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Thank you for your service 
These are words 
that this writer, and 
many of my 
generation, did not 
hear when we 
returned from 
Vietnam or for 
many years 
afterward. More 
recently, the 
expression has 
come into vogue 

and we hear it not only when participating in events 
such as Veterans Day activities, but even if we are 
just wearing an article of clothing or a pin that 
indicates that we served in the Armed Forces of the 
United States. For veterans, this is certainly a 
welcome change in the way that we are regarded by 
our fellow citizens. More than that, it is a catalyst 
for reflection upon what the words mean, and 
perhaps how to respond to the greeting. In truth, it 
has been my honor and privilege to have served. 

As we search through the lives and times of our 
ancestors, looking for documents that prove dates, 
places, and events, we often find that time and again 
and for generation upon generation, certain families 
have stepped up when called upon to serve in the 
National Defense. From the Revolution to the Iraq 
War, the U.S. has fought in 12 major wars. While 

the veterans of all of America’s wars have 
contributed to the continuing freedom and 
independence of our Nation, George Washington is 
deserving of the greatest honor and recognition 
because it can surely be said that without General, 
then President, Washington there would be no 
United States of America. 

On the 14th of December, 1799 (when he 
wanted but 9 weeks and 2 days of being 68 
years old) George Washington rode out to his 
mill at Mount Vernon, 3 miles distant. The 
day was raw and rainy. The following night he 
was attacked with a violent pain and 
inflammation of the throat. Early in the 
morning, Dr. Craik, the friend and physician 
of his youth and age, was sent for. Alarmed at 
the least appearance of danger threatening a 
life so dear to him, Dr. Criak advised to call in, 
immediately, the consulting assistance of his 
friends, the ingenious and learned Drs. Dick, 
of Alexandria, and Brown, of Port Tobacco. 
They came on the wings of speed. They felt the 
awfulness of the situation. The greatest of 
human beings was lying low: a life, of all 
others the most revered, the most beloved, 
was at stake. And if human skill could have 
saved – the sword of genius, and the buckler 
of experience could have turned the stroke of 
death, Washington had still lived. But his hour 
was come. 
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Every hour now spread a sadder gloom over 
the scene. Despair sat on the faces of the 
physicians; for they saw that their art had 
failed! The strength of the mighty was 
departing from him; and death, with his sad 
harbingers, chills, and paleness, was coming 
apace. Silent and sad, his physicians sat by 
his bedside, looking on him as he lay panting 
for breath. They thought on the past and the 
tears swelled in their eyes. He marked it, and 
stretching out his hand to them, and shaking 
his head, said, “O no! – don’t! don’t!” then with 
a delightful smile added, “I am dying 
gentlemen: but, thank God, I am not afraid to 
die”. 

Feeling that the silver chord of life is loosing, 
and that his spirit is ready to quit her old 
companion the body, he extends himself on 
his bed – closes his eyes for the last time, with 
his own hands – folds his arms decently on 
his breast, then breathing out “Father of 
mercies! Take me to thyself,” – he fell asleep.1

Thank you for your service, George 
Washington! 

 

 
 

From Your Newsletter 
Editor 

Compatriots, 
 
Please give me ongoing comments on how to make 
additional improvements to your newsletter and 
submit your items of interest for inclusion in the 
future issues. My goal is to publish issues monthly 
                                                           
1 This somewhat fanciful tale about the death of George 
Washington has been abstracted from The Life of Washington 
by Mason L. Weems, published by Harvard College in 1962. 
The engraving of Washington after Gilbert Stuart is from a 
German translation of Weems, Life of Washington (Baltimore, 
1817). 

between October and May each year. Generally, an 
issue will be published shortly after each monthly 
meeting so if you have an item that relates to a 
particular date or event, please get me the 
information in sufficient time for me to fit it in. My 
email address is: rmcguire@slvx.com. 
 
The quality control in this particular issue has been 
somewhat compromised due to the exigencies of the 
Thanksgiving holiday which limited my access to 
editorial reviewers who normally keep me out of 
trouble. I apologize for any errors that  I may have 
overlooked. 
 

