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The Florida Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution brought another annual cycle to a close 
with a program at the Florida Hotel in Orlando that 
included BOM business meetings, workshops, a 
luncheon hosted for the President General’s wife by 
the FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary on Friday, and an 
Awards Banquet on Friday evening. Saturday began 
with a Memorial Service to remember compatriots 
who had passed away in 2015, a Youth Awards 
Luncheon on Saturday, and an Installation Banquet 

on Saturday evening. The Caloosa Chapter was 
well-represented at these programs with six 
compatriots and three ladies auxiliary members in 
attendance. We also support the Florida Society in 
leadership positions with compatriots serving in 
three officer positions and as chairmen of four 
FLSSAR committees. The BOM meetings are open 
to all Caloosa Chapter/FLSSAR members and 
attending these meeting will help you enrich your 
Florida SAR experience.  

PPAATTRRIIOOTT   
CALOOSA 

President General Thomas E. Lawrence and First Lady Mickey Jo honored the Florida Society with their attendance 
at the Spring BOM, Annual Meeting, and Installation Banquet in May. In the background is FLSSAR First Lady 
Jeanne Fehrenbaker. 

RRRiiiccchhhaaarrrddd   QQQ...   FFFooowwwllleeerrr   NNNeeewwwsssllleeetttttteeerrr   AAAwwwaaarrrddd   fffooorrr   222000111555   –––   222nnnddd   PPPlllaaaccceee   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   CCCaaallloooooosssaaa   PPPaaatttrrriiiooottt   
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From Your Newsletter 
Editor   
Compatriots, 
This will be the final issue of the newsletter for the 
season. Even without some of its usual features, it is 
much larger than normal. This is because it covers 
both April and May membership meetings, and also 
because of the very high level of community 
activities that the Caloosa Chapter was involved in 
since the April issue was published. 

As Editor, I am pleased to report that our newsletter 
has won the second-place award in the competition 
for Florida Society newsletters. Accompanying the 
certificate was a check for $120.00 to the Chapter.  

What’s in this issue? 

In this issue you will find a number of features that 
I hope are useful and interesting. An updated listing 
of dates and events from now through the end of 
2016 is on page 3. In addition to federal holidays, it 
lists meeting dates for the Chapter and the FLSSAR 
and NSSAR. Also listed are some national color 
guard events taking place mostly in the southeast. 

The highlights of the monthly ExCom meeting held 
in April and May are reported on page 4 & 5. 
President Radcliffe’s message is on page 6. The 
current officers of the Caloosa Chapter for the 
2016-2017 term are shown on page 7. 

On page 9 you will find information about our 
Chapter Facebook Page and Web Page. The 
webpage has been recently updated and if you 
haven’t checked it for a while, you should go to 
http://caloosasar.com/ for information and copies of 
past newsletters. Turn to page 10 for information on 
upcoming membership meetings including 
programs that are scheduled and new RSVP 
contacts. 

The Caloosa Chapter membership meeting on April 
16th which included the Thomas Jefferson 

presentation and induction of new member Gary 
Stone is covered on pages 11 through 15. The May 
11th membership meeting at which Lee County 
Sheriff Mike Scott presented remarks and public 
service awards were presented is on pages 17 
through 20, followed by the inductions of new 
members Christopher and Nicholas LeConte and 
Bill Osborn on pages 21 & 22. 

The awards ceremony for JROTC Cadets is 
reported in pages 23 & 24. This is followed by the 
Florida Society Spring BOM on pages 25 through 
30. This event is introduced in the front-page story. 

The Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard and other 
members of the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR and the 
Lawrence Kearny Chapter DAR helped plan, 
organize, and conduct a major three-day program of 
events along with the Southwest Military Museum 
& Library and Invest in America’s Veterans 
Foundation over the Memorial Day weekend. This 
included a Military Ball (pages 31 to 36), a Civil 
War battle reenactment (pages 37 to 41) and 
Commemorative Ceremonies at Memorial Gardens 
and at the Museum (pages 41 to 44) followed by 
open-house at the museum.  Our first Speakers 
Bureau presentation was made to the LeHigh Acres 
Rotary Club, page 45. It is with great sadness that 
we note the passing of Compatriot Richard 
McCallum Geib. Obituary on page 46. 
 
Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. My email address is: 
rmcguire@slvx.com. It is well understood that our 
organization can only succeed when its members 
step forward and help with its leadership. We have 
further needs for people to lend support in various 
capacities. If you are willing to share your talents to 
help the Caloosa Chapter in any capacity, please 
contact any member of the ExCom.  

Bob McGuire

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Looking Ahead 
 

 
 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
Jun - Sep Summer Hiatus  Snowbirds go north 
June    

14 Flag Day   
July    

4 Independence Day  1776 
7-13 NSSAR 126th Congress Boston  

August    
September    

3 Treaty of Paris 1783   
5 Labor Day  1st Monday in September 

11 Patriot Day  2001 National Day of 
Remembrance 

16 Constitution Day  1787 
29 Fall Leadership Louisville KY  

October    
3 ExCom Military Museum  
7 Battle of Kings Mtn. SC  

10 Columbus Day   
12 Membership Meeting Pinchers Ben Franklin 

14-16 Fall BOM Orlando  
 Liberty Tree Dedication Cape Coral  

31 Halloween   
November    

3 Pride & Patriotism Awds. B.B. Mann Ctr.  
7 ExCom Military Museum  
8 Election Day   

11 Veterans Day   
12 Membership Meeting Pinchers  
18 FSMD Meeting Color Guard  
24 Thanksgiving   

December    
5 ExCom Military Museum  

14 Membership Meeting Pinchers Annual Mtg - Elections 
25 Christmas   
31 New Year’s Eve   
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The meeting of the Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR was called to order by 
President Radcliffe at 12:15 PM on April 4, 2016 at the SW Florida Military Museum & Library in Cape Coral 
with a quorum of members present. 

