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The Potato Hole Woodsons 
By Patricia Mellor and Robert McGuire 

After more than five years of warfare with the 
British, the focus of the engagements had shifted to 
the southern colonies. By December 1780 the 
Continental Army had suffered major defeats in the 
south with the exception of Kings Mountain in 
October. Following the Battle of Cowpens in 
January 1781, then the Battle of Guilford 
Courthouse in March, the tide turned against the 
British. 

Lieutenant General 
Charles, The Earl 
Cornwallis, commanding 
the British southern army 
sent 1,600 troops under 
American traitor General 
Benedict Arnold to occupy 
Portsmouth, Virginia in 
late December, 1780. 
Upon arrival, he raided the 

state capital, Richmond, and the surrounding area 
before proceeding on to Portsmouth.  Alarmed by 
this development, Virginia Governor Thomas 
Jefferson sent a message to Colonel John Woodson, 
then county lieutenant of Goochland (and his uncle) 
requesting “…without a moments delay to send 
every Man in your County able to bear Arms to 
rendezvous at Westham…”. Westham, now known 
as Tuckahoe, is where Jefferson spent his early 
childhood. 
 
Colonel Woodson was a descendant of Doctor John 
Woodson, a physician in the Jamestown settlement 
who arrived from England with his wife in the ship 
“George” in 1619. Along with Sarah Woodson, 

there were 60 other women to be sold to the 
colonists at the price of 120 pounds of tobacco (the 
price of passage). Also 
arriving that year were 
about 50 Africans aboard 
a Portuguese slave ship 
that had been captured in 
the West Indies. Dr. 
Woodson purchased 6 of 
them, earning him the 
dubious distinction of 
participating in the introduction slavery to America.  
 

Relations at the 
Jamestown settlement 
with the local 
Powhatan Indians 
began positively, but 
had quickly 
deteriorated as the 
English continued to 
appropriate more land 

for tobacco farming. In March 1622 Chief 
Opchanacanough of the Powhatan Confederacy 
attempted to eliminate the English colony entirely. 
The attack killed over 300 settlers, about a third of 
the English-speaking population. Another large-
scale Indian attack occurred in 1644. On April 18, 
1644 Doctor Woodson, returning from a visit to a 
sick family, was killed in sight of his home. His 
wife Sarah and an itinerant shoemaker named Ligon 
who happened to be there killed a goodly number of 
the attackers and repelled them. Two sons of Dr. 
and Mrs. Woodson, John and Robert, had been 
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hidden to protect them – John under a washtub and 
Robert in a pit made for keeping potatoes. For 
generations afterwards, the two branches of the 
family were known as the “Washtub Woodsons” or 
the “Potato Hole Woodsons”. 
 
Colonel John Woodson, son of Josiah and grandson 
of Robert, was a Potato Hole Woodson. He was also 
Colonel of the Militia, County Lieutenant, and a 
member of the Committee of Safety. He served as 
sheriff, vestryman, member of the Convention of 

1774-76 and later, the 
House of Burgesses. 
John Woodson’s wife, 
Dorothea Randolph, was 
the sister of Jane 
Randolph who married 
Peter Jefferson and was 
the mother of Thomas 
Jefferson. Woodson had 
built his home known as 
“Dover” which was one 
of the most imposing 

homes in Colonial Virginia. There they raised 
several children including Josiah and John Jr. After 
being alerted that British forces under General 
Arnold were headed his way, Colonel John 
Woodson decided that his presence was required at 
his plantation on Sabot’s Island in the James River, 
to which he had crossed over in his own ferryboat. 
He remained there until it was clear that the Red 
Coats were gone. 
 
Lord Cornwallis and his troops invaded Goochland 
and encamped at Thomas Jefferson’s estate “Elk-
hill” for ten days. There they destroyed all of the 
barns with contents and appropriated all cattle, 
sheep and hogs for sustenance of their army, and all 
horses capable of service. Referring to the event 
later, Jefferson noted that Cornwallis also carried 
off about 30 slaves: “had this been to give them 
freedom he would have done right, but it was to 
consign them to inevitable death from the small pox 
and putrid fever then raging in his camp.” Major 
Josiah Woodson had been at home on leave at 
Dover when he was nearly captured by Colonel 
Tarleton in command of the British advance guard. 
Josiah, who had attained the rank of Major in the 
Continental Army while serving under General 
Greene, was living at Dover with his wife (and 3rd 
cousin) Elizabeth Woodson when the British forces 

were passing through the area on their way to 
Yorktown. Cornwallis made his headquarters at 
Dover for a day or two before continuing his 
movement to Yorktown. 
 
