
 

   

 

Volume XII Issue VII    Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution Newsletter   Spring 2017 

Florida Society Board of Management Meetings   
                By Robert W. McGuire, Jr. 

Compatriots, 
For those who joined the Sons of the American 
Revolution for more than simply having a 
certificate to hang on your wall, the Florida Society 
SAR (FLSSAR) performs an important function. At 
each level of organization: the National Society, the 
Florida Society, and the Caloosa Chapter, the 
“objects” are the same – “patriotic, historical, and 
educational, and include activities to perpetuate the 
memory of the men and women who, by their 
services or sacrifices during the war of the 
American Revolution, achieved the independence of 
the American people.” The Florida Society supports 
and leverages activities conducted by the Chapters. 
This includes working to preserve our nation’s past; 
assisting schools, teachers, and the public; and 

sustaining and preserving our history and 
constitutional principles by providing structure and 
leadership, pooled resources, and being a conduit to 
the National Society. 

The governing body of the Florida Society is its 
Board of Management (BOM) which exercises 
management control of the Society and, along with 
officers and committees of FLSSAR, carries out 
programs that support our purposes. These include 
participation in historical ceremonies, honoring the 
American Flag, conducting contests for youth 
related to our Constitution and our founders, 
recognizing good citizenship, promoting patriotism, 
and conducting genealogical research.  

PPAATTRRIIOOTT   
CALOOSA 

RRRiiiccchhhaaarrrddd   QQQ...   FFFooowwwllleeerrr   NNNeeewwwsssllleeetttttteeerrr   AAAwwwaaarrrddd   fffooorrr   222000111555   &&&   222000111666   –––   222nnnddd   PPPlllaaaccceee   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   CCCaaallloooooosssaaa   PPPaaatttrrriiiooottt   

https://www.sar.org/�


 

2 
  

The FLSSAR BOM meets at least twice each year 
on a state-wide basis to conduct business, to 
promote fellowship, and to present awards that 
recognize the contributions of members as well as 
youth along with leaders in our communities. These 
meetings are held in the Orlando area generally over 
a two-day period and include business meetings, 
workshops, and banquets. The meeting in the spring 
is designated the “Annual Meeting” and includes 
election and installation of officers for the ensuing 
12 month period. All members of the Caloosa 

Chapter are also members of the Florida Society 
and may vote at the Annual Meeting. Members are 
also welcomed (and encouraged) to attend all BOM 
meetings. Each Chapter is allocated a number of 
voting delegates to the BOM depending on factors 
such as office(s) held, and number of chapter 
members. The main point is that it is not necessary 
to be a voting delegate at BOM to get a value from 
attending. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Youth Awards Luncheon on Saturday, May 20th was an 
occasion for recognizing outstanding performance of citizens 
including the Tom & Betty Lawrence American History 
Teacher Award. This is presented to a teacher whose 
instruction on the Revolutionary War era demonstrates efforts 
that exceed and excel. 

 
The JROTC Enhanced Program requires the 
cadet to write an original 500-700 word essay 
“How JROTC has prepared me to be a better 
citizen of the United States of America.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration competition 
is held at the chapter, state, and national levels. The 
oration is on a subject of an event, personality, or 
document pertaining to the Revolutionary War and its 
relationship to America today. 

The Awards Banquet on Friday evening was an opportunity 
for the FLSSAR to recognize the contributions of 
compatriots in supporting the programs of the Florida 
Society. Certificates of Distinguished Service were presented 
to officers and to committee chairman along with many other 
individual and chapter awards. 
 
 
 
 

 
At the Installation Banquet, newly elected officers and the 
FLSSAR President were inducted with the administration of 
the oath of office. 
 
 
A Memorial Service remembering 31 compatriots who had died during 2016 was held on Saturday morning. 
The weekend also included a South Atlantic District meeting, a Ladies Auxiliary luncheon and meeting and the 
FLSSAR Annual Meeting and election. More details of the meeting begin on page 19. 
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FFFrrrooommm   YYYooouuurrr   NNNeeewwwsssllleeetttttteeerrr   
EEEdddiiitttooorrr       
Compatriots, 
For the second time, what began as April/May issue 
of the Caloosa Patriot has become the “Spring” 
issue, including activities from April, May, and 
June. Fortunately this is the final issue for the 
“season” as we are now on summer hiatus with no 
more membership meetings until October. That 
doesn’t mean that we completely hibernate, as may 
be seen on the “Looking Ahead” chart on the 
following page there are still SAR (and other) 
activities to occupy us. 