• Compatriot Radcliffe urged members to attend the memorial service for Compatriot Allen Brown, April 
9 at 1 PM, ST. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Ft. Myers 

• Compatriot Buff, Treasurer, reported a balance of $6,035.15 in the general operating fund. The $20 
collected for meals is sufficient to take care of occasional guests who attend at no charge. 

• Compatriot McGuire, Registrar, reported that the Brevard Chapter had a flag display to sell for $250. A 
motion was made and passed to purchase this display. Newly approved member Gary Stone is ready for 
induction. 

• Newsletter Editor and Webmaster McGuire noted that more articles on patriot ancestors are needed. 
Also, the website would soon be updated to announce a Speakers Bureau. 

• Compatriot Tabler attended the meeting as an observer to consider the position of Secretary which is 
vacant. 

• Compatriot Radcliffe noted many favorable comments on Compatriot Talbot’s presentation at the March 
meeting. 

• There was discussion of the organizing ceremonies of the newest DAR Chapter, the USS Hannah 
Chapter, at which the Caloosa Chapter presented a National Flag to them to celebrate their new chapter. 

• A report was made on the Liberty Tree project which included the status of two existing sites and the 
proposal to establish a new site at Four Freedoms Park in Cape Coral. A motion was made and passed to 
authorize $500 to purchase a marker for the site. 

• The Audit Committee report which found the finances of the Chapter to be in order was accepted. 
• Compatriot McGuire reviewed the planning for the Memorial Day weekend programs. It will include a 

military ball on Saturday evening, a Civil War battle reenactment on Sunday, and flag ceremonies on 
Memorial Day. 

• The upcoming membership meeting will be in the larger room downstairs at Pinchers to accommodate 
turnout for Thomas Jefferson’s presentation. 

• Meeting dates and menu selections have been firmed up with Pinchers. The current price of under $20 
will be maintained. 

• JROTC awards will be presented on May 5th at the Ft Myers Harborside Event Center. Compatriots 
Radcliffe, Matson, and McGuire will present a total of 14 awards and medals to outstanding cadets. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:35 PM. The next meeting of the ExCom is scheduled for May 2, 2016. 
 
 
 
The meeting of the Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR was called to order by 
President Radcliffe at 1:10 PM on May 2, 2016 at the SW Florida Military Museum & Library in Cape Coral 
with a quorum of members present. 

• The ability for the secretary’s report to be shared and commented upon by ExCom members was 
discussed. It is likely that Compatriot Tabler does not have appropriate software on his computer to be 
able to share files with others. Compatriot Tabler will also contact past-secretary John Jones to obtain a 
copy of the most recent membership list. Compatriot McGuire noted that it is current taking about 9 
weeks for new applications to be acted upon by NSSAR. 

• Compatriot Buff, Treasurer, noted a correction to the March report, leaving the balance to be $6,035.15. 
Compatriot Moody requested a reimbursement of $37.50 for blank awards certificates. Motion was 

ExCom Highlights 
 

4 April 2016 

2 May 2016 
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approved. The discussion continued with the issue of Chapter awards being allowed only within the 
geographical boundaries of its jurisdiction. There was also discussion of the need for “due diligence” in 
recommending new applicants for membership due to suitability. Compatriot Registrar McGuire noted 
that during the application process he generally gets to know applicants well enough to recognize 
possible red flags. A possible exception may be when an applicant is using a recent SAR or DAR record 
copy as proof, this expedited process may limited the Registrar’s personal knowledge of the applicant. 

• Compatriot Tabler noted his continuing difficulty in preparing minutes that may be circulated for review 
by ExCom members. Compatriot McGuire agreed to visit him and attempt to assist. 

• Compatriot Theiss, Historian, discussed the question of what materials should be archived. It was noted 
that the newsletter, which presents a historical record, is saved into files which may be downloaded from 
the Chapter website. 

• Color Guard commander Compatriot Moody reported on upcoming activities of the Light Horse Harry 
Lee Camp. In one, the color guard will participate in a special event at the Lawrence Kearny DAR May 
17th meeting in Cape Coral. They will post a new 15 star/stripe flag which is being presented to the 
Chapter by the Caloosa Chapter. Compatriot Dwight Elam will make a presentation at that time with a 
story of how this flag flew at Ft. McHenry during the British attack (War of 1812) and became the 
inspiration for the Star Spangled Banner. The color guard will also be presenting colors at the Florida 
Society of Mayflower Descendants annual meeting in November. 

• It was noted that the Spring Board of Management meeting would be held in Orlando May 13-15th. The 
FLSSAR Chapters in the Southwest region (including us) have been assigned responsibility for manning 
the registration desk. 

• Compatriot McGuire made an updated report on the plans for observance of Memorial Day Weekend. 
This project has been in the planning stage since January, with the Caloosa Chapter having a major role 
in the effort. Festivities on Saturday May 28th kick-off with a military ball and dinner at the museum. It 
will be a formal dress event, with period or contemporary dress uniforms or tuxedos for gents, ball 
gowns for ladies. On Sunday May 29th, there will be activities at Cultural Park in Cape Coral which 
include trooping the colors and a presentation of a wreath honor patriots who lost their lives in battle. 
There will be a reenactment of the 1865 Battle of Fort Myers, presentation of George Washington’s 
Farewell Address, and Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. On Memorial Day there will be flag ceremonies at 
the museum and memorial services. There will be an open house at the museum where the SAR and 
DAR will have an opportunity to meet the public, explain our programs, and support our educational and 
patriotic objects. 

• It was noted that the President General would be attending the BOM, and that his wife Mickey Jo 
Lawrence had a program intended to provide assistance with the needs of female veterans in particular. 
It was suggested that it would be appropriate for the Caloosa Chapter to support this effort and, 
accordingly, it was approved for the Treasurer to purchase two $25 gift cards to be used for this purpose. 

• Plans continue for a fall ceremony at Four Freedoms Park in Cape Coral to dedicate a Liberty Tree at the 
Park, overlooking Bimini Basin. $500 was authorized for the purchase of a suitable stone marker to 
honor the Sons of Liberty who used Liberty Trees as meeting places to plan their activities. 

