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Volume XV Issue VIII  Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution Newsletter              October 2020 

John C. Jones – Newsletter Editor  

The Disease that ended the War 
Everyone knows about the siege and battle of Yorktown and the 

surrender of the British army by Lord General Cornwallis.  Cornwallis 

surrendered about a quarter of all British troops stationed on the 

continent at that time.  The unknown factor that helped in that surrender 

was the dreaded disease of the day, Malaria. 

Malaria was one of the deadliest infectious diseases in the world, it was 

a widespread scourge in North America until little more than a century 

ago.  People who had already been infected many times, acquired 

resistance.  The more bouts you survive, the more resistant they 

became. 

Cornwallis’s Command consisted of approximately 7000 young soldiers from Britain and 3000 from Germany. 

Very few had grown up with malaria. Most were highly susceptible.   

The Army, under the command of General Washington consisted of approximately 8000 Continental 

Line soldiers, 3100 Militia, and 7800 French troops.  The question is asked why didn't the French and 

Americans fall ill, too? Some did, but far fewer and too late to matter.  With Malaria, it takes about a 

month between the infectious bite of the mosquito and the onset of symptoms. The British had been 

absorbing the parasite since June, but the French and Americans arrived in the Tidewater only in 

September. So, Malaria had two extra months to work its mischief in British ranks. 

Moreover, most of the Americans had grown up with Malaria and had more resistance to the disease 

than either the French or British, known today as herd immunity.  Prior to the surrender on October 19, 

1781, 51% of Cornwallis’s forces were debilitated with Malaria  The disease had felled French soldiers, too, 

most of whom were just as vulnerable as the redcoats, but most of them became ill after the surrender.  
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Greetings from our President 

My fellow Compatriots, 

The pandemic that began last winter is continuing to hang around with 

troublesome stubbornness.  There is no telling when the contagious phase will 

pass, or when a vaccine will be available.  In the meantime, things have slowly 

started to reopen, including our Caloosa Chapter activities.  

In September, our Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard, along with other 

chapters, participated in a celebration of Constitution Day hosted by the Hickory 

Bluff Daughters of the American Revolution.  We were all there in our uniforms with a new addition, 

facemasks.  It was a sight to behold!  Thanks to Color Guard Commander Bob McGuire, and all who 

participated for restarting our chapter activities. 

Our chapter meeting was held on October 14, at our new venue, Edison’s Lab Restaurant, located at the Fort 

Myers Holiday Inn.  The room was large, and we were able to social distance during our luncheon, and the 

food, and service were exceptionally good.  Attendance was about as expected, which was half our normal 

attendance.  

Three new members were initiated that day. Welcome to Compatriots Paul Chase, Brock Castle, and John 

Castle.  We hope you become active in the chapter and we look forward to working with you. 

For those who may be interested, our Historian, Tom Thompson, recorded the meeting and loaded it to 

YouTube. It is in 2 parts. Part 1 is the before lunch rituals and initiation. Part 2 is the after-lunch program. A 

link can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH_jS-C_BBSf-i9srqrWMrg.  Hopefully, this is 

something that you will find useful and we will attempt to do this each month for the foreseeable future. 

Our next scheduled chapter meeting will be a Saturday meeting on November 14. These are offered twice per 

year to better accommodate those who cannot attend a weekday luncheon meeting.  Our program will feature 

our own Hamp Allen presenting a program on Peter Francisco - The Virginia Giant.  Peter was a Portuguese 

born American patriot and soldier.  

Looking ahead to December, the plans for our chapter meeting include our annual chapter meeting and election 

of officers for 2012, awards presentations, and a presentation by Caleb Golden, the President of the Billy 

Bowlegs Society, Children of the American Revolution. 

If you plan to attend our chapter meetings you are reminded that the Holiday Inn requires a face covering in all 

public areas of the hotel. 

Please stay safe and join us if you are able.  As I said at the conclusion of our last chapter meeting, these are 

difficult times, and we will persevere! 

