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Private Pierce Dant Hamblin 
By John Jones, edited by Robert McGuire 

Pierce Dant Hamblin 
was born on the eastern 
shore of Maryland, 
Worcester County.   He 
moved with his parents 
to Halifax County, 
Virginia and then on to 
Charlotte County, 
Virginia. At the 

beginning of the Revolutionary War the family 
lived about 18 miles south of the Charlotte Court 
House. On March 9, 1776, nearing his 20th 
birthday, Pierce Dant Hamblin enlisted in Captain 
John Brent's Company, under Colonel Robert 
Lawson, for two years in the 4th Virginia Regiment, 
Continental Line. When he enlisted, he revealed, 
that there was a laugh among the soldiers because 
he was one of two men with double names enlisting 
at the same time. This is a hint that, perhaps, the 
name "Dant" was a surname, possibly of a 
grandmother. 
 
By late November, 1776, the 4th Virginia under  
General Adam Stephen had united its forces with 
General George Washington's main body. This  
point of time in the Revolutionary War was, 
perhaps, the most critical time in those early days of 

the struggle for independence as the army 
bivouacked between Taylorsville and Yardley's 
Ferry, eastern Pennsylvania. On December 20, 
Washington read an article that had been published 
on the day before in Philadelphia by Thomas Paine 
entitled The American Crisis. The words stirred the 
heart of Washington. He was so inspired by the 
article he ordered it read to all his troops. 
 
These are the times that try men's souls: The 
summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this 
crisis, shrink from the service of his country: but he 
that stands it now deserves the love and thanks of 
man and woman. Tyranny, like Hell, is not easily 
conquered. Yet we have this consolation with us, 
that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the 
triumph. 

Washington continued to make plans for a 
Christmas Day surprise for the British. Then 
Christmas came. On that day, December 25, 1776, 
at 3:00 p.m., 
Private Hamblin 
stood ready to 
march in parade 
with the 4th 
Virginia past 
General 
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Washington toward the boats that awaited on the 
western banks of the Delaware River. With musket 
in hand, Hamblin was equipped with a blanket and a 
bayonet, forty rounds of ammunition and three day's 
rations. 

At approximately 8:00 a.m. the attack began. The 
4th Virginia was at the head of General Nathaniel 

Greene's 
column and 

they 
attacked 

the 
Hessians 

from the 
Northeast. 

In just over one hour the battle ended. Two patriots 
had been wounded. In all, 22 Hessians had been 
killed; 92 wounded; and 948 were captured. It was 
an amazing victory for the Americans! Our Patriot 
was on the cutting edge of American history!  

This Battle of Trenton, small in comparison to most 
of the major battles, was, no doubt, one of the most 
important battles in the history of the world. This 
battle brought new and needed hope to the 
American Revolution. If it had not occurred and if 
the patriots had not been victorious, it is believed 
that the whole struggle for independence would 
have crumbled. 

Private Hamblin related that the remainder of the 
winter, and the spring and early summer of 1777 

were uneventful. But in late summer, September 11, 
1777, the 4th Virginia took part in the Battle of 
Brandywine, not far from Philadelphia. 

Less than a month later they fought in the Battle of 
Germantown (October 4, 1777).  Following this 
battle, General Adam Stephen was court-martialed.  
During the battle he had been drunk and disorderly, 
and unable to follow the battle plan. It is believed 
that his failure resulted in the American defeat. 
Until that critical point in the battle, the advantage 
was in favor of the Americans. Afterwards, General 
Charles Scott took the leadership of the 4th 
Virginia.  

The winter of 1777 and 1778 was a bitter one for 
Private Hamblin and the others with him at Valley 
Forge. It was unbearably cold. Poor clothing and 
constant shortages of food and other needed 
supplies brought persistent complaints from the 
troops. Most had no coats or blankets. It is believed 
that political squabbling and maneuvering kept the 
much-needed supplies from the soldiers at Valley 
Forge. 