• Compatriot Matson has arranged for the presentation of awards for First Responders at the May 11th 
meeting. Recipients will include Lee County Sheriff Mike Scott, fire safety commendations for Kevin 
Haines, Cape Coral Fire Department, and Ashley Albritton, Field Training Officer, Lee County 
Emergency Services. 

• The Caloosa Chapter will support the Lee County JROTC program with the award of 14 certificates to 
outstanding cadets. Lee County School District has one of the largest JROTC programs in the country 
with over 6,000 students (over 24% of all High School students) enrolled. 

• Compatriot Lewis Elliott was selected to fill the vacancy of Member-at-Large caused by the resignation 
of Compatriot Hunt. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 PM. The next meeting of the ExCom is scheduled for October 3, 2016. 
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

 

A few of us will be shortly heading to our northern homes for the 
summer break, including yours truly. I don’t know if I’m the only 
snowbird ever to serve as your President since the Caloosa Chapter was 
founded by Sidney S. King, Jr. in 1973, but I’m the only one in recent 
times.  Thank goodness for electronic communications.  

You might think that means activities will stop for the next few 
months, but you’d be wrong. Bob McGuire will be continuing his 
efforts to line up speakers, so that the 2016-17 season will be as good 
or better than 2015-2016. Also, several of us will attend the NSSAR 
Congress in Boston this July, after the FLSSAR BOM meeting this 
month in Orlando. Did you know that the Southwest Region (us!) is the 
official host of this BOM meeting? Lee Matson has our efforts under 
control. Bob McGuire, as our Registrar, has several applications in 
various stages of completion and review, so that we can expect a few 
new members later this year.  

Carl Sutphin and others continue their efforts to designate a Liberty Tree in Cape Coral, with a granite marker 
similar to that present in our two other sites, and similar to the original in Boston. We tentatively plan a Color 
Guard presentation in the fall. The two others were placed in 2009. 

And of course this past Thursday, May 5, Lee Matson, Bob McGuire and I were pleased to be your 
representatives honoring the Junior ROTC members in their annual awards ceremony at the Harborside 
Convention Center in Fort Myers. Did you know that there are currently 6,227 cadets enrolled in JROTC in Lee 
County High Schools, 24.4 percent of all students? Or that this was the 100th year of JROTC? We were one of 
about 50 patriotic organizations presenting awards and recognition to these outstanding students.  The 
convention center was packed.  

And of course, through the efforts of Lee Matson, Bob McGuire and to a lesser extent myself, we are 
participants and supporters of the Southwest Florida Military Museum and Library’s events over the Memorial 
Day weekend, upcoming. Please join us for this celebration.  

Lastly, I’d be remiss if I didn’t express appreciation for good work done especially by our Executive 
Committee, taking care of many details of running our organization without needing to extend the regular 
monthly meetings another hour or two.  Thank you all for your regular participation.  

 
 
 
Russ Radcliffe  



 

7 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2016-2017 

Left to right: 
Sergeant-at-Arms Tom Veal 
Past Chapter President/SW Region VP Lee Matson 
Chapter President Russ Radcliffe 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Commander Randy Moody 
Treasurer Mike Buff 
Chapter Vice-president/Registrar/Newsletter 
Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 

Managing to escape the group photo 
above, but not the diligence of newsletter 
photographer Compatriot McGuire: 
Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
 

 

Our newest Chapter Officer: Compatriot 
Lewis Elliott has been selected to serve 
as Member-at-Large. 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. Having raised over $12 million to date, another $10 million is needed to complete 
the opening of a gallery, library, education center and offices for 809 Main Street, Louisville, Kentucky. Within 
the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who have provided a NSSAR legacy 
bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 
comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 
with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. 
While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 
represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Russ Radcliffe  
 

Please info-copy EBuff0723@aol.com 

2016 Program Schedule 
 
October 12th – Chapter Meeting, Program: Ben Franklin (Compatriot Don Green) 
November 12th (Saturday) – Chapter Meeting, Program: Veterans Program 
December 14th – Chapter Meeting, Program: Daniel Boone (Compatriot Dwight Elam) 
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

April 16th MEETING 

 
After Light Horse Harry Lee Camp commander Compatriot Randy 
Moody got color guard member Compatriot Lewis Elliott squared 
away… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

…the colors were posted properly and the meeting was opened with the usual rituals. We held a memorial 
moment to remember the two compatriots – Allen Webster Brown, Jr. and Richard McCallum Geib – who 
had passed away since our previous meeting. 

Caloosa Chapter President Russ Radcliffe welcomed all in attendance to 
our meeting which was held in the larger, first-floor room at the Marina 
at Edison Ford which we had selected in anticipation of a larger than 
normal turnout. This was expected because of the inclusion of President 
Thomas Jefferson on our program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, after the colors were honored and posted, it was time to chat with compatriots and guests. 
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The choice of the larger room was a good one, as we 
had one of our larger groups in attendance. 

It has been observed that the Caloosa Chapter is one 
of the “best-dressed” in attendance at meetings. Surely 
we set a high standard. 

 

 

While the view on the first floor is not quite as 
spectacular as from our usual meeting room 
upstairs, still it was not too shabby. We also had 
higher ceilings to work with, a benefit when posting 
flags on 8 foot poles. 

 

As is often the case, we had the pleasure of the company 
of many lovely ladies. The support of the DAR, and the 
FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary contribute greatly to the 
success of our Caloosa Chapter program, and to our 
recruiting success. 