Yours in faithful service in honor of our American Patriots, 

Jim Stone 
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Caloosa Chapter Color Guard Events Calendar 

 

2020 

 

 

 

2020 Chapter Calendar 
 

Tuesday – November 3, 2020 – 11:45am Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
Executive Committee Meeting 

 

Saturday - November 14, 2020 – 11:45am Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
Program will be Peter Francisco - The Virginia Giant by 2nd Vice President Hamp Allen 

 

 

Tuesday - December 1, 2020 – 11:45am Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
Executive Committee Meeting 

 

Wednesday - December 9, 2020 – 11:45am Edison Lab in Holiday Inn 
Program will be "Support our brave and noble patriots" by Caleb Golden, President of the Billy Bowlegs 

Society, Children of the American Revolution. 

Annual Meeting of the Caloosa Chapter and Election of Officers 

 

EVENT LOCATION DATES NOTES 

Black Powder Day – 

Musket firing and 

cleaning 

Punta Gorda & 

Cape Coral 

1 Nov 2020 (tentative) Ranger firing in am - 

cleaning in pm 

Caloosa Meeting Edison Lab 

Restaurant 

14 Nov 2020 (Saturday) Post Colors 

Veterans Day Parade Cape 

Coral 

11 Nov 2020 Float 

Liberty Tree Dedication Ft. 

Myers 

TBD Tentative 

Wreaths Across America Various 19 Dec 2020 Ceremonies at various 

locations 
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Our New Meeting place 

The Edison Lab Restaurant 

2431 Cleveland Ave, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(On U.S. 41 South, near Lee Memorial Hospital)  

Saturday November 14, 2020 

Peter Francisco - The Virginia Giant 
 

Menu:  Herb Roasted Chicken Breast, Garlic Smashed Potatoes, Steamed Broccoli, and Apple Cobbler. 

 
The gathering will begin at 11:45 a.m. 

Cost for the luncheon is $25.00 per person paid at the link below by PayPal or Credit Card 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  https://caloosasar.org/our-chapter/meetings/ 

NOTE:  To minimize transmission of the virus, we encourage that all  

      reservations and payments be made at the above link. 
 

Mask Policy for The Holiday Inn 

"The staff will be wearing masks whenever in the banquet room/restaurant.  It is at your 

guest’s discretion whether they want to wear masks or not. The hotel requires masks 

whenever in the lobby or public areas, however. most events we have had lately the 

guests have worn masks until they eat and then they usually leave the masks off after." 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country 

who are visiting our area.  Please note that wives are welcome to attend.  
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ExCom Meeting Highlights 

Caloosa Chapter Executive Committee Minutes, 

FLSSAR Edison’s Lab Restaurant 

Fort Myers October 6, 2020 

Attendance: President Jim Stone, Past President and Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire, 2nd Vice 

President Hampton Allen, Registrar Chris Jenner, Genealogist Ron Peck, Historian Tom Thompson, Chaplain 

Dwight Elam, and Secretary Hampton Allen. 

The meeting was called to order at 11:37 AM by President Stone. 

The Invocation was offered by Compatriot Chaplain Dwight Elam. 

A Motion to waive the SAR Annual Dues for junior members effective with the 2022 dues was approved 

unanimously by the Executive Committee. 

A Motion to endorse the following members of the FLSSAR for the NSSAR national offices as indicated below 

was approved unanimously by the Executive Committee: 

• Chaplain Dwight Elam for the Office of Chaplain General NSSAR. 

• Compatriot Patrick (Pat) Niemann for the office of Vice President General South Atlantic District. 

• Compatriot Lee Popham for membership on the NSSAR National Foundation Board. 

The Benediction was offered by Chaplain Dwight Elam. 

The next meeting of the Caloosa Chapter will be on Wed., Oct 14, 2020 at Edison's Lab Restaurant. Compatriot 

Bob McGuire, SW Region Vice President, will be our guest speaker. 

The November meeting of the Caloosa Chapter will be on Saturday, Nov 14, 2020 at Edison’s Lab Restaurant. 

Compatriot Dr. Roger Smith will be the guest speaker. 

The next meeting of the Caloosa ExCom will be held on Nov 3, 2020 at Edison’s Lab Restaurant. 

