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Volume XIII Issue VII    Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution Newsletter   Summer 2019 

                Douglas Harold Parker III – Newsletter Editor 

 

C o l l i e r - L e e  H o n o r  F l i g h t  M i s s i o n  # 1 9  
S a t u r d a y ,  M a y  4 ,  2 0 1 9  

 

Since 1985, getting up at the crack of dawn on the first Saturday in May 

was nothing unusual. That’s what my friends and I did to make sure we 

got to Churchill Downs when the gates opened so we’d get prime seating 

in the infield for the Kentucky Derby. I was up before dawn the first 

Saturday in May in 2019 also, but the experience would be a lot different 

than what I was used to. 

 

 May 4th, 2019, was the culmination of something that had been brewing 

for several months. Actually, it was more like several years. It was at least 

10 years ago when I first heard about Honor Flight from a patriotic friend 

of mine back in the Chicago area (moving to Florida wasn’t even a thought 

back then). Then at our November 10, 2018, SAR Caloosa chapter 

meeting, Dr. Debi Lux, gave a presentation on an organization she 

founded, Collier-Lee Honor Flight. One of our Caloosa members talked about his experience being a guardian 

on a previous Honor Flight. It sounded like something I would be very interested in doing, in part to honor my 

father who was killed in a USAF B-47 crash in 1958 when I was 15 months old. Were he alive today, Honor 

Flight seems like something he’d participate in. Within a few weeks of the November chapter meeting, I filled 

out an application to be a guardian on the next flight.  

 

I was thrilled in early April to receive notification that I had been 

selected to be a guardian on the May 4th flight. Dr. Lux and her 

organization really have the Honor Flight process down and do a 

terrific job. 10 days before the flight all Guardians were required 

to attend a training session. At the session, I learned this was the 

largest Collier-Lee Honor Flight to date. Our flight would include 

86 veterans (15 from WWII), 86 guardians, four bus captains, 

four bus medics, and a few other support personnel. One week 

before the flight, a meet & greet was held, at which guardians met 

the veteran they had been paired with in person. It was my 

pleasure to meet my veteran, Lee Till. Lee was a Cold War era 

Army veteran. We had spoken on the phone a week earlier.   

We figured out pretty quickly that at one point in the early 1960s, 

we lived just a couple miles apart in Evanston, a near north 

suburb of Chicago. 

CALOOSA 
PATRIOT

https://www.sar.org/
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Flight day finally arrived. Despite the very early hour, everyone seemed enthusiastic and excited. The itinerary 

was extensive and detailed, including five stops at which we were to get all the vets off and back on the buses. 

The inside of the plane was decorated with bunting and patriotic ornaments. Seating on the plane was well 

planned. In each row, three veterans sat together, and their three guardians sat across the aisle.  

 

The immense respect for the veterans we saw that day started the minute we touched down at Reagan Airport. 

The fire department fired water cannons over our plane, one of twelve Honor Flights visiting Washington DC 

that day. When we exited the jet way, there was a welcoming reception of a few hundred people, as well as a 

band playing patriotic music. As we walked through the terminal to get to the buses, passengers at other gates 

waiting for their flights spontaneously cheered on our vets when they saw our Honor Flight delegation.  

 

Our first stop was the World War II Memorial. Our procedure for 

getting the vets on and off the buses looked like we had rehearsed 

it for weeks. Wheelchairs for vets that needed or wanted them 

were brought near the door of the bus. Collier-Lee Honor Flight 

claims a 100% safety record, and our day did nothing to change 

that. There was a nice reception at the memorial, many of the vets 

leaving with lipstick on their cheeks. Daughters of the American 

Revolution had a group there taking pictures with the vets. This is 

where our group photo was taken, initially the vets and then the 

whole group. The tour of the WWII memorial ended with a bugler 

playing Taps. 

 

Next stop was the relatively new (opened in 2006) Air Force Memorial. It sits on a bit of a hill, from which you 

can see part of Arlington National Cemetery in one direction, and the Pentagon in another direction. We had 

lunch there, which we were told would be steak and lobster, but it tasted more like ham and turkey sandwiches. 

Back on the buses for the short ride to Arlington National Cemetery, this also happens to be my father’s final 

resting place. The main attraction there was viewing the changing of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier. The precision with which it’s performed was amazing. Audie Murphy’s grave is near the Tomb of the 

Unknown, so that was another attraction we got to see. 

 

Next was a visit to the Marine Corps War Memorial, 

aka the Iwo Jima Memorial, our shortest stop. Its 

height alone was very impressive. Walking around 

it, one could see an inscription of every conflict the 

Marines have been involved in from the 

Revolutionary War through Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Included were the “Florida Indian Wars,” something 

I was previously unaware of. Our final stop was to 

visit the Korean and Vietnam War Memorials, both 

of which are adjacent to the Lincoln Memorial. The 

Korean War Memorial was fascinating. It includes 

statues of 19 soldiers performing various military 

functions. It’s bordered by a long granite wall full of 

sand blasted images and inscriptions covering many 

aspects of the Korean conflict.  

