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Volume XV Issue III    Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution Newsletter                    March 2020 

John C. Jones – Newsletter Editor  

The Last Naval Battle – You Are There 

            

 
On March 7, 2020, members of the Caloosa Chapter joined with the Sons of the American Revolution 

Compatriots from across the State and Nation along with President General John T Manning to Commemorate 

the Last Naval Battle of the Revolutionary War, at Merritt Island Florida, more than 30 different organizations 

participated in this event. 

 

Now let’s go back in time to 1783 and take a closer look at what transpired. YOU ARE THERE! 

 

John Barry, Captain of the USS Alliance, arrived in Martinique from France in January 1783. There he found 

orders from Robert Morris of the Continental Congress to sail to Havana, Cuba to pick up 72,000 Spanish silver 

dollars that were to be used to finance the Continental Army. 

When Barry arrived in Havana, he discovered that Captain John Green, aboard the USS Duc de Lauzun, was 

already there with the same orders from Morris. The silver was already loaded on Green's ship, so the captains 

decided to sail together in case they encountered any enemies along the way. The ships left Havana on March 6 

and sailed part way with a Spanish and French fleet that was making its way to Jamaica. 

On the 7th, the Americans left the fleet and headed north, but ran into two British ships, the HMS Alarm and 

the HMS Sybil. Barry and Green headed back toward the Spanish and French fleet and as soon as the British 

ships saw the fleet they sailed off. On the 8th, Barry and Green sailed to the north again and reached Florida, 

with Barry constantly slowing his ship because the Duc de Lauzun was much slower.  On the 9th, the two 
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agreed to transfer much of the money to the Alliance because the Duc de Lauzun's slow speed made it 

vulnerable to the British ships patrolling the area. 

On the 10th, the Alarm, the Sybil and a third British ship, the Tobago, found the American ships off the coast of 

Cape Canaveral. As the British gave chase, as usual, the Duc de Lauzun dragged behind. Captain Barry pulled 

alongside Green and persuaded him to throw most of the ship's cannons overboard to lighten the load. A fourth 

ship of unknown origin appeared on the horizon, which caused the British ships to hold back, making Barry 

think it must be French or Spanish. Barry then maneuvered between the Duc de Lauzun and the Sybil, which 

began firing. 

The Alliance took several direct hits, including one in the captain's quarters which killed one and wounded 

several others. Barry commanded his men not to fire but sailed directly for the Sybil. When they were in 

extremely close range, he ordered the men to fire and they unleashed a torrent of cannon fire on the Sybil. After 

a firefight of 40 minutes, the Sybil fell quiet and began to sail off. Nearly 40 had been killed on the ship and 

another 40 wounded. 

The Alliance, the Duc de Lauzun and the ship from the horizon, which turned out to be the French ship Triton, 

chased the British ships, but lost them in the night. The rest of the silver was transferred to the 

faster Alliance and the ships headed north. The Duc de Lauzun was able to travel up the Delaware to 

Philadelphia on the 18th and the Alliance made it to Newport, Rhode Island on the 20th. Only a few days later, 

word arrived that the Treaty of Paris had been signed on February 3, bringing the Revolution to a close and 

making this engagement the last naval battle of the Revolution. 

Now you have the story for this Commemoration every year, because YOU ARE THERE! 

 

 
Battle of Alliance and Sybil Last naval battle of the American Revolution Mariners Museum, Newport News, Virginia. 

 

https://www.revolutionary-war-and-beyond.com/treaty-of-paris-brings-american-revolution-to-a-close.html
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Greetings from our President 
 

Compatriots, 

As the coronavirus pandemic sweeps into our communities many adjustments are 

forced upon us and how we go about our daily lives. Government officials are, 

daily, reacting to the everchanging conditions and devising more innovative ways 

to isolate us from one another.  

Given the age of most of our chapter members we need to be particularly vigilant 

in how we react. It is for that reason that we were forced to cancel our April Chapter meeting and convert our 

Excom meeting to a conference call. Given the concerns that developed after our March meeting when our 

guest speaker informed us that she may have been exposed to the virus (thankfully, it turns out she wasn’t) we 

cannot afford to risk the health of our members. 