I am pleased to report that our Caloosa Patriot 
newsletter was selected again for the second place 
Richard Q. Fowler Newsletter award at the Spring 
Board of Management (BOM) meeting in May. I 
am much more pleased that one of our newer 
members, Compatriot Trey Parker, has consented to 
take the helm of this publication beginning with the 
next issue due out in the fall. Perhaps Trey will 
succeed where I have not – bringing the publication 
to a level where it is recognized with a FIRST place 
Fowler award next year. I must be a good salesman, 
because he has also agreed to replace me as the 
Webmaster of Caloosasar.com. I expect that Trey 
will bring his own style and content to both the 
newsletter and the website to make them better yet. 
He will need your support as you have supported 
me in the past. 

We have a full calendar of programs for the next 
season starting in October. We will continue with 
programs by individuals who do a masterful job of 
portraying our founders and Revolutionary Patriots. 
In an effort to make our meetings more accessible 
to members who have commitments of school or 
work on Wednesday afternoons, we have continued 
with our two Saturday meetings and added an 
evening affair. The latter is a combined celebration 
of Washington’s Birthday and the Caloosa Chapter 
45th Charter anniversary – and will be held on the 

evening of February 22nd. It will feature a gala 
banquet and program presentation by George & 
Martha Washington. 

It is understood that there are some members who 
would rather continue with the Wednesday 
luncheon schedule, and we may miss seeing them at 
meetings held at other days or times. The ExCom 
took this into consideration in deciding on the new 
schedule, and only hope that those compatriots join 
us as often as they are able to, while others whom 
we rarely see will now be able to join us. 

What’s in this issue? 

• Looking Ahead – page 4 
• April 3rd ExCom Highlights – page 5 
• May 1st ExCom Highlights – page 6 
• President’s Message – page 7 
• Bylaws revision – pages 8, 9 
• Regional conference – page 9 
• Uniform to Museum – page 13 
• JROTC Awards – page 13 
• May 10th Meeting & Awards – pages 14-18 
• Spring BOM – pages 19-20 
• Memorial Day Activities – page 21 
• Flag Day Ceremony – page 22 

I have put an emphasis in this issue on FLSSAR 
activities, particularly the Board of Management 
meetings, in hopes that more compatriots will 
choose to participate in SAR programs and events at 
the State and National levels along with our Chapter 
activities. You will not find an opportunity to meet 
a more interesting group of gentlemen than by 
attending a BOM. Wives are welcome at BOM as 
well as all SAR activities – making them family 
events. Let me or any ExCom member know if you 
would like more information. 

Thank you for the privilege of being your newsletter 
editor for the past three years. I have enjoyed it 
greatly. 