Major Josiah Woodson’s younger brother John Jr. 
also served in the Revolution with the rank of 
Ensign. He is the 6th generation ancestor of our 
Compatriot Bill Mellor. Ensign John Woodson 
married Mary Lightfoot “Polly” Anderson on 
March 30, 1786. They lived in Hanover County 
Virginia and had about 7 children. They named one 
of their children Thomas Jefferson Woodson while 
another child was named Mary Goodwin Woodson, 
the line-carrier of Compatriot Mellor. 
 
The Yorktown Campaign continued to develop, 
ultimately with American forces under Lafayette 
entrenching at Yorktown. French naval forces under 
Admiral De Barras blockaded the York and James 
Rivers leaving Cornwallis bottled up in Yorktown 
and unable to be reinforced. Washington arrived in 
the area on September 17 and held council with 
Comte de 
Rochambeau 
and Comte de 
Grasse aboard 
de Grasse’s 
flagship. A 
siege formally 
got underway 
on September 
28th and on 
October 17th negotiations were opened for British 
surrender. Both Major Josiah Woodson and his 18 
year-old brother Ensign John Woodson, Jr. were 
serving in the Continental Forces and were present 
to witness the surrender.  
 
Following the surrender, Cornwallis and other 
officers were returned to New York and allowed to 
return to England on parole. The ship that 
Cornwallis sailed in December 1781 also carried 
Benedict Arnold and his family.  
 
In May 1781 Thomas Jefferson became United 
States Minister to France and later served as the 
first United States Secretary of State. He was 
elected Vice President in 1796 in the administration 
of John Adams and served as President from 1801 
to 1809.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Surrender_of_Lord_Cornwallis.jpg�


3 
 

 
As long as he lived, Jefferson expressed opposition 
to slavery, yet owned hundreds of them and freed 
only a few. Historians generally believe that after 
the death of his wife, Jefferson had a long-term 
relationship with his slave Sally Hemmings, and 
fathered some or all of her children. One particular 
child named Thomas Hemmings was sent to live 
with John and Dorothea Woodson at Dover. After a 
while, he took on the surname of “Woodson” rather 
than Hemmings or Jefferson. Much debate has 
followed as to whether this Tom Woodson was, in 
fact, the son of Thomas Jefferson and Sally 
Hemmings, and while the family’s oral history 
supports this conclusion, no conclusive evidence 
exists to prove it. 

 
From Your Newsletter 
Editor   
Compatriots, 
 
The summer hiatus has not been idle time for the 
Caloosa Chapter. Individual members and the 
Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Color Guard have been 
participating in many activities locally, regionally, 
and nationally. In this issue you will find 
information about how we have been “showing the 
flag” in support of the NSSAR objectives which are 
Historical, Patriotic, and Educational. 
 
I wish to express my thanks to Compatriot Bill 
Mellor and especially to his wife Pat for sharing the 
story of Bill’s ancestors with us. I added my name 
to the “by-line” of the story primarily to take 
responsibility for considerably expanding the scope 
of the article as I prepared it for this issue of the 
Caloosa Patriot. Pat’s original draft was almost a 
“tease” as (thanks to the Internet and Google) I 
proceeded to compile more and more information  

 
about this family whose contributions have spanned 
nearly 400 years in America. The story turned out to 
be a bit longer than I generally strive for, but then I 
couldn’t decide upon any part that should be 
removed. 
 
I am again asking that my Caloosa Chapter 
Compatriots take a little time to research and write 
a story of their own patriot ancestor’s contributions 
to the founding of the United States of America. 
Whether they led troops in battle or served as a 
fifer, were a member of the Continental Congress or 
served as a local government official, took an oath 
to support the revolution or simply provided 
material support, they were a part of the foundation 
of this country. Please keep your stories to 1½ to 2 
pages and include one or two graphics if possible. 

Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. My goal is to publish issues 
monthly between October and May each year. 
Generally, an issue will be published shortly after 
each monthly meeting so if you have an item that 
relates to a particular date or event, please get me 
the information in sufficient time for me to fit it in. 
My email address is: rmcguire@slvx.com. Email 
remains our primary method of distributing the 
newsletter, and each month I try to update and make  
corrections to my two mailing lists. If you know of 
a member who is not receiving the Caloosa Patriot 
please let me know. I also have a separate email list 
for “Friends of Caloosa”. If you know of anyone 
who would like to be included on this list, simply 
send me their email address. 
 
Bob McGuire

  

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Looking Ahead 
 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
October    

5 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
7 Battle of King’s Mountain, 

SC 
 1780 

12 Columbus Day  1492 
14 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Penobscot Expedition by Dr. 

Albert Myers 
23-25 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Fall BOM & Annual Mtg 

November    
2 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
3 Election Day   
5 Pride & Patriotism BB Mann Ctr. Ft. Myers Veteran award presenters 

11 Veterans Day   
14 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Saturday Meeting 
26 Thanksgiving   

December    
7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
9 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Annual Meeting, Elections 

25 Christmas   
January 2016    

1 New Years Day   
4 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

13 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford  
16 Battle of Cowpens SC 1781 
18 MLK Day   
30 Battle of Cowan’s Ford NC 1781 

February    
1 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

5-6 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Winter BOM 
10 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford  
12 Lincoln’s Birthday  1809 

13-14 Battle of Kettle Creek Washington GA 1779 
15 Presidents Day   
22 Washington’s Birthday  1732 

25-28 NSSAR Spring Leadership Louisville KY  
March    

5 Last Naval Battle Cocoa Beach, FL 1783 
7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

12 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Saturday Meeting 
12 Battle of Guilford 

Courthouse 
Greensboro NC 1781 

19 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville FL 1777 
19 Book Festival Ft. Myers FL w/ DAR 
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

Our summer recess is coming to a close and our first chapter meeting will be 
October 14th. We were required to change our meeting venue from the Helm 
Club to the Marina at Edison Ford.  It is run by Pincher’s and is located at the 
site of the old Royal Palm Yacht Club.  The Helm Club had raised their meal 
prices and required a minimum of 50 people or $1000 per meeting. Many thanks 
go to Compatriot Rich Geib who recommended the Marina.  He is a member of 
the Southwest Florida Yacht Club which meets there. Bob McGuire, John Jones, 
Rich Geib and I met with Christina Krupa, the Events Coordinator, and were 
able to negotiate favorable meal prices with a much better menu choices.  There 
is no increase in luncheon prices which still will be $20. With each meeting 
announcement, we will also list the menu for that meeting.  These will be hot 

plate lunches with desert and choice of beverages.   

Even during this summer recess, many of your chapter members have been busy with activities related to the 
SAR.  The color guard has participated in several events.  These included the dedication of the Lehigh Acres 
Municipal Services Improvement District and the Cape Coral Military Museum Parade of Heroes.  At the 
parade we had a float nicely decorated with SAR and DAR flags.  Many thanks to Bob and Anne McGuire for 
their work on the float. Several DAR members also rode on the float.  Compatriot Randy Moody and I attended 
the 125th SAR Congress in Louisville this past summer.  Compatriot Moody received the Minuteman Medal at 
Congress.  This is the highest medal awarded by the SAR and it is a great honor. 

The FLSSAR Southwest Region held a regional meeting in August that was well attended by members of the 
chapters in the Region.  We will also be honoring four Eagle Scout Candidates in October.  

 I am proud of the many members of the Chapter that hold state and national positions.  Compatriot Randy 
Moody is SAR National Parliamentarian and member at large on the FLSSAR Executive Committee and 
FLSSAR Chaplain.  John Jones is FLSSAR Historian, Russ Radcliffe is the state Rumbaugh Committee 
Chairman and Bob McGuire is chairman of the FLSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee.  In addition, I am 
the Regional Vice President of the Southwest Region.   Many of us also serve on various committees at the state 
level.  I encourage chapter members to attend the Board of Management (BOM) Meetings which are held three 
times a year in Orlando and get involved in the many activities of the Sons of the American Revolution. The 
meetings include workshops for various chapter officer positions but can be attended by any member.  Pick out 
an area that you are interested in and become involved. 