At the present time, our May meeting is in limbo as we don’t yet know what adjustments will be necessary by 

then. The Surgeon General of the NSSAR has advised that future meetings be reevaluated as conditions change. 

We will inform you by email as soon as a decision is reached regarding our May meeting. 

What we are enduring now is reason for grave concern. Many feel that the pandemic is a reaction to nefarious 

motives of the media or politicians or China, or all of them! Division reigns when unity is needed. 

We can’t control what others say or do. We can only control how we react. Our patriot ancestors faced far 

worse to establish this great nation. Let’s remember the sacrifices they made, and the unity of purpose that they 

achieved, while we hunker down alone in our homes waiting and praying for this to pass. 

As of this writing the Annual Meeting of the Florida Society is still planned for the first weekend of May. 

Check on the FLSSAR website for details if you are interested in attending. 

<http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp> The activities associated with the Battle of Thomas Creek later this 

month have been canceled. 

This sequestered time might be a good time to work on a supplemental membership that you’ve been meaning 

to submit. Contact our Registrar Chris Jenner, Genealogist Ron Peck, Assistant Registrar Doug Walsh, or 

Assistant Genealogist Albert Myers if you need help. 

Stay safe, keep calm and carry on. 

 

Yours in Patriotism, 

Jim Stone 

2020 Caloosa Chapter President 

 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
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March 3rd ExCom Highlights 
 

Attendance: President Jim Stone, Past President and Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire, 2nd Vice 

President/Secretary Hampton Allen, Treasurer Ray Dezendorf, Genealogist Ron Peck, Historian Tom 

Thompson, Sergeant-at-Arms and Webmaster Jeffrey Brunelle, Newsletter Editor John Jones, Chaplain Dwight 

Elam. 

The meeting was called to order at 11:30 AM by President Stone. 

The Invocation was offered by 2nd Vice President/Secretary Hampton Allen 

The Minutes of the February 4, 2020 ExCom Meeting were approved as amended to reflect correct meeting 

date. 

A Motion to approve a reimbursement of $39.00 to Past President Robert McGuire for the NSSAR Silver Color 

Guard Medal and certificate for Chaplain Dwight Elam which was presented during the recent NSSAR 

Leadership Meeting in Louisville was approved without objection. 

A Motion to approve the “Resolution to Honor” prepared by Compatriot John Jones to honor not only our 

patriot ancestors but all veterans was approved unanimously by the Executive Committee.  

The Benediction was offered by Chaplain Dwight Elam. 

The meeting was adjourned without objection at 1:00 PM. 

The next meeting of the Caloosa Chapter will be on Mar11, 2020. 

The next meeting of the Caloosa ExCom will be held on April 7, 2020. 

The April Chapter meeting will be held on April 11, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hampton E. Allen 

Secretary 

Attention!!  for your Information!!! 

Over the past year, we have had numerous individuals who have made reservations for lunch, but for various 

reasons have been no shows at our luncheon meetings.  Unfortunately, we are obligated to give Pinchers a 

number of meals that we require 72 hours before the meeting so they can make preparations for those meals.  

We are obligated to pay for those regardless if they are served or not. 

The ExCom, regretfully, has implemented a system that if you make a reservation and cannot make the meeting 

and do not cancel 72 hours prior to the meeting you will be charged for the meal to cover that cost. 

This procedure will start with our March 2020 program schedule. 