Bob McGuire  
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Looking Ahead 
 

 
  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
June – 

September 
Summer Hiatus  No Membership meetings 

July    
4 Independence Day  1776 

7 – 12 127th NSSAR Congress Knoxville, TN  
August 12 FLSSAR SW Regional 

Conference 
Pinchers, Ft. Myers  

September    
3 Treaty of Paris Paris 1783 end of Revolutionary 

War 
4 Labor Day  1st Monday 
9 Heroes Parade Cape Coral Color Guard Activity 

11 Patriot Day  2001 National Day of 
Remembrance 

16 Constitution Day DAR Luncheon 1787 
28-30 Fall Leadership Louisville, KY  

October    
2 ExCom Pinchers, Ft. Myers  
7 Battle of Kings Mountain SC  

11 Membership Meeting Pinchers, Ft. Myers Thomas Jefferson 
? Liberty Tree re-dedication Fort Myers Details TBD 

31 Halloween   
November    

3-5 Fall BOM Kissimmee, FL  
6 ExCom Pinchers, Ft. Myers  
7 Election Day   

11 Membership Meeting Pinchers, Ft. Myers Also Veterans Day/Saturday 
23 Thanksgiving   

December    
4 ExCom Pinchers, Ft. Myers  

13 Membership Meeting Pinchers, Ft. Myers Annual Meeting 
25 Christmas   
31 New Year’s Eve   
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Attendance: President Russell Radcliffe, Vice President, Registrar, Webmaster, Newsletter Editor and Color 
Guard Commander Robert McGuire, Treasurer Edward Buff, Immediate Past President Lee Matson, 
Genealogist Albert Myers, Chaplain and Awards Committee Chair Randy Moody, Member-at-large Lewis 
Elliott, Secretary James Stone, and guest Lisa Mathews (Lee Matson’s daughter). 

The meeting was called to order by President Radcliffe at 12:05pm. 

Compatriot Albert Myers gave the Invocation. 

The Minutes of the March 6, 2017 Meeting were approved without objection. 

The Treasurer’s was accepted without objection. Checking account balance as of March 31, 2017 is 
$5211.08. Vanguard balance is $43,330.65. 

Registrar’s Report was approved without objection. It was noted that the Application form has been 
updated, and lineage information without documentation may no longer be included. 

Mentors have been assigned to all but the newest members. 

Awards Committee: A motion to authorize the presentation of the Medal of Appreciation to Kim Parker 
was approved. It will be presented at the April 15, 2017 Membership Meeting. 

A motion to continue the $150 subsidy for first uniform purchased by a Color Guard Member was 
approved without objection. The policy will be added to the Standing Rules. 

Postage expenses for the secretary were approved without objection.  

Albert Myers was designated as an alternate for any voting member of the Caloosa Chapter unable to 
attend the May Board of Managers Meeting. Approved without objection. 

NSSAR requires Boy Scout Youth Protection Training for all members interacting with youth. The 
President and Secretary will report to law enforcement any incidents involving violations of the Youth 
Protection Guidelines. Orientation for completing the training will be provided at the April Membership 
Meeting. 

An expenditure of $61.50 was approved for purchase of militia uniform parts for display at the Cape 
Coral Military Museum. 

Membership Meetings for 2017-2018 will be as follows: Wednesday October 11, 2017; Saturday November 
11, 2017; Annual Meeting Wednesday December 13, 2017; Installation Banquet Wednesday evening January 
10, 2018; Washington’s Birthday and Caloosa Chapter 45th Anniversary Gala Banquet Thursday February 22, 
2018; Wednesday March 14, 2018; Saturday April 14, 2018; Wednesday May 9, 2018. 

The meeting was adjourned and the closing Benediction was given by Chaplain Moody. 

 

April 3rd ExCom Highlights 
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Attendance: President Russell Radcliffe; Vice President, Registrar, Webmaster, Newsletter Editor and Color 
Guard Commander Robert McGuire, Treasurer Edward Buff, Immediate Past President Lee Matson, Chaplain 
and Awards Committee Chair Randy Moody, Member-at-large Lewis Elliott, Secretary James Stone. 

The meeting was called to order by President Radcliffe at 12:04 pm. 

The Invocation was given by Chaplain Randy Moody. 

A militia uniform will be presented by the chapter to the Southwest Florida Military Museum in Cape Coral on 
May 2, at 11:00 am. 

The Junior ROTC Awards will be presented on May 3, at 6:30 pm. 

The minutes of the April 3, 2017 meeting were approved without objection. 

The Treasurer's Report was accepted without objection. Checking account balance as of April 30, 2017 is 
$4918.68. Vanguard balance is $43,330.65. 

The Registrar's Report was accepted without objection. Backlog of new applications at NSSAR is 
improving. One new member induction is likely at the May meeting. Four more will wait until October, after 
summer break.  

Webmaster reported that website is being updated. 

Awards Committee Report was accepted. A motion from the committee to present Commendation 
Medals to first responders was approved for the following  individuals: Cape Coral Police Chief David 
Newlan - Law Enforcement Medal; Lee County Sheriff Department Detective John Lathrop - Law Enforcement 
Medal and Communications Supervisor Kallie Risch - Law Enforcement Medal; Fort Myers Fire Department 
Daniel Chandler - Fire Safety Medal and Yunel Perez-Mazola-Fire Safety Medal; Lee County EMS Flight 
Nurse Melissa Brooks - EMS Medal, Flight Paramedic Keith Parsons - EMS Medal and Flight Paramedic 
Shawn Shuman-EMS Medal. 

