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Who would have thought there would be 15 inches of snow in South
Carolina! The late fall and winter of 1775 was extremely cold and
wet in the back country of South Carolina and on December 23, 1775,
a massive snowstorm came across the Appalachian mountain
inundating the area with that much snow. There was a campaign led
by Colonel Richard Richardson against loyalist in the region.
Matters began to escalated in South Carolina when the Council of
Safety began to organize a large-scale response to the seizure by
Loyalists, in October of a shipment of gunpowder and ammunition
intended for the Cherokee Indians. On November 8, the Council of
Safety voted to send Colonel Richard Richardson, the Commander of
the Camden Militia, to recover the shipment and arrest opposition
leaders.

Colonel Richardson began his march into the backcountry. By
November 27, he reached the Congaree River with about 1,000 men.
There he paused for several days, crossing the river, and accumulating
Colonel Richard Richardson
more militia companies into his force. When he left camp his force
Commander of the Camden Militia
numbered about 1,500. By December 2 he had reached the Dutch
Fork region, gathering an ever-increasing number of militia along the way. There he halted, capturing several
Loyalist officers in the area. The Loyalist forces, hampered by loss of leadership, were shrinking due to
desertion. Those that remained organized, retreated toward Cherokee lands.
After issuing proclamations calling for the arrest of Loyalist officers and the return of the stolen munitions,
Richardson resumed the march, his force had grown to about 2,500. His force, still growing in size, marched
toward the Enoree River, chasing down Loyalist leaders. On December 12 Richardson reported that his force
numbered 3,000, and that he had captured Thomas Fletchall, a vocal and active opponent of attempts to resist
King and Parliament, and several other Loyalist leaders.
At the Enoree River, Richardson was joined by militia forces under Major Andrew Williamson, as well as
additional militia from North Carolina led by Colonels Griffith Rutherford and William Graham, swelling his
force until it numbered between four and five thousand. These forces scoured the backcountry, and located a
camp of 200 Loyalists on the Reedy River, several miles inside Cherokee territory. Richardson sent William
Thomson with 1,300 troops to attack the camp. Thomson and the volunteers surprised the Loyalist camp on
December 22, taking prisoners and seizing supplies, weapons, and ammunition. Following the Battle of Great
Cane Brake, Thomson was able to control his men and avoid a slaughter: only five or six Loyalists were killed,
and one of Thomson's men was wounded.
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The next day, December 23, it began snowing as the Patriot forces made their way back toward the coast. The
Patriot forces march home was difficult because the force was unprepared for the weather. Richardson's army
was dissolved, and most of the Patriots had returned home. On January 2, 1776, Richardson took 136 prisoners
under guard to Charleston.
Governor Campbell, the Kings representative in Charleston, had abandon Charleston to live aboard the HMS
Tamar, and considered making attacks on Fort Johnson after a third warship arrived. Patriot forces, however, were
active in building up the harbor's defenses, and the British fleet left Charleston in January 1776. British forces, led
by Sir Henry Clinton, made an unsuccessful attack on Charleston in June 1776. it was the last major British
operation in the south until late 1778.
The campaign resulted in the elimination of large-scale Loyalist activity in the backcountry. Most of the prisoners
taken, were released by the Patriot leadership, "as a conciliatory gesture to their backcountry friends". Some
Loyalist leaders managed to escape capture. Notable among them was Thomas Brown, a South Carolina
landowner, who fled to East Florida. He was a leading force in the guerrilla war on the Georgia-Florida border. His
plans for retaking Georgia and eventually South Carolina were implemented by the British between 1778 and 1780.

