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John C. Jones – Newsletter Editor  

Celebrating Martha Washington 
 

 Eulogized by Henry Lee as “first in war, first in 

peace, and first in the hearts of his 

countrymen,” George Washington stood pre-

eminent among America’s Founding Fathers. At 

his home, Mount Vernon, on the battlefield and 

in the presidency, Washington crossed paths with 

many others who shaped his life.  Many 

influenced the development of Washington the 

man, Washington the general and Washington 

the President, but none more than his wife 

Martha Washington. 

Following the sudden death of her wealthy husband, Daniel Custis, in 1757, 26-year-old Martha Dandridge 

Custis became perhaps Virginia’s richest and most eligible widow. Among the suitors who came calling at her 

mansion, was a young Virginia militia officer, George Washington. Washington biographer, Ron Chernow, 

writes that the future American president “courted Martha with the crisp efficiency of a military man laying 

down a well-planned siege.” The pair, who wed in January 1759, had no children together but raised Martha’s 

son and daughter (Jacky and Patsy) from her first marriage.  Martha’s initial appeal may have been more 

economic than romantic.  Shortly after they wed the union grew into one of the most admired marriages in 

American history. At Washington’s side in winter quarters for nearly half of the Revolutionary War and then as 

First Lady, Martha provided financial security, emotional support and much-needed stability amid a swirl of 

turbulent historical events. 

Life as a military spouse can be lonely, anxious, and filled with social pressure. But where do those high 

expectations come from?  Military spouses have long been expected to make sacrifices for their country 

and Martha Washington, the first First Lady, helped set the tone nearly 250 years ago. 

Like other upper-class white women of her day, Martha was expected to raise children, oversee her massive 

staff of slaves and servants, and receive her husband’s guests. But when George Washington took command of 

the Continental Army, her life changed irrevocably. She did not know it, but her husband would be gone for 

eight long years as the army struggled to defeat the larger and more technologically advanced British army. 

Today, many military members’ deployments are overseas, but George was deployed nearby. Martha followed 

him to camp, and they spent about half of the war together. 
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https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/george-washington
https://www.mountvernon.org/
https://www.history.com/topics/first-ladies/martha-washington
https://www.history.com/topics/first-ladies/martha-washington
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/virginia
https://books.google.com/books?id=r3-rsrDiE5cC&pg=PT72&lpg=PT72&dq=%22courted+Martha+with+the+crisp+efficiency+of+a+military+man+laying+down+a+well-planned+siege%22&source=bl&ots=O3GvCV4XO5&sig=ACfU3U12Z8uhYNU9F9xW6NYFcIqayBFfLw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjEmMnop5rmAhVpTt8KHbXYAUgQ6AEwAHoECAQQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22courted%20Martha%20with%20the%20crisp%20efficiency%20of%20a%20military%20man%20laying%20down%20a%20well-planned%20siege%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=r3-rsrDiE5cC&pg=PT72&lpg=PT72&dq=%22courted+Martha+with+the+crisp+efficiency+of+a+military+man+laying+down+a+well-planned+siege%22&source=bl&ots=O3GvCV4XO5&sig=ACfU3U12Z8uhYNU9F9xW6NYFcIqayBFfLw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjEmMnop5rmAhVpTt8KHbXYAUgQ6AEwAHoECAQQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22courted%20Martha%20with%20the%20crisp%20efficiency%20of%20a%20military%20man%20laying%20down%20a%20well-planned%20siege%22&f=false
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history
https://www.history.com/topics/first-ladies/martha-washington
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/george-washington
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Greetings from our President 
 

Greetings Compatriots! 

February has been a busy month in the Caloosa Chapter. We started off 

on the first by serving as host chapter for the Southwest Regional Vice 

President’s Meeting. Compatriots from Charlotte, Highlands, Naples, 

Saramana and Caloosa Chapters spent the day learning new ideas for meetings, membership 

and officer responsibilities. The meeting was led by RVP Steve Fields and included State 

President Lee Popham and Senior Vice President Dave Bussone. 

Our Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard participated in the RVP Meeting, as well as our 

Chapter meeting on the 22nd. Colors were also presented on the 22nd at the Estero Island DAR 

Meeting which included State Regent Kay Yarbrough. A very nice certificate and donation 

were made to the Chapter by the DAR. 

Our February Chapter Meeting was especially nice due to the presentation of George and 

Martha Washington as portrayed by Bill and Cara Elder. The pictures elsewhere in this issue 

give a slight glimpse into their roles as reenactors of our very first First Couple of the United 

States! 

