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Henry Lee 3rd – Patrician Patriot to Exiled Pauper 
By Robert McGuire 

Lee was born near Dumfries, VA on January 29, 1756 to 
Henry Lee II of Leesylvania and Lucy Grymes, the 
“Lowland Beauty”. His mother had been courted by 
George Washington before her marriage to Henry Lee 
and she had continued to cultivate her friendship with 
Washington who helped to advance her son’s career. Lee 
III proved a proficient child, excelling in his studies and 
horsemanship, and by the age of 14 he left for college in 
New Jersey (now Princeton University) with plans to 
begin a legal career after graduating in 1773.  

 
With the outbreak of 
the Revolutionary 
War, he became a 
captain in a Virginia 
dragoon detachment 
which was attached to 
the 1st Continental 
Light Dragoons.  
 

In 1778, Lee was promoted to major and given the 
command of a mixed corps of cavalry and infantry 
known as Lee’s Legion, with which he won a great 
reputation as a leader of light troops. At that time, such 
military groups would engage the enemy using what is 
now known as guerrilla tactics. In September of that year 
Lee commanded a unit of dragoons which defeated a 
Hessian regiment at the Battle of Edgar’s Lane.  
 
It was during his command of Lee’s Legion that he 
earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his 
horsemanship. Leading his men on lightning raids 
against enemy supply trains, Lee attracted the attention 
of General George Washington and was rapidly 
promoted. At the Battle of Paulus Hook, NJ, Lee ordered 
his soldiers to maintain complete silence as they forded a 
stream and charged with fixed bayonets to take more 
400 prisoners, losing only one man. On September 22, 
1779 the Continental Congress voted to present Lee with 

the gold medal – a reward given to no other officer 
below a general’s rank. 
 
He was promoted to 
lieutenant colonel and 
assigned with his Legion 
to the southern theater of 
war. Lee’s Legion raided 
the British outpost of 
Georgetown, SC with 
General Francis Marion in 
January 1781 and helped 
screen the American army 
in their Race to the Dan 
River the following month. 
United with Marion and 
General Andrew Pickens 
in the spring of 1781 they 
captured numerous British outposts in South Carolina 
and Georgia including Ft. Watson, Ft. Motte, Ft. Granby, 
Ft. Galphin, Ft. Grierson, and Ft. Cornwallis, Augusta 
Georgia. The campaign, highlighted in Pyle’s Massacre, 
also saw Lee’s Legion serving at the Battle of Guilford 
Courthouse, the Seige of Ninety-Six, and the Battle of 
Eutaw Springs. He was present at Cornwallis’ surrender 
at Yorktown.  

 
Resigning his commission 
after the British surrender, 
Harry returned to Virginia 
to marry his cousin, the 
“divine Matilda” Lee. 
Matilda had inherited the 
Stratford estate from her 
father, Phillip Ludwell 
Lee, a planter and member 
of the Council of Virginia. 
Phillip’s brothers, Richard 
Henry Lee and Francis 
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Lightfoot Lee were the only brothers to sign the 
Declaration of Independence. While Harry and Matilda 
lived at Stratford, the dashing young cavalryman was no 
farmer. His interests in the livelier arena of politics led 
to his election to the new Virginia House of Delegates. 
They had three children: Phillip Lee (1784-1794); Lucy 
Grymes Lee (1786-1861); Henry Lee IV (1787-1837). 
After only eight years of marriage Matilda died in 1790. 
 
Two years later, Harry was elected Governor of 
Virginia, serving three one-year terms (1791 to 1794). 
While living in Richmond, he fell in love with Ann Hill 
Carter of Shirley Plantation. In 1793 they were married 
and, his governorship behind him, he took his bride to 
Stratford.  
 
In 1794 Lee accompanied Washington, commanding the 
army to put down an uprising of farmers resisting the 
federal whiskey tax in western Pennsylvania. Again, his 
family life was interrupted by his appointment to the 
Continental Congress in Philadelphia. Upon the death of 
President George Washington, Harry was asked by 
Congress to deliver a tribute to his beloved general. On 
December 26, 1799 he famously eulogized President 
Washington to a crowd of 4,000 at his funeral, 
describing him for posterity: 
 

First in war, first in peace and first in the 
hearts of his countrymen…second to none in 
the humble and endearing scenes of private 
life. 

 
Harry and Ann had six children. The first died after less 
than a year. He was followed by: Charles Carter Lee 
(1798-1871); Anne Kinloch Lee (1800-1864); Sydney 
Smith Lee (1802-1869); Robert Edward Lee (1807-
1870) who would go on to become the general-in-chief 
of Confederate forces in the Civil War; and Mildred Lee 
(1811-1856). 
 

