by Compatriot Bob McGuire on Saturday Friday afternoon. 

 

There was a lot of discussion about the upcoming 2023 National Congress which the Florida Society will be hosting in 

Orlando in July 2023.  As time grows closer, I am sure that we will see a number of things coming out that may require 

both Chapter and Compatriot participation.  Our Chapter has been assigned the task of Congress Registration which will 

require quite a few of us to assist Chaplain Dwight Elam, who is the Congress Registration Committee Chair.  I would 

hope that as many of you that can try plan and attend this Congress at least for the first couple of days to help and assist 

with the Congress Registration.  They are expecting somewhere between 400 to 600 attendees for our Florida Congress so 

it will be a very busy first couple of days at this event.  The 2022 National Congress will be held in Savannah, GA 10-15 

July 2022 which a number of us in the Chapter already signed up to attend with some of us working to assist the Georgia 

Society in their efforts to host this Congress.  If anyone is interested in attend this congress, the hotel registration 

information can be found on their state website by googling Georgia SAR. 

 

As I mentioned in our last newsletter, our 2022 dues are now due and our Secretary Jim Stone has already sent out 

the new dues invoices which are due prior to November 15.  I would encourage you to reply promptly with your 

dues payments.  This will allow him ample time to complete and file our Chapter Annual Report to State prior to their 

established deadline.  Our current chapter membership is about 111 members at this point which has remained fairly 

constant even with some members moving away from the area while we have also been receiving new members into the 

chapter.  At our Oct 13th meeting we inducted 2 new members and currently we are expecting to induct about 4 or 5 more 

at our Nov 13th meeting. 

 

The December meeting will be our regularly scheduled Annual Meeting where we will elect our new Chapter Officers for 

the year 2022.  If anyone is interested in seeking one of the Chapter offices, please contact our Chapter Secretary Jim 

Stone as the Chair of our Nominating Committee.  We have three positions within the Chapter that we need to fill.  One 

being the Newsletter Editor and another being our Sergeant-At-Arms, who has asked to be relieved due to other 

commitments.  We are also looking for someone to replace our Color Guard Commander Bob McGuire.  Bob has 

expressed his desire to be replaced as the Color Commander.  His original plan was to step down in December of 2021, 

however, due to his current health issues. 

 

Debi and I send our best wishes and look forward to seeing you again very soon. 

Hampton (Hamp) Allen 

President, Caloosa Chapter 
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2021-2022 Chapter Calendar 
 

Saturday -- Nov 13, 2021 -- 11:45am – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
 Caloosa Chapter Meeting – Program:  TBD due to Cancellation of our Speaker due to a family 

emergency. 

 

Wednesday – Dec 8, 2021 – 11:45am – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
 Caloosa Chapter Meeting – New Chapter Officer Elections 

 Program:  Abigail on the Constitution presented by Marcea Oetting 

Wednesday – Jan 12, 2022 – 11:45am –Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
 Caloosa Chapter Meeting – New Officer Installation—FLSSAR President Bernard Wolff 

Tuesday – Feb 22, 2022 – 5:45pm – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
 Caloosa Chapter Meeting – Washington’s Birthday – The Washington’s (Bill & Cara Elder) 

Wednesday – Mar 9, 2022 – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
 Caloosa Chapter Meeting – Program:  The Regulators & The Battle of Alamance presented by Alan 

Lane 

Saturday – Apr 16, 2022 – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
 Caloosa Chapter Meeting – Youth Program Awards – Program:  The Children of the American 

Revolution will be speaking to our Chapter. 

Wednesday – May 11, 2022 – Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
 Caloosa Chapter Meeting – First Responder Awards – Program:  Blacks in the Revolution presented by 

Dr Roger Smith 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Meeting place 
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The Edison Lab Restaurant 

2431 Cleveland Ave, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(On U.S. 41 South, near Lee Memorial Hospital)  

Saturday, November 13, 2021 

Veterans Recognition Meeting 

 
Menu: 

Meatloaf with a Brandy Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, and Corn. 

Dessert:  Brownie Ala Mode 

 
 

The gathering will begin at 11:45 a.m. 

Cost for the dinner is $25.00 per person paid at the link below by PayPal or Credit Card 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  https://caloosasar.org/our-chapter/meetings/ 

NOTE:  To minimize transmission of the virus, we encourage that all  

      reservations and payments be made at the above link. 
 

Mask Policy for The Holiday Inn 
"The staff will be wearing masks whenever in the banquet room/restaurant.  It is at your guest’s 

discretion whether they want to wear masks or not. The hotel requires masks whenever in the lobby or 

public areas, however. most events we have had lately the guests have worn masks until they eat and 

then they usually leave the masks off after." 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country 

who are visiting our area.  Please note that wives are welcome to attend.  