The Campaign was nicknamed “The Snow Campaign” because of the tremendous storm.
Legislator and soldier, Richardson was born in Virginia and immigrated to South Carolina in the 1730s, settling
on the upper Santee River in Prince Frederick’s Parish. Through grants, he amassed substantial landholdings
and became a prosperous planter.
In the 1750s and 1760s Richardson emerged as a leading political figure in the backcountry, regularly
representing Prince Frederick’s and St. Mark’s Parishes in the Commons House of Assembly from 1754 to
1765. In 1768 Richardson was instrumental in negotiating an end to the violent Regulator movement in the
backcountry. He was a member of the First and Second Provincial Congresses of South Carolina and was a
well-respected militia officer at the start of the Revolutionary War.
The Snow Campaign was Richardson’s first and last active duty during the Revolutionary War. He was
promoted to brigadier general, but his advanced age led him to resign his commission in late 1779. He was
captured by the British at the fall of Charleston in May 1780. After several months of harsh treatment at the
hands of his British captors, Richardson died at his home plantation, “Big Home”, in September 1780, and was
buried there.

MERRY

CHRISTMAS
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Greetings from our President
What a year 2020 has been! So much of what we are accustomed to has been
flipped on its head. Since our March meeting when we had a false alarm for Covid
exposure at our meeting our world has completely changed. Our April and May
meetings were cancelled due to the restrictions placed on dining establishments by
the Governor. At that, some of us had heard of ZOOM, but very few had used it.
Now it has become a vital tool of our ability to keep members involved. In fact, if
it were not for virtual participation in our December meeting, we would not have
had a quorum to conduct the business of our annual meeting.
Thanks to Past-President Bob McGuire for learning the ins and outs of ZOOM to keep us connected. His skill
level increases with each new meeting. The Excom has purchased a paid ZOOM subscription as it allows
longer meetings and more bells and whistles for the ease of those participating. Recent meetings have included
participants from chapter members located in Georgia and Ohio.
I want to congratulate our new officers and wish them success in their efforts to keep members involved until
this pandemic is over. New Chapter President Hamp Allen and his team have a wealth of knowledge and
experience. It should serve the chapter well in these trying times.
Each year the Chapter President may present the Chapter Award for Distinguished Service to one member. My
choice for this award in 2020 is Lee Matson. Lee has served Caloosa Chapter very faithfully for many years,
including as Chapter President. He has continued his service for the last several years as Chairman of the
Nominating Committee and Chairman of the Medals and Awards Committee. He has also been a valued
resource during my tenure as President. On too many occasions to count, he has provided his expertise and
wisdom to me and answered my calls for help every time. I am extremely fortunate to have had Lee’s help and
friendship.
It has been my pleasure to serve as your President this past year. Even though many of our activities were
canceled there was still plenty to do to keep the chapter operations functioning and the lines of communication
open. A special thank you to our Newsletter Editor John Jones. He does an excellent job in preparing copy and
researching interesting stories about the American Revolution to add to our knowledge. I am thankful for his
service to our chapter.
Best wishes for a safe and happy Christmas and a healthy, new year.

Jim Stone
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2021 Chapter Calendar
Tuesday – January 5, 2021 – 11:45am Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday – January 13, 2021 – 11:45am Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Program will be the Installation of 2021 Chapter Officers and presentation by the Florida Society Sons
of the American Revolution President David Bussone.

Tuesday – February 2, 2021 – 11:45am Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Executive Committee Meeting

Saturday – February 20, 2021 – 11:45am Tiburon Golf Club in Naples
Southwest Region Vice President’s Meeting

Monday – February 22, 2021 - 5:45pm Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
George Washington’s Birthday Celebration. Program to be “Jefferson’s Perspective of George
Washington by Compatriot John Stewart.

Tuesday – March 2, 2021 – 11:45am Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday – March 10, 2021 – 11:45am Edison Lab in Holiday Inn
Program to be determined.

Obituary for Compatriot Ronald York
Ronald Warren York, 71, of Fort Myers, Fl, passed away on August 24, 2020, after a
courageous battle with a long illness. Ron was born on November 1st, 1948, in Elvira, NY.
After graduating from Osceola High School in Kissimmee, he earned a degree cum laude
in Accounting and Finance from the University of Central Florida and had a successful
career as a CPA, entrepreneur, and restaurateur.
Ron was an avid hiker and kayaker. He was passionate about the beautiful planet Earth,
loved the outdoors and the adventure of world travel. He was a member of the Mayflower
Society, Sons of the American Revolution and a direct descendent of John Alder.
Ron is survived by his loving wife Marcia of 53 years and their four sons all of Florida: Todd York, Marc York
and his wife Suki, Lance York, Logan York and his wife Ashley. Grandchildren Krystal Hofacker, Christopher
Hofacker and his wife Maya, Madison, and Samantha York.
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Our Meeting place
The Edison Lab Restaurant
2431 Cleveland Ave, Fort Myers, FL 33901
(On U.S. 41 South, near Lee Memorial Hospital)