 

 

 

This was one of the Saturday meetings that we have 
started scheduling each season. This allows 
members and guests who might otherwise be 
unable to attend and participate because of work or 
school commitments to join with us. Seen here are 
junior member Daniel Wood and his mother Linda 
along with season residents Compatriot Doug 
Walsh and his wife Lois. 
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We were also pleased to welcome compatriots 
from another local SAR Chapter – Ren Cushing, 
1st VP and Hamp Allen, Secretary/Treasurer of 
the Charlotte Chapter and his WOSAR Debie 
Allen, Vice Regent of the Hickory Bluff DAR 
Chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Moody’s WOSAR, Lee, who is 
Regent of the newly organized USS Hannah 
Chapter chatted with Compatriot Jones 
WOSAR, Betty – a member of the new 
chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again, Pinchers presented an elegant and 
delicious meal to accompany our meeting. This 
month’s feature was Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, 
Green Beans, and Ice Cream Sunday. For those with 
special diet needs, the chef always accommodates 
those requests as well. 
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We were privileged to have President Thomas Jefferson, 
Founding Father and third President of the United States, to share 
his experiences and insights with us concerning the early years of 
our young Republic. Jefferson is portrayed by Compatriot John 
Stewart who is a member of the St. Petersburg Chapter. 

Sharp political conflict developed before the election of 1800, 
and two separate parties, the Federalists and the Democratic-
Republicans, began to form. Jefferson gradually assumed 
leadership of the Republicans, who sympathized with the 
revolutionary cause in France. Attacking Federalist policies, he 
opposed a strong centralized Government and championed the 
rights of states. 

 

 

 

 

Jefferson was the primary author of the 
Declaration of Independence. The Articles of 
Confederation which provided structure to the 
federal government were drafted and debated by 
Jefferson and others would serve as the basis of 
our Constitution until its ratification in 1789. 

 

As a reluctant candidate for President in 1796, 
Jefferson came within three votes of election. 
Through a flaw in the Constitution, he became 
Vice President, although an opponent of 
President Adams. In 1800 Republican electors 
attempted to name both President and Vice 
President from their own party. After a 
deadlock, the House of Representatives settled 
the tie, electing Jefferson. 

Compatriot Daniel Wood had the good fortune 
to obtain the autograph of President Jefferson 
after his program presentation. 

 

Program Presentation 
Thomas Jefferson – The Election of 1800 
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President Russ Radcliffe performed the 
Induction Ceremony for Compatriot Gary 
Stone who was accompanied by his 
WOSAR Claudia. Compatriot Stone joins 
the growing ranks of members living on 
Pine Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Stone’s patriot ancestor is John 
Heisey who served as a Private in the 
Pennsylvania Militia. Based upon the research 
and documentation completed for Compatriot 
Stone’s SAR application, his mother who lives 
in Pennsylvania has been approved for DAR 
membership. 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Stone is quite proud of relationships he 
has formed with certain manatees living in the 
vicinity of St. James City, and claims the title of 
Manatee Dragon Lord which the Caloosa Chapter 
recognized by issuing a certificate of merit. 

  

Inductions, Appointments, and Awards 
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The Caloosa Chapter was able to fill the vacant position of Chapter Secretary when Compatriot Ken Tabler 
stepped up and agreed to serve in that capacity. We recently assisted Ken in having a Supplemental 
approved for patriot Martin Riser who provided material support to the Continental Army in Virginia. After 
action by the ExCom approving his appointment, President Radcliffe installed Compatriot Tabler as 
Secretary. 

 
Past President Lee Matson gave current President Russ Radcliffe a “thumbs up” for a meeting well done. 
 
  

Incoming Chapter President Compatriot 
Dr. Russ Radcliffe, and his wife Mary, 
in a candid shot shortly before being 
installed as the new Chapter President. 
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May 11th MEETING 

 

Back in our regular HARBOR ROOM location at 
Pinchers, President Russ Radcliffe gaveled the May 
Caloosa Chapter meeting to order. 

May is traditionally the month that we recognize the 
contributions of the first-responders in our community. 
This year was no exception, with representatives of 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office; Lee County EMS; and 
Cape Coral Fire Department all being recognized. 

 

 

 

 

The spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee 
River is the backdrop for our monthly meetings 
at the Marina at Edison Ford – Pinchers, 
adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates in historic 
Fort Myers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Three of our newest members chat before 
lunch. Left to right, Bill Osborn – being 
inducted at this meeting; Gary Stone – 
inducted at April meeting; and Lewis Elliott – 
inducted less than a year ago but already 
serving as a Chapter Officer and an active 
member of the Light Horse Harry Lee color 
guard. Stone and Elliott are both residents of 
tiny St. James City on Pine Island – a 
community of interesting characters. 
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First responders receiving awards from the 
Caloosa Chapter and their families sat 
together and enjoyed each other’s company, 
a good lunch, and no alarms interrupting 
their meals. 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Myers, FaceBook 
Meister for the Caloosa Chapter, 
emphasized to Compatriot McGuire, 
newsletter editor, the importance of 
timely posting of photos from the 
event. Without a bit of disagreement, 
McGuire noted the intense activity 
by the Caloosa Chapter in the month 
of May, and promised to at least get 
pictures to him at the earliest 
possible moment. 

 

 

Anne McGuire, who is the photographer for 
most of these pictures in this newsletter 
(notice she is not IN many of the pictures) 
is a happy WOSAR, along with being 
Treasurer of the FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary, 
Treasurer of the Henry Samson Colony, 
Florida Society of Mayflower Descendants, 
and Regent of the Lawrence Kearny 
Chapter DAR. And this writer is just happy 
to be her HODAR. 
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May 11th MEETING PROGRAM 

Presentation by Lee County Sheriff Mike Scott 

and Public Service Awards 

 

Compatriot Lee Matson introduced Lee County 
Sheriff Mike Scott who provided an informative 
and timely presentation on the challenges of 
community policing. He also pointed out some 
differences between city police departments and 
the sheriff’s department. 

 

 

 

 

All law enforcement officers make arrests when crimes are 
committed. The thing that differentiates the Lee County 
Sheriff’s Department from city agencies is the responsibility 
for managing and operating a very large Corrections 
Department. This department is responsible for securely 
housing, feeding, and providing medical support for thousands 
of prisoners in Lee County. 