The meetings for the balance of 2015 are set.  Compatriot Myers will present a program in October.  November 
will be guest speaker Ralph Santillo, the CEO of the Southwest Florida Military Museum & Library, and 
December will be our Annual Meeting and election of officers for 2016. 

We will have two Saturday meetings this coming season:  November 14th and March 12th,  so mark your 
calendars.  

Lee Matson 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2014-2015 

Left to right: 
Chapter President/FLSSAR SW Region VP Lee Matson 
FLSSAR President Lawrence Fehrenbaker 
Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
Registrar/Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 
Secretary/Treasurer/Trustee John Jones 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Cmdr Randy Moody 

Not Shown: 
Sgt-at-Arms Richard Geib 
Member-at-Large Allen Brown 
Genealogist/Recording Secretary/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. As of January 1, 2015, a new campaign will create “The 1776 Society” to move 
forward with two primary purposes: the creation of the world class SAR museum, and the creation of the new 
NSSAR endowment fund. Within the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who 
have provided a NSSAR legacy bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR 
Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including a 2015 Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot.  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Nota Bene 
Ladies Auxiliary, FLSSAR 

The objectives of the Ladies Auxiliary are in common with the FLSSAR. In addition, they are to: 
• Provide SAR wives, widows, and female relations of SAR members with a method of supporting the 

SAR 
• Support patriotic activities of the SAR 
• Participate in projects for the SAR 
• Further cooperation between the SAR and other patriotic societies 
• Educate the public about the SAR 
• Aid the SAR at its annual Conferences and other meetings 
• Enhance the social environment of the SAR 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Membership in the Ladies' Auxiliary of the Florida Society of the Sons of the American Revolution is 
open to wives, mothers, daughters, sisters, aunts, nieces 

and other women relatives of members of the National Sons of the American Revolution who are in 
good standing, or were at the time of their death. 

2016 NSSAR Spring Leadership & Congress 
The NSSAR Spring Leadership Meeting will be held at NSSAR Headquarters in Louisville 25-28 February, 
2016. 

The 126th NSSAR Annual Congress will be held in Boston, MA on 8 to 13 July 2016 at the Westin Copley. 
Reservations may be made at: 
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1507205110&key=3764DCCA 

See also the Massachusetts Society SAR information at - http://www.massar.org/support-congress-2016-in-
boston/ 

One regular activity of the Ladies Auxiliary is to create gift 
baskets for each of the Chapters that are auctioned at BOM 
meetings. Money raised by sales of chances is primarily 
used to supplement the prize money awarded by FLSSAR 
to the state winners of the four youth contests. 

Elizabeth Moore and Anne McGuire were assisted by 
Elizabeth’s granddaughter, Briana Cloutier, in preparing 
the Caloosa Chapter basket for the Spring BOM. Pre-sales 
at the Chapter meeting, tickets sold to members at BOM, 
and proceeds of the basket auctioned at the May meeting 
raised a total of $150. Not shown here is Ladies Auxiliary 
member Betty Jones who is preparing the Fall BOM basket. 

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1507205110&key=3764DCCA�
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Sons of the American Revolution Medals 
We continue with our series on medals that your Chapter has presented in the past. I thought that it would be 
interesting for you to understand the requirements for these medals. The requirements are taken from the 
National Society SAR Handbook.   

What is a Veteran? A “Veteran” – whether active duty, discharged, retired, or reserve – is someone who, 
at one point in his life, wrote a blank check made payable to “The United States of America,” for an 

amount “up to and including his life.” This is honor. And there are way too many people in this country 
today who no longer understand that fact.1

Military Service Medal & War Service Medal 

 

The War Service Medal (WSM) was first authorized in 1899 for members who served in the Spanish-
American War. It was subsequently authorized for members who served in World War I and World War II. 
Following World War II the NSSAR authorized a generic War Service Medal with specific service periods 
indicated by bronze bars. Before purchasing or wearing the member must provide proof of service. Such 

proof must show that the member served or is serving honorably 
in a) the armed forces of the United States or b) the military 
forces of a country allied with the United States or c) a United 
Nations Peacekeeping Force and served against a common 
enemy in a war or action recognized by a branch of the armed 
forces of the United States and received a campaign medal, 
combat ribbon or badge shown on the DD Form214 or 
equivalent. 