Thank you for your understanding why this is necessary to be fiscally responsible for the Chapter’s funds. 
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Caloosa Chapter Calendar 
 

2020 
 

Tuesday April 7, ExCom meeting, 11:30 AM by Telephone Conference Call 

 

Saturday April 11, 11:45 AM Luncheon at Pinchers 

 

Program Youth Recognition, Eagle Scout, Sea Cadet, Rumbaugh Oratory, Adams Brochure Meeting 

Chicken Picatta, Roasted Rosemary Red Bliss Potatoes, Peas/Carrots; Chocolate Mousse 

 

May 1-3, FLSSAR Board of Management (BOM) and Annual Meeting, Kissimee, FL 

 

Tuesday May 5, ExCom meeting, 11:30 AM at Pinchers 

 

Friday May 8, South Atlantic District Meeting in Pensacola 

 

Saturday May 9, Battle of Pensacola Commemoration 

 

Wednesday, May 13, 11:45AM Luncheon at Pinchers 

 

First Responders Awards 

Panko Crusted Pork Tenderloin, Garlic Mashed, Steamed Broccoli, Cherry Pie 

 

Color Guard Calendar 

Saturday Mar 28, Battle of Thomas Creek Commemoration, Jacksonville –  

 

Saturday April 25, Lee/Collier County returning Honor Flight, Southwest Florida International Airport  

 

Thursday April 30, JROTC Awards Presentation, Cape Coral High School 

 

May 1–3, FLSSAR Board of Management (BOM) meeting Kissimmee  

 

Saturday May 9, Battle of Pensacola Commemoration 

 

Notes from the Editor 
 

As our programming year winds down and many of our winter friends return to the north, we want to 

thank all of you for your participation and support during the past season for all that you do for the 

Caloosa Chapter. 

 

For those of us who stay in the area year-round we will continue the work of our Chapter, although on a 

smaller scale and we will eagerly await your return in the fall. 

 

By retaking over the reigns as editor of the Caloosa Patriot, I would be remiss in not noting a few people 

who make this publication possible.  As you know pictures are what makes the newsletter interesting 

and pictures have been taken by Anne McGuire, Albert Myers and Deb Allen.   Thank You! 
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Our Next Meeting 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to Edison Ford Estate)  

Saturday April 11, 2020 

Program Youth Recognition, Eagle Scout, Sea Cadet, 

Rumbaugh Oratory, Adams Brochure Meeting 
 

Menu:  Chicken Picatta, Roasted Rosemary Red Bliss Potatoes, Peas/Carrots; Chocolate Mousse 

 
The gathering will begin at 11:45 a.m 

Cost for the luncheon is $25.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides meals in an attractive and comfortable setting 

with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time with an interesting group 

of men who share a common bond as descendants of patriots of the American Revolution. While most of our members 

reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States attend in the course of a year. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country 

who are visiting our area.  Please note that wives are welcome to attend.  

Please RSVP for meetings to:  rsvp@caloosasar.org 
 



cid:part2.C4945278.A857DF92@slvx.com
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Our Florida Ladies 

Auxiliary’s major fund-

raising project for the 2023 

Congress has arrived. This 

project will fund our 

Auxiliary responsibilities for 

the Hospitality Room, all 

banquet decorations, and 

other activities.  We will not 

use any of the Youth Awards 

Fund for Congress.  

 

The Custom Woven Throw 

Blankets Company has made 

fifty-one beautiful, 50”x60” 

made in the USA (North 

Carolina), 100% cotton, 

prewashed for softness, 

custom throws with fringe all 

the way around.  They have 

helped us with our concept 

and woven our Minuteman 

into the design. They are 

available NOW and are 

“flying off the shelf.”  

 

Your throw can be reserved 

by ordering now. The cost is 

$70.00 for the Throw plus 

shipping if you would like it 

sent to you.  Of the original 

order of 51, only 17 Throws 

remain. The order for more 

has been placed will have 

them at the BoM in May. 

Orders may be sent to:  Laura Zavalia, Treasurer LAFLSSAR, 1648 Jupiter Cove Drive, #411, Jupiter, FL 

33469. Checks may be made out to LAFLSSAR for $70.00 to reserve one and pick it up at the BoM in May.  

Add $15.00 if you want it sent to you at an address in Florida or $20.00 for addresses outside of Florida, for 

each Throw ordered. Please make the Notation:  2023 Congress on your check. 

 

Thank you for your interest and we appreciate your support. Donations are welcomed. If you have questions, 

contact Anne McGuire, LAFLSSAR President:  amcguire@slxv.com. 

 

mailto:amcguire@slxv.com
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Earlier this month you received a special Email about this project but deserves repeating. 