 

 

 

Sheriff Scott was both surprised and pleased 
to be awarded the NSSAR Law Enforcement 
Commendation Medal for “outstanding 
achievement and dedication to the 
maintenance of law and order.” The award 
was presented by Caloosa Chapter past 
president / Southwest Region FLSSAR Vice 
President Lee Matson as current Caloosa 
Chapter president Dr. Russ Radcliffe looked 
on.  
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Compatriot Matson also presented the Fire Safety 
Commendation to Battalion Chief Kevin Haines, Cape Coral 
Fire Department, as Deputy Chief Steve Olson offered some 
comments and his congratulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Training Officer Ashley Britton 
was awarded the Emergency Medical 
Services Commendation Medal. 
Flanked by her proud mom, and 
Deputy Chief Joseph McGuire of the 
Cape Coral EMS, Compatriots Matson 
and Radcliffe offered congratulations 
as well. 

 

 

 

Our own compatriot Edward “Mike” Buff 
was awarded the Law Enforcement 
Commendation Medal for his service, prior to 
retirement, as Deputy Chief of the City of 
Miami Police Department.  A relatively new 
member of the Chapter, Mike has stepped up 
to serve as Chapter Treasurer as well as being 
active in the Light Horse Harry Lee color 
guard. 
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May 11th NEW MEMBER INDUCTIONS 

 
The Caloosa Chapter inducted three new 
members at our May meeting. Michael 
LeConte and his son Nicholas took advantage 
of the family plan discount to join together and 
based upon the same patriot: Zachariah 
Padelford who served as a Private in a 
company of Minute Men. 
 
Bill Osborn joined SAR based upon the service 
of his ancestor, Samuel Smith, who had been a 
member of the Commander-in-Chief’s guard. 
 

 
 
 
 
Compatriot Russ Radcliffe conducted the Induction 
Ceremony which included an explanation of the symbolism 
of the SAR Membership Badge. Compatriot Michael LeConte 
is a Detective Sergeant on the Wauchula Police Department. 
His son Nicholas, a student, is now a junior member of the 
Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR. Junior members join while under 
the age of 18, and pay only $5 a year in dues. The Caloosa 
Chapter makes special efforts to involve junior members in its 
programs and generally schedules two meetings each season 
on Saturdays to make it easier for them to attend. Upon 
reaching age 18, they may convert to regular membership. 
 

 
The entire LeConte family joined in the 
induction of Christopher and Nicholas. Next to 
Compatriot Radcliffe is mother/grandmother 
Patricia LeConte whose DAR record copy 
served as the basis for the applications; then (to 
the rear) Christopher; at center – dad/granddad, 
Michael; to the right rear is wife/mother Tina 
Kay; front is Nicholas; and far right is 
daughter/sister Christina. 
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Bill Osborne joins us as another HODAR, as his wife 
Dinah is a member of the Lawrence Kearny DAR 
Chapter in Cape Coral. Unfortunately, Dinah had 
another commitment that prevented her attending Bill’s 
induction, so Lawrence Kearny Regent (etc. & etc.) 
Anne McGuire pinned the member-emblem on Bill’s 
jacket. 

Bill also adds to our ranks of Vietnam Veterans, having 
served there with the Army in 1970/71. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While still wearing her DAR Regent 
hat, Anne joined with Compatriot 
Radcliffe in recognizing Lawrence 
Kearny member / WOSAR to 
Compatriot Clif Nivison with a 
Certificate of Appreciation for 
referring two new Caloosa Chapter 
members: Compatriots Clif Nivison 
and Lewis Elliott. 
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The Caloosa Chapter participated again this year 
in the annual awards ceremony recognizing 
outstanding Army JROTC in the Lee County 
School District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hundreds of cadets, their families, school 
officials, and veterans’ organizations 
packed the Harborside Events Center in 
downtown Fort Myers to recognize these 
outstanding students in the JROTC 
program. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter was represented by 
Compatriots Radcliffe, Matson, and McGuire who 
joined with dozens of other patriotic and veteran 
organizations to present awards for achievement. 

 

 

 

JROTC AWARDS CEREMONY 
May 5, 2016 
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The Caloosa Chapter presented the 
SAR Award for High Merit in 
Leadership & Bearing to 14 cadets 
selected from schools in Lee County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are 6,227 cadets enrolled in JROTC in 
Lee County Schools. This represents 24.4% 
of all High School students. These cadets 
performed 44,415 hours of community 
service and earned $8,865,000 in 
scholarships. 

 

 

 

 

 

It was an honor for the Caloosa 
Chapter, FLSSAR to participate 
in this ceremony recognizing the 
future leaders of our community 
and our Nation. 
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Florida Society SAR Board of Management Meeting 

 

 

The spring 2016 BOM program included an 
Awards Banquet on Friday evening 
following a day of workshops and business 
sessions. This was to be our final BOM 
meeting held at the Florida Hotel in Orlando. 
Beginning with the fall meeting on October 
7th & 8th, the new venue will be the Embassy 
Suites, Lake Buena Vista South. 

 

 

 

Before the banquet begins, the Sons of 
Liberty Brigade forms up in the hallway 
under the leadership of commander 
Compatriot Charles Louis Day, Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When called for by the President, the 
color guard marches in and presents the 
colors. This is followed by the 
Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, The 
American’s Creed, and the SAR Pledge. 
At that point, the colors are posted and 
the color guard retires. FLSSAR 
President Lawrence G. Fehrenbaker, 
Sr., MD presented welcoming remarks.  
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Following dinner, Vice President General 
Edward P. Rigel, Sr., MD brought greetings 
from the South Atlantic District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And then on to the awards 
presentations – and there were many 
for the Caloosa Chapter and its 
members. Chapter president Russ 
Radcliffe accepted the award (and flag 
streamer) for second place in the 
Chapter Challenge Contest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriots Russ Radcliffe, John 
Jones, and Bob McGuire were all 
awarded the Silver Roger Sherman 
Medal. Since Compatriot Jones was 
not in attendance, Compatriot 
Radcliffe accepted the award in his 
behalf. 
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Caloosa Patriot Editor Bob McGuire 
accepted the second place award for the 
Richard Q. Fowler newsletter competition. 
The award included a $120 check for the 
chapter. We were up from third place in 2014 
– maybe next time we’ll be #1! 

