
1 
 

 

Volume XIII Issue III                                             May 2014 

Patriotic Observances 
 
May is the month of two important patriotic observances: 
Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day. In June we 
celebrate Flag Day, and of course in July – Independence 
Day. Too often Armed Forces Day and Flag Day are 
totally ignored while Memorial Day and Independence 
Day are little more than long weekends marked by sales 
and picnics. Since the Caloosa Chapter takes a hiatus each 
year between May and October, and another Caloosa 
Patriot is unlikely to be published before July, I wanted to 

take this opportunity to reflect upon what each of the observances is all about. 
 
Arriving first on the calendar – the third Saturday of May – Armed Forces Day is a day to pay tribute to men 
and women who serve in the United States armed forces. The first Armed Forces Day was celebrated May 20, 
1950 and was themed “Teamed for Defense” which expressed the unification of all military forces under one 
government department: the Department of Defense. Events across the United States take place each year to 
honor Americans in uniform who serve their country in times of war and peace. 
 
Next to arrive is Memorial Day which since the Uniform Monday Holiday Act of 1968 has been celebrated on 
the last Monday in May. Formerly known as Decoration Day, it originated after the Civil War to commemorate 
the Union and Confederate soldiers who died in the Civil War. By the end of the 20th century, Memorial Day 
had been extended to honor all Americans who died while in military service. Traditionally, Memorial Day was 
celebrated on May 30th.  On Memorial Day, the flag of the United States is raised briskly to the top of the staff 
and then solemnly lowered to the half-staff position, where it remains only until noon. It is then raised to full 
staff for the remainder of the day. 

 
Flag Day is celebrated on June 14th. It commemorates the adoption of the flag of 
the United States, which happened on that day in 1777. The United States Army 
also celebrates the Army Birthday on this date: Congress adopted “the American 
continental army” on June 14, 1775. In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued 
a proclamation that officially established June 14 as Flag Day; in August 1949 
National Flag Day was established by an Act of Congress. The week of June 14 
is designated as “National Flag Week”. During this week, the president will 
issue a proclamation urging U.S. citizens to fly the American flag for the 
duration of the week. 
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Independence Day, commonly known as the Fourth of July, commemorates the 
adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, declaring 
independence from the Kingdom of Great Britain. Independence Day is a national 
holiday marked by patriotic displays. Parades are often in the morning followed 
by fireworks displays in the evening. A salute of one gun for each state in the 
United States, called a “salute to the union”, is fired on Independence Day at noon 
by any capable military base. 
 
This is a particularly appropriate time to 
welcome Staff Sergeant Andrew Taylor 
Thorpe, United States Air Force, into 
membership in the Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR. 

He was registered by NSSAR as of April 28, 2014 with a National Number 
190906. His mom, Jeanne Basso, is a member of the Estero Chapter 
NSDAR. His Patriot ancestor was PVT Nehemiah Adams who served in 
Captain David Batcheller’s Company, Colonel Nathan Tyler’s Regiment in 
Massachusetts. 
 
SSgt Thorpe is presently assigned as the Non-Commissioned Officer in 
Charge of the Pacific Command Branch of the US Transportation Command 
(USTRANSCOM) at Scott AFB, Illinois. USTRANSCOM is a unified, 
functional combatant command which provides support to the eight other 
U.S. combatant commands, the military services, defense agencies and other 
government organizations. He is also assigned to the USTRANSCOM Color 
Guard. His previous assignments have included the Air Force Special 
Operations Command (2006-2012); US Strategic Command (2003-2006); 
and Basic Training/Technical School (2001-2003). 
 
SSgt Thorpe has had deployments to Iraq (2009); twice to Afghanistan (Bagram 2008 and Kandahar 2010); and 
Africa (2011). His numerous awards and decorations include the Air Force Commendation Medal (3 awards); 
the Joint Service Achievement Medal, and the Air Force Achievement Medal (2 awards). He also wears the first 
NATO medal awarded. His deployments have earned him the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Iraq Campaign 
Medal, and the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal. 
 
Currently (I suppose in his spare time) he is working on completing his BS degree in Criminal Justice with a 
minor in Homeland Security through Penn State University and expects to complete the program by next 
Summer. 
 