Color Guard Report was accepted as submitted. The Color Guard will apply to participate in the Parade for 
Heroes to be held in Cape Coral on September 9. 

Liberty Tree approval was received from the Florida Department of Transportation to remove the monument at 
the Daniels Rest Area and place at it another location which is being considered. 

Naturalization Ceremonies generally take place every Tuesday and Thursday and SAR may participate to 
welcome new citizens. Contact Bob McGuire for coordination. 

Committee appointments as provided for in the Standing Rules were accepted. Those approved will be 
contacted and asked to serve. 

The closing prayer was offered by Chaplain Moody and the meeting was adjourned at 2:01 pm. 

  

May 1st ExCom Highlights 
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

May was an eventful month.  A Revolutionary War militia 
uniformed mannequin was formally presented to the Southwest 
Florida Military Museum and Library on May 2. On May 10 at 
our regular monthly meeting we expressed appreciation to those 
who serve us: this included the Cape Coral Chief of Police, who 
addressed us with a talk about police-community mutual 
interaction and support. Cape Coral is the safest community of its 
size in the country. Certificates of appreciation were then given 
to the Police Chief, as well as three members of a helicopter 
rescue unit who were the first in Florida to do a blood transfusion 
in flight. Also recognized was a dispatcher who provided 

emergency intervention to a motorcyclist shot in front of her while driving home. 

The Board of Management meeting was held in Orlando May 19 to 21, attended by Bob (and 
Anne) McGuire, myself, Lewis Elliott, Randy (and Lee) Moody, Lee Matson, Albert Myers, 
and Dwight (and Becky) Elam. The FLSSAR Annual Meeting (including election of officers) 
was also held on Saturday morning, May 20th. 

Our Color Guard participated in a Ceremony at the Fort Myers Memorial Gardens on Memorial 
Day, represented by Bob McGuire, Dwight Elam, Lewis Elliott and Mike Buff.  Rev. Randy 
Moody served as Chaplain for the event, in uniform.  

Over the summer, we anticipate attendance at NSSAR Congress in Knoxville by Randy Moody 
as NSSAR Parliamentarian, and also by Bob McGuire, myself, Lewis Elliott, Dwight Elam, and 
Jim Stone, July 7 through 12. A number of us have taken the Boy Scout on-line course for those 
of us interacting with youngsters, a NSSAR initiative this past year. Also, we expect some 
Color Guard participation in the Heroes Parade in Cape Coral on September 9th. 

We are in the process of relocating a Liberty Tree marker initially placed in 1999, the original 
tree having very poor water supply, not doing well.   

We finish the season in good shape. Finances are in order, our venue and meals are secure for 
2018 without a price increase, and a good line-up of speakers has already been arranged for the 
season beginning this October. Membership has increased, hovering around 100, and more 
applications are in process.  

Russ Radcliffe 
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Caloosa Chapter Governing Documents 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO BYLAWS 

The Caloosa Chapter, Florida Society, Sons of the American Revolution (The 
Chapter) is a subordinate element of the Florida Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution (FLSSAR), in turn a chartered entity of the National 
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. The governing documents of the 
Chapter include Bylaws and Standing Rules of the Chapter, along with the 
Bylaws of a separate entity known as the CALOOSA CHAPTER S.A.R. 
PROJECT TRUST FUND. The Chapter Bylaws, which may be amended by a two-
thirds vote of Members present and voting at an Annual Meeting, were last 
amended in 2014. The Bylaws of the Trust may be amended in a similar fashion, 
but have not been changed since its inception in 2002. The Standing Rules of the 
Chapter provide day-to-day guidance in the affairs of the Chapter and include 
specific duty statements of officers along with the dues structure. These Standing 
Rules may be modified by formal action by the Executive Committee on an as-
needed basis. These were last modified on January 9, 2017. 