Prior to our next Chapter meeting on March 11, commemorative events will take place in 

celebration of the last Naval Battle of the American Revolution.at Merritt Island, Florida. The 

Chapter will place a wreath in honor of those who fought there, and the Color Guard will 

participate in the presentation of colors. 

Looking a little further ahead, the Color Guard will participate in the Commemoration of the 

Battle of Thomas Creek near Jacksonville on March 28, and the next Collier Lee Honor Flight 

Welcome Home Celebration on April 25, at RSW Airport. 

There are many opportunities for Compatriots to be involved in Chapter activities and events. 

Speak to an officer if you are interested in becoming more active in your Chapter’s operations. 

Yours in Patriotism, 

Jim Stone 

2020 Caloosa Chapter President 
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February 4th ExCom Highlights 
 

Attendance: President Jim Stone, Past President and Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire, 2nd Vice 

President Hampton Allen, Treasurer Ray Dezendorf,  Registrar Chris Jenner, Genealogist Ron Peck, Historian 

Tom Thompson, Lewis Elliott Member-at-Large, Past President and Medals and Awards Committee Chairman 

Lee Matson, Sergeant-at-Arms and Webmaster Jeffrey Brunelle, Chancellor Harry Hendry, Newsletter Editor 

John Jones, and Secretary Hampton Allen. 

The meeting was called to order at 11:30 AM by President Stone. 

The Invocation was offered by Past President Lee Matson. 

The Minutes of the December 30, 2019, ExCom Meeting were approved without objection. 

A Motion to approve payment of $77.00 for the FLSSAR Special Assessment for the NSSAR 2023 National 

Congress was approved without objection. 

The Chapter No-Show Policy was defined.  Effective March 1, 2020 the following Meeting No Show Policy 

will be effective.  Meeting announcements will include a required RSVP Date for meeting reservations and/or 

cancellations/changes to meeting reservations.  No cancellations will be accepted after the RSVP deadline and 

all no-shows at meetings will be charged for the cost of the meal.  

The Benediction was offered by Past President Lee Matson. 

The meeting was adjourned without objection at 1:38 PM. 

The next meeting of the Caloosa ExCom is on March 3, 2020. 

The March Chapter meeting is on March 11, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hampton E. Allen 

Secretary 

Attention!!  for your Information!!! 

Over the past year, we have had numerous individuals who have made reservations for lunch, but for various 

reasons have been no shows at our luncheon meetings.  Unfortunately, we are obligated to give Pinchers a 

number of meals that we require 72 hours before the meeting so they can make preparations for those meals.  

We are obligated to pay for those regardless if they are served or not. 

The ExCom, regretfully, has implemented a system that if you make a reservation and cannot make the meeting 

and do not cancel 72 hours prior to the meeting you will be charged for the meal to cover that cost. 

This procedure will start with our March 2020 program schedule. 

Thank you for your understanding why this is necessary to be fiscally responsible for the Chapter’s funds. 
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Caloosa Chapter Calendar 
 

2020 
 

Wednesday, March 11 Luncheon at Pinchers 

 

Children of the American Revolution Happenings – Billy Bowlegs Chapter News, Teri Peterson 

Spaghetti & Meatballs, House Salad, Cheesecake 

 

Saturday, April 11 Luncheon at Pinchers 

 

Program Youth Recognition, Eagle Scout, Sea Cadet, Rumbaugh Oratory, Adams Brochure Meeting 

Chicken Picatta, Roasted Rosemary Red Bliss Potatoes, Peas/Carrots; Chocolate Mousse 

 

Wednesday, May 13 Luncheon at Pinchers 

 

First Responders Awards – Program TBD 

Panko Crusted Pork Tenderloin, Garlic Mashed, Steamed Broccoli; Cherry Pie 

 

 

 

Color Guard Calendar 

DAR Annual Spring Conference, Orlando posting colors Mar 6th, 2020, 7 PM 

 

DAR Annual meeting FLSSAR staffing SAR information table March 7th, 2020, 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM  

 

Last Naval Battle Celebration, Merritt Island – Mar 7th, 2020 

 

South Atlantic District Meeting, Merritt Island – March 8th 2020 

 

Lee/Collier County returning Honor Flight, Southwest Florida International Airport April 25th, 2020 

 

Battle of Thomas Creek Celebration, Jacksonville – Mar 28th, 2020 

 

FLSSAR Board of Management (BOM) meeting Kissimmee May 1st to 3rd. 