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Lee Matson received the 
NSSAR Meritorious Service Medal in 
recognition of notable service on behalf of 
our American Principles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again, our Caloosa Chapter 
gift basket which featured Lee 
County products including 
Norman Love Chocolates and 
Wicked Dolphin Rum was a 
popular item in the raffle. And 
again, our members provided 
generous contributions to support 
the Ladies Auxiliary programs. 
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As noted on the first page of this 
newsletter, we were honored to have 
President General Thomas Lawrence 
and First Lady Mickey Jo with us at the 
meeting. In addition, we were also 
joined by the State Regent of the Florida 
Society, Daughters of the American 
Revolution – Virginia A. “Ginny” 
Poffenberger. 

 

 

 

 

Madam State Regent Poffenberger 
was awarded the Martha 
Washington Medal for outstanding 
service to the SAR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The highlight of the program on Saturday was the Installation Banquet where the newly elected Florida 
Society officers were sworn in by President General Lawrence. Yes, there are 3 Caloosa compatriots in this 
lineup – Elam, McGuire, and Matson. 
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President General Lawrence offered his 
congratulations and well-wishes to the new 
Florida Society President, Raymond Francis  
Wess. President Wess shared his vision for the 
Society during his administration, with 
particular reference to mentoring others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Wess was encouraged and 
cheered by our new First Lady, 
Naomi. Following past practice, 
Naomi will also take over as 
President of the FLSSAR Ladies 
Auxiliary. 

 

 

 

 

 

As one of the last official acts of the 
evening, Vice President General Edward 
Rigel swore in the newly-elected officers 
of the FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary. And 
yes, there are two Caloosa WOSAR’s in 
the group: Anne McGuire and Becky 
Elam. 
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Seen here are members of the Florida Society Sons of Liberty Brigade who participated in 
ceremonial activities during the Spring Board of Management and Annual Meeting. In the 
same manner that Florida Society compatriots join the National Society Sons of the 
American Revolution through the Florida Society Sons of the American Revolution, Florida 
Color Guardsmen become part of NSSAR Color Guard through the Florida Sons of Liberty 
Brigade Color Guard of the FLSSAR.  

Compatriots who come to meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental 
Soldiers (or Sailors), as Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-era clergymen make up the 
Color Guard, whether at the chapter, state society, or national level. These men seek to 
visibly promote the stated objects of the SAR which are declared to be Historical, Patriotic, 
and Educational. The Caloosa Chapter’s Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is the 15th (and 
currently last) color guard unit comprising the Florida Sons of Liberty Brigade. Members of 
chapters that do not have color guard units, or Compatriots from other parts of the country 
and other state societies who are visiting our area, are welcomed by the Light Horse Harry 
Lee Camp to participate in our activities.  
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A Nation Divided 

A Three Day Observance of Memorial Day Weekend 
The Caloosa Chapter, along with other local patriotic, civic, and historical organizations partnered with the 
Southwest Florida Military Museum & Library and Invest in America’s Veterans Foundation to produce and 
program which included three separate events. On Saturday, May 28th a Military Ball and Dinner was held 
at the Museum on Leonard Street in Cape Coral. On Sunday, May 29th there was a “field day” which 
included a reenactment of the Battle of Ft. Myers which originally took place February 20, 1865 and 
presentations by Presidents George Washington and Abraham Lincoln and others. On Monday, Memorial 
Day, there were flag ceremonies and memorial events held at the Museum. The theme of the weekend – A 
Nation Divided – reminds us of the challenges faced and overcome at the time of our War for Independence, 
the War Between the States, and even today as we prepare to elect another President, our 45th. 

The participants who planned and organized this event spent about five months to pull this “first annual” 
program together and make it a success. Special thanks are in order to Bubba’s Roadhouse & Saloon which 
catered the dinner at the Military Ball, and to Dave Thornton’s Blue Dirt Band which provided music at 
both the Ball and at the Battlefield – all at no cost! Finally, thanks to Museum Volunteer Carol Davis for 
sharing some of her photos with us. 

 

 

George and Martha Washington were the special 
guests of honor at the Military Ball. General 
Washington and his Lady joined the festivities at the 
Museum that included the traditional program of the 
Military Mess. This included traditional military 
toasts and a medley of the Service Songs. Following 
dinner catered by Bubba’s Roadhouse, the 
Washington’s (portrayed by Bill and Cara Elder) 
presented a “State of the Union” address. Then there 
was dancing with music provided by Dave Thornton’s 
Blue Dirt Band. 

 

 

Colors were posted and retired by the JROTC 
Cadets of Cape Coral’s Mariner High School. This 
was indeed a sharp and proficient Unit which 
performed flawlessly. 

  

MILITARY BALL and DINNER 
May 28, 2016 

Carol Davis Photo 

Carol Davis Photo 
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Gentlemen’s attire ranged from General-in-
Chief Washington and Continental Dragoon 
Light Horse Harry Lee Continental Army 
uniforms to a Confederate Major and a 
contemporary Air Force Major General. The 
ladies wore gorgeous gowns – some period and 
some modern. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ever a part of General 
Washington’s trusted staff, Light 
Horse Harry explained the 
evening’s program to the General 
and his Lady. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not all attending chose to wear military 
uniforms. IAVF/Museum Treasurer Nick 
Napolitano looked dashing indeed as noted by 
admiring glances from IAVF volunteers Dave 
Byron and Betsea Kinne.  
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A cocktail hour with hors d’ouevres set the scene for 
socializing among the guests attending the Ball. Alma 
Santillo (wife of IAVF Founder/CEO Ralph), Judy 
Petrulavage – Vice President of IAVF, and Her Honor 
Marny Sarwicki – Mayor of Cape Coral mingled before the 
start of the program. 

 

 

 

 

 

LTC Gary Peppers, US Air Force 
retired, served as President of the 
Mess and led the traditional military 
toasts. Also seen here are his wife 
Carol to his left and his brother MAJ 
(Chaplain) Jeff Peppers of the Florida 
National Guard. 