During that winter at Valley Forge, 3,000 men died 
of starvation, exposure and typhus. Desertion took  
its toll as well. But somehow Private Hamblin hung 
on and completed his term of enlistment. On March 

9, 1778, he completed his two-year enlistment and 
was discharged honorably. General Charles Scott 
signed his discharge papers. 
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From Your Newsletter Editor 

 
Compatriots, 
 
My thanks go to Compatriot John Jones for 
submitting the story of his Patriot ancestor, Pierce 
Dant Hamblin, who served for two years as a 
Private with the 4th Virginia Continentals. I also 
want to acknowledge Compatriot Jones for his 
continuing support of this newsletter, especially for 
his detailed review and proofreading of each issue 
before publication. He shares in the credit for our 
Fowler Newsletter Award. 
 
I am again asking that my Caloosa Chapter 
Compatriots take a little time to research and write 
a story of their own patriot ancestor’s contributions 
to the founding of the United States of America. 
Whether they led troops in battle or served as a 
fifer, were a member of the Continental Congress or 
served as a local government official, took an oath 
to support the revolution or simply provided 
material support, they were a part of the foundation 
of this country. Please keep your stories to 1½ to 2 
pages and include one or two graphics if possible. 

Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. My goal is to publish issues 
monthly between October and May each year. 
Generally, an issue will be published shortly after 
each monthly meeting so if you have an item that 
relates to a particular date or event, please get me 
the information in sufficient time for me to fit it in. 
My email address is: rmcguire@slvx.com. Email 
remains our primary method of distributing the 
newsletter, and each month I try to update and make  
corrections to my two mailing lists. If you know of 
a member who is not receiving the Caloosa Patriot 
please let me know. I also have a separate email list 
for “Friends of Caloosa”. If you know of anyone 
who would like to be included on this list, simply 
send me their email address. 
 

The Florida Patriot is the newsletter of the 
FLSSAR, and is available through a button on their 
website – www.flssar.org. It is generally published 
four times a year, although notice is not necessarily 
given when a new issue is out. Thank you. 

Bob McGuire

 
  

Caloosa Patriot Editor Bob McGuire proudly 
(but humbly) received his certificate and award 
check at the BOM Banquet for winning third 
place in the FLSSAR Richard Q. Fowler 
Newsletter Award competition. 

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
http://www.flssar.org/�
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Looking Ahead 
 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
May    

25 Memorial Day   
June    

14 Flag Day   
26 to July 1 NSSAR 125th Congress Louisville KY  

July    
4 Independence Day   

August    
22 SW Region FLSSAR 

Meeting 
Port Charlotte RSVP by August 15th to RVP Lee 

Matson 
September    

3 Treaty of Paris 1783   
7 Labor Day   

12 Heroes Day Parade Cape Coral SW Florida Military Museum 
14 Patriot Day   
26 Constitution Day 

Luncheon 
Colonial Country 
Club Ft. Myers 

NSDAR Local Chapters 

25-26 NSSAR Fall Leadership Louisville KY  
October    

5 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
7 Battle of King’s Mountain, 

SC 
 1780 

12 Columbus Day   
14 Chapter Meeting Helm Club Program TBD 

23-25 FLSSAR BOM Orlando FL  
November    

2 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
3 Election Day   
 Pride & Patriotism BB Mann Ctr. Fort Myers 

11 Veterans Day / Chapter 
Meeting (Annual) 

Helm Club Program TBD 

26 Thanksgiving   
December    

7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
9 Chapter Meeting Helm Club TBD 

25 Christmas   
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

Well we have had our last meeting for this past season and are now in recess ‘til 
October.   

The Florida Society held its Spring BOM and annual meeting May 1st and 2nd in 
Orlando.  Election and installation of officers was held.  From our chapter, John Jones 
was elected State Historian, was appointed Chairman of the Archives Committee, and 
member of the History Fairs Committee and Last Naval Battle Committee. Randy 
Moody was elected Member at Large of the Executive Committee as well as State 
Chaplain.  I was re-elected Vice President of the Southwest Region.  Committee 
assignments are currently being made.  Russ Radcliffe has been re-appointed State 
Rumbaugh Committee Chairman.  Robert McGuire has been appointed to Chairman of 
the Veterans Recognition Committee, and member of the Veterans Affairs Committee 
and the Technology Advisory Committee.  I was re-appointed to the NSSAR Library 

Committee and the Endowment Trust Fund Disbursements Committee.  Randy Moody was appointed Chairman of the 
Patriot Medal Committee, also to the Rumbaugh Committee. As you can see, your chapter is very active at the state level. 