The Military Service Medal was first authorized in 2006. The 
medal may be presented to a Compatriot for military service that 
does not otherwise qualify for the War Service Medal. As is the 
case with the WSM, proof of service which is similar to the 
MSM must be presented to the National Society, State Society, 
or Chapter. The order of precedence for the WSM and the MSM 
are the same – 4. Compatriots who qualify for both the WSM 
and the MSM may not wear both. 

Compatriots may wear bronze service bars with the WSM indicating that they received an authorized 
campaign medal during a specific qualifying period which include : WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Southwest 
Asia, Kosovo, Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Global War on Terrorism (for service associated with the Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal). Oak leaf clusters may be worn (at the Compatriot’s discretion) to 
recognize participation in a war or for which a specific Bronze Service Bar is not available or in lieu of 
multiple Bronze Service Bars. A purple heart pin may be worn by a Compatriot who received the Purple 
Heart from one of the United States Armed Forces. 

It should be noted here as well that medals awarded by a Compatriot’s military branch or government 
department may be worn along with SAR medals. The position of honor is on the wearer's right and on the 
top. The general rule of precedence when SAR medals are worn with other medals is that Federal 
decorations and awards are worn above/before SAR medals. Such medals may include the National Defense 
Service Medal (NDSM) and other service and campaign medals. 

                                                           
1Taken from DAV Chapter 108 Newsletter memo 9/28/2015  
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are held Monthly on the 2nd Wednesday 
October through May 

The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 
Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

We have recently relocated to the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which promises to provide delicious meals at our 
meetings in an attractive and comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are 

an opportunity to spend time with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of 
the American Revolution. While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 

15 other States are represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot VP Russell Radcliffe at 
russradcliffe@gmail.com, call (239) 949-6620 or mail  

20455 Wildcat Run Drive, Estero FL 33928 
Please info-copy Compatriot John Jones – john.jones.2009@comcast.net 

2015 Program Schedule 
 

October 14 – Penobscot Expedition – Dr. Albert Myers 
November 14 (Saturday) – Southwest Florida Military Museum & Library – Ralph Santillo 
December 9 – Annual Meeting, Elections 
  

mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
mailto:john.jones.2009@comcast.net�
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The Caloosa Chapter has had no known losses since May, the last month that gains and losses were 
reported, either through passing or other attrition. However, we have gained four new regular members and 
one new dual member along with one supplemental application being approved.  

 
Name Patriot / State Residence Nat/FL # 

New Members    
Alan Hugh Docherty Samuel Dakin/Virginia Costa Mesa, CA 194994/10992 
Lewis Sherwood Elliott Martin Parker/Virginia St. James City, FL 195813/11074 
Dr. Wesley Ervin Higgins Thomas Rowe/Virginia Cape Coral, FL 194993/10991 
Dr. Edward Paul Rigel, Sr. (dual) Cornelius Vanderbilt/NY Gainesville, GA 169695/11055 
Carl Fenimore Sutphin Dirck Low/NJ Cape Coral, FL 194658/10973 
Supplementals    
Kenneth Ambrose Tabler Martin Riser/Virginia Ft. Myers, FL 175065/9394 

We now have 66 Regular members, 7 Junior members, 3 Dual members, 2 Memorial members, 1 Life 
member, and 1 E-1 member. We also have 1 new member whose application has been approved by 
genealogy but awaits final registration and one transfer-in that is pending. Our Chapter is growing! 

 

New Members, Supplementals & 
In Memoriam 
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

2nd Annual SW Region FLSSAR Summer Meeting 
 
A meeting of the Chapters comprising the Southwest 
Region of FLSSAR (Caloosa, Charlotte, Highlands, 
Naples, and Saramana) was called to order on August 
22, 2015 by SWR Vice President Lee Matson. The 
meeting was hosted by the Charlotte Chapter at South 
Port Square in Port Charlotte which provided a 
pleasant venue and an excellent meal for all attending. 
Thirty-five people participated in the event, including 
representatives of all 5 SWR Chapters, local DAR 
Chapters, and wives of Compatriots attending. 
 