Wednesday, January 13, 2021
Installation of OfficersAnd Presentation by
Florida Society President David Bussone
Menu: Coconut Shrimp with Yellow Rice and mixed grilled vegetables (Zucchini, Squash, and Carrots)Pecan pie

The gathering will begin at 11:45 a.m.
Cost for the luncheon is $25.00 per person paid at the link below by PayPal or Credit Card

Please RSVP for meetings to: https://caloosasar.org/our-chapter/meetings/
NOTE: To minimize transmission of the virus, we encourage that all
reservations and payments be made at the above link.

Mask Policy for The Holiday Inn
"The staff will be wearing masks whenever in the banquet room/restaurant. It is at your guest’s
discretion whether they want to wear masks or not. The hotel requires masks whenever in the lobby or
public areas, however. most events we have had lately the guests have worn masks until they eat and
then they usually leave the masks off after."
Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country
who are visiting our area. Please note that wives are welcome to attend.
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ExCom Meeting Highlights
Caloosa Chapter Executive Committee Minutes,
FLSSAR Edison’s Lab Restaurant
Fort Myers December 1, 2020
Attendance: President Jim Stone, Past President and Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire, 2nd Vice
President Hampton Allen, Registrar Chris Jenner, Genealogist Ron Peck, Chaplain Dwight Elam, Sergeant-atArms Jeff Brunelle, Newsletter Editor John Jones, and Secretary Hampton Allen.
The meeting was called to order at 11:30 AM by President Stone. The Invocation was offered by Compatriot
Hamp Allen.
The minutes of the November 3, 2020 ExCom Meeting were approved as distributed.
A Motion to purchase a full ZOOM subscription for use by the Chapter for both meetings and color guard
events was approved.
A Motion to purchase and present a Memorial book to the Fort Myers Library in honor of Compatriot Ron York
was approved unanimously.
The Benediction was offered by Chaplain Dwight Elam.
The meeting was adjourned without objection at 12:15 PM.
The December Chapter meeting (the annual business meeting and new officer elections) will be held on
Wednesday, December 9, 2020. Caleb Golden, President, Billy Bowlegs Society CAR will be the guest
speaker.
The next meeting of the ExCom will be on January 5, 2021, followed by our next Chapter meeting on January
13, 2021.
FLSSAR President David Bussone will be our special guest for this meeting.
The February ExCom will be held on February 2, 2021, with our February Chapter meeting to be held on
February 22. For the February Chapter Meeting we will gather at 5:45 PM with the meeting starting at 6:00 PM.
John Stewart will be our guest speaker as Thomas Jefferson with his perceptions of George Washington.
Respectfully submitted,
Hampton E. Allen Secretary
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Annual Meeting December 9, 2020
Attendance: Compatriots Hampton Allen, Jeffrey Brunelle, Mike Buff via Zoom, Dwight Elam, Wesley Higgins via Zoom, David
Hudspeth, Thomas Hurtz, Christopher Jenner, John Jones, Lee Matson, Robert McGuire, Albert Myers via Zoom, Bill Osborn via
Zoom, Ronald Peck via Zoom, Andrew Peterson, James Stone, Carl Sutphin via Zoom, Thomas Thompson, Ray Wasson, and Warren
White via Zoom. Guests: Debi Allen, Jan Brunelle, Caleb Golden, Betty Jones, Anne McGuire, Teri Peterson, and Arlene Stone.
Prospective members: Ken Walker and Robert Weisensee via Zoom.
The 2020 Annual Business meeting of the Caloosa Chapter was called to order at 12:00 PM by President James Stone with a quorum
present for the meeting. The Invocation was offered by Past President Lee Matson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by
Compatriot David Hudspeth. The American’s Creed was led by Compatriot Jeffery Brunelle and the SAR Pledge was led by
Compatriot Thomas Thompson.
Motion to approve new Chapter By-Laws Revision as presented to the Chapter was approved.
The Nominating Committee Report was presented by Nominating Committee Chairman Lee Matson.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President Hampton E. Allen Jr
Vice President Thomas J. Thompson, Esq.
Secretary James D. Stone
Treasurer Jeffrey F. Brunelle
Registrar Christopher J. Jenner
Assistant Registrar Douglas G. Walsh
Genealogist Ronald L. Peck, PhD.
Chaplain Rev. Dwight D. Elam
Historian Thomas J. Thompson, Esq.
Member-at-Large LTC Robert W. McGuire, Jr
Sergeant-at-Arms Jeffrey F. Brunelle