 The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their 
sacrifice, established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the 

principles of liberty and our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves 
to defend them against every foe. 
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From the President 
 

Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

This has been a busy month for me and the executive committee.  Several of us attended 
the BOM and annual meeting in Orlando earlier this month.  There was a workshop for 
chapter secretaries and another good one on genealogy.  In addition, the South Atlantic 
district held their annual meeting there as well.   

In addition to the workshops, the annual election of state officers took place.  Steve 
Williams, the acting Vice President and State Secretary, was elected President for 2014-
2015.  Larry Fehrenbaker was elected Vice President.  Larry is from the Naples Chapter 

and is the past president of that chapter.  Two new Regional Vice Presidents were elected. Ray Wess from the 
Miami Chapter was elected Regional Vice President for the Southeast district.  I was elected Regional Vice 
President for the Southwest district replacing Vic McMurry who was elected to the executive committee as 
member at large.  The remaining Regional Vice Presidents were also re-elected. I was also elected to the 
nominating committee for state officers for 2015-2016. 

The new President wasted no time in making committee appointments.  For the first time since I’ve been a 
member of this chapter, several of us were given multiple committee assignments. Our VPG Randy Moody has 
held several positions with the state society. 

Our chapter also participated in the JROTC awards presentations on the 8th of May.   

Our chapter May meeting saw the induction of two new members, Wes Morris, Jr. and Richard Geib.  We 
welcome them to the chapter.   

The executive committee will have a planning meeting later this summer for the upcoming season.  I have 
appointed an ad hoc committee to review the chapter by-laws.  This is currently taking place and as soon as they 
are finished it will be voted on by the executive committee and then published in a chapter newsletter for all 
members to review.  It then will be voted on by the members present at the annual meeting in December. 

To those members who will be traveling this summer, have a pleasant and safe journey. I will be looking 
forward to seeing you in October. 

Lee Matson, President 

From Your Newsletter Editor 
Compatriots, 
 
Please give me ongoing comments on how to make additional improvements to your newsletter and submit your 
items of interest for inclusion in the future issues. My email address is: rmcguire@slvx.com. 
 
Bob McGuire

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current 
activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your web 
browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to 
click on the link).  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152396845983338.1073741832.78806383337&type=1 . 
The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter programs 
and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the day of an 
event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and information. Send it 
to aemyers.net/contact.  

New Web Page 

 

 
 

Compatriot Robert McGuire has recently developed a new web page for the Chapter and it is now available to 
be seen through a link on the Florida Society web page. (http://flssar.org/Host/Caloosa/Index.htm).  We will 
soon be hosting our own homepage on the Web and will let you know when you can go to it directly without 
going through the Florida Society webpage.  You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of 
the American Revolution webpage: www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the 
SAR Merchandise Store. 

          Caloosa Chapter Officers 

  

Left to right:  
Regional VP Vic McMurry 
Chapter President Lee Matson 
VPG/Color Guard Cmdr Randy Moody 
Registrar Bob McGuire 
Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
Sgt-at-Arms Wes Morris 
Trustee Roy Wasson 
Secretary/Treasurer John Jones 
Genealogist/Recording Secretary Albert Myers 
(Not shown) Historian Hal Theiss 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152396845983338.1073741832.78806383337&type=1�
http://flssar.org/Host/Caloosa/Index.htm�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Highlights of April EXCOM Meeting 
Technically known as the “Executive Committee” or “EC”, but commonly referred to as the ExCom, this 
committee is established in accordance with the Chapter Bylaws. It handles the logistics of the organization and 
allows membership meetings to be held without extensive administrative matters to be dealt with. It provides 
for the planning, organizing, and coordinating activities that are essential to the effective conduct of programs 
and the accomplishment of the goals of the Chapter. Membership of the ExCom consists of the elected officers 
plus the immediate past-president. Any member of the Chapter is welcome to attend meetings of the ExCom 
and may address its members. Meetings are generally held on the first Monday of the month.  

The 5 May 2014 meeting of the Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter, Florida Society 
of the Sons of the American Revolution, was held in the Perkins Restaurant, Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers, 
Florida. 

 
• Compatriot Matson noted that the IRS Form 900 will be filed by Compatriot Moody.  The Gold 

Distinguished Service Medal was discussed along with the Silver Good Citizenship Medal. It was 
agreed that the Chapter will proceed to present these medals to two distinguished Caloosa Chapter 
Compatriots. Awards