Before the Chapter By-laws may be changed, the proposed amendment shall be 
transmitted to the EXCOM who must review and present their recommendations 
to Members at any meeting which is at least 30 days in advance of the Annual 
Meeting, AND the Proposed amendment(s) shall be clearly identified and 
published in the Chapter newsletter prior to the Annual Meeting. A proposed 
amendment to the Bylaws has been drafted and presented to the EXCOM at its 
January 9, 2017 meeting – the same time that the Standing Rules were revised. 
The primary purpose of the revision is to establish two additional elected officer 
positions in the Chapter: that of Second Vice President and of Assistant 
Registrar.  

In view of the growth of Chapter membership (now totaling nearly 100) and in 
the interest of promoting continuity for critical offices, it  is the opinion of the 
EXCOM that these positions should be established. When filled by election, the 
incumbents will serve as regular voting members of the EXCOM. The previously 
mentioned revised Standing Rules established these as interim positions on an 
appointed basis. In that regard, Compatriot Mike Buff was appointed to the 
Second Vice President position, and Compatriot Ron Peck was appointed to the 
Assistant Registrar position. 
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This proposal modifies the Bylaws, ARTICLE III - OFFICERS, Section 1 – 
General by adding “a Second Vice President” after “Vice President”; also by 
adding “an Assistant Registrar” after “a Registrar” in the third sentence of 
Section 1. No other changes are proposed for the Chapter Bylaws at this time. An 
agenda item will be added to either the October on November Membership 
meeting for discussion of this proposal, and it will be submitted for a vote at the 
December 13, 2017 Annual Meeting. 

Questions regarding this proposal may be directed to any member of the EXCOM 
as identified on the following page, or by attending a regular meeting of the 
EXCOM, generally held on the first Monday of each month, October through 
May. This schedule is modified at times, but always with general notice of a 
change. 

For general information, the EXCOM has agreed to expand membership on 
various standing and ad hoc committees that have been established. This is an 
excellent opportunity for compatriots to become more involved in and supportive 
of the various important programs that the Caloosa Chapter conducts throughout 
the year. In a similar vein, the General Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard is a 
primary means through which we interact with our communities and we always 
welcome new members. As you may note in the highlights from the April 3rd 
EXCOM meeting, the Chapter is prepared to subsidize the cost of acquiring an 
appropriate Colonial uniform for membership in the color guard up to the amount 
of $150.00. 

Other Important News! 
Our own Compatriot (Past President) Lee Matson is the Regional Vice President 
for the FLSSAR Southwest Region and is planning to hold a Regional Meeting on 
August 12, 2017. The Caloosa Chapter will host this meeting which will be held 
at our regular membership meeting site: The Marina at Edison Ford – Pinchers in 
lovely historic Fort Myers. There will be a number of important topics covered 
and our new State President, Bob Folk, is expected to attend. There should be 
representatives from each of the five SAR chapters in our Region participating 
and it will be an excellent opportunity for information sharing and networking. 
For those who find it difficult to attend BOM meetings in the Orlando area, this 
may be considered a “mini-BOM” – a chance to learn and to contribute. If you 
haven’t scooted from Florida to northern climes, put this date on your calendar! 
Details will follow soon. 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2017 

Left to right: 
Past President/Trustee - Lee Matson 
President/Trustee - Russ Radcliffe 

Vice-President/Registrar/Color Guard Commander/Newsletter 
Editor/Webmaster - Bob McGuire 

Genealogist – Albert Myers 
Chaplain - Randy Moody 

Treasurer/Trustee - Mike Buff 
Secretary – Jim Stone 

Sergeant-at-Arms Tom Veal 
Member-at-Large – Lewis Elliott 

 Managing to escape the group photo 
above, but not the diligence of newsletter 
photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
 

 

…and Historian – Hal Theiss 
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it via aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 
comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 
with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. 
While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 
represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Jim Stone –   mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com 
 

Please info-copy: Mike Buff -  mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com 

Fall 2017 Program Schedule 
October 11 – Thomas Jefferson – Barbary Pirates – Compatriot John Stewart 
November 11 (Saturday) – Veterans Day Program: The Old Guard – Compatriot Mike Buff  
December 13 – Annual Meeting & Elections, Program: Ben Franklin – Compatriot Don Green 
 