 

JROTC Awards Presentation, Ft. Myers – May 6th, 2020 

 

Battle of Pensacola Celebration, Pensacola – May 9th, 2020 
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Our Next Meeting 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to Edison Ford Estate)  

Wednesday March 11, 2020 

Children of the American.Revolution  Happenings – 

Billy Bowlegs Chapter News, Teri Peterson 
 

Menu:  Spaghetti & Meatballs, House Salad, Cheese Cake 

 
The gathering will begin at 11:00 a.m 

Cost for the luncheon is $25.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides meals in an attractive and comfortable setting 

with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time with an interesting group 

of men who share a common bond as descendants of patriots of the American Revolution. While most of our members 

reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States attend in the course of a year. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country 

who are visiting our area.  Please note that wives are welcome to attend.  

Please RSVP for meetings to:  rsvp@caloosasar.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

cid:part2.C4945278.A857DF92@slvx.com
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Our Florida Ladies Auxiliary’s major fund-raising project for 

the 2023 Congress has arrived. This project will fund our 

Auxiliary responsibilities for the Hospitality Room, all banquet 

decorations, and other activities.  We will not use any of the 

Youth Awards Fund for Congress.  

 

The Custom Woven Throw Blankets Company has made fifty-

one beautiful, 50”x60” made in the USA (North Carolina), 

100% cotton, prewashed for softness, custom throws with 

fringe all the way around.  They have helped us with our 

concept and woven our Minuteman into the design. They are 

available NOW and are “flying off the shelf.”  

 

Your throw can be reserved by ordering now. The cost is 

$70.00 for the Throw plus shipping if you would like it sent to 

you.  We will have several available at the February Leadership 

in Louisville to preview.  If we can sell all 51 Throws quickly, 

we can order again and have them at the BoM in May, if you 

miss the Leadership meeting. 

Orders may be sent to Laura Zavalia, Treasurer LAFSSSAR, 

1648 Jupiter Cove Drive, #411, Jupiter, FL 33469. Checks may be made out to LAFLSSAR for $70.00 to 

reserve one and pick it up at the BoM in May.  Add $15.00 if you want it sent to you at an address in Florida or 

$20.00 for addresses outside of Florida, for each Throw ordered. Please make the Notation:  2023 Congress on 

your check. 

 

Caloosa Hosts SW Florida Regional Meeting 
On February 1, 2020, the Caloosa Chapter hosted the Florida Society Sons of the American Revolution’s South 

Western Regional Meeting at Pincher’s at “The Marina at Edison Ford” with Southwestern Regional Vice 

President Steven Fields. 

Representatives from the Caloosa, Charlotte, Highlands, Naples and Saramana Chapters were present as the 

meeting which was opened by posting of the colors by a combined Color guard  

Honored guests from the National and Florida Societies of The Son’s of the American Revolution were present.  They 

were Vice President General of the Central District (Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, and West Virginia) William Sharp, Florida 

Society President Lee Popham, Senior Vice President of the Florida Society David Bussone, Chaplain of the Florida 

Society Dwight Elam, Historian of the Florida Society Robert McGuire, and Florida Society Ladies Auxiliary President 

Anne McGuire 

After hearing reports from the officers present and the chapters the program concluded with a round table 

discussion of common interest. 
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Pictures of SW Florida Regional Meeting 
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Chapter Facebook Page 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current 

activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your web 

browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to 

click on the link).  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter programs 

and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert within a few days of an event. If 

members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and information. Send it to 

caloosasar@aemyers.net.  

 

Caloosa Chapter Leadership for 2020 

1st row left to right:  Sergeant-At-Arms Jeffrey F Brunelle, Treasurer Raymond C. Dezendorf Jr, Chaplin Rev. Dwight D. Elam, 

Genealogist Dr. Ronald L. Peck, Member-At-Large Lewis S. Elliott 

2nd row left to right:  .2nd Vice President/Secretary Hampton E. Allen, Chancellor Harry O. “Hank” Hendry, President James D. Stone, 

Historian Thomas Thompson, Registrar Christopher J. Jenner, ,  

 

Not Pictured: Vice President Edward “Mike” Buff and Assistant Registrar Douglas C. Walsh,. 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

Managing to escape the group photo 

above, but not the diligence of newsletter 

photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 

Historian Hal Theiss 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
mailto:%20caloosasar@aemyers.net
mailto:%20caloosasar@aemyers.net
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Our February 22nd Meeting 

                                              

 

 

                                        
  

                                            