From 1799 to 1801 he 
served in the United States 
House of Representatives 
representing the Federalist 
Party.  
 
Business deals gone sour 
and lending money to 
friends who couldn’t repay 
sent Henry into a 
downward spiral. Two 

years after the birth of Robert, Henry turned himself into 
debtor’s prison and took up residence in the 
Westmoreland County Jail. He served time in the 
Spotsylvania County Jail as well. While in jail, he wrote 
his memoirs which he hoped would restore his fortune. 

In 1810 he confessed his absolute insolvency and what 
served as bankruptcy law at the time offered him release 
from jail. In the summer of 1810 Harry, Ann, and their 
four children left Stratford and moved into a small house 
in Alexandria. 
 
Harry Lee spent much of his time in Alexandria writing 
his memoirs and playing the role of military hero. 
Finally in 1812 Memoirs of War in the Southern 
Department of the United States appeared in print. 
Unfortunately for Harry, it did not sell well. Lee went to 
Baltimore for reasons which remain unclear and 
contacted his friend, Alexander Hanson – the editor of a 
partisan Federalist newspaper, the Baltimore Federal 
Republican. The paper had provoked the fury of a mob 
which attacked the house where Hanson, Lee, and others 
had taken refuge.  
 
Lee received grave injuries while helping to resist the 
attack, including extensive internal injuries as well as 
head wounds. He later sailed for the West Indies in an 
effort to recuperate from the injuries, and perhaps 
distance himself from his financial woes. He tried to 
return home, but died at Dungeness, on Cumberland 
Island, at the home of Nathaniel Green’s widow in 
Georgia on March 25, 1818. 
 

Robert E. Lee knew 
little of his father who 
had sailed away when 
he was six years old. 
Harry had written to 
Carter, Robert’s older 
brother, while he was 
in self-imposed exile 
saying that “Robert 
was always 
good…happy turn of 
mind.”  
 
In 1837 Robert 

conducted some research on his genealogy and 
undertook to reproduce the Lee coat of arms. He saw his 
father’s grave for the first time in 1862. He had 
attempted throughout his life to come to terms with his 
father’s memory. Near the end of his life in 1868, Robert 
edited a new edition of his father’s Memoirs which 
printed a series of letters to Carter from the West Indies 
and included a biographical sketch.  
 
During the last year of his life, Robert went for a second 
and final time to visit Harry Lee’s grave. As it was, the 
father continued to remind the son that fortune is fickle, 
that fame and failure can cohabit, and that the stability of 
family and status is fragile indeed. 
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From Your Newsletter 
Editor   
Compatriots, 
 
The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard Camp is named 
in honor of Light Horse Harry Lee, but many of us 
may be unaware of who this patriot was and what 
he contributed to the foundation of the United States 
of America. For that reason, I am deviating from 
our past practice of featuring a story of the patriot 
ancestor of one of our members for this month, with 
the expectation of returning to that feature in future 
issues.  
 
With many of us living in or nearby Lee County, we 
see controversy often play out in debate of the 
propriety of our government honoring Confederate 
General Robert E. Lee. Perhaps we should 
recognize that many of the same character traits 
held in such high esteem for son Robert Edward 
Lee during the War Between the States were 
demonstrated equally by the father Henry Lee III 
during our War for Independence. Might not a 
portrait of Light Horse Harry be hung in the Board 
Chambers in the Old Lee County Courthouse next 
to that of his son? 

Lee’s Legion primarily served in the Southern 
Theater and 
gained a 
reputation for 
efficiency and 
bravery on the 
battlefield.  
 
Indeed Henry 
Lee III had his 
share of 

controversy in his life as well. While the senior Lee 
took political positions that stirred the passion of 
opponents and contributed to his own serious 
injuries at the hands of a mob, it was his financial 
ruin that put him in debtor’s prison that made him 

the object of derision and sullied his reputation 
forever. 
 
Light Horse Harry Lee understood better than most 
the attributes of strong leadership. Mindful of the 
needs of his men, courageous, intelligent, and with 
a strong sense of duty, he was always held in high 
regard by those under his command. 

* 

I am again asking that my Caloosa Chapter 
Compatriots take a little time to research and write 
a story of their own patriot ancestor’s contributions 
to the founding of the United States of America. 
Whether they led troops in battle or served as a 
fifer, were a member of the Continental Congress or 
served as a local government official, took an oath 
to support the revolution or simply provided 
material support, they were a part of the foundation 
of this country. Please share with us. 

Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. Generally, an issue will be 
published shortly after each monthly meeting so if 
you have an item that relates to a particular date or 
event, please get me the information in sufficient 
time for me to fit it in. My email address is: 
rmcguire@slvx.com. 
 
Because this newsletter is delivered digitally to 
most individuals, it enables features that are 
impossible in a print version. In particular, there are 
numerous “hyperlinks” (like my email address 
above) which allow you to leap directly to another 
document or website. Some, but not all, are shown 
in blue and underlined. Simply “click” on the link to 
go to the new thing. By publishing in Adobe .pdf 
format, this newsletter should open properly on 
various computers regardless of what their 
Operating System or Web Browser is. It also is easy 
to “zoom” to larger views, making it easier to read. 

Bob McGuire

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Looking Ahead 
 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
November    

2 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
3 Election Day   
5 Pride & Patriotism BB Mann Ctr. Ft. Myers Veteran award presenters 

11 Veterans Day   
14 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Saturday Meeting 
26 Thanksgiving   

December    
7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
9 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Annual Meeting, Elections 

25 Christmas   
January 2016    

1 New Years Day   
9 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

13 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford  
16 Battle of Cowpens SC 1781 
18 MLK Day   
30 Battle of Cowan’s Ford NC 1781 

February    
1 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

5-6 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Winter BOM 
10 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford  
12 Lincoln’s Birthday  1809 

13-14 Battle of Kettle Creek Washington GA 1779 
15 Presidents Day   
22 Washington’s Birthday  1732 

25-28 NSSAR Spring Leadership Louisville KY  
March    

5 Last Naval Battle Cocoa Beach, FL 1783 
7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

12 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Saturday Meeting 
12 Battle of Guilford 

Courthouse 
Greensboro NC 1781 

19 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville FL 1777 
19 Book Festival Ft. Myers FL w/ DAR 

April    
4 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

16 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford  
18 Patriot’s Day Boston, MA  
19 Battle of 

Lexington/Concord 
Massachusetts 1775 
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

Much has been taking place since our last chapter meeting.  The Fall Board of 
Management Meeting held in Orlando October 23rd and 24th was attended by 
several of your chapter members.  I believe that they enjoyed the meeting as 
much as I did.  I appreciate the fact that several of our chapter members are 
interested enough in the NSSAR and FLSSAR activities to attend and are 
participating in the many programs as officers, committee chairmen and 
committee members.  I would encourage others to get involved at the state 
level.  I think that you would find it rewarding. 

As for our own chapter, three of us participated in the Pride and Patriotism of 
Lee County program on the 5th of this month. This was held at the Barbara B. 
Mann Performing Arts Hall on the FSW State College Campus.  It was a full 
house that honored K-12 Lee County Schools students and Veterans.  It is a 
very inspirational program and the auditorium was packed. 

Our chapter is currently expanding its youth programs.  We are getting more 
actively involved in the Eagle Scout Recognition program and four were so honored very recently. Compatriot 
Wes Morris stepped in to represent the chapter at their Court of Honor.  I hope to expand the Eagle Scout 
program to encourage the Eagles enter the Eagle Scout State and National Essay Contest.  The local essays will 
be judged by our chapter members. As this program rolls out, I encourage our members to act as judges in this 
contest.  Compatriot Vice President Russ Radcliffe is also making some great inroads into getting the Knight 
Essay Contest started.  We could also use some judges for this contest. He is also the FLSSAR Committee 
Chairman for the Rumbaugh Oration Contest. As our membership grows so must our activities. 

Our color guard ranks are growing and I believe that we have five members in uniform at this time with more to 
come.  Many thanks to those who are willing to invest in uniforms and participate in representing our chapter in 
our community. The EXCOM has approved reimbursements for some of the costs in obtaining uniforms. Our 
new meeting venue at Pinchers is working out well.  Many nice comments have been heard about the program 
and the menu.  Our October meeting had over 30 in attendance, and I hope to continue to have larger numbers, 
especially the DAR members from SW Florida DAR chapters. 

Our December meeting is the Annual Meeting with the election of officers for 2016.  This will also include a 
patriotic program. I believe that the nominating committee has a full slate of officers and am pleased to say that 
several will be nominated to new officers in the chapter.  However, if any of you would like to take a leadership 
position in your chapter please let nominating chairman Compatriot Albert Myers know of your interest.  I will 
finally be able to step down in January to become your Immediate Past President and let others to take the helm 
of this great chapter.  