At our last EXCOM meeting we formalized an earlier proposal to award Scholarships to the winners of our youth contests 
to encourage better participation.  We are considering the Rumbaugh, Knights Essay and Eagle Scout Essay Contests. 
Several of us have consulted with other chapters as to what they are doing.  They felt that cash or scholarships did 
increase participation in the contests that they sponsor.  The ExCom decided that prizes for the Rumbaugh contest be $400 
for first, $200 for second and $100 for third place. In the Knights Essay contest, $200 for first, $100 for second and $50 
for third place. Since with the Eagle contest there is only one winner, he would receive $200.  The reason that the 
Rumbaugh winners receive the larger amounts is because besides writing the essay, they must memorize it and then 
present it in oration. 

After much discussion, we decided that we would award scholarships.  At the time of the contest presentation, a certificate 
would be given to the winners stating the dollar amount of the contest.  The chapter secretary would keep a list of winners 
and upon the receipt of enrollment in an institution of higher learning, the chapter would forward the scholarship money 
to that institution. 

Along this line, I have appointed individuals to head up committees.  Compatriot Albert Myers is to Chair the Liberty 
Tree project.  I would like to have a dedication sometime this fall.  Russ Radcliffe is to Chair the Rumbaugh and Knights 
Essay contests.  I will assume the Eagle Scout program.  These assignments are subject to reassignment by the incoming 
President in January. 

I am in the process of setting up a Southwest Regional Meeting on Saturday August 22nd.  It will be held in Port Charlotte 
again this year.  I have received commitments from 5 state officers to also attend.  I would encourage as many of our 
chapter members to attend as well. Again, DAR members are also invited. I will need a head count with your RSVP by 
August 15th  

Lee Matson 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2014-2015 

Left to right: 
Chapter President/FLSSAR SW Region VP Lee Matson 
FLSSAR Sr. VP Lawrence Fehrenbaker 
Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
Registrar/Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 
Secretary/Treasurer/Trustee John Jones 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Cmdr Randy Moody 

Not Shown: 
Sgt-at-Arms Richard Geib 
Member-at-Large Allen Brown 
Genealogist/Recording Secretary/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 



 

7 
 

The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. As of January 1, 2015, a new campaign will create “The 1776 Society” to move 
forward with two primary purposes: the creation of the world class SAR museum, and the creation of the new 
NSSAR endowment fund. Within the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who 
have provided a NSSAR legacy bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR 
Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

Target Opening Date  

     - JULY 2015 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including a 2015 Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot.  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Nota Bene 
Ladies Auxiliary, FLSSAR 

The objectives of the Ladies Auxiliary are in common with the FLSSAR. In addition, they are to: 
• Provide SAR wives, widows, and female relations of SAR members with a method of supporting the 

SAR 
• Support patriotic activities of the SAR 
• Participate in projects for the SAR 
• Further cooperation between the SAR and other patriotic societies 
• Educate the public about the SAR 
• Aid the SAR at its annual Conferences and other meetings 
• Enhance the social environment of the SAR 

 
 

 

 

 

NSSAR Congress 

2015  The 125th Congress will be held at the Galt House, Louisville KY from Saturday June 27 through 
Wednesday July 1, 2015. Remember NSSAR Headquarters and Museum are located in Louisville. The host 
state, Kentucky, in conjunction with NSSAR will offer exclusive tours of local attractions and historic sites 
as well as enjoyable social gatherings for meals and conversation with members, their spouses, and friends. 

2016  The 126th NSSAR Annual Congress will be held in Boston, MA. 

Flag Day June 14th 2015 
§174. Time and occasions for display (a) It is the universal custom to display the flag only from sunrise 
to sunset on buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when a patriotic effect is desired, 

the flag may be displayed twenty-four hours a day if properly illuminated during the hours of darkness. 
http://www.usflag.org/uscode36.html#171 

One regular activity of the Ladies Auxiliary is to create gift 
baskets for each of the Chapters that are auctioned at BOM 
meetings. Money raised by sales of chances is primarily 
used to supplement the prize money awarded by FLSSAR 
to the state winners of the four youth contests. 