After the usual opening rituals, RVP Matson welcomed all in attendance and introduced State Officers, 
host-Chapter President Robert Sprague, and State Committee Chairmen. Reports were offered by officers 
and chairmen regarding State Programs and the recent NSSAR Congress held in June in Louisville. 
Remarks included information on the SAR Library and the Friends of the SAR Library (FOL), and the 
Outreach Education and Communications Survey being conducted by NSSAR. Also included were a variety 
of topics for discussion at the upcoming BOM including various contests 
and awards, and reports on the FLSSAR Veterans Recognition Program 
and the Eagle Scout Program.  

 
Following lunch, FLSSAR President Fehrenbaker discussed his personal 
goals for the Society during his term of office. The theme during his 
administration is “Back to basics” which refers to Chapter development 
and support (including recruitment and retention) promotion of our youth 
and ancillary school programs, and promotion of programs that 
emphasize patriotism and our patriot ancestors. The promotion of 
Regional meetings (like this SW Region meeting), first suggested by 
Caloosa Chapter member Rev. Dr. Randy Moody, and initiated by past 
President Steven Williams, is central to this effort.  

 
Roundtable discussions were conducted by RVP Matson to allow Chapters to share “best practices” – ideas 
that are working well for them, as well as concerns where Chapters are in need of State assistance. Also 
discussed: Florida Society Programs and Best Practices. In summary, a great deal was covered and ideas 
were exchanged that will help SW Region Chapters to continue to improve and to help the State Society to 
support the Chapters. The remaining six FLSSAR Regions would be well-advised to follow the lead of the 
SW Region and conduct similar meetings at the regional level. 
 

Lehigh Acres MSID Dedication Ceremony 

The Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Color Guard presented the Colors for the newly formed Lehigh Acres 
Municipal Services Improvement District dedication on Wednesday, August 26th at their facility at 601 East 
County Lane. “Lehigh Acres MSID” is a multi-county district created by the state to provide drainage and 
flood control, conservation and mitigation, and irrigation and navigation services. 
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Color Guardsmen Earl Kennedy, Robert McGuire, 
Randy Moody, and John Jones were joined by Florida 
Society President Larry Fehrenbaker (center) and 
Caloosa Chapter President Lee Matson (not shown) 
who participated in the ceremony along with the Guns 
n’ Hoses Pipes n’ Drums Corps comprised of police and 
fire personnel. Also participating was Caloosa Chapter 
Compatriot/Lee County Commissioner Frank Mann. 

 

Following the ceremony, participants were treated 
to a reception with food and beverages “provided 
by a multitude and prepared in-house.” This was 
the kind of community event that was once 
commonplace, now not so much, where 
individuals, organizations, and political leaders 
come together and celebrate their worthy 
accomplishments. 

First Annual Parade of Heroes, Heroes Festival 
 

The Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR teamed with the Lawrence Kearny 
Chapter FSSDAR to participate in the parade organized by the 
Southwest Florida Military Museum & Library of Cape Coral. The 
event was held on September 12th, the day after the 14th anniversary 
of the terrorist attacks on New York City, Washington D.C. and 
Pennsylvania. The parade was organized to honor firefighters, law 
enforcement, EMTs, and the military and had approximately 70 
entries including dignitaries, floats, bands, marching units, and color 
guards.  
 

 

 

While there was one brief cloud-burst before the 
beginning of the parade, the weather was generally 
cooperative and allowed our SAR/DAR float to 
travel in comfort on the parade route along Lafayette 
Street. 
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45th Annual FSSDAR Fall Forum 
 

In the spirit of cooperation and mutual support, the Caloosa 
Chapter and the Florida Society SAR participated in the 
DAR’s Fall Forum in Orlando on September 18th and 19th 
2015. The FLSSAR had a booth set up with information and 
“Revolutionary” items which was manned by State 
President Larry Fehrenbaker, past State President Steve 
Williams, our own Rev. Dr. Randy Moody, and Lake 
Sumter Chapter President Ralph Nelson.  
 
Compatriot Bob McGuire “manned” a booth set up by 
FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary member/Lawrence Kearny 
Chapter Regent Anne McGuire where Caloosa Chapter activities were displayed along with promotional 
materials for a Kearny Chapter fund-raiser offering an opportunity to be selected for a 3-day, 2-night stay at 
the Southseas Resort on Captiva Island. A drawing will be held at the Chapter meeting on October 20th with 
a limit of 150 chances being sold. Anyone wishing to support the Lawrence Kearny Chapter DAR program 
with a $5.00 donation may contact Anne McGuire, Regent, 
at amcguire@slvx.com prior to the meeting date.  