The December Chapter meeting will be held on Wed, Dec 9, 2020. Caleb Golden, President, Billy Bowlegs 

Society CAR will be the guest speaker.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Hampton E. Allen Secretary 

In Memory of Compatriot 

Stanley Parmerter 

 

 

 

This book and bookplate will be donated to the Fort Myers 

Library once they reopen for donations  
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The 2021 annual dues notices for the Caloosa Chapter were distributed on September 22 via email to 

compatriots with email addresses and mailed to those without email addresses.  The annual dues are now due 

and payable and must be paid no later than November 15, 2020.  We must have All dues in hand by that date 

so we can meet our deadline to the State Society.  If you Did not receive your annual dues notice, please let our 

Chapter Secretary Hampton Allen <secretary@caloosasar.org> .  A new dues invoice will be sent out to you. 

Failure to pay your dues by November 15, will result in your SAR MEMBERSHIP being reported as being 

DROPPED when the Chapter Annual Report is filed.  Once you are dropped you will be required to file a 

reinstatement application should you choose to renew your membership in the SAR.  You will not be able to 

process any reinstatement request until March of 2021. 

Dues must be paid in the form of a check made payable to the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR, or if you plan to 

attend the Chapter Meeting on Saturday, November 14, 2020, you may pay your dues in cash. 

Unfortunately at this time, our website is not capable to accept dues paid with PayPal. 

If you have any questions about your dues or payment of your dues, please contact Chapter Secretary Hampton 

Allen at the email address above or the following mailing address: 

256 Cicero Street NW 

Port Charlotte, FL 33948 
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FLSSAR FALL B.O.M. HIGHLIGHTS 
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South West Florida Regional Get Together 
Southwest Florida Regional Vice President reported, what started as a get-together for 8 or so from the SW 

Region ended as a very congenial group of about 20 for an evening of food, drink, and fun at Smoky Bones 

BBQ. 

 

Chapters in the Southwest Region of the FLSSAR are, Caloosa, Charlotte, Highlands, Naples and Saramana. 

 

            

        

 

COMING SOON! TO A YouTube NEAR YOU 

For those who chose not to attend our October meeting and wish to find out what happened, go to your 

YouTube channel to the following link:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH_jS-C_BBSf-i9srqrWMrg.  

To see the YouTube program digitized by Compatriot Tom Thompson. 

Our Chaplain, Dwight Elam, gave an extremely good story of that great Kentuckian, Simon Kenton and his 

adventures on the western frontier of the late 1700’s.  

This Photo by Unknown 

Author is licensed under CC 

BY-SA-NC 
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Chapter Facebook Page 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current 

activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your web 

browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to 

click on the link).  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter programs 

and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert within a few days of an event. If 

members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and information. Send it to 

caloosasar@aemyers.net.  

 

 

Caloosa Chapter Leadership for 2020 

1st row left to right:  Sergeant-At-Arms Jeffrey F Brunelle, Treasurer Raymond C. Dezendorf Jr, Chaplin Rev. Dwight D. Elam, 

Genealogist Dr. Ronald L. Peck, Member-At-Large Lewis S. Elliott 

2nd row left to right:  .2nd Vice President/Secretary Hampton E. Allen, Chancellor Harry O. “Hank” Hendry, President James D. Stone, 

Historian Thomas Thompson, Registrar Christopher J. Jenner, ,  

 

Not Pictured: Vice President Edward “Mike” Buff and Assistant Registrar Douglas C. Walsh,. 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

Managing to escape the group photo 

above, but not the diligence of newsletter 

photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 

Historian Hal Theiss 

 

 



 

10 
 

Florida Ladies Auxiliary 

2023 Congress Fund Raiser 
 

Our Florida Ladies Auxiliary’s major fund-
raising project for the 2023 Congress has 
arrived. This project will fund our 
Auxiliary responsibilities for the 
Hospitality Room, all banquet 
decorations, and other activities.  No 
Youth Awards funds will be used for 
Congress. 
 