Elizabeth Moore and Anne McGuire were assisted by 
Elizabeth’s granddaughter, Briana Cloutier, in preparing 
the Caloosa Chapter basket for the Spring BOM. Pre-sales 
at the Chapter meeting, tickets sold to members at BOM, 
and proceeds of the basket auctioned at the May meeting 
raised a total of $150. 

http://www.usflag.org/uscode36.html#171�
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Highlights of the April ExCom Meeting 
 
The Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR met on May 4, 2015 at the Southwest 
Florida Military Museum and Library in Cape Coral. Inasmuch as the regular schedule for ExCom meetings 
is on the first Monday of each month, October through May, the next meeting likely will not be until 
October 5th. The following are highlights of the May meeting. 

• Compatriot President Matson reported on the recent FLSSAR BOM meeting and annual meeting. He was 
elected to a second term as Region Vice President and is actively visiting Chapters in the SW Region. He 
reported that Compatriot John Jones had been elected Historian of the FLSSAR. Compatriot Randy Moody 
was elected FLSSAR Chaplain and has resigned his position as Commander of the FLSSAR Color Guard. 

• Compatriot Matson was awarded the Silver Roger Sherman medal for service within the FLSSAR and the 
Caloosa Chapter. The Chapter was awarded First Place in the Americanism/Chapter Challenge Contest and 
was awarded a flag streamer. The Caloosa Patriot was awarded third place in the Richard Q. Fowler Chapter 
Newsletter Contest and Compatriot Editor Robert McGuire received a certificate and a $100 prize for the 
Chapter. 

• Compatriot Russ Radcliffe reported on youth programs at BOM and the Rumbaugh Oration Contest in 
particular. The ExCom voted that in the future, the Chapter will award a $400 first prize $200 second prize, 
and $100 third prize in the Rumbaugh Oration contest; and $200 for first prize, $100 second prize, and $50 
third prize in the Knight Essay Contest. 

• Compatriot McGuire reported that our Chapter raffle basket was offered at the BOM, and that three of our 
members won baskets at the drawing. President Matson won two baskets himself – one of which he will 
auction at out next Chapter meeting. 

• Compatriot Registrar McGuire reported that membership had grown to more than 70, with several more 
prospective member’s applications under review at NSSAR. Compatriot Editor McGuire mentioned that he is 
looking for more articles about our Patriot ancestors to publish and add to the website. Distribution of the 
newsletter is now about 130 each issue. Compatriot Myers reported that “likes” continue to grow for the 
Chapter Facebook page. However, there is no means of responding to the “likes” as there is no contact 
information provided. 

• Compatriot Moody provided a Color Guard report, and proposed a budget line-item of $200 to be available 
for necessary supplies. This was approved unanimously. It was also noted that the Chapter is offering $50 
towards the purchase of a partial uniform, and $100 towards a full uniform for members who will participate. 

• Compatriot Historian Hal Theiss is deciding what to retain and how to retain it, and is archiving items in 
electronic form as much as possible. 

• The requirement of providing Form 1099 for individuals who are awarded $600 or more was discussed. In the 
case of scholarships for youth contest winners, funds will be kept in escrow until the recipient is enrolled in 
an institution of learning. 

• New committee assignments were announced by President Matson: Compatriot Radcliffe heading the Knight 
Essay Contest, Compatriot Matson for the Eagle Scout Program, and Compatriot Myers for the Liberty Tree 
project. 
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Sons of the American Revolution Medals 
We continue with our series on medals that your Chapter has presented in the past. These medals and 
awards are presented to both members and non-members for achievements in various areas.  There are 
requirements established for awarding the various medals.  I thought that it would be interesting for you 
to understand the requirements for these medals. The requirements are taken from the National Society 
SAR website.   I’ve also included a picture of the medal.   
 
Lee Matson 

Bronze ROTC Medal 

Your chapter recently awarded 14 JROTC members medals at the annual JROTC Awards Ceremony.  We 
do this each year.  The following indicates the requirements for a cadet to receive this 
award. 
 
This award may be presented by the National Society, a state society or a chapter to 
students enrolled in JROTC programs. The medal endeavors to foster the principle of 
"citizen-soldier" exemplified by the Minutemen. 
 