One last note.  I want to thank and recognize the ladies that make up our Ladies Auxiliary and particularly Anne 
McGuire. Since she assumed the responsibility of leading the group, they have made up baskets that were 
displayed at our chapter meeting and auctioned off at the BOM. Her idea of selling raffle tickets at our chapter 
meeting has resulted in $50 to $60 additional to the BOM sales.  Our chapter is the only state chapter that is 
doing this. Several of the winning baskets have come back to our chapter.    The proceeds go to awards for the 
various student contests at the state level.  A very worthwhile project - and fun as well. 

Lee Matson 
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November ExCom Highlights 
The 2 November 2015 meeting of the Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR was 
held at the SW Florida Military Museum and Library in Cape Coral. A quorum of the members was present. 
The following are highlights of the meeting. 

• Compatriot President Matson reported on the recent BOM held in Orlando. Beginning in 2017, the 
winter BOM will be eliminated and replaced with a one-day program of committee meetings and the 
presentations of the Rumbaugh contestants. Also beginning in 2017, the location will change from the 
current Florida Hotel to the Embassy Suites Lake Buena Vista, still in the Orlando area. He also 
mentioned that he is serving in his third term as SW Region Regional Vice President. He has been 
visiting Chapters in the Region and presided at a meeting in Charlotte on August 27th that was well 
received and will be repeated. 

• Compatriot Wes Morris presented four Eagle Scout awards at an October Court of Honor at Wesley 
Methodist Church on Pine Island. 

• Compatriot Matson reported that Compatriot Randy Moody received the two premier awards of the 
NSSAR at the 2015 NSSAR Congress. These are the prestigious Minute Man Award and the President’s 
Distinguished Service Award. 

• The Secretary’s report was submitted to members by email (Secretary/Treasurer John Jones was 
excused). The report stated that dues notices had been mailed to all members requesting payment by 
October 30th and that all but 20 have been paid to date. Second request notices have been sent and 
members who remain unpaid after December 1st will be dropped from membership. The Treasurer’s 
report was not submitted because the bank statement for the current period had not been received yet. 
The ExCom was asked to ratify extra expenses for Color Guard Equipment in the amount of $168.96. 
This was unanimously approved.  

• Registrar Compatriot McGuire reviewed his report that had been submitted by email to ExCom 
members. The Chapter has grown to 78 members (not including 2 memorial members) and several 
additional applications are in-process. A draft application from Gary Stone was handed to Genealogist 
Compatriot Myers with a request for additional help in research to support the application. 

• Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Compatriot McGuire reported that 146 persons visited the Chapter 
website (www.caloosasar.org) in October. The November newsletter issue is in process, and past 
newsletters are posted through a link on the website. Distribution of the newsletter is primarily by email 
with 75 members and another 70 “friends” on the distribution lists. 

• The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp color guard presently has five members including two of the 
Chapter’s newest members: Compatriots Elam and Elliott. As indicated above, a total of $368.90 
expenditure for necessary supplies was authorized. It was noted that the Chapter offers $50 toward a 
partial uniform and $100 toward a full uniform for members who will participate. 

• The Nominating Committee has assembled a proposed slate of officers for the 2016 term which will be 
presented at the November meeting. 

• Under “new business” it was noted that the December meeting needs a program presentation. 
Compatriot Radcliffe suggested the story of a Patriot ancestor (as has been done before) and Compatriot 
McGuire agreed to assist in finding a “volunteer”. The January Chapter meeting will feature installation 
of officers (elected at the December annual meeting) and it is anticipated FLSSAR President Larry 
Fehrenbaker will conduct the installation. The January ExCom meeting will be held on January 9th as 
opposed to January 4th which is on the usual 1st Monday date, following New Year’s weekend.  

• Southwest Florida Military Museum and Library staffer Judy Petrulavage spoke to the group about a 
Civil War reenactment program they are planning to host over Memorial Day weekend 2016. It will be 
held at the site of the Cape Coral Museum on Cultural Park Blvd. She requested the support of the 
Caloosa Chapter. Compatriots Matson and McGuire will represent the Chapter in planning the event.

http://www.caloosasar.org/�
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2014-2015 

Left to right: 
Chapter President/FLSSAR SW Region VP Lee Matson 
FLSSAR President Lawrence Fehrenbaker 
Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
Registrar/Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 
Secretary/Treasurer/Trustee John Jones 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Cmdr Randy Moody 

Not Shown: 
Sgt-at-Arms Richard Geib 
Member-at-Large Allen Brown 
Genealogist/Recording Secretary/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. As of January 1, 2015, a new campaign will create “The 1776 Society” to move 
forward with two primary purposes: the creation of the world class SAR museum, and the creation of the new 
NSSAR endowment fund. Within the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who 
have provided a NSSAR legacy bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR 
Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot.  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Nota Bene 
Ladies Auxiliary, FLSSAR 

The objectives of the Ladies Auxiliary are in common with the FLSSAR. In addition, they are to: 
• Provide SAR wives, widows, and female relations of SAR members with a method of supporting the 

SAR. 
• Support patriotic activities of the SAR. 
• Participate in projects for the SAR. 
• Further cooperation between the SAR and other patriotic societies. 
• Educate the public about the SAR. 
• Aid the SAR at its annual Conferences and other meetings. 
• Enhance the social environment of the SAR. 