Bob McGuire Caloosa Chapter Officers 
2013-2014 

Left to right:  
FLSSAR At Large Exec. Comm. Member Vic McMurry 
Chapter President/SW Region VP Lee Matson 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Cmdr Randy Moody 
Registrar Bob McGuire 
Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
Sgt-at-Arms Wes Morris 
Past Trustee Roy Wasson 
Secretary/Treasurer/Trustee John Jones 
Genealogist/Recording Secretary/Trustee Albert Myers 
(Not shown) Historian Hal Theiss 
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From the President 
 

Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

On November 6th Compatriots Allen Brown, Bob McGuire and myself participated in 
the Pride and Patriotism of Lee County program held at the Barbara B. Mann Performing 
Arts Hall.  This was a very inspirational program honoring both veterans and Lee County 
School students grades K thru 12.  

In all 142 students were recognized for their achievements in Art, Poetry, Drawing, 
Digital and Mini Documentary.  The participating veterans accompanied a student with 
their teacher on stage where the veteran presented the student with a neck ribbon with 

medal. In addition, several veterans from WWII and Korea were recognized for their service.  The musical 
portion of the program was provided by the Southwest Florida Youth Symphony Orchestra and the Estero High 
School band.  The various Lee County JROTC members were also involved in the program.  I am proud to say 
that your chapter is one of the sponsors of this program and that Compatriots Randy Moody and Allen Brown 
also serve on the Board of Directors. 

On November 12th our chapter meeting featured LTC William Zacovic, Lee County JROTC Operations Officer.  
He spoke about the program and it was very informative. Lee County has 14 units and is in all high schools. 
There are over 6000 students participating in the program.  It is also the 3rd largest in the nation. Among the 
goals are gaining leadership skills and self discipline in becoming better students.  

At this chapter meeting we inducted Compatriot Robert Huber as our newest member.   

Compatriot John Jones, who is a member of the FLSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee, presented 10 
members with certificates as members of the Florida Veterans Battalion. 

On Saturday March 21st your chapter will have a table at the Reading Festival held at the Harborside Event 
Center.  We will be there along with several chapters of the DAR.  They had a table last year and had many 
potential members stop by.  In addition, they fielded inquiries about the SAR.  Therefore this year, we will be 
there.  Some of our Color Guard members will be there in their patriot militia uniforms.  Our tables will be set 
side by side with our Betsy Ross Flag and a table banner. It should attract attention. 

As a reminder, our December meeting is our annual meeting.  At this meeting we will vote on the changes in 
the chapter by-laws and hold the election of officers for 2015.  This is an important meeting and I encourage all 
of you who are able to be present.  We will also be presenting year-end awards to members and other 
nonmembers for their community service. 

Lee Matson 

President Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR 

Vice President Southwest Region FLSSAR 
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Each year for the past 20 years, the Gulf Middle School in 
Cape Coral has conducted a special program in honor of 
Veterans Day. This year, the program included performances 
by the school’s band and choir, the student Civil Air Patrol 
unit, and many others. VIP’s participating included 
representatives of the Lee County Commissioners (Chairman 
Brian Hamman is a Gulf Middle alumnus), the Cape Coral 
City Council, and military veterans going back to WWII.  

Gulf Middle Social Studies teacher Jeff Bowditch believes in bringing history to life for his students. As part of 
the school’s veteran’s day program, he invited a unit from the Lee County Schools JROTC program and a 

member of the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR to participate in his 
classes. The uniformed cadets demonstrated marching, and the 
manual of arms with rifles. Compatriot Robert McGuire attended 
the classes in his uniform which is representative of the 
Connecticut militia in the late 1770’s. Amongst other things, this 
provided an opportunity to contrast modern uniforms and 
weapons with those of the American Revolution. 

There were discussions with students about the reasons for drill 
and marching in the colonial days, including column and flanking 

movements which enabled the battlefield commanders to deploy troops and mass firepower. This was essential 
when the basic infantry weapons were single-shot muzzle-loading muskets that took a significant amount of 
time to reload before they could be fired again. Students had 
an opportunity to pick up a replica Brown Bess musket, to see 
and feel its size and weight, and to get a sense of what it would 
have been like to fight in battles with such a weapon. 