Recipients are selected for a high degree of merit with respect to leadership qualities, 
military bearing and general excellence. The recipients are selected by the Commanding 
Officer of the ROTC unit, who should be given full latitude in making the selection, the 
following specific criteria must be met: 
1. The cadet must be currently enrolled in the JROTC Program; 
2. The cadet should be a third-year cadet in a four year program or a second-year cadet 

in a three year program; 
3. The cadet must be in the top 10% of his or her JROTC class; 
4. The cadet must be in the top 25% of his or her overall class; and 
5. The cadet may not have received the Bronze ROTC Medal previously from the Sons of the American 

Revolution. 
One medal will normally be awarded each year in JROTC units with fewer than 500 cadets or midshipmen. 
For larger units, one medal may be presented for each 500 students enrolled in the unit. Moreover, where a 
school has more than one JROTC unit, each unit is counted separately. It is desirable to have the medal on 
display with its ribbon bar in a trophy case at each school where it is presented. This will serve as an 
incentive to the students and publicize the SAR JROTC program as well. 
 
The medal is struck on a circular planchet and on the obverse is depicted a Minuteman holding a rifle, with 
a plow and the Liberty Bell in the background, and is inscribed, with the letters, "ROTC." The reverse is 
inscribed "Awarded for Leadership, Soldierly Bearing and Excellence to _______." It is suspended from a 
ribbon of the SAR colors. A ribbon bar in the SAR colors is included and a certificate is available. 
 
The Bronze JROTC Medal was authorized in 1965 and is presented only to students in secondary school 
JROTC units. No recipient may receive it more than once. No miniature medal is available. 
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Our Calendar of Events 
Helm Club at the Landings Yacht Golf and Tennis Club 

4420 Flagship Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
(off McGregor Blvd first light South of College Pkwy) 

Meetings are held Monthly on the 2nd Wednesday 
October through May 

The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 
Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Since we started meeting at the Helm Club in the Fall of 2013, the kitchen and wait staff have consistently presented 
delicious meals at our meetings in an attractive and comfortable setting. Meetings are also an opportunity to spend 

time with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American 
Revolution. While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States 

are represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot VP Russell Radcliffe at 
russradcliffe@gmail.com, call (239) 949-6620 or mail  

20455 Wildcat Run Drive, Estero FL 33928 
Please info-copy Compatriot John Jones – john.jones.2009@comcast.net 

2015 Program Schedule 
Summer Break – June through September 

 
Next Meeting – October 14, 2015 
  

mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
mailto:john.jones.2009@comcast.net�
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Robert N. White III died Monday, May 11, 2015 at his home in Cape Coral FL. Mr. White was born in 
Orlando FL on January 14, 1952 to parents Robert N. White Jr. and Francys Sadler White. He was raised 
on Merritt Island where he graduated from Merritt Island High School in 1970. He graduated from Troy 
University in Troy, Alabama where he majored in Music.  

He worked as an accomplished trumpet player and toured for several years as a professional musician in 
the 70’s with The Mark Wayne IV Revue. He taught music in public schools and was a well-respected 
High School band director in Alabama and Florida. He was also an accomplished arranger of music. 

He was a self-taught instrument repairman on wind and brass instruments and was described by his peers 
as a “true craftsman”. He was last employed at The Horn Section in Melbourne FL where he was 
considered “part of the family”. Prior to Melbourne, he had worked in his profession in Savannah GA 
and Ft. Pierce FL.  

He suffered for many years with COPD, an affliction which he readily attributed to his years of smoking 
cigarettes. It was this disease that forced him to stop working and which ultimately took his life. He was 
a life-long political conservative and happily shared his views with anyone that he found receptive. In 
addition to his love of music, he was an avid reader.  

Mr. White was a member of the National Association of Professional Band Instrument Repairers 
(NAPBIRT). He was a proud member of Henry Samson Colony, General Society of Mayflower 
Descendants as a descendant of Mayflower passenger Miles Standish; and of the Caloosa Chapter, Sons 
of the American Revolution as a descendant of numerous Patriots of the American Revolution. His 
White family lineage went back eight generations to Patriot Rev. Ebenezer White from Danbury CT. 

Mr. White is survived by his sister, Anne McGuire of Cape Coral, with whom he had resided since 
moving from Melbourne in 2010, and his sister Barbara White of Otto NC. He had two sons – Robert N. 
White IV and Randal H. White, and four grandchildren: Abigail, Robert Norman V, Cooper and Evelyn, 
all residents of Alabama. 