A Motion was approved without objection to close nominations and elect all nominees by acclamation to the positions indicated.
President Stone inducted new member Compatriot Harold David Hudspeth.
The following awards were presented by President James Stone:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Distinguished Service Medal to Compatriot Lee Matson;
Bronze Roger Sherman Medal to Compatriot Christopher Jenner;
Bronze Roger Sherman Medal Oak Leaf Clusters to Compatriots Dwight Elam, Lee Matson, Robert McGuire and James
Stone.
Certifications of Appreciation to Compatriots Hampton Allen, Jeffrey Brunelle, John Jones, and Thomas Thompson.
Lydia Darragh Award to Arlene Stone,
Bronze Good Citizenship Award to Anne McGuire
SAR Medal of Appreciation to Debi Allen.

Program was presented by Caleb Golden, President of the Billy Bowlegs Society CAR.
The Caloosa SAR meeting was adjourned without objection at 1:22 PM.
Recessional was led by Compatriot Hampton Allen.
The Benediction was offered by Chaplain Dwight Elam.
Respectfully submitted,
Hampton Allen
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Our December 9 Meeting

New Compatriot, Thomas Harold David Hudspeth

Our Newly elected President
Hampton E. Allen

Jeff Brunelle Receiving a pin
for his Service to the Color
Guard

Our guest speaker for the meeting Caleb Golden,
President of the Billy Bowlegs Society of C.A.R.

Anne McGuire receiving the Bronze Citizenship Award
Arlene Stone Receiving the Lydia Darragh Award
Debi Allen Receiving the SAR Medal of Appreciation
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Medal of Distinguished Service
The highest award that a Chapter
President can award to a member
for his service to the Chapter was
awarded to Lee Matson for his
long service in many capacities
not only to our local chapter, but
to the FLSSAR as well.

WELL
DONE

Christopher Jenner received the Bronze Roger
Sherman Award while serving as Registrar.
His work has produced 13 new members during the
past year.

LEE!

(l-r) Dwight Elam, James Stone, Hampton Allen, Lee Matson and Robert McGuire.
Receiving Oak Leaf Clusters for their previously awarded Bronze Roger Sherman Medals for additional service to the chapter.
(not pictured Lewis Elliott and Earl Kennedy)

(l-r) James Stone, Hampton Allen, Thomas Thompson, Jeff Brunelle, & John Jones.
Receiving Certificates of Appreciation for service to the Chapter during the past year.
(not pictured Ray Dezendorf, Harry Hendry, Albert Myers, Ronald Peck, & Thomas Thompson)
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership for 2020
Thanks to all who served this year.

1st row left to right: Sergeant-At-Arms Jeffrey F Brunelle, Treasurer Raymond C. Dezendorf Jr, Chaplin Rev. Dwight D. Elam,
Genealogist Dr. Ronald L. Peck, Member-At-Large Lewis S. Elliott
2nd row left to right: .2nd Vice President/Secretary Hampton E. Allen, Chancellor Harry O. “Hank” Hendry, President James D. Stone,
Historian Thomas Thompson, Registrar Christopher J. Jenner, ,
Not Pictured: Vice President Edward “Mike” Buff and Assistant Registrar Douglas C. Walsh,.