On March 3, 2020, the Executive Committee unanimously passed this Resolution to Honor, not only our patriot 

ancestors, but to all veteran whose headstones have been worn and covered through the ages. 

We urge all of you to participate in this project. 
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Chapter Facebook Page 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current 

activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your web 

browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to 

click on the link).  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter programs 

and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert within a few days of an event. If 

members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and information. Send it to 

caloosasar@aemyers.net.  

 

Caloosa Chapter Leadership for 2020 

1st row left to right:  Sergeant-At-Arms Jeffrey F Brunelle, Treasurer Raymond C. Dezendorf Jr, Chaplin Rev. Dwight D. Elam, 

Genealogist Dr. Ronald L. Peck, Member-At-Large Lewis S. Elliott 

2nd row left to right:  .2nd Vice President/Secretary Hampton E. Allen, Chancellor Harry O. “Hank” Hendry, President James D. Stone, 

Historian Thomas Thompson, Registrar Christopher J. Jenner, ,  

 

Not Pictured: Vice President Edward “Mike” Buff and Assistant Registrar Douglas C. Walsh,. 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

Managing to escape the group photo 

above, but not the diligence of newsletter 

photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 

Historian Hal Theiss 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
mailto:%20caloosasar@aemyers.net
mailto:%20caloosasar@aemyers.net
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Our March 11th Meeting 

                              

 

                               
  

                                             

 

Additional Photographs can be seen on our Facebook page 

President Jim Stone & Sergeant-At-Arms Jeffrey 

Bruenelle accepting the Streamer for our participation 

at the Last Naval Battle Commemoration  

Senior President Teri Peterson of the Billy Bowlegs 

Society, Children of the American Revolution 

Past President Robert McGuire providing 
information to the members about designation of 

an old cemetery in downtown Fort Myers 

10-year-old Caleb Golden, President of the 

Billy Bowlegs Society of the CAR 

Bronze Certificate & Medals of Appreciation 

being awarded to our guest speakers  

Caloosa Chapter & FLSSAR Chaplain who is also a 

Candidate for NSSAR Chaplain General 
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L a s t    N a v a l    B a t t l e 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is 

named in honor of Henry Lee III, a 

Virginia patrician (and father of 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee) 

who became a captain in a Virginia 

dragoon detachment at the outbreak of 

the Revolutionary War. In 1778, he 

was promoted to Major and given 

command of a mixed corps of cavalry 

and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. 

During this period, he earned the 

sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became 

one of the best-known in the Continental Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee 

was given authorization to form a formal Legionary Corps. Many of the best 

soldiers from other units either volunteered or were specially invited to join 

its ranks. In 1780 Lee was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and on January 1, 1781 the Legion was re-

designated as the 2nd Partisan Corps, organized with 3 troops of horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was assigned 

to General Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color 

Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety 

of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions 

about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to 

meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-

era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional 

and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light 

Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at:  mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com.

 

 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

The Washington’s table 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com
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SAR Education Center and Museum Liberty Tree Campaign 

We need your help to educate, inform, and inspire the public for generations to come.  

In 2026, we will be celebrating the 250th Anniversary of American Independence. Could there be a more fitting 

tribute to the men and women who secured the civil liberties that we enjoy today than to share their story with 

the world? We need your help to ensure that the SAR Education Center and Museum is completed in time to 

celebrate the 250th Anniversary of American Independence in 2026. 

 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is proud to introduce a new way for you to support the SAR Education Center and 

Museum and help us achieve our ambitious goal: The Liberty Tree Campaign. Few of us can make a gift of 

$1,000 or even $500 without pause, no matter how much we believe in a project. But could you budget $25 or 

$50 each month to support the sharing of American History?  The SAR Education Center and Museum Liberty 

Tree Campaign has been designed to allow support based on monthly giving. Think of it as another utility bill, 

but instead of water or gas, you’ll be helping to complete and endow the SAR Education Center and Museum. 

 
The SAR Foundation recognizes donors to the Liberty Tree Campaign at four levels. 