Burial will be in a family plot at the Pine Forest Cemetery in Mt. Dora FL. A graveside ceremony will 
held with friends and family on June 15, 2015 at 11:30 AM. Memorial donations in his name would be 
welcome at the Sons of the American Revolution Foundation, 809 W. Main St., Louisville, KY 40202-
2619. Information may be found at www.sarfoundation.org . 

The Mullins Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cape Coral, is handling arrangements. Friends are 

invited to send condolences via the on-line guest book which can be found at 

www.MullinsMemorial.com 

Compatriot Robert N. White III 

January 14, 1952 to May 11, 2015 

NSSAR 187950          FLSSAR 10394 

In Memoriam 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
http://www.mullinsmemorial.com/�
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
May 13th Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Call to Order and Opening 

President Matson convened the meeting with the usual opening 
ceremonies which included the Pledge of Allegiance, The 
American’s Creed and the SAR Pledge. Members attending the 
meetings are well advised to check the printed programs which 
are distributed to the tables, as one may find that their name is 
listed as leading one of these recitations. 

Compatriot Ken Tabler and Betty Jones (Caloosa Chapter 
Ladies Auxiliary member, NSDAR Barefoot Beach Chapter 
member, and wife of Secretary/Treasurer John Jones) chat 
before lunch while in the background Chaplain General 
Randy Moody, Compatriot Mike Buff (back to camera), and 
applicant Wes Higgins socialize with NSDAR Barefoot 
Chapter member Georgette Lundquist and her husband Joe 
Lundquist (hidden from view behind Buff) prior to lunch. 

Compatriot Hal Thiess gave a fascinating 
presentation about his experiences in the U.S. Space 
Program which started with service as a naval officer 
on a Destroyer practicing recovering space capsules 
from the ocean and continued through a thirty-year 
career at NASA, culminating as Chief Engineer at 
NASA Headquarters, Space Operations in 1995. 
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Since President Lee Matson had won two baskets at the 
BOM drawing, he decided to donate one back to the 
Chapter to be auctioned at the meeting. Compatriot Wes 
Morris (who is a professional square dance caller) did a 
great job as auctioneer and got the bidding up to $47, which 
winner bidder Compatriot Mike Buff “rounded up” to $50 – 
funds which have been added to the proceeds which the 
FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary uses to support awards presented 
to winners of youth contests. 

Each year, the Caloosa Chapter participates along 
with other veterans and patriotic organizations in an 
award ceremony to recognize outstanding cadets in 
the Lee County JROTC Program. This year, 
Compatriots Lee Matson, Russ Radcliffe, and Bob 
McGuire participated in the ceremony and awarded 
14 Bronze JROTC medals during the May 7th 
ceremony at the Lee County Civic Center. 

The medal endeavors to foster the principle 
of “citizen-soldier” exemplified by the 
Minutemen, and recipients are selected by 
their commanding officer based upon their 
leadership qualities, military bearing, and 
general excellence. 

The Caloosa Chapter was one of 45 
community organizations making 
presentations of awards and scholarships 
to Lee County JROTC cadets. 

JROTC Awards 
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Members of the Caloosa Chapter attending 
the Lee County Fallen Officer Memorial 
Ceremony on May 13, 2015 were Lee 
County Commissioner Frank Mann, 
Chaplain General Randy Moody, 
Secretary/Treasurer John Jones, and 
Registrar Robert McGuire. 

The somber ceremony included the presentation 
of National Colors, several songs played by the 
Guns and Hoses (bagpipe) Band, Laying of 
Wreaths, a three volley salute by the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Firing Party, and a helicopter 
flyover.  

An “End of Watch” Roll Call of Heroes 
named 15 police officers and 2 canines who 
had died in the line of duty while employed 
at the Lee County Sheriff’s Office, the Ft. 
Myers Police Department, and the Florida 
Highway Patrol.  