 

  

Observing only one other gentleman in the sea of feminine 
pulchritude at the luncheon program, I felt somewhat like 
the thorn amongst a hundred roses. The SAR participation 
in events like Fall Forum is nonetheless helpful to us, as the 
DAR is one of the most productive recruiting sources that 
we have for the Caloosa Chapter. 

One thing (of many) that sets DAR apart from SAR is their 
use of Pages. These under-35 members who are always 
dressed entirely in white serve as functionaries at events 
and act as Color bearers for posting Colors, although they 
aren’t allowed to carry muskets. 

mailto:amcguire@slvx.com�
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125th Annual National Congress 
 
Compatriots Rev. Dr. Randy Moody and Lee Matson attended the 125th Annual National Congress in 
Louisville KY. Besides being home to the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 
Headquarters, Louisville is known for the Kentucky Derby, Kentucky Fried Chicken, and the Louisville 
Slugger bat.  
 
Minuteman Award - During the program, Compatriot Moody received the NSSAR’s most prestigious 
Minuteman Award. Established in 1951, the award is given to a maximum of six recipients each year. Only 
those Compatriots who have made distinguished and exceptional service to the National Society may be 
recognized. 

 
Shown with President General 
Lindsey Brock is the Minuteman 
Class of 2015; from left seated, 
Peter O. Grassl and Rev. Dr. Randy 
Moody; standing, Davis L. Wright, 
Joseph E. Harris and Mark 
Anthony. Not pictured, Raymond 
A. Clapsadle. 
 
Compatriot Moody has served the 
National Society as a Vice President 
General of the South Atlantic 
District and as Chaplain General for 
two terms. He has been a National 
Trustee for the Florida Society for 
three years.  
 
Compatriot Moody has served on 

the following committees: the Chaplains Committee for seven years, one as vice-chairman and two as 
chairman; the Information Technology Committee and the Rumbaugh Orations Committee for four years 
each; as a member of the Congress Planning Committee for three years; as a member of the Insurance 
Committee and the Insurance and Risk Management Committee for two years each; and as a member of the 
Ethics Committee and the Membership Committee for two years each; serving as vice-chairman of the 
Council of Vice Presidents General. Compatriot Moody was instrumental in the creation of the NSSAR 
Chaplains Manual, currently available on the SAR website. He also served as editor and reviewer of the 
Grave Marking Handbook. Compatriot Moody is the first-line sponsor for 32 new members and assisted in 
the chartering of two chapters, the Highlands and the South Shore chapters. He has attended six Congresses 
and 12 National Leadership Meetings. He has contributed to the Rumbaugh Orations Fund and the SAR 
Center for Advancing America’s Heritage. He is a Benjamin Franklin subscriber and is a George 
Washington Fellow. 
 
National Society Medal of Distinguished Service – While ranking slightly below the Minuteman Award, 
this award is even rarer. No more than two of these awards may be made within the President General’s 
tenure. The night after receiving the Minuteman Award, Compatriot Moody received this award for his 
conspicuous service to the National Society as well. 
 
In other new business of the Congress, it was voted to increase National Dues by $5.00 per year from 
$30.00 to $35.00 effective on November 1, 2015. 
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Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp 
There are plenty of opportunities to put on a uniform and support the Chapter in community events. I hope 
that members will consider joining the color guard, and I will be happy to assist if I can. I am sure that other 
current members of the Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp will answer questions and provide advice as well. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Color Guard or have questions about it, contact the Caloosa Chapter’s 
Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

A call to arms! No, the British aren’t coming, but we still need to march to the alarm. The public 
appearances of the Color Guard are an excellent recruiting opportunity while educating the public. In 
addition, the Color Guard adds pageantry to Chapter and Society meetings while respecting the sacrifices of 
our patriot ancestors. A basic militia uniform consists of the following: 

• A hat – either tricorn or round 
• A hunting shirt 
• A white or checkered shirt 
• Long britches or fall-front trousers 
• Shoes (not necessarily buckle, since long pants will cover the buckle area 