 

 

 

 

 

As the band played a medley of songs, 
members of each Service stood and clapped as 
their respective song was played.  
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A big part of the success of the 
evening was the generous 
contribution – gratis – of Dave 
Thornton’s Blue Dirt Dixieland Band. 
These musicians did a great job of 
entertaining all who participated in 
the Ball. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After many months of planning and 
organizing, Betsea Kinne had a chance 
to enjoy the evening with a dance with 
the trombone player. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, there was plenty of room on the dance 
floor…and the Museum makes a very nice 
venue for a program that is both historical 
and patriotic. 

 

  

Carol Davis Photo 
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After dinner, President Washington and First Lady Martha shared their observations and anecdotes of their 
lives during the dawning of our Nation. 

 

 

 

At one point, Light Horse Harry Lee 
found himself surrounded by Rebels. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our community and our veterans owe a 
debt of gratitude to IAVF/Museum 
Founder and CEO Ralph Santillo (on the 
left) and to the many volunteers who 
serve as guides and docents in the 
Museum, and who provide direct services 
to military veterans and their families. 
Thank you all.  
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The event was an opportunity to meet old 
friends and make new acquaintances. Our 
tabled was shared by Caloosa Chapter 
SAR members, Lawrence Kearny DAR 
members, George and Martha (Bill & 
Cara) and friends Milla Schmidt and 
Charles Roberts.  

 

 

 

 

The hat table symbolically 
represented the three periods 
noted in the program “A 
Nation Divided”. Two are 
from the Continental Army 
of 1775, one is from the 
contemporary US Army of 
the 21st Century, and one is 
from the CSA Army of the 
1860’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

And so happy after many months of preparation to have this 
event at its conclusion, we danced the night away. 

 

 

 

  

Carol Davis Photo 
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While the Military Ball on Saturday 
evening was a rather exclusive affair, it 
was hoped to bring the historic and 
educational message – and the theme of 
the weekend program “A Nation 
Divided” – to a much larger audience. 
The events on Sunday were held at 
Cultural Park is where it would be 
possible to connect with hundreds of 
people. 

 

 

The program included an 
opportunity for President and Mrs. 
Washington to meet face-to-face 
with visitors and discuss the details 
of living and soldiering during the 
time of the Revolution. It also 
featured a reenactment of the 
Battle of Fort Myers which took 
place just across the 
Caloosahatchee River near the end 
of the Civil War. 

 

 

 

Individuals portraying both Union and 
Confederate soldiers, along with those 
from the Revolutionary period were able to 
meet and share their interest in history and 
our heritage as Americans.  

The Heritage of America 
May 29, 2016 
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Since the program ran from late morning to 
mid-afternoon, there were vendors present 
offering food and drink for those who wished 
to purchase it. 

 

 

 

 

 

A massed color guard which included 
the Light Horse Harry Lee Camp along 
with Union and Confederate re-enactors 
and Elbert Zeigler from the staff of 
Congressman Curt Clawson posted the 
colors of American Independence, both 
Union and Confederate colors, our 50 
star National Flag. The Marine Corps 
flag was carried by Mr. Zeigler who had 
served as a marine. At the conclusion of 
the posting, a musket salute was fired. 

 

 

 

 

It had been our objective to make the program 
a “family affair” and we were not disappointed.  
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Caloosa Chapter President Russ 
Radcliffe presented a wreath in memory 
of all of those Americans who have died 
fighting for our Country. FLSSAR 
Chaplain and Caloosa Compatriot 
Dwight Elam accepted the wreath in 
response. 

 

 

 

 

 

George Washington had another opportunity to speak to 
the crowd as he included remarks from his Farewell 
Address which he had originally prepared at the time of 
his leaving the Presidency. Many of his remarks and 
concerns still ring true today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Elam, in the role of President Lincoln, 
delivered the Gettysburg Address. It was that battle and 
battlefield that first led to the observance of Decoration 
Day, now known as Memorial Day. 
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The Battle of Fort Myers was fought on 
February 20, 1865 and is known as the 
“southernmost land battle of the Civil War”. In 
early February, the Cattle Guard Battalion was 
ordered to attack Fort Myers. Three companies 
and one artillery piece were moved into 
position and the Confederates demanded 
Union troops to surrender. The fort was 
garrisoned by the 2nd Florida Cavalry, a 
recently detached company of the 110 New 
York Infantry, and a company of black soldiers 
from the 2nd United States Colored Infantry. 

 

The fort’s commander 
sent back a refusal and 
black Union soldiers 
began firing the 
artillery while white 
Union cavalrymen 
fired carbines.  

 

 

Throughout the day, 
both sides continued 
sporadic firing, which 
finally ceased at dark. 
One black Federal 
soldier was killed in the 
skirmishing. 

 

 

 

The next morning, the Cattle Guard 
Battalion returned to Fort Meade. Even 
though the attack had been repelled, Fort 
Myers was abandoned by its garrison in 
early March. 
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The reenactment continued with prodigious amounts of smoke and noise, to the delight of 
spectators. 

 

 

 

The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp has been supporting the 
ceremonies at Memorial Gardens in Fort Myers for many 
years. This year, color guard commander Rev. Dr. Randy 
Moody was joined be members Mike Buff and Dwight 
Elam. Also joining in the ceremonies for the first time this 
year was Lawrence Kearny DAR Chapter Regent Anne 
McGuire. 

 

 

 

 

The veterans’ honors section of the cemetery is 
decorated with flowers and flags for the 
Memorial Day program. 