Winter 2018 Program Schedule 
January 10 – Installation of Officers – The 14th Colony – Compatriot Dr. Roger Smith 
February 22 (Thursday evening) Banquet – Washington’s Birthday/45th Charter Day Celebration with 
George & Martha Washington – Compatriot Bill & Cara Elder

mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com�
mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com�
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

 

See the fellow second from the right, between 
Compatriots Buff and Matson? Well, that’s 
militiaman Issachar who has joined the display 
at the SW Florida Military Museum in Cape 
Coral. The uniform items and accoutrements 
were donated by the Caloosa Chapter SAR to 
provide a more complete portrayal of our patriot 
ancestors. Previously, only Continental Army 
soldiers had been depicted. 

There’s no dummies here, but there are a couple 
of mannequins. Between Ladies Auxiliary/DAR  
Anne McGuire and Compatriot Bob McGuire is 
an impostor figure of George Washington. 
Behind Compatriots Mike Buff and Lee Matson 
is the new militiaman - Issachar, with 
Compatriot Lewis Elliott and museum staffers 
Sonia Raymond (Librarian) and Judy 
Petrulavage (Vice President). 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter joined numerous veteran and 
patriotic organizations in recognizing top-performing 
cadets in the Lee County School District JROTC 
Program. 

 

 

Compatriots McGuire and Buff awarded 14 medals 
for outstanding leadership, bearing, and all-around 
excellence to cadets from both public and charter 
schools in Lee County, second in enrollment of 
school districts in the United States with 6,139 
cadets participating. 

May 2nd Presentation of Militia Uniform to Museum 

May 3rd JROTC Awards Presentations 
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Beginning about 11:30 Compatriots, 
prospective members, and guests start 
arriving and are checked in. 

We always enjoy the spectacular view of the 
marina and the Caloosahatchee River along 
with the comradeship of members and guests. 
Two compatriots took advantage of the 
marina to arrive by boat, missing all of the 
highway traffic. These were Dean Traxler, 
seen here with Compatriots Tabler and … 

Parmerter, along with Sandy Trevor (seated, 
chatting with Debi Allen – Hickory Bluffs DAR 
Chapter and WOSAR of  Hamp Allen – 
Caloosa/Charlotte Chapters dual member in 
center) while VP and Pres catch up on affairs. 

Long-time Caloosa members Earl Kennedy and 
Bill Mellor re-unite (left) as Compatriot 
Genealogist and Past President Albert Myers 
gets acquainted with prospective member Leon 
Goldsmith. Applications of Leon and son John 
are at NSSAR HQ under final review. 

While a number of our seasonal colleagues 
had already departed before the May meeting, 
we still had 42 members and guests in 
attendance. This was substantially due to the 
attendance of “First Responders” who were 
being recognized for their contributions to our 
community. This added 17 awardees and 
guests to our group. 

May 10th Membership Meeting 
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We were pleased to join with 
awardees, their families and 
supervisors, in our luncheon 
program. A total of 17 guests joined 
us, bringing our attendance to close 
to the same levels as during “season” 
even though many of our snowbirds 
had returned north. This was a table 
of firefighters and EMS… 

 

 

while this table was primarily law 
enforcement and families. 

 

 

 

We are fortunate to have the esteemed 
WOSARS who attend our meetings, many 
of whom are Ladies Auxiliary members as 
well. The ladies make great contributions 
to the Caloosa Chapter programs, not the 
least of which is creating gift baskets as 
prizes at BOM meetings for fund raising. 

 

We look forward to renewing 
acquaintanceships, as here with Compatriot 
Joe Lundquist, Genealogist Albert Myers, and 
Secretary Jim Stone. 
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Just before lunch, President Radcliffe 
welcomed everyone, conducted the 
traditional rituals, then introduced the 
Caloosa Chapter’s newest member – 
Raymond Charles Dezendorf (patriot 
ancestor: Nathan Gove Prescott). 