Honoring Courage, Saluting Sacrifice 
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Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp 
There are plenty of opportunities to put on a uniform and support the Chapter in community events. I hope 
that members will consider joining the color guard, and I will be happy to assist if I can. I am sure that other 
current members of the Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp will answer questions and provide advice as well. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Color Guard or have questions about it, contact the Caloosa Chapter’s 
Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

A call to arms! No, the British aren’t coming, but we still need to march to the alarm. The public 
appearances of the Color Guard are an excellent recruiting opportunity while educating the public. In 
addition, the Color Guard adds pageantry to Chapter and Society meetings while respecting the sacrifices of 
our patriot ancestors. A basic militia uniform consists of the following: 

• A hat – either tricorn or round 
• A hunting shirt 
• A white or checkered shirt 
• Long britches or fall-front trousers 
• Shoes (not necessarily buckle, since long pants will cover the buckle area 

All of these items are readily available from various vendors – approximate costs: hunting shirt@$55; white 
shirt@$45; trousers@$85. Total without hat or shoes, less than $200. Hats are a wide range of prices from 
about $75 to more than $200. To encourage more members to purchase uniforms and join the Color Guard, 
the Chapter is offering $50 towards the purchase of a partial uniform, or $100 towards a full uniform. The 
Chapter has a “loaner” tricorn hat to help get you started. Don’t put it off, act NOW! 

mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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The Board of Management exercises management and control over the Florida Society, and meets three times a 
year commencing with the Annual Meeting which is also the Spring Meeting. All members of the FLSSAR are 
welcome to attend the BOM meetings, as are their ladies. During the Annual Meeting, the election of officers is 
conducted along with acting on other business as is properly before the Board. 
 
The reports of the FLSSAR Officers and Committees are published in the “Proceedings” which is available on 
the FLSSAR website. After the general business before the BOM was concluded, the election of officers for the 
2015-2016 term was conducted, at which time the slate of candidates proposed by the nominating committee 
was approved. The Spring 2015 BOM meeting, May 1st and 2nd 2015, included banquets on Friday and Saturday 
evenings, and a Youth Luncheon on Saturday featuring awards presentations for winners of several contests. 

 

 

 
 

  

FLSSAR BOM 2015 Spring Meeting 
 

Outgoing FLSSAR President Steve Williams 
was joyful to pass the gavel of the President 
to incoming President Larry Fehrenbaker. 

Compatriots John Jones and Randy Moody 
participated as part of the Florida Sons of 
Liberty Brigade in posting the Colors at the 
BOM Banquet. 

Jeanne Fehrenbaker (new First Lady of the 
Florida Society and President of the FLSSAR 
Ladies Auxiliary) placed the neck ribbon 
badge of the FLSSAR President on her 
husband, as President General Lindsey Brock 
and outgoing State President Steve Williams 
looked on. 
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Our newest Compatriot, Stephen J. 
Kowalchuck, had his member badge as a 
Junior Member of NSSAR pinned on by his 
mom while his dad and PG Brock Lindsey, 
who had just conducted the NSSAR 
Induction ceremony, looked on. 

Winner of the Eagle Scout competition, 
Jeremiah Lovestrand, read his essay about 
how logistics, and particularly the 
provisioning of fresh meat to soldiers in the 
field, helped win to the war for the American 
Patriots. 

The Caloosa Chapter won first place in the 
FLSSAR Americanism Contest. Here you 
see President Matson holding a “ghost” 
streamer for our Chapter flag, because the 
vendor had not completed the order in time. 

A popular part of the BOM Banquet is the 
drawing that is held for gift baskets offered by the 
Chapter Ladies Auxiliary members. 

 A total of 16 baskets were raffled, with Caloosa 
Chapter members winning four – two won by 
Compatriot Matson! 
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 
Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recessional 
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 
nation of free men. 

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,  

What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming?  

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thru the perilous fight,  

O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?  

And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof thro' the night that our flag was still there. 

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave  

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

On the shore dimly seen thro' the mists of the deep,  

Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes,  

What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep, 

As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 

 Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam,  

In full glory reflected, now shines on the stream:  

'Tis the star-spangled banner!  Oh, long may it wave  

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore  

That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion, 

 A home and a country should leave us no more! 

Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps' pollution.  

No refuge could save the hireling and slave 

 From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave: 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

O, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand 

Between their loved homes and the war's desolation! 

Blest with victory and peace, may the heav'n-rescued land  

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.  

Then conquer we must, when our cause is just,  

And this be our motto: "In God is our trust" 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
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