The students were universally attentive and engaged, and this 
was a rare and rewarding opportunity to participate in the 
education of these young people. The point was made that, at 
age 13 or thereabouts, there were times that children of the 

period 
left their family farms and joined the Army as fifers and 
drummers. This is the same age as these students. 

I received the card to the left from the Gulf Middle 
classes that I visited. I offer back a special “thank you” to 
Mr. Bowditch and his students for giving me this 
experience. 

Community Activities: Gulf Middle School 
Veterans Day Program 
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Some FLSSAR 
Programs you may not 

know 
Lee Matson, President Caloosa Chapter, 

Vice-president Southwest Region FLLSAR 

As a dues paying member of the SAR for 30 years, 
it was not until about three years ago that I learned 
about the many programs that the NSSAR and 
FLSSAR were involved in.  For many of those 
years I was not active in SAR, since like many of 
you, career obligations came first.  I have a feeling 
that many of you may not know how involved your 
Society is in many areas. I am going to highlight 
some programs that your society is involved in and 
hopefully generate some interest in more members 
becoming more active in one of these programs.  I 
am pleased to say that several of your Chapter 
members are involved on the state level in some of 
these programs and either chair or sit on some of the 
state committees.   

The Society has many youth related programs.  We 
participate in several, primarily because we lack 
enough members to support all of them. 

AMERICANISM  ELEMENTARY  POSTER 
AND BROCHURE CONTEST. 

Currently Compatriot (Jacksonville Chapter) David 
Ramseur is the chairman for this contest.  I will 
quote from his Board of Management (BOM) 
report. 

Poster Contest 

“The Americanism Elementary Poster Contest has 
been a great youth venue for stimulating 
Revolutionary War time’s interest in the 3rd - 5th 
grade students.” 

Brochure Contest 

“The theme for the Brochure contest is different 
than the Poster contest and centers on the 8th grade 
where American History is normally taught in 
middle school.  Submission is on an 8 ½ x 11 inch 
piece of paper that is created into a tri-fold 
brochure.” “The permanent Middle School 
Brochure Contest theme beginning with the 2014-
2015 academic term will be the “Foundational 
Documents of the United States. These documents 
include: 

• Articles of Confederation 
• Declaration of Independence 
• Constitution 
• Federalist Papers 
• Bill of Rights 

The theme for the Brochure Contest is structured to 
match up with the Government Curriculum that is 
found in the majority of states during the middle 
school years.” 

EAGLE SCOUT SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

Compatriot Don Cahill (Naples Chapter) is the 
Committee Chairman.  He is also an Eagle Scout. 

This program is to recognize the Eagle Scout 
Candidates being honored at their Court of Honor.  
At the Court of Honor, the SAR Chapter presents 
them with a certificate of achievement and a patch 
for their sash that is approved by the Boy Scouts of 
America and the Sons of the American Revolution. 

The Eagle Scout is encouraged to enter an essay 
contest based on a Revolutionary War theme.  The 
essay is judged by the Chapter Eagle Scout 
Committee and a winner is picked.  The winning 
essay is forwarded to the State Eagle Scout 
Committee who judge and pick a winner for 
FLSSAR.  The state winner is awarded a $5,000 
scholarship and goes on to the National Congress 
where the National Winner is picked.  The 
scholarship awarded here is $10,000. 

One of my goals as your Chapter President is to 
establish a Chapter “scout point person” to 
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coordinate the presentations at the Courts of Honor.  
I am pleased that we have a potential member who 
is currently working on his application and is also a 
scout leader.  He is excited about the program and I 
hope he will head it up for our chapter once he is 
inducted. 

GEORGE S. and STELLA KNIGHT ESSAY 
CONTEST  

This contest is open to all students who are United 
States citizens or legal aliens. Contestants shall be 
attending public, parochial, or private high schools 
(including accredited home schools) in the 
freshman, sophomore, junior or senior grade of 
study during the contest year. The contest is for an 
original researched and proven topic written in 
English.  

The topic of the essay shall deal with an event, 
person, philosophy, or ideal associated with the 
American Revolution, the Declaration of 
Independence, or the framing of the United States 
Constitution. During the 2013-14 and 2014-15 
contest years only, to commemorate the 800th 
anniversary of Magna Carta, contestants may also 
choose a topic that relates to Magna Carta and its 
influence on the Revolution or one or more of the 
Founding Fathers. 