 

 

 

 

Prior to moving to Cape Coral, Compatriot 
Dezendorf retired from the New York Fire 
Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the duties that sometimes falls 
upon the Ladies Auxiliary is to pin the 
membership lapel pin on the new 
member when he does not have a 
family member present for this task. 
Here, Anne McGuire has completed 
the formal “pinning” of Compatriot 
Dezendorf. 
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Cape Coral Police Chief David Newlan provided an 
interesting and enlightening presentation focused on 
Community Policing in Cape Coral. He is providing 
leadership in this by attending many programs such as ours 
sponsored by civic organizations, along with getting out and 
meeting citizens and particularly small business operators 
and staff.  

Recently selected to head the Cape Coral Police 
Department, Chief Newlan has over 25 years of law 
enforcement experience. During his career he has been 
assigned to the Patrol Bureau, Investigative Services 
Bureau, and the Professional Standards Bureau – 
responsible for Personnel & Training, Internal Affairs, 
Budget, policy writing, and accreditation. He holds a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Public Administration and a Master’s Degree with a major in Human 
Resources Development and Administration from Barry University. 

In addition to Chief Newlan, the Caloosa Chapter presented Law Enforcement Commendation 
Awards to two Lee County Sheriff’s Office members. Pictured below (center, next to Chief 
Newlan and President Radcliffe) is Dispatcher Kallie Risch who, on her way home after her 
shift witnessed a man on a motorcycle being shot. As she observed a suspect vehicle fleeing the 
scene, she exited her vehicle and with the help of other witnesses lifted the motorcycle off the 
victim. She then initiated CPR until the CCPD arrived on-scene.  

Between Ms. Risch and V.P. McGuire 
is Detective John Lathrop who while 
conducting a case follow-up on a 
homicide, observed a suspect who, 
while being pursued by Det. Lathrop 
was observed hiding a firearm under a 
vehicle. Once recovered, the handgun 
was identified as being the same that 
had been used in the homicide. This 
along with additional evidence led to 
arrest of the suspect. 

First Responders Recognition 
Cape Coral Police Department, Lee County Sheriff’s Department,  
Fort Myers Fire Department, and Lee County EMS Department 
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Interim Fire Chief Vincent DiChristofalo (between compatriots McGuire and Radcliffe) 
attended our awards ceremony and presented SAR Fire Safety Commendation Medals to 
Firefighter Yunel Perez-Mazola who had been selected as the Paramedic of the Year and 
Firefighter Daniel Chandler who had been named Firefighter of the Year by the Fort Myers Fire 
Department. In making these awards, Chief DiChrostofalo described the performance of both 
men in glowing terms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Emergency Services Commendations were presented to Flight Nurse Melissa Brooks, 
Flight Paramedic Keith Parsons, and Flight Paramedic Shawn Shuman. Family members and 
supervisor joined in the ceremony. This crew received a call from Hendry County responders 
who were on the scene of a chemical explosion. The crew had just gained the capability of 
blood administration, and this patient was the first to receive blood administration en route to 
the trauma center. The patient survived, in large part due to the care form both the ground 
ambulance and helicopter crew. 
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The Florida Society was fortunate to have PG Mike 
Tomme and First Lady Cilla join with us at the BOM, 
bringing us greetings and news from Headquarters. 
Cilla thanked FLSSAR for the support of her “shoes 
for schools” program. 

 

 

SAR and DAR Liaisons (Ralph Nelson & Anne 
McGuire) provided information about the many 
activities supported by both Societies. DAR remains our 
greatest SAR recruiting source. 

 

The Caloosa Patriot was awarded 2nd Place in the 
Richard Q. Fowler newsletter competition for the 
second consecutive year. The award includes an 
$81.00 check to the Chapter. 

 

 

Walter R. “Dick” Young was awarded the Bronze 
Color Guard Medal by Color Guard Commander 
Charlie Day and President Ray Wess.  

 

FLSSAR Officers who had been elected earlier 
at the Annual Meeting were installed at the 
banquet on Saturday evening. The Caloosa 
Chapter provides three officers (Chaplain Elam, 
Historian McGuire, and SW RVP Matson) in 
addition to appointed Parliamentarian Moody. 