Bronze – A one-time gift of $1,250 or monthly gifts of $25 until the total is reached 

Silver- A one-time gift of $2,500 or monthly gifts of $50 until the total is reached 

Gold – A one-time gift of $25,000 or monthly gifts of $500 until the total is reached 

 

Donors will be recognized with a lapel pin like the one pictured above.  Donors at the Gold and Diamond 

Levels will also be recognized with an appropriate naming opportunity in the SAR Education Center and 

Museum. Please contact the SAR Foundation Office at (502) 315-1777 to arrange a pledge by phone or make 

a pledge or one-time gift to the Liberty Tree Campaign today! 

 

 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=31
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=31
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=31
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=31
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://www.sarfoundation.org/education/sar-annual-conference-on-the-american-revolution/stars-for-website-iii/
https://www.sarfoundation.org/education/sar-annual-conference-on-the-american-revolution/stars-for-website-iii/
https://www.sarfoundation.org/education/sar-education-center-and-museum-liberty-tree-campaign/ltc-badge-wo-jacket/
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Thoughts about COVID-19 
 

With the pandemic facing us and with all the anxiety facing us in these unchartered waters, I turned to thoughts 

of our Patriot Ancestor’s and what they faced during that time in forming a new Nation.  I came across several 

quotes from our founding fathers that could well pertain to today’s situation: 

"Work as if you were to live 100 Years, pray as if you were to die Tomorrow." 

Ben Franklin Quotes from Poor Richard's Almanack, 1757 

"Cultivators of the earth are the most valuable citizens. They are the most vigorous, the most independent, the 

most virtuous, and they are tied to their country and wedded to its liberty and interests by the most lasting 

bands."  

Thomas Jefferson in a Letter to John Jay, August 23, 1785 

"We have appointed a continental Fast. Millions will be upon their Knees at once before their great Creator, 

imploring his Forgiveness and Blessing, his Smiles on American Councils and Arms."  

John Adams Letter to Abigail Adams, June 17, 1775 

"Happily, for America, happily, we trust, for the whole human race, they pursued a new and more noble course. 

They accomplished a revolution which has no parallel in the annals of human society. They reared the fabrics of 

governments which have no model on the face of the globe. They formed the design of a great Confederacy, 

which it is incumbent on their successors to improve and perpetuate." 

James Madison - Federalist Papers, No. 14, November 30, 1787 

"Courage, then, my countrymen, our contest is not only whether we ourselves shall be free, but whether there 

shall be left to mankind an asylum on earth for civil and religious liberty."  

Samuel Adams Speech at the State House, Philadelphia, August 1, 1776 

"Panics, in some cases, have their uses; they produce as much good as hurt. Their duration is always short; the 

mind soon grows through them and acquires a firmer habit than before. But their peculiar advantage is, that they 

are the touchstone of sincerity and hypocrisy, and bring things and men to light, which might have lain forever 

undiscovered." 

Thomas Paine in The American Crisis, No. 1, December 23, 1776 

"Desperate diseases require desperate remedies." 

George Washington in a Letter to John Hancock, President of Congress, December 20, 1776 

“We fight, get beat, rise and fight again.” 

General Nathaniel Green in 1781, 

"They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be 

stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next year?" 

Patrick Henry in a Speech to the Virginia Convention at St. John's Church, Richmond, Virginia, March 

25, 1775 
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Got Your Attention? 

 

There is only one way to reverse this:  

 

 
STAY CALM & CARRY ON! 

POTS 
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Web Page 

Compatriot Jeffrey F. Brunelle is the Caloosa Chapter Webmaster and the website is 

available at www.caloosaSAR.org or www.caloosaSAR.com. It is also available through a 

link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” 

button, then “Caloosa”. You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons 

of the American Revolution webpage: www.sar.org which includes a “members only” 

section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage is continuously being updated and has added features.  

Check it out if you haven’t been there recently 

 

 

The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 
 

http://www.caloosasar.org/
http://www.caloosasar.com/
http://www.flssar.org/
http://www.sar.org/