ExCom Meeting Highlight 

https://caloosasar.org/our-chapter/meetings/
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Caloosa Chapter Executive Committee Minutes, FLSSAR   

 Edison’s Lab Restaurant, Fort Myers 

October 5, 2021 

 

Attendance: President Hamp Allen, Vice President/Historian Tom Thompson, Treasurer/Sergeant-at-Arms Jeff 

Brunelle, Registrar Chris Jenner, Genealogist Ron Peck, Member-at-large Bob McGuire, and 

Secretary/Immediate Past President James Stone. 

The meeting was called to order at11:30 AM by President Allen. 

The Invocation was offered by Secretary Stone. 

The Minutes of the May 4, 2021, Excom were approved without objection. 

The Treasurer reported that at the end of September there was $6449.22 in the checking account and 

$97,646.68 in the Vanguard Trust Account. 

The Registrar reported that one new member had recently been approved by National and two more have 

been submitted for approval. 

The meeting was adjourned without objection at 12:49 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James D. Stone 
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  Officers for 2021 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caloosa Chapter is now on YouTube. 
October 2020 meeting:   https://youtu.be/pgJ_uPPO-To 

December 2020 meeting:   https://youtu.be/qDxp0iv3E9g 

January 2121 meeting:  https://youtu.be/PUys2AJ_rF0 
February 2121 meeting https://youtu.be/LvSmXqJqaak 

March 2121 meeting:  https://youtu.be/9LqB5UjxE-Q                

 
  

President 

Hampton E. Allen 
Vice President & Historian 

Thomas J. Thompson Esq. 

Past President & Secretary 

James D. Stone 

Treasurer & Sergeant-At-Arms 

Jeffrey F. Brunelle 

Registrar – Christopher J. Jenner 

Genealogist – Dr. Ronald L. Peck 
Chaplain – Rev. Dwight D. Elam 

Past President & Member-at-Large 

LTC Robert W. McGuire, Jr. 

https://youtu.be/pgJ_uPPO-To
https://youtu.be/qDxp0iv3E9g
file:///C:/Users/BIG%20JOHN/Documents/SAR/2021%20Patriot/Februay%202021%20Newsletter.docx
https://youtu.be/9LqB5UjxE-Q
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In a town known for miracles, Chaplain General  

Dwight Elam demonstrated  his   first miracle. The day  

was October 9, 2021 and Charlotte County was  

celebrating its 100 th   Anniversary with a Liberty Tree  

dedication that was organized by the Hickory Bluff  

DAR and the Charlotte SAR. The forecast was for a  

50 % chance of rain and thunderstorms. A short  

distance from the  William R. Gaines Jr. Veterans  

Memorial Park and the newly   established Liberty  

Tree is the celebrated Ponce DeLeon Fountain of  

Youth which has been keeping locals young for  

centuries. There had been heavy rain for much of the  

dark  early morning hours, but by departure time to  

travel to the ceremony ,   the sky was blue w ith only a  

few puffy clouds.    

As the members of the Color  

Guard from five SAR and one  

DAR chapters gathered for a  

pre - mission briefing, the  

weather was glorious  –   warm  

but not too hot, and sunny. A  

total of thirteen members had  

traveled  from as far as Pal m  

Harbor to the north and  

Naples to the south   which are  

about 180 miles apart. There  

was no “Plan B” for foul  
weather, no shelter or  

alternate venue.    

  

When ordered to advance the Colors  

at exactly 10:00 a.m. as advertised,  

the Unit marched forward led by   our  

drummer (longest distance traveled)  

flanked by the Charlotte Chapter’s  
97  year - old World War II veteran  

carrying a tin whistle (on the far left)  

who is perhaps  ( ?)  the SAR’s eldest  
drilling color guardsman .   
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Left to right: Drummer Rob Moore, Musician Bob Haff, Musketeer Robbie Robinson, Musketeer Len Crame, National 

flag Ron Peck, Betsy Ross flag Jeff Brunelle, Florida flag Dick Young, SAR 250th flag Dwight Elam, SAR flag Tom 

Thompson, DAR flag Lory Weisensee, and Musketeer Jim Meerpohl.  

  

Charlotte County Commissioner Stephen  

Deutsch presented a proclamation from the  

Board of Commissioners recognizing the  

Liberty Tree dedication, which was accepted by Hickory Bluff 

DAR Honorary Regent Debi Allen.  

  

  

  

Miss Jordis Hart, President of the Brewster Baker Society of the 

Children of the American Revolution, brought greetings from the 

C.A.R.  

  

  

  

  

  

President Dinah Osborn brought greetings from the Great 

Southwest Florida Regents Council, FSSDAR.  
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At the completion of the program a group photo of participants memorialized the eve 

  

NSSAR Chaplain General Dwight Elam  

recounted the story of the original Liberty  

Tree in Boston   and its importance as a  

rallying point for Patriots  protesting British  

rule and taxes.   

Ca l oosa  SAR  Chapter President Hamp  

Allen  dedicated the Liberty Tree, with the  

granite marker unveiling  done by  

members of Boy Scout Troop 351.   