 

 

Memorial Day Ceremonies 
May 30, 2016 
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At the same time that a contingent of the color 
guard was participating in the ceremonies at 
Memorial Gardens in Fort Myers, other 
members were participating in the Memorial 
Day program at the Military Museum & 
Library at Cape Coral. The day’s events there 
included flag ceremonies, memorial events, and 
an open house in the museum. The Caloosa 
Chapter was joined by members of the 
Lawrence Kearny DAR Chapter including 
Andrea Perisho and Betsea Kinne (seen below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At 9 AM the flag was hoisted to the top of the pole, then slowly 
lowered to half-staff. At noon the flag was hoisted to full height. At 
each time the bugle call “To the Colors” was played. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banners honoring museum founders Stanley 
Weinburg and Charles Muccio were also 
unveiled at noon.  
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SAR and DAR members joined with 
others in observing the flag 
ceremonies outside the museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The museum’s open house provided an 
excellent venue for “meet and greet” the 
public where we set up information 
tables at the Revolutionary War 
exhibition area in the museum. Caloosa 
members (right to left) Compatriots 
Radcliffe, Elliott, and McGuire were 
joined by Lawrence Kearny members 
(left to right) Kinne, Perisho, and 
McGuire. 

 

 

Not only were we able to talk 
with a number of interested 
prospective members, State 
Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto 
paid us a visit and we were able 
to enlist her aid in gaining access 
to the Lee County School System 
for the purpose of generating the 
interest of students in 
participating in SAR sponsored 
youth contests such as the 
Rumbaugh Oration and the 
George & Stella Knight Essay. 
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District Representative Elbert Zeigler 
read a proclamation from US 
Congressman Curt Clawson 
recognizing the contributions of Ralph 
Santillo as a Founder and driving force 
behind the Southwest Florida Military 
Museum & Library and the Invest in 
America’s Veterans Foundation. 

“Here it is Memorial Day every day.” 

 

 

 

 

 

In closing out the program for the 
day, Ralph Santillo unveiled a 
portrait of Captain Daniel Eggers 
which will become part of a 
permanent exhibit in the museum. 
US Army Captain Eggers, a native of 
Cape Coral, was killed in action in 
Afghanistan in 2004.  

Army Special Forces Colonel Nick 
Hubble explained the exceptional 
requirements of becoming a Green 
Beret as Eggers had been. A special 
documentary film on Captain Eggers 
was also shown.  
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Speakers Bureau 
 

 

A newly formed Speakers Bureau in the 
Caloosa Chapter provides a means for non-
profit civic and educational organizations to 
request presentations on various topics. While 
we have been performing this service 
informally for quite some time, we now have a 
page on our website which promotes the 
program.  

Check it out - 
http://caloosasar.com/index_files/Page1155.htm 

 

 

Compatriot McGuire was invited to speak at a 
luncheon meeting of the Rotary Club of 
LeHigh Acres recently. The topic: several 
lineage societies and the process for making 
application in the context of the Fuller family. 
Beginning with Mayflower passenger Dr. 
Samuel Fuller, McGuire highlighted the 
contributions of some of his Fuller ancestors 
during a period of 275 years including his 
Revolutionary War patriot and his G, G, 
Grandmother married to a Union Army 
Colonel during and after the Civil War. 

 

 

The Rotarians showed interest in the topic and there 
were a number of questions about researching one’s 
ancestors and documenting lineage. I was given a 
coffee cup embossed with the logo of the LeHigh 
Acres Rotary Club as a memento of my visit. This is an 
excellent way of connecting with the community and 
generating possible interest in the SAR. 

Rotary Club of LeHigh Acres 
June 16, 2016 

http://caloosasar.com/index_files/Page1155.htm�
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Richard McCallum Geib passed away Thursday, March 31, 2016 in 
Cape Coral, Florida. A resident for the past nine years, he was 
formerly of Grapevine Texas. He was born February 13, 1945 in 

Washington D.C. to Robert and Louise Geib, Jr., now deceased. Compatriot Geib was a graduate 
of Bridgewater College (Virginia) and was the former owner and CEO of Tripmaster 
Corporation in Arlington, TX before retiring to Cape Coral. He is survived by two brothers, 
Robert C. Geib of Denver, CO and John B. Geib (Rose) of Reston, VA; as well as four nieces 
and nephews, Courtney, Jillian, Philip, and Brian. 

A proud Vietnam Veteran, Compatriot Geib served in the US Army with the 3rd 
Battalion, 22nd Infantry and was awarded the Bronze Star, the Air Medal, and the 
Combat Infantry Badge for his service. He was a member of the 22nd Infantry 

Regiment Society. 

Richard was an avid boater and an officer with the Southwest 
Florida Yacht Club as well as past Flotilla Commander in the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary. He was a member of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church in Ft. Myers, FL. 

Compatriot Geib enjoyed studying genealogy and was a member of both the 
Henry Samson Colony Florida Society of Mayflower Descendants and the 

Caloosa Chapter, Florida Society, Sons of the American Revolution. He had documented his 
ancestry to Mayflower passengers John Alden and Priscilla Alden (John Alden was his 8th great 
grandfather) and to Revolutionary War Patriot Abisha Packard. Packard was living in Hardwick 
MA when he joined the Continental Army as a fifer in CAPT Benjamin Warren’s Company in 
1775 at the age of 14. 

Memorial Contributions in memory of Compatriot Geib are suggested to Invest in America’s 
Veteran’s Foundation, 4820 Leonard St., Cape Coral, FL 
33904, Attn: Ralph Santillo, Founder and President. 

 

 

In Memoriam 
Compatriot 

Richard McCallum Geib 
1945 to 2016 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 
of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of 
cavalry and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse 
Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known in the Continental Army’s history, 
and in 1780 Lee was given authorization to form a formal Legionary 

Corps. Many of the best soldiers 
from other units either volunteered 
or were specially invited to join its 
ranks. In 1780 Lee was promoted 
to Lieutenant Colonel and on 
January 1, 1781 the Legion was 
re-designated as the 2nd Partisan 
Corps, organized with 3 troops of 
horse and 3 troops of infantry. It 
was assigned to General Nathaniel 
Greene for service in the southern 

theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of 
the American Revolution. Color Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at 
parades and memorial events. The variety of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential 
members to come forward and ask questions about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee 
Camp is made up of members who come to meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental 
Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for 
participation in community events locally, as well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR 
Guardsman Magazine at http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf . 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf�
mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 
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