The essay must be between 800 words and 1,200 
words excluding title page, footnotes, bibliography 
page, and biography page. 

RUMBAUGH  ORATION  CONTEST 

This contest should not be new to you since we 
conduct it each year in our Chapter.  The contest 
requires the contestant to research and write an 
essay of 500 words.  They then present the oration 
and it is timed.  It must be at least five minutes but 
not more than six.  In the audience judges evaluate 
the oration to judge how closely the orator follows 
the written essay.  The orator is also judged on 
voice and body presence while giving the oration. 

The Caloosa Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
is the current FLSSAR state committee chairman. 

 
 JROTC 
  
This program is one that your Chapter strongly 
supports. Each year we award a medal and 
certificate to a cadet that is selected by the JROTC 
Instructor for outstanding achievement. At our 
November meeting LTC William Zacovic presented 
an excellent program on the JROTC program in Lee 
County. 

 
FLSSAR COMMITTEES WITH CHAPTER REPRESENTATION 

 
DAR Liaison 
 Rev. Dr. Randy Moody, Member 
Newsletters & Periodicals 
 John Jones, Member 
Nominating Committee 
 Lee Matson, Member 
NSSAR Library 
 Lee Matson, Member 
Patriotic Activities 
 Robert McGuire, Member 

Rumbaugh Oration Contest 
 Dr. Russell Radcliffe, Chairman 
Technology Advisory 
 Robert McGuire, Member 

Veterans Affairs 
 Lee Matson, Member  
Veterans Recognition 
 John Jones Member 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501c3 Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is to 
support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. As of January 1, 2015, a new campaign will create “The 1776 Society” to move 
forward with two primary purposes: the creation of the world class SAR museum, and the creation of the new 
NSSAR endowment fund. Within the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who 
have provided a NSSAR legacy bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR 
Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

Target Opening Date  

       - JULY 2015 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 

 
Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current 
activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your web 
browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to 
click on the link).  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152396845983338.1073741832.78806383337&type=1 . 
 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter programs 
and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the day of an 
event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and information. Send it 
to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire has recently developed a new web page for the Chapter and it is now 
available directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available 
through a link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then 
“Caloosa”.  You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution 
webpage: www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. Our webpage also includes links to 
previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

            

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152396845983338.1073741832.78806383337&type=1�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Highlights of October EXCOM Meeting 

 
The Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR met on November 3, 2014 at Saint Luke’s 
Episcopal Church on Cleveland Avenue in Fort Myers, Lee County, Florida. The following are some highlights 
of the meeting. 

• Compatriot Randy Moody is giving a presentation at East Lee County High School to all American History 
students and passing out booklets of the “Declaration of Independence” and the “United States Constitution” 
with all current amendments to each student, totaling almost 500 students. The presentations will take place 
on November 12th and 13th with Compatriot John Jones assisting on November 13th. Both Compatriots will 
appear in their Revolutionary War uniforms. 

• Compatriot Robert McGuire will participate in a program at the Gulf Middle School in Cape Coral on 
November 7, 2014 along with a JROTC unit. Compatriot McGuire, wearing his militia uniform, will attend 
a veterans celebration conducted by the school and make presentations on the Connecticut militia in the 
Revolution to students in several American History classes. 

• Compatriot Robert Huber is scheduled to be inducted at the November 12, 2014 general membership 
meeting. 

• Compatriot John Jones explained that the FLSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee will recognize our 
Chapter’s veterans by awarding certificates as members of the FLSSAR Veterans Battalion at the Chapter 
meeting held on November 12, 2014 in honor of their service to our country. 

• The minutes of the September 30, 2014 ExCom meeting were approved as emailed to members. A 2nd dues 
request was sent to members who have not yet paid their 2015 dues. 

• The 2015 budget, as presented by Compatriot Treasurer Jones was approved by acclamation. 
• There was further discussion of memorial gifts in honor of deceased members. It was decided that the 

Chapter would make a donation of $25.00 to the FLSSAR Endowment Fund in the memory of the decedent. 
We will also donate two books to the Genealogical Section of the Lee County Library in Fort Myers as a 
gift from the Chapter each year. 