SPRING BOM 
19-20 May 2017 
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Following the installation of FLSSAR Officers 
for the next year incoming State President Bob 
Folk was administered the oath of office. 
Compatriot Riediger also replaced Compatriot 
Day as Sons of Liberty Brigade Commander. 

 

 

Lastly, PG Tomme administered the oath to the Ladies 
Auxiliary officers: President Ellie Folk, Treasurer Anne 
McGuire, Registrar Becky Elam, and Chaplain Joy 
Sizemore. 

 

There’s time before dinner to check out the 
many baskets prepared by Ladies Auxiliary 
members of the various chapters. A total of 
$752.00 was raised in this raffle – a record! 

 

 

Dual Caloosa member (with Georgia) Ed Rigel, 
Jr. and his wife Brandy shared our table and won 
a basket. Caloosa Chapter members won 4 
additional baskets (Compatriots Elliott, Buff, J. 
Stone, and Matson). Tickets “pre-sold” at our 
May meeting raised $110, and provided Jim 
Stone his chance to win. 

 

President Ray Wess presented a limited edition 
print of General Washington at Valley Forge to 
PG Tomme and Cilla on behalf of the Florida 
Society in recognition for their support to our 
Society during his term of office. 
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The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp continued its 
tradition of participating in the Memorial Day 
ceremonies at Memorial Gardens Cemetery in 
Fort Myers. Compatriot Moody provided the 
Invocation and Benediction for the ceremony. 

Compatriots McGuire, Elliott, Elam, and Buff 
provided the color guard for posting colors. 

Our Caloosa Color Guard participated along 
with the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Honor 
Guard in posting colors. Other color guard 
units represented included American Legion 
Post 38 and the Jewish Veterans War Group. 

These public ceremonies are an important part 
of our community involvement activities and a 
major purpose for belonging to the color 
guard. 

Our color guard was integrated into the Lee 
Sheriff’s honor guard for the ceremony – and 
we appreciated being included with this very 
sharp and professional unit. 

MEMORIAL DAY 
29 May 2017 
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Flag Day is celebrated on June 14 commemorating the adoption of the flag of the United States 
which happened on June 14, 1777 by resolution of the Second Continental Congress. The date 
also celebrates the U.S. Army Birthday after Congress adopted “the American continental 
army” after reaching consensus in the Committee of the Whole on June 14, 1775. 

The Southwest Florida Military Museum & 
Library purchased a 37-star flag from the 
Blackburn family in Cape Coral in order to keep 
it on permanent display at the Museum. This 
Flag became the Official United States Flag on 
July 4, 1867 after the admission of Nebraska, 
and was to last for 10 years. Three presidents 
who served under this flag were Johnson, Grant, 
and Hayes. 

A dedication ceremony at the museum was attended by 
Compatriots McGuire and Elliott along with several 
Lawrence Kearny “DAR’s”. The media was represented 
by Fox 4 TV and the News-Press who took pictures and 
conducted interviews. Fox 4 ran the story on their 
evening broadcast. 

 

 

Museum staff, veterans going back to WW II, 
State Representative Dane Eagle, and other 
patriotic and civic groups attended the ceremony. 

 

 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Compatriot 
McGuire was invited to make some comments 
about several lineage organizations including the 
SAR, explaining our efforts to promote patriotism 
and to honor the flag of the United States. 

FLAG DAY 
14 June 2017 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father 

of Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 
of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of cavalry 
and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his 
horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known in the Continental 
Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was given authorization to form a formal 
Legionary Corps. Many of the best soldiers from other units either 

volunteered or were specially invited 
to join its ranks. In 1780 Lee was 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and 
on January 1, 1781 the Legion was re-
designated as the 2nd Partisan Corps, 
organized with 3 troops of horse and 
3 troops of infantry. It was assigned 
to General Nathaniel Greene for 
service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most 
visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and 
colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety of uniforms and flags invite children, 
spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions about the American Revolution. The 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to meetings and events properly uniformed as 
either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen. The Color Guard is available for participation in community events 
locally, as well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at 
https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light 
Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com. 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman�
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 

 
 

127th Congress 
July 7th to July 13th 201 

  
 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 
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