The marker, located in  a central and  visible  

part of the Park,  is  anticipated   to inspire  

visitors to  remember and pay tribut e to this  

important part of American History. It serves  

as a reminder  of the freedoms we enjoy as  

citizens,  and  particularly the freedom s   of  

speech and assembly guaranteed in ou r   Bill of  

Rights.   
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FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary 

2023 Congress Fund Raiser 
 
Our Florida Ladies Auxiliary’s major fund-raising 
project for the 2023 Congress has arrived. This 
project will fund our Auxiliary responsibilities for 
the Hospitality Room, all banquet decorations, 
and other activities.  No Youth Awards funds will 
be used for Congress. 
 
The Custom Woven Throw Blankets Company 
made fifty-one beautiful, 50”x60” made in the 
USA (North Carolina), 100% cotton, prewashed 
for softness, custom throws with fringe all the 
way around.  We were able to sell most of the 
first 51 Throws quickly and have a second order 
of 51 in hand.  They have gotten great reviews. 
Your throw can be reserved by ordering now. 
The cost is $70.00 for t8he Throw plus shipping if 
you would like it sent to you.   
 
Orders may be sent to: 
Martha Grove, Treasurer LAFLSSAR, 
38 Lakeview Drive 
Fruitland Park, FL 34731 
 
Checks may be made out to LAFLSSAR for $70.00 
to reserve one and add $15.00  for shipping in 
Florida or add $20.00 for addresses outside of 
Florida in the United States, for each Throw 

ordered (order two for the same shipping cost to the same address).  
 
Please make the Notation:  2023 Congress on your check. 
 
 
 
 
 
The LAFLSSAR Officers thank you for your interest and we appreciate 
your support. Donations are welcomed, too. If you have questions, 
contact Anne McGuire at:  amcguire@slxv.com. 

mailto:amcguire@slxv.com
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is 

named in honor of Henry Lee III, a 

Virginia patrician (and father of 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee) 

who became a captain in a Virginia 

dragoon detachment at the outbreak of 

the Revolutionary War. In 1778, he 

was promoted to Major and given 

command of a mixed corps of cavalry 

and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. 

During this period, he earned the 

sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one 

of the best-known in the Continental Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was 

given authorization to form a formal Legionary Corps. Many of the best 

soldiers from other units either volunteered or were specially invited to join its 

ranks. In 1780, Lee was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and on January 1, 1781, the Legion was re-designated 

as the 2nd Partisan Corps, organized with 3 troops of horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was assigned to General 

Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color Guardsmen 

provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety of uniforms 

and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions about the 

American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to meetings and 

events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution era clergymen. 

The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional and National 

celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light 

Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at:  mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com.

 

 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

The Washington’s table 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com
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SAR Education Center and Museum Liberty Tree Campaign 

We need your help to educate, inform, and inspire the public for generations to come.  

We will celebrate the 250th Anniversary of American Independence in 2026. Is there a more fitting tribute to 

those who secured the liberties we enjoy than to share their story? Help ensure that the SAR Education Center 

and Museum is completed in time for the celebration. 

 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. asks you to support the SAR Education Center and Museum through The Liberty 

Tree Campaign. While few of us can make a $1,000 gift without pause, you could, budget monthly support of 

$25 save American’s history? Think of it as a utility bill, but instead of water, gas or cable TV, you’ll be 

helping to the SAR. 

 
The Liberty Tree Campaign has four levels. 

Bronze – A $1,250 gift ($25 monthly) 

Silver- A $2,500 gift ($50 monthly) 

Gold – A $25,000 gift ($500 monthly) 

 

Donors receive a lapel pin like the one pictured above. Donors at the Gold Level will be recognized with an 

appropriate naming opportunity in the SAR Education Center and Museum. Call Phil Bloyd in the SAR 

Foundation Office at (502) 315-1777 to pledge to the Liberty Tree Campaign today! 

For those who need to hold onto their cash, the Founders Circle allows Compatriots to remember the SAR in 

their estate. Call Bloyd for assistance. 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://www.sarfoundation.org/education/sar-annual-conference-on-the-american-revolution/stars-for-website-iii/
https://www.sarfoundation.org/education/sar-annual-conference-on-the-american-revolution/stars-for-website-iii/
https://www.sarfoundation.org/education/sar-education-center-and-museum-liberty-tree-campaign/ltc-badge-wo-jacket/
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Web Page 

Compatriot Jeffrey F. Brunelle is the Caloosa Chapter Webmaster and the website is 

available at https://caloosasar.org/.  It is also available through a link on the Florida Society 

web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” tab, then “Caloosa.”  You may also 

be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 

www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise 

Store.  The webpage is continuously being updated and has added features. 

Chapter Facebook Page 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current 

activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your web 

browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to 

click on the link).  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering 

Chapter programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot 

Albert within a few days of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes 

email submission of photos and information. Send it to caloosasar@aemyers.net 

The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 

 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Right s, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 

Managing to escape the group photo 

above, but not the diligence of newsletter 

photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 

Historian Hal Theiss 

 

 

https://caloosasar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/
http://www.sar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
mailto:%20caloosasar@aemyers.net
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