Membership in the Ladies' Auxiliary of the Florida Society of the Sons of the American Revolution is 
open to wives, mothers, daughters, sisters, aunts, nieces 

and other women relatives of members of the National Sons of the American Revolution who are in 
good standing, or were at the time of their death. 

Contact Anne McGuire {amcguire@slvx.com or (239) 542-0068} for further information about the 
FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary. 

2016 NSSAR Congress 
The 126th NSSAR Annual Congress will be held in Boston, MA on 8 to 13 July 2016 at the Westin Copley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reservations may be made at: 
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1507205110&key=3764DCCA 

See also the Massachusetts Society SAR information at - http://www.massar.org/support-congress-2016-in-
boston/ 

mailto:amcguire@slvx.com�
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1507205110&key=3764DCCA�
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Sons of the American Revolution Medals 
We continue with our series on medals that your Chapter has presented in the past. I thought that it would be 
interesting for you to understand the requirements for these medals. The requirements are taken from the 
National Society SAR Handbook.   

General Comments on Precedence The position of honor is on the wearer's right and on the top. The 
general rule of precedence when SAR medals are worn with other medals follows, but an individual should 
refer to the relevant publication for specific precedence for his military branch, governmental department, or 
the specific requirements of the individual award. Miniature medals are not worn without their ribbons as 
the ribbon forms an integral part of the decoration.  

1. Federal Decorations: Consult the most current relevant publication for medal precedence for proper 
sequence.  

2. Federal Campaign Medals: Consult the most current relevant publication for medal precedence for proper 
sequence.  

3. Foreign Military and Civilian Decorations: For foreign campaign decorations, consult the most current 
relevant publication for medal precedence for proper sequence. For foreign civilian decorations, consult the 
relevant publication or the specific requirements of the decoration, honor or award. If no relative order of 
precedence is available, foreign civilian decorations should be ordered from right to left by the date on 
which they were awarded.  

4. U.S. State Decorations, U.S. State Campaign Medals and U.S. State Organizational and Long Service 
Medals: Consult the most current relevant publication for medal precedence for proper sequence. 

5. SAR Insignia and Insignia of Other Hereditary, Patriotic and Veterans Societies: Insignia are worn in 
chronological order of precedence according to the year of establishment of such organization.  

MARTHA WASHINGTON MEDAL 

Martha Washington Medal Precedence: 35; Year Authorized: 1971; Presented By: 
National Society, District, State Society or Chapter; Approved By: NSSAR Executive 
Committee, District Vice President General, State Society or Chapter (depending on 
presenting authority).  

Description: The medal is gold in color and bears on the obverse a portrait of Martha 
Washington within the inscription “SAR Martha Washington Award.” It is suspended 
from a chest ribbon of the SAR colors and is accompanied by a certificate, which should 
be engrossed and presented with the medal. The medal is available in miniature.  

Summary: The Martha Washington Medal may be presented to a woman over 18 years of 
age in recognition of outstanding service to SAR. A DAR may receive the Martha 
Washington Medal and the SAR Medal of Appreciation (on separate occasions) if her 
service warrants it. Subsequent Presentation Authorized: A lady may receive this medal 

multiple times. Presentation and wear of oak leaf clusters shall follow NSSAR policy. 
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are held Monthly on the 2nd Wednesday 
October through May 

The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 
Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

We have recently relocated to the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which promises to provide delicious meals at our 
meetings in an attractive and comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are 

an opportunity to spend time with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of 
the American Revolution. While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 

15 other States are represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot VP Russell Radcliffe at 
russradcliffe@gmail.com, call (239) 949-6620 or mail  

20455 Wildcat Run Drive, Estero FL 33928 
Please info-copy Compatriot John Jones – john.jones.2009@comcast.net 

2015 Program Schedule 
 

November 14 (Saturday) – Southwest Florida Military Museum & Library – Ralph Santillo 
December 9 – Annual Meeting, Elections 
  

mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
mailto:john.jones.2009@comcast.net�
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The Caloosa Chapter has had no known losses since May, the last month that gains and losses were 
reported, either through passing or other attrition. In our October newsletter we reported that we have gained 
four new regular members and one new dual member along with one supplemental application being 

approved. We inducted three of those new members at our October 
14th meeting, and we have had two additional new members approved 
since that time. We have also had two more dual members join us 
(Compatriot Dr. Edward Rigel and Compatriot Jonathon Hunt) and 
one new transfer (Compatriot Paul Schnirring). 