Chapter Facebook Page
Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current
activities. The following link to the page can be entered into your web
browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to
click on the link).
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter programs
and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert within a few days of an event. If
members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and information. Send it to
caloosasar@aemyers.net.
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Florida Ladies Auxiliary
2023 Congress Fund Raiser
Our Florida Ladies Auxiliary’s major fundraising project for the 2023 Congress has
arrived. This project will fund our
Auxiliary responsibilities for the
Hospitality Room, all banquet
decorations, and other activities. No
Youth Awards funds will be used for
Congress.
The Custom Woven Throw Blankets
Company made fifty-one beautiful,
50”x60” made in the USA (North
Carolina), 100% cotton, prewashed for
softness, custom throws with fringe all
the way around. We were able to sell
most of the first 51 Throws quickly and
have a second order of 51 in hand. They
have gotten great reviews.
Your throw can be reserved by ordering
now. The cost is $70.00 for the Throw
plus shipping if you would like it sent to
you.
Orders may be sent to:
Laura Zavalia, Treasurer LAFLSSAR,
1648 Jupiter Cove Drive, #411,
Jupiter, FL 33469.
Checks may be made out to LAFLSSAR for
$70.00 to reserve one and add $15.00 for shipping in Florida or add $20.00 for addresses outside of Florida in
the United States, for each Throw ordered (order two for the same shipping cost to the same address).
Please make the Notation: 2023 Congress on your check.

The LAFLSSAR Officers thank you for your interest and we appreciate
your support. Donations are welcomed, too. If you have questions,
contact Anne McGuire at: amcguire@slxv.com.
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is
named in honor of Henry Lee III, a
Virginia patrician (and father of
Confederate General Robert E. Lee)
who became a captain in a Virginia
dragoon detachment at the outbreak of
the Revolutionary War. In 1778, he
was promoted to Major and given
command of a mixed corps of cavalry
and infantry known as Lee’s Legion.
During this period, he earned the
sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one
of the best-known in the Continental Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was
given authorization to form a formal Legionary Corps. Many of the best
soldiers from other units either volunteered or were specially invited to join its
ranks. In 1780, Lee was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and on January 1, 1781, the Legion was re-designated
as the 2nd Partisan Corps, organized with 3 troops of horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was assigned to General
Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater.

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color Guardsmen
provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety of uniforms
and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions about the
American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to meetings and
events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution era clergymen.
The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional and National
celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman.

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light
Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at: mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com.
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SAR Education Center and Museum Liberty Tree Campaign
We need your help to educate, inform, and inspire the public for generations to come.
We will celebrate the 250th Anniversary of American Independence in 2026. Is there a more fitting tribute to
those who secured the liberties we enjoy than to share their story? Help ensure that the SAR Education Center
and Museum is completed in time for the celebration.

The SAR Foundation, Inc. asks you to support the SAR Education Center and Museum through The Liberty
Tree Campaign. While few of us can make a $1,000 gift without pause, you could, budget monthly support of
$25 save American’s history? Think of it as a utility bill, but instead of water, gas or cable TV, you’ll be
helping to the SAR.

The Liberty Tree Campaign has four levels.
Bronze – A $1,250 gift ($25 monthly)
Silver- A $2,500 gift ($50 monthly)
Gold – A $25,000 gift ($500 monthly)

Donors receive a lapel pin like the one pictured above. Donors at the Gold Level will be recognized with an
appropriate naming opportunity in the SAR Education Center and Museum. Call Phil Bloyd in the SAR
Foundation Office at (502) 315-1777 to pledge to the Liberty Tree Campaign today!
For those who need to hold onto their cash, the Founders Circle allows Compatriots to remember the SAR in
their estate. Call Bloyd for assistance.
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Web Page

Compatriot Jeffrey F. Brunelle is the Caloosa Chapter Webmaster and the website is
available at https://caloosasar.org/. It is also available through a link on the Florida Society
web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” tab, then “Caloosa.” You may also
be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage:
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise
Store.
The webpage is continuously being updated and has added features.

Have you received your Email to get
to the Members only section?

The Official Pledge to the S.A.R.
We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice,
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our
Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe.

Recessional
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a
nation of free men.
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