 

As we walked around the area, it was so gratifying to see many young students there on field trips to approach 

our veterans and thank them for their service. This is something we saw all day, everywhere we went.  
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We returned to Reagan Airport, where again we got cheers from many passengers waiting for their flights at 

other gates as we walked past. There was another Honor Flight departing from the gate next to ours. A swing 

band was there, playing big band music while we waited to board. A few of the vets even did a little dancing. 

 

Although it was a long day, no one seemed ready for it to be over. Another surprise for the vets came on the 

return flight, when the Honor Flight volunteers announced, “Mail call!” This was a surprise (to the vets) that 

had been planned for the previous month. It was designed to make the vets feel like they did when mail call 

happened while they were deployed overseas. Every vet received a large envelope full of letters from friends, 

family, and people they didn’t know who appreciated their service. The letters had been collected during the 

month before the flight.  

 

The biggest surprise was yet to come, the reception when we arrived at RSW, which was around 9:00pm, about 

45 minutes late. Hopefully there were no fires in Fort Myers that night, because most of the fire department 

equipment was at the airport to welcome our flight. All vets were asked to ride in wheelchairs for the reception, 

whether they needed them or not. The reception was amazing. There had to be at least 2,000 people crammed 

into the ticketing area at RSW. SAR and Knights of Columbus were among several color guards. Boy Scouts 

and Girl Scouts approached the vets and thanked them as they wheeled by. There were bands and bagpipes, all 

pretty overwhelming.  

 

 

The best surprise of the day for my veteran, Lee, came as I was 

rolling him through the huge reception. He was under the impression 

he was getting a ride home from a friend once we got through the 

reception. I found out from this friend a week earlier that Lee’s two 

sons were flying in from up north to surprise him, along with his 

wife. When they popped out from the crowd, he was indeed 

surprised, and I was glad to get a picture of the look on his face. I’m 

extremely happy to have participated in a long day and most 

memorable event. It felt good to contribute to the well-deserved 

respect that the veterans got that day. I hope to do it again, and 

recommend that anyone interested become involved with Collier-Lee 

Honor Flight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Collier – Lee Honor Flight Mission #19 
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From the President 

Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

April is a month (along with November) when we meet on a Saturday instead 

of the usual 2
nd

 Wednesday luncheons. We also have an evening banquet on 

Washington’s Birthday. Compatriots with difficulty (such as work or school 

schedules) taking a couple of hours attending in the middle of the day and week 

may still take part in Chapter activities this way. We feature scouting and youth 

programs in April. The winner of the King Eagle Scout Essay contest (Eagle 

Scout Jacob Peters) read his essay, and Naval Sea Cadet Anna Langford was 

presented the Bronze Good Citizenship Award. 

The Caloosa Chapter presented 15 Bronze ROTC Medals to Outstanding Cadets at the Annual Army JROTC 

Awards Ceremony on May 1
st
. Presenters from the Caloosa Chapter in Colonial uniform joined with dozens of 

other veteran and patriotic organizations at this event attended by hundreds of cadets and a total of well over a 

thousand people. On May 4
th

, three Caloosa members served as Guardians and one member as a Veteran 

Honoree on the Collier-Lee Honor Flight Mission #19. After a day in DC visiting monuments, a welcome 

reception was be held at RSW airport which included the Caloosa Color Guard augmented by Saramana and 

Naples units, along with many DAR Chapter representatives from the area. The program is now accepting 

applications from Vietnam Veterans for future Honor Flights. At the May 8
th

 meeting we presented awards to 

members of the Ft. Myers Police Department and the Hendry County Sheriff’s Office. 

The Florida Society SAR Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet was held on May 10, 2019 in Kissimmee 

Florida. This included workshops on topics such as the Patriot Research System and Patriot Grave Marking, and 

a Congress Planning Committee meeting to start preparations for hosting the NSSAR Congress in 2023. The 

Ladies Auxiliary also held meetings and there was a Youth Luncheon at which a number of contestants were 

recognized with certificates and cash awards. The business meetings included election of officers for the 2019-

2020 term. At the Awards Banquet, members of the Florida Society were recognized for their contributions with 

various medals and certificates, and SAR members who had passed away during the past year were 

memorialized. At the Installation Banquet our new State President, Lee Popham, was installed along with other 

officers. I will serve another term as State Historian and was nominated again to be Alternate Trustee for 

Florida, and Dwight Elam will serve again as the State Chaplain. 

A new initiative from the National Society entitled the Patriot Records System is underway. This consists of 

three main files of data about Patriots: Grave information, Biographic information, and Lineage information. 