Some new applications are easy to process, some not so. Compatriot 
Lewis Elliott was assisted in his application by Mrs. Barbara Nivison 
(shown pinning his insignia). There was a substantial amount of work 
involved in compiling the documentation needed to support his 
application. Mrs. Nivison worked with Registrar Compatriot McGuire 
in putting together that package. 

 

Compatriot Carl 
Sutphin had a 
much easier time 
on his application. 

Two of his daughters are members of the Estero Island 
Chapter, DAR, and one of their record copies was all that 
was needed to get his application approved. Estero Island 
Chapter Registrar Jerry Cernicky helped with the 
application. Here, daughter Amy Heitkamp pins on his 
insignia. 

 

Dr. Wesley Higgins submitted a “from scratch” application 
that he prepared himself, including collecting and 
assembling all of the necessary documentation. This 
included documentation of the patriotic service of ancestor 
Thomas Rowe of Virginia and the 7 generations in his 
lineage. This was certainly the most thorough and neatly 
presented application package that this writer has had 
occasion to process during his tenure as Chapter Registrar. 
Not surprisingly, it sailed through the review process at 
every level and was quickly approved. Anne McGuire 
pinned his insignia. 

 

New Members, Supplementals & 
In Memoriam 
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

OCTOBER 14th  MEETING 

 
After the usual opening rituals, President Matson welcomed all in 
attendance. This was the Chapter’s first meeting at the Marina at 
Edison Ford / Pincher’s and we had a good turnout. About 30 
members and guests participated in the program which included 
the induction of three new members, the welcoming of two new 
dual members, and a presentation by Compatriot Dr. Albert Myers 
on the Penobscot Expedition in 1779. Compatriot Ken Tabler was 
presented with a certificate and record copy for his (first) 
supplemental application recently approved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our meeting room provides a spectacular view 
of the Caloosahatchee River beyond the marina. 
It is easy to get to - next to the Edison Ford 
Estates, just off McGregor Blvd, or by boat, 
turn at Marker 54 on the Okeechobee 
Waterway. Long-time Chapter members 
socialize with new members, applicants, and 
spouses before a meal and program 
presentation. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
With Pinchers restaurant providing the meals, 
one might expect the menu to be just seafood. 
Not so! The kitchen and wait staff served a 
delicious Pot Roast entrée that was enjoyed 
by all who had that meal. Those with special 
dietary needs and who requested an alternate 
choice were equally pleased with their meals. 
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED 
 
 
Compatriot Ken Tabler had his first supplemental 
application approved. It was based upon the 
patriotic service of his ancestor Martin Riser who 
provided material aid to the Continental Army in 
Virginia. Compatriot Tabler has already begun 
work on his second supplemental application. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We also inducted three new members into the 
Caloosa Chapter. “Pinning” the new members were: 

• Barbara Nivison with Compatriot Lewis 
Elliott 

• Amy Heitman with Compatriot Carl Sutphin 
• Anne McGuire with Compatriot Wesley 

Higgins 
 
 
 

 
The Caloosa Chapter receives great support from 
and is very appreciative to the ladies of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and their 
local Chapters. Participating in our October 
meeting were: (foreground, left to right) 

• Joy Morris, member, Estero Island 
Chapter and wife of Compatriot Wes Morris; 

• Amy Heitman, member, Estero Island 
Chapter and daughter of Compatriot Carl 
Sutphin; 

• Jerry Cernicky, Registrar, Estero Island 
Chapter; 

• Anne McGuire, Regent, Lawrence 
Kearny Chapter and wife of Compatriot Bob 
McGuire; 

• Barbara Nivison, member, Lawrence 
Kearny Chapter and wife of applicant John Nivison. 

• Escaping the cameraman, but also participating was Linda Wood, Caloosahatchee Chapter, mother 
of Compatriot Daniel Wood. 
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PROGRAM PRESENTATION 

In June 1779, while most of the 
Revolutionary War was focused in the 
southern United States, a small British 
fleet landed two regiments of 700 soldiers 
on the Castine Peninsula, in the upper 
reaches of Penobscot Bay, Maine.  Intent 
on establishing a base from which they 
could operate more effectively against 
American privateers, ensure the extraction 
of valuable naval stores, and develop a 
refuge for displaced Loyalists, the British enlisted local support and began the construction of Fort George.  
Word reached Boston quickly (Maine was a district of Massachusetts until 1820), and over the ensuing 
month the Penobscot Expedition, was assembled. 