All of these items are readily available from various vendors – approximate costs: hunting shirt@$55; white 
shirt@$45; trousers@$85. Total without hat or shoes, less than $200. Hats are a wide range of prices from 
about $75 to more than $200. To encourage more members to purchase uniforms and join the Color Guard, 
the Chapter is offering $50 towards the purchase of a partial uniform, or $100 towards a full uniform. The 
Chapter has a “loaner” tricorn hat to help get you started. Don’t put it off, act NOW! 

mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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The Board of Management exercises management and control over 
the Florida Society, and meets three times a year commencing with 
the Annual Meeting which is also the Spring Meeting. All members 
of the FLSSAR are welcome to attend the BOM meetings, as are 
their ladies. During the Annual Meeting, the election of officers is 
conducted along with acting on other business as is properly before 
the Board. The next meeting of the BOM will be its Fall meeting and 
will be held October 23-24 at the Florida Hotel and Conference 
Center in Orlando. 
 
The membership of the BOM consists of members of the FLSSAR 

and who are in various categories set forth in the FLSSAR Bylaws, Article II. These categories include past or 
present incumbents of certain offices plus additional delegates on the basis of one additional member for each 
forty (or fraction of) Chapter members. Current Caloosa Chapter BOM members include: 

• Rev. Dr. Randy Moody (lifetime member) - by virtue of being a recipient of the Patriot Medal and of 
being a past elected officer of the NSSAR. 

• Lee Matson – by virtue being incumbent Regional Vice President FLSSAR and of being incumbent 
Chapter President. 

• John Jones – by virtue of being incumbent Historian FLSSAR. 
• Russ Radcliffe – by virtue of being incumbent Chairman, Rumbaugh Contest Committee. 
• Bob McGuire – by virtue of being incumbent Chairman, Veterans Recognition Committee. 

With more than 70 current members, we are entitled two additional BOM members who are designated in 
advance of a meeting.  

A member of the BOM who is unable to attend a meeting may name, in writing, another member of the 
FLSSAR to attend and act in his stead. However, no person may have more than one vote. Members of the 
FLSSAR who are not members of the BOM may attend and participate in debate but may not vote. Visiting 
dignitaries, especially those from other State Societies or from the National Society, may attend and may be 
invited to address the meeting but may not participate in debate or vote. 

Even if you are a new member, attending a BOM will help to enrich your Florida SAR experience. Meetings 
offer a number of sessions on particular topics. The 
Fall BOM sessions are: 

• Chapter Secretary 
• Youth Activities 
• Endowment Trust Fund Reimbursement 
• Newsletter Editor 
• ‘Back to Basics’ 
• Presentation by George and Martha 

Washington 

FLSSAR BOM 2015 Fall Meeting 
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The program also includes Executive Committee, Regional Vice President, and 
Business Sessions. The Saturday night banquet includes the presentation of 
Colors by the Florida Sons of Liberty Brigade. Caloosa Chapter Color 
Guardsmen participate along with Guardsmen from other Chapters in the 
Brigade. Whether participating in the color guard or not, wear of Continental or 
Militia uniforms is always appropriate at the BOM. In addition to a fine meal 
and socializing with Compatriots and their wives, the banquet typically includes 
awards presentations and other activities. A hospitality room provides further 
opportunities for socialization outside of times for formal program events. 

The FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary conducts an auction of gift baskets to raise 
additional funds in support of FLSSAR programs. Each Chapter is asked to 
provide a basket for the raffle which is valued at $50 or more. The Caloosa 
Chapter’s Basket for the Fall BOM is being donated by Ladies Auxiliary member Betty Jones. For those who 
are unable to attend the BOM in Orlando, it will be available for “pre-sales” of chances at our October 14th 
Meeting.  

The hotel has a block of rooms for our attendees which will close after October 2nd. Please register to attend - 
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Docs/RegistrationForm.pdf  and with the hotel for reservations. Please contact 
any of the Caloosa Chapter BOM members (above) with any questions you may have. We hope to see you in 
Orlando. 

 

 
 

  

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Docs/RegistrationForm.pdf�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 
Battle of King's Mountain - Death of Ferguson Chappel 

 

 

 

Recessional 
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 
nation of free men. 

Thomas Jefferson called it "The turn of the tide of success." 
The battle of Kings Mountain, fought October 7th, 1780, 
was an important American victory during the Revolutionary 
War. The battle was the first major patriot victory to occur 
after the British invasion of Charleston, SC in May 1780. 
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