All of this is searchable by specific Patriot. Data is being entered by volunteers from each state. Over the past 

year, volunteers have added or updated 11,445 Patriots, 9,850 applications, and 2,552 Patriot biographies. 

Compatriots who are assisting in this project make a real contribution by entering data on their own schedule 

and at their own location. If you think you might be interested in assisting with this project, send me an email 

and I will provide more details. 

Yours in Patriotism, 

Robert W. McGuire, Jr.,Caloosa Chapter President 
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Caloosa Chapter Executive Committee Minutes, FLSSAR 

Pinchers, The Marina at Edison Ford, Fort Myers, FL 

April 2, 2019 

Attendance: President and Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire, Vice President Edward Buff, 2nd Vice 

President and Treasurer Ray Dezendorf, Genealogist Chris Jenner, Registrar Ronald Peck, Past President and 

Medals and Awards Committee Chairman Lee Matson, Chaplain Dwight Elam, Member –at-Large Joseph 

Lundquist, and Secretary James Stone. 

The meeting was called to order at 11:25 am by President McGuire. 

The Invocation was offered by Chaplain Elam. 

President McGuire announced that a very successful Liberty Tree Dedication was held this past Saturday at the 

Southwest Florida Council Boy Scouts of America office. He also shared dates and locations of upcoming local, 

state and national meetings. 

The Minutes of the March 5, 2019, Excom meeting were approved without objection. 

A motion was approved without objection to change the Standing Rules as follows: Section19, Paragraph F, 

to increase the prize for First place for the Knight Essay contest to $250.00; to add awards for the Junior 

ROTC Essay contest to provide a prize of $250.00 for First place, $100.00 for Second place and $50.00 for 

Third place. 

A motion was approved without objection to approve the request of Frank Mann to have his membership 

status changed to Emeritus II and to submit such request to the Florida Society for their approval. 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was approved without objection at 1:30 pm. 

The closing Benediction was offered by Chaplain Elam. 
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Caloosa Chapter Executive Committee Minutes, FLSSAR 

Pinchers, The Marina at Edison Ford, Fort Myers, FL 

April 30, 2019 

Attendance: President and Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire, 2nd Vice President and Treasurer Ray 

Dezendorf, Genealogist Chris Jenner, Registrar Ronald Peck, Past President and Medals and Awards 

Committee Chairman Lee Matson, Chaplain Dwight Elam, Historian Wesley Higgins, Chancellor Hank Hendry, 

Secretary James Stone, and guest Hamp Allen. 

The meeting was called to order at 11:33 am by President McGuire. 

The Invocation was offered by Lee Matson. 

The Minutes of April 2, 2019, Excom were approved as distributed. 

A motion was approved without objection to confirm that funds raised at the 2018 Gala are to subsidize 

guardians from Caloosa Chapter for future Honor Flights. 

A motion was approved without objection to authorize the Chapter Treasurer to pay Chapter obligations 

until a new budget is prepared, submitted and approved by Excom. 

A motion to Adjourn the meeting was approved without objection at 1:28 pm. 

The Benediction was offered by Chaplain Elam. 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 2019 

2019 Caloosa Chapter Officers 

Front to Back:  

Sergeant-at-Arms Lewis Elliott          Chaplain Rev. Dwight Elam 

Member-at-Large Joe Lunquist            Vice President Mike Buff 

President LTC Robert McGuire          Genealogist Christopher Jenner 

Registrar Dr. Ronald Peck                      Secretary James Stone 

Trust Fund Committee MAJ Earl Kennedy                    Chancellor Hank Hendry 

                  Historian Dr. Wesley Higgins 

 

Not Pictured: 

Assistant Registrar Douglas Walsh          2
nd

 V.P/Treasurer Ray Dezendorf 
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 

current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 

web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 

able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 

programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 

day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 

information. Send it to caloosasar@aemyers.net  

 

Web Page 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot William Branthoover has taken over as the Caloosa Chapter Webmaster and there is already an 

updated website available at www.caloosaSAR.org or www.caloosaSAR.com. It is also available through a 

link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  

You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 

www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 

important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out. Send Bob 

your ideas for additions and improvements at rmcguire@slvx.com 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 

information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 

to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
mailto:caloosasar@aemyers.net
http://www.caloosasar.org/
http://www.caloosasar.com/
http://www.flssar.org/
http://www.sar.org/
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Our Calendar of Events 

The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1
st
 Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2
nd

 

Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $25.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 

comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 

with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendants of patriots of the American Revolution. 

While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States attend in the 

course of a year. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 

country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Jim Stone -   jim5176@hotmail.com  

 

Please info-copy: Mike Buff - ebuff0723@aol.com 

 2019 Program Schedule 

Summer Hiatus – June through September 

 

October 9 – TBD 

November 9 – TBD 

December 11 - TBD 

 

mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com
mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com


 

10 
 

The SAR Foundation, Inc. 