The Custom Woven Throw Blankets 
Company made fifty-one beautiful, 
50”x60” made in the USA (North 
Carolina), 100% cotton, prewashed for 
softness, custom throws with fringe all 
the way around.  We were able to sell 
most of the first 51 Throws quickly and 
have a second order of 51 in hand.  They 
have gotten great reviews. 
Your throw can be reserved by ordering 
now. The cost is $70.00 for the Throw 
plus shipping if you would like it sent to 
you.   
 
Orders may be sent to: 
Laura Zavalia, Treasurer LAFLSSAR, 
1648 Jupiter Cove Drive, #411, 
Jupiter, FL 33469. 
 
Checks may be made out to LAFLSSAR for 

$70.00 to reserve one and add $15.00  for shipping in Florida or add $20.00 for addresses outside of Florida in 
the United States, for each Throw ordered (order two for the same shipping cost to the same address).  
 
Please make the Notation:  2023 Congress on your check. 
 

 
 
 
The LAFLSSAR Officers thank you for your interest and we appreciate 
your support. Donations are welcomed, too. If you have questions, 
contact Anne McGuire at:  amcguire@slxv.com. 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is 

named in honor of Henry Lee III, a 

Virginia patrician (and father of 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee) 

who became a captain in a Virginia 

dragoon detachment at the outbreak of 

the Revolutionary War. In 1778, he 

was promoted to Major and given 

command of a mixed corps of cavalry 

and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. 

During this period, he earned the 

sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one 

of the best-known in the Continental Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was 

given authorization to form a formal Legionary Corps. Many of the best 

soldiers from other units either volunteered or were specially invited to join its 

ranks. In 1780, Lee was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and on January 1, 1781, the Legion was re-designated 

as the 2nd Partisan Corps, organized with 3 troops of horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was assigned to General 

Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color Guardsmen 

provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety of uniforms 

and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions about the 

American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to meetings and 

events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution era clergymen. 

The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional and National 

celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light 

Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at:  mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com.

 

 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

The Washington’s table 



 

12 
 

SAR Education Center and Museum Liberty Tree Campaign 

We need your help to educate, inform, and inspire the public for generations to come.  

In 2026, we will be celebrating the 250th Anniversary of American Independence. Could there be a more fitting 

tribute to the men and women who secured the civil liberties that we enjoy today than to share their story with 

the world? We need your help to ensure that the SAR Education Center and Museum is completed in time to 

celebrate the 250th Anniversary of American Independence in 2026. 

 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is proud to introduce a new way for you to support the SAR Education Center and 

Museum and help us achieve our ambitious goal: The Liberty Tree Campaign. Few of us can make a gift of 

$1,000 or even $500 without pause, no matter how much we believe in a project. But could you budget $25 or 

$50 each month to support the sharing of American History?  The SAR Education Center and Museum Liberty 

Tree Campaign has been designed to allow support based on monthly giving. Think of it as another utility bill, 

but instead of water or gas, you’ll be helping to complete and endow the SAR Education Center and Museum. 

 
The SAR Foundation recognizes donors to the Liberty Tree Campaign at four levels. 

Bronze – A one-time gift of $1,250 or monthly gifts of $25 until the total is reached 

Silver- A one-time gift of $2,500 or monthly gifts of $50 until the total is reached 

Gold – A one-time gift of $25,000 or monthly gifts of $500 until the total is reached 

 

Donors will be recognized with a lapel pin like the one pictured above.  Donors at the Gold and Diamond 

Levels will also be recognized with an appropriate naming opportunity in the SAR Education Center and 

Museum. Please contact the SAR Foundation Office at (502) 315-1777 to arrange a pledge by phone or make 

a pledge or one-time gift to the Liberty Tree Campaign today! 
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Web Page 

Compatriot Jeffrey F. Brunelle is the Caloosa Chapter Webmaster and the website is 

available at https://caloosasar.org/.  It is also available through a link on the Florida Society 

web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” tab, then “Caloosa.”  You may also 

be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 

www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise 

Store. 

The webpage is continuously being updated and has added features.  

Have you received your Email to get  

to the Members only section? 

 

The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 
 