• With the revised bylaw changes to be voted on at the December Annual Meeting, there was discussion if a 
provision for an audit in the bylaws met the IRS requirements to have timely audits. After some discussion 
it was determined that our bylaws meet those requirements and require no change. 

• The Chapter has been invited by the DAR to participate with them in the 
Reading Festival on March 21, 2015 in Fort Myers. After discussion, it was 
decided that we would participate by having members in uniform pass out 
brochures. 

The next meeting of the ExCom will be held on December 1, 2014 at a location 
TBD.    
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Our Calendar of Events 
Helm Club at the Landings Yacht Golf and Tennis Club 

4420 Flagship Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
(off McGregor Blvd first light South of College Pkwy) 

 

Meetings are held Monthly on the 2nd Wednesday 
October through May 

The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 
Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Since we started meeting at the Helm Club in the Fall of 2013, the kitchen and wait staff have consistently presented 
delicious meals at our meetings in an attractive and comfortable setting. Meetings are also an opportunity to spend time 

with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. While 
a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country 
who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot VP Russell Radcliffe at 
russradcliffe@gmail.com, call (239) 949-6620 or mail  

20455 Wildcat Run Drive, Estero FL 33928 
Please info-copy Compatriot John Jones – john.jones.2009@comcast.net 

 

Program Schedule 
December 10th  Election of 2015 Officers, Rumbaugh Contest, Year-end Awards, Bylaws Approval 
2015 January 14th  Installation of Officers with FLSSAR Senior Vice President Larry Fehrenbaker 
February 11th   Public Service Recognition meeting 
March 14th   Saturday meeting - Presentation about NASA by Compatriot Hal Theiss 
April 8th   Hermione-Lafayette 2015 Project presentation by Brigitte van den Hove-Smith 
May 13th   Open 

mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
mailto:john.jones.2009@comcast.net�
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New Members Inducted & Approved, Supplementals 
Approved, and In Memoriam 

 

Compatriot Robert Harry Huber had his application 
for membership approved based upon the patriotic 
service (material aid) of his ancestor Benjamin Crane 
of New Jersey and New York. He was inducted at 
the last meeting of the Chapter on November 12th. 
Compatriot Huber is a resident of Cape Coral and a 
member of the Cape Coral Police Department. At the 

same meeting he was enrolled into the Florida Vaterans 
Battalion based upon his military service, and was given 
a certificate to that effect. 

We are continuing to work on getting Compatriots 
Nathan Skupny, TSgt Andrew Thorpe, Joseph Lundquist 
IV and Joseph Lundquist V to be able to attend a 
meeting for their inductions. 

We have two applications in final review at NSSAR: Edward Michael Buff, and his son Eric Michael Buff. 
Both applications are based upon the military service of PVT Thomas Davis of South Carolina. In addition, 
Compatriot Ansel Moore has another supplemental application under review at the national office. This is for 
(5th generation!) ancestor PVT Samuel Moore from Maine whose service was credited to Massachusetts. 
Compatriot Moore also has another supplemental application based upon ancestor William Tobey that has been 
pended by the FLSSAR Registrar while we try to resolve some documentation issues. 
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings 
       

 

  

Our luncheon meetings at the Helm Club at 
the Landings Yacht, Golf, and Tennis Club 
provide an opportunity to socialize with 
compatriots and participate in the programs 
of the Caloosa Chapter. As always, a fine 
meal was enjoyed by all attending. 

Past President and Genealogist Dr. Albert 
Myers and present Caloosa Chapter President 
/ FLSSAR SW Regional Vice-president Lee 
Matson share some ideas before the start of 
the program. 

Seasonal residents from other SAR Chapters 
such as Compatriots Gibbons’ and Gaffin’s 
attendance at Caloosa Chapter meetings 
enables them to continue their involvement 
in the Society and to participate in our 
programs while “wintering” in Lee County. 

Wives and other ladies are always welcome at 
Chapter meetings, and will find that they are not 
alone in attending. Seen at this table are 
Compatriot Douglas Walsh and his wife Lois, 
Compatriot Ansel Moore and his wife Elizabeth, 
and Jeanette Walton, widow of past president 
Guy Walton. 
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LTC William Zacovic was the featured program speaker at 
the November meeting. Colonel Zacovich is the Operations 
Officer for the Army JROTC program in the Lee County 
School System. The Lee County Army JROTC program is 
one of the largest and most successful in the United States, 
with an enrollment of over 6,000 cadets – 24% of high 
school students. 

Colonel Zacovich explained the program’s success is the 
result of its emphasis on team building and leadership – 
properties that make better prepared citizens and future 
leaders. 

Colonel Zachovich’ presentation was titled 
“Investing in JROTC” and included some very 
impressive metrics for measuring the program’s 
impact. These included: 

• Last year, cadets performed over 51,000 
hours of community service. 

• JROTC graduates achieved over $6.1 million 
in scholarships. 

• For Lee County JROTC graduates- 
o 98.9% Graduate 
o 38% attend college 
o 32% attend Vocational-Technical 

School 
o 20% enlist in the Military 

Chapter President Matson awarded Colonel 
Zacovich a Certificate of Appreciation from 
the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR for his support 
of the Chapter and his furtherance of the 
goals and objectives of the Sons of the 
American Revolution. 
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Compatriot John Jones is one of five members of the FLSSAR 
Veterans Recognition Committee. The FLSSAR has 
established the Florida Veterans Battalion for the purpose of 
providing recognition for all military veterans. The FLSSAR 
Veterans Battalion differs from the NSSAR Veterans Corps in 
terms of requirements for membership. Membership in the 
FLSSAR Veterans Battalion is open to all veterans who served 
on active duty and were Honorably Discharged.  

The NSSAR Veterans Corps is more restrictive in 
qualifications. It presently includes four Corps: WWII, Korean, 
Vietnam, and Persian Gulf War. Only individuals who qualify 
for the War Service Medal (WSM) are eligible for membership 
in the NSSAR Veterans Corps. Generally this means that the 
veteran must have served in one of the designated combat 
zones and have been awarded the applicable campaign 
medal/ribbon to qualify. 

A total of ten certificates of membership in 
the Florida Veterans Battalion were awarded 
at the November meeting. Other certificates 
will be awarded to Chapter members in the 
future as their eligibility is established and 
they are able to attend a meeting. 

The certificate which announces that the 
Compatriot named is a member of the Florida 
Veterans Battalion is signed by the President, 
FLSSAR and the Chairman of the FLSSAR 
Veterans Battalion. 
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Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp 
 

There are plenty of opportunities to put on a uniform and 
support the Chapter in community events. I hope that members 
will consider joining the color guard, and I will be happy to 
assist if I can. I am sure that other current members of the 
Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp will answer questions and provide 
advice as well. 

At the last meeting, Compatriot McGuire showed off the new 
reproduction musket recently acquired by the Chapter. This 
Second Model Brown Bess is an exact reproduction of the 
musket manufactured in England by Grice in 1762. It was made 
by Pederosi in Italy.  

It features a European walnut one-piece fullstock 54” long, satin 
finish, with 2 ½” drop and 14 1/2 “ trigger pull. Barrell is .75 
caliber left in the rbight, 42” long tapered round 1.250´at breach 
to .890” at muzzle, smoothbore (.750 diameter). Front sight is 
steel stud which serves as bayonette lug. Flintlock uses 1” flints. 

Brass furniture, lockplate border line engraved “Grice 1762” on tail w/ crown and “GR” ahead of hammer. 
Single trigger. Sling swivels, steel head ramrod (10x32 male thread). Gun is 58 ¼” overall length and weighs 9 
lbs. Load with 70 grams of FFg black powder and patched .735 ball. 

If you are interested in joining the Color Guard or have questions about it, contact the Florida Sons of Liberty 
Brigade Commander who is also Caloosa Chapter’s Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at 
sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

Below are links to some known suppliers of clothing and accessories for the Revolutionary War period; you can 
search the internet for other retailers—this is not an endorsement of any supplier; the Caloosa Chapter, 
FLSSAR, and the NSSAR do not endorse companies. 

https://www.jas-townsend.com/ 

http://www.jarnaginco.com/revwarframe.html 

https://www.smoke-fire.com/ 

http://www.gggodwin.com/default.asp 

http://www.smilingfoxforgellc.com/ 

 

 

mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
https://www.jas-townsend.com/�
http://www.jarnaginco.com/revwarframe.html�
https://www.smoke-fire.com/�
http://www.gggodwin.com/default.asp�
http://www.smilingfoxforgellc.com/�
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The overall mission of the organization is Youth Celebrating the Arts and Honoring our Veterans.  The concept 
of Pride and Patriotism was born out of an advocacy for the arts and love of country, which together, present a 
“pride” of our student’s artistic talents in a patriotic 
theme with the presence of our veterans who 
afforded the students the opportunity to do so in a 
free country. 