The Penobscot Expedition in 1779 was the largest naval 
operation by American Patriots during the War for 
Independence.  Twenty ships of war and around twenty-
five transport ships sailed to dislodge the British who were 
building a fort to command the entrance to the Penobscot 
Bay in Maine.  The British faced 2000 Patriot troops with 
only 750 of their own, and had only seven vessels.   

Of the utter confusion that followed, General Lovell admitted that "...an attempt to give a description of this 
terrible Day is out of my Power." Coordinating an effective stand grew increasingly difficult over the 
ensuing days, as crews burned their vessels and took to the woods.  A handful of vain attempts were made to 
gather troops and make a stand, but eventually, as Colonel Jonathan Mitchell of Maine revealed, all the 
participants made off for home "...without any leave from a superior officer."   

Ultimately, all American armed ships and transports, save for at least one captured by the British, were 
destroyed along various portions of the river and upper bay.  The expedition’s transport vessels, slower 
sailing merchant sloops and schooners, met a particularly ignominious end after being left unprotected by 
the fleeing American warships.   With wind and tide against them, most failed to ascend the river and were 
landed and burned by their crews to prevent capture.  Through maps, journals, and official depositions, 

several expedition eyewitnesses described the 
transports’ retreat and indicated the 
contingent’s final general location.  Historic 
documents indicate that nearly all of the 
expedition’s twenty-two transport vessels were 
destroyed along the west bank of the Penobscot 
River, just below its narrow entrance at Sandy 
Point. 

http://penobscot1779.tripod.com/Bagaduce large.htm�
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The Americans were roundly defeated in the worst naval disaster our nation had experienced until the attack 
on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese. A court martial was held for the Commodore commanding the American 
fleet resulting in his dismissal from the service.   

Compatriot Albert Myers spoke about the disaster and its aftermath - he 
had ancestors present. Compatriot Albert had a video presentation that 
he had intended to utilize with his presentation, and he had enlisted the 
services of this writer to be his media technician. I can only say in my 
defense that I had met with the coordinator for the venue twice prior to 
our Chapter meeting. I had loaded the program onto their computer, 
testing the system to ensure it worked. In fact, it was fine until we tried 
to run it at the meeting. To our chagrin, there was no audio with the 
video and we couldn’t correct it. Not to be deterred, Compatriot Myers 
presented the story in a fascinating, informative, and entertaining manner 
without the aid of the video. Well done, and thank you! 

 

 

LADIES AUXILIARY GIFT BASKET 

For each of the FLSSAR Board of Management meetings (presently three per year) Chapters are asked to 
put together a gift basket which is auctioned as a fund-raiser at the end of the banquet. The FLSSAR Ladies 
Auxiliary (LA) is tasked with putting together these baskets and getting them to the meetings. The Caloosa 
Chapter now has four members of the LA who generally rotate the responsibility of assembling these 
baskets.  

Betty Jones put together the basket for the recently concluded Fall BOM in Orlando. As has been the 
practice the last few times, the basket is brought to the Chapter 
meeting preceding the BOM where chances are “pre-sold”. This 
allows members who are not able to attend BOM to support the fund 
raiser and have a chance at winning not only the Chapter basket, but 
also those from other Chapters. This time, a total of $60.00 was 
raised at the meeting which added to the $600.00 raised at the BOM 
auction. Caloosa is the only chapter presently conducting the “pre-
sale” but as word of our success circulates, other chapters have 
indicated they plan to try it in the future.  
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The Caloosa Chapter proudly supports the 
Eagle Scout Program with certificates and 
patches. Compatriot Wes Morris attended the 
Court of Honor for four new Eagle Scouts on 
Pine Island. 

 

After attaining the rank of Life Scout, an 
individual may take on the larger challenge of 
becoming an Eagle Scout. There are several 
basic requirements for the rank of Eagle Scout: 

1. Complete 21 merit badges including all of the required ones; 
2. Serve in a position of responsibility in your troop for six months (after Life board or review); 
3. Complete an approved Eagle Service Project using the Eagle Scout Service Project Workbook 
4. Complete a Scoutmaster Conference; 
5. You must have all of your Eagle requirements (including the project) completed before you reach 

age of 18. 

 

Congratulations on your achievement! 

• Devon Michael Hamilton 
• Brandon Nicholas Reed 
• Justin Alex Chura 
• Robert Sheppard Brinson 

 

 

 

We hope that these and other Eagle Scouts will enter the Arthur M. and 
Barbara King Eagle Scout Scholarship Contest sponsored by the NSSAR. 
All Eagle Scouts who are currently registered in an active unit and have 
not reached their 19th birthday during the year of application are eligible to 
apply. Contact Compatriot Russ Radcliffe – russradcliffe@gmail.com or 
(239) 949-6620 for more information.  

Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
 

mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
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The program of the Fall BOM began with meetings of Regional Vice Presidents and the Executive 
Committee on Friday morning. 

Business meetings continued in the afternoon which 
included reports of National and State officers and 
various committee reports. The agenda and the 
committee reports are published in the Proceedings 
which may be found at 
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Docs/Proceedings/BOM1015.pdf . 

One item of business was the selection of the FLSSAR 
nominee for election to the position of NSSAR District 
Vice President for the South Atlantic District. 
Compatriot David Ramseur of the Jacksonville Chapter 
was selected by secret ballot for this position. 

In addition to the business meetings on 
Friday and Saturday, there were a number 
of workshops, meetings and other activities 
conducted. These included Chapter 
Secretary, Youth Activities, Endowment 
Trust Fund Reimbursement, Editor, and 
“Back to Basics” sessions, along with a 
George and Martha Washington 
presentation and a meeting of the Ladies 
Auxiliary. The Washington’s (portrayed by 
Compatriot Bill and Cara Elder) were also 
the featured banquet program. 

 

The Caloosa Chapter was well represented at the 
BOM. Although you can’t see everyone in this 
shot, our group included Bob & Anne McGuire, 
Lewis Elliott, Lee Matson, Randy Moody, Russ 
Radcliffe, and Dwight and Becky Elam. These 
meetings are also an opportunity to get to know 
members better from other chapters around the 
state.  

FLSSAR BOM 2015 Fall Meeting 
 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Docs/Proceedings/BOM1015.pdf�
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Surely the British would have been scared 
out of their breeches by the sight of this 
military force. We successfully posted and 
retired the Colors without spearing the low 
ceiling – an accomplishment to be proud of. 

 

 

 

 

 

After dinner there were numerous awards 
presentations. The Florida Society had 
done very well in terms of recognitions 
awarded at the recent Fall Leadership 
Conference held in Louisville Kentucky. 
This is a small sample of these awards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee Matson received the Liberty Medal 
for bringing in ten new members. After 
the banquet, and throughout the program, 
there were opportunities to chat with 
Compatriots in the Hospitality Room 
which was stocked with some very fine 
beverages and various snacks. All in all, 
these BOM meetings are well worth 
participating in.  
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Dinner featured a fine meal of Chicken Picata 
with mashed potatoes, green beans and carrots. 
Dessert was a NY cheese cake with mixed 
berry compote – all that for only $41.00! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Light Horse Harry Lee Camp had the 
opportunity to serve as part of the Florida 
Liberty Brigade in the posting of the 
Colors. Caloosa guardsmen included 
Compatriots Lewis Elliott (following 
FLSSAR past-president Steve Williams) 
along with – 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob McGuire and (way in the rear) 
Dwight Elam. A heavily armed 
contingent it was too, with no less 
than six Musketeers protecting the 
Colors.  
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Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp 
There are plenty of opportunities to put on a uniform and support the Chapter in community events. I hope 
that members will consider joining the color guard, and I will be happy to assist if I can. I am sure that other 
current members of the Light Horse Harry Lee Camp will answer questions and provide advice as well. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Color Guard or have questions about it, contact the Caloosa Chapter’s 
Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

A call to arms! No, the British aren’t coming, but we still need to march to the alarm. The public 
appearances of the Color Guard are an excellent recruiting opportunity while educating the public. In 
addition, the Color Guard adds pageantry to Chapter and Society meetings while respecting the sacrifices of 
our patriot ancestors. A basic militia uniform consists of the following: 

• A hat – either tricorn or round 
• A hunting shirt 
• A white or checkered shirt 
• Long britches or fall-front trousers 
• Shoes (not necessarily buckle, since long pants will cover the buckle area 

All of these items are readily available from various vendors – approximate costs: hunting shirt@$55; white 
shirt@$45; trousers@$85. Total without hat or shoes, less than $200. Hats are a wide range of prices from 
about $75 to more than $200. To encourage more members to purchase uniforms and join the Color Guard, 
the Chapter is offering $50 towards the purchase of a partial uniform, or $100 towards a full uniform. The 
Chapter has a “loaner” tricorn hat to help get you started. Don’t put it off, act NOW!

mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recessional 

 
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 
nation of free men. 

Celebrate the 
Veterans Day 

and the 
Thanksgiving 

Holidays 
thoughtfully, 
remembering 

what they 
signify. 
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