 

Additional Photographs can be seen on our Facebook page 

 

Compatriot Thomas Thompson receiving  

his Military Service Medal and Certificate 
President Stone displaying the Appreciation 

Certificate from the Estero Island Chapter NSDAR for 
our Color Guard posting colors at their meeting 

FLSSAR Auxiliary President Anne McGuire unveils the 

Afghan Fund raiser for the 2023 National Congress 

The Afghan available in limited quantities 

(Look for article elsewhere for details) 

Our guests of honor  George and Martha Washington 

Celebrating the Preidents Birthday 
President Washington reading newspaper accounts  

of his Farewell Address 



 

10 
 

More of Our February 22nd Meeting 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Additional Photographs can be seen on our Facebook page 

The Caloosa Chapter Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 Color Guard posting of the colors at our Banquet celebrating the 

Birthday of our First President George Washington 

The Washington’s table Washington greets the assembled guests for his Birthday 

Martha welcomes the guests 
Two Presidents 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is 

named in honor of Henry Lee III, a 

Virginia patrician (and father of 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee) 

who became a captain in a Virginia 

dragoon detachment at the outbreak of 

the Revolutionary War. In 1778, he 

was promoted to Major and given 

command of a mixed corps of cavalry 

and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. 

During this period, he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his 

horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known in the Continental 

Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was given authorization to form a formal 

Legionary Corps. Many of the best soldiers from other units either volunteered or were specially invited to join 

its ranks. In 1780 Lee was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and on January 1, 1781 the Legion was re-

designated as the 2nd Partisan Corps, organized with 3 troops of horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was assigned 

to General Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color 

Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety 

of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions 

about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to 

meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-

era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional 

and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light 

Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at:  mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com.

 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

Service to Veterans Medal awarded to  

Compatriot Lloyd Simmons 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com
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SAR Education Center and Museum Liberty Tree Campaign 

We need your help to educate, inform, and inspire the public for generations to come.  

In 2026, we will be celebrating the 250th Anniversary of American Independence. Could there be a more fitting 

tribute to the men and women who secured the civil liberties that we enjoy today than to share their story with 

the world? We need your help to ensure that the SAR Education Center and Museum is completed in time to 

celebrate the 250th Anniversary of American Independence in 2026. 

 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is proud to introduce a new way for you to support the SAR Education Center and 

Museum and help us achieve our ambitious goal: The Liberty Tree Campaign. Few of us can make a gift of 

$1,000 or even $500 without pause, no matter how much we believe in a project. But could you budget $25 or 

$50 each month to support the sharing of American History?  The SAR Education Center and Museum Liberty 

Tree Campaign has been designed to allow support based on monthly giving. Think of it as another utility bill, 

but instead of water or gas, you’ll be helping to complete and endow the SAR Education Center and Museum. 

 
The SAR Foundation recognizes donors to the Liberty Tree Campaign at four levels. 

Bronze – A one-time gift of $1,250 or monthly gifts of $25 until the total is reached 

Silver- A one-time gift of $2,500 or monthly gifts of $50 until the total is reached 

Gold – A one-time gift of $25,000 or monthly gifts of $500 until the total is reached 

 

Donors will be recognized with a lapel pin like the one pictured above.  Donors at the Gold and Diamond 

Levels will also be recognized with an appropriate naming opportunity in the SAR Education Center and 

Museum. Please contact the SAR Foundation Office at (502) 315-1777 to arrange a pledge by phone or make 

a pledge or one-time gift to the Liberty Tree Campaign today! 

 

 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=31
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=31
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=31
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=31
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343554&id=30
https://www.sarfoundation.org/education/sar-annual-conference-on-the-american-revolution/stars-for-website-iii/
https://www.sarfoundation.org/education/sar-annual-conference-on-the-american-revolution/stars-for-website-iii/
https://www.sarfoundation.org/education/sar-education-center-and-museum-liberty-tree-campaign/ltc-badge-wo-jacket/
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Web Page 

Compatriot Jeffrey F. Brunelle is the Caloosa Chapter Webmaster and the website is 

available at www.caloosaSAR.org or www.caloosaSAR.com. It is also available through a 

link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” 

button, then “Caloosa”. You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons 

of the American Revolution webpage: www.sar.org which includes a “members only” 

section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage is currently being updated and has added feature:  

Check it out if you haven’t been there recently 

 

 

The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 
 

http://www.caloosasar.org/
http://www.caloosasar.com/
http://www.flssar.org/
http://www.sar.org/