The first performance took place in November of 
2003 at the Barbara B. Mann Hall before an 
audience of approximately 800 persons, and has 
continued on an annual basis.  Every year since, the 
scope of the program grew as well as the size of the 
audience.  An attendance of 1,200 to 1,400 enjoyed 
the program through 2009. In 2011 and 2012, the 
audience exceeded 1,600. 

This is a great time for schools, families, residents 
and visitors to come together and reflect on our 
great country while honoring our veterans and recognizing student’s talents.  This entire effort involves 
hundreds of students, teachers, veterans and community members and acknowledges the collaborative spirit and 
appreciation for the undertaking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pride and Patriotism of Lee County Board of Directors include Compatriots Rev. Allen Brown and Rev. 
Dr. Randy Moody. Veteran Volunteers Compatriots Lee Matson and Robert McGuire participated in presenting 
awards to “DRAWING, PAINTING COLLAGE WINNERS K-2” at this year’s program.

Community Activities: Pride & Patriotism of Lee 
County 

 

Opening ceremonies included Sheriff Mike 
Scott leading the Pledge of Allegiance with 
Sean McMahon, Logan Hobot, and William 
Urban from Three Oaks Elementary Cub 
Scout Pack 30 
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At the beginning of the program, student winners of awards 
were seated flanked by their teacher and the veteran 
volunteer who would be making the presentation. Seen in 
the front row of this photo (L to R) are teacher Angela 
Weiss, student Mariel Gonzalez – Mirror Lakes 
Elementary, veteran Lee Matson; teacher Marjorie Nasuta, 
student Stella Williams – Orangewood Elementary, veteran 
Robert McGuire. 

Each group of awardees walked to their marks on 
the stage – first the teacher, then the student, and 
then the veteran. A JROTC cadet fell in behind 
each student carrying the award. As each winner 
was announced, the veteran took the award from 
the cadet and placed it around the neck of the 
student. The awards were handsome medals on 
neck ribbons. 

The program included a wide variety of 
patriotic music played by the Southwest 
Florida Symphony Youth Orchestra Program, 
Dr. David Cole – Conductor. Seen also in 
this photo is Co-Host JROTC Cadet Area 
Commander Vanessa Diaz – Lehigh Senior 
High School. 

If there is a single element of disappointment in the 2014 Pride & Patriotism program, it is the 
unfortunate failure of any of the media outlets – print or TV – to provide coverage of the event. It 
is an absolutely outstanding effort on the part of the Directors, students and teachers, sponsors, 
and volunteers which deserves awareness and recognition in the community at large. I sincerely 
hope that next year’s program is covered as one of the most important community events taking 
place in Lee County each season. 
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BOM meetings, which are held 3 times a year, are a great opportunity to share interests and experiences with 
other members throughout the state who represent a great variety of professional accomplishments and 
activities. I would personally encourage Chapter members to attend future meetings either as Chapter delegates 
or simply as interested individuals as the BOM meetings are always open to all FLSSAR members and spouses 
are also welcome to attend.  

 

  

FLSSAR BOM & Annual Meeting 
 

Members of the FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary from each of 
the Chapters prepare gift baskets for a fund-raising raffle at 
each BOM meeting. For the January BOM, Anne McGuire 
is being assisted by Elizabeth Moore in making the basket 
from the Caloosa Chapter. This basket will include a $75 
gift certificate from Total Wine & More. Any Chapter 
ladies who might be interested in helping with this effort 
should contact Anne McGuire – amcguire@slvx.com or 
(239) 542-0068. 

mailto:amcguire@slvx.com�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their 
sacrifice, established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the 

principles of liberty and our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves 
to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Recessional 
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, 

who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent 
Supreme Court and a nation of free men. 
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