The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission 

is to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On 

September 25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the 

library is complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to 

include a world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on 

freedom and independence everywhere. Having raised over $12 million to date, another $10 million is 

needed to complete the opening of a gallery, library, education center and offices for 809 Main Street, 

Louisville, Kentucky. Within the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who 

have provided a NSSAR legacy bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the 

SAR Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain 

you recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-

deductible contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

  

http://www.sarfoundation.org/
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  April 13 Chapter Meeting 
 

Our April gathering was the second of our Saturday meetings that we hold each season. The purpose is to 

make attendance easier for our members and guests who have other commitments during the week. Each 

year in April, we feature a program recognizing the accomplishments of young people, particularly in 

scouting. This year we recognized Eagle Scout, Jacob Peters, first place winner of the Caloosa Chapter 

Arthur M. Bedena Eagle Scout Contest. He read his essay titled, “The History of the Army Rangers.” We 

presented the SAR Bronze Good Citizenship Medal to Naval Sea Cadet Anna Langford in recognition of 

her outstanding performance as a member of the Gulf Eagle Division, US Naval Sea Cadet Corps.  

During the gathering time During the gathering time 

During the gathering time During the gathering time 

During the gathering time During the gathering time 
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President McGuire calling the meeting to order 

Chapter Chaplain Dwight Elam giving the 

benediction prayer 

Honorees posing with President McGuire 

Naval Sea Cadet Anna Langford receiving the SAR 

Bronze Good Citizenship medal and certificate 

Eagle Scout Jacob Peters was selected as First Place 

winner of the Arthur M and Berdena King Eagle 

Scout Contest 

Jacob reading his essay, “The History of the Army 

Rangers” 
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May 8 Chapter Meeting 
 

For our last Chapter meeting for the season we feature a program recognizing the accomplishments of our First 

Responders. We were joined by the Hendry County Sheriff’s Office, Deputy Wanda Hainly and LT Reed. We 

were also joined by the Fort Myers Police Department, Officer Adam Jobbers-Miller (Patricia & Dave Miller), 

Chief Derrick Diggs, Deputy Chief Jeff Meyers and Captain William Newhouse.  

During the gathering time During the gathering time 

During the gathering time 
During the gathering time 

During the gathering time Catching an action shot of Compatriot Myers taking 

pictures for the Chapter Facebook Page  
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Chief Diggs speaks about Officer Adam E. 

Jobbers-Miller who died in the line of duty 

Hendry County Sherriff’s Deputy Wanda Hainly 

and her award 

Patricia & Dave Miller receive the Law Enforcement 

Commendation award and medal for their son, Officer Adam E. 

Jobbers-Miller 

Posthumous award for Office Jobbers-Miller 

Carl and Ethel Sutphin were presented with awards for 

their Liberty Tree service. Carl was given the Bronze 

Roger Sherman Award and Ethel the Bronze Good 

Citizenship Medal 

Debra Allen was awarded a Certificate of 

Appreciation 
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May 10-11 BOM Meeting 

Memorial Service, McGuire rang bell as each departed 

Compatriot’s name was read by Chaplain Elam 

Pres. McGuire accepted Caloosa Chapter 3rd place 

award for FLSSAR Chapter Challenge contest 

Compatriot Stone and Elam received Silver Roger 

Sherman Medal 
Ladies Auxillary officers were sworn in by V.P. General 

SAD General Dan Woodruff: L to R – Deleores Wolf, 

Laurie Vavalia, Anne McGuire, Kerry Wicks, Cathy 

Thomas, Arlen Stone 

State Eagle Scout Chairman Jim 

Stone awarded Eagle Scout, Stewart 

Case, 1
st
 Place in the Arthur M. and 

Berdena King Eagle Scout contest 

Compatriot McGuire was 

awarded the State 

Meritorious Service Medal 

Compatriots Moody & Williams 

received the Von Steuben Color Guard 

Medal 



 

16 
 

Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 

of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of 

cavalry and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse 

Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known in 

the Continental Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was given authorization 

to form a formal Legionary Corps. 

Many of the best soldiers from other 

units either volunteered or were 

specially invited to join its ranks. In 

1780 Lee was promoted to Lieutenant 

Colonel and on January 1, 1781 the 

Legion was designated as the 2
nd

 

Partisan Corps, organized with 3 troops 

of horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was 

assigned to General Nathaniel Greene 

for service in the Southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the 

American Revolution. Color Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades 

and memorial events. The variety of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to 

come forward and ask questions about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made 

up of members who come to meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or 

Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in 

community events locally, as well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman 

Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the 

Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com. 

During the gathering time 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com
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The S.A.R. Pledge 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court , and a 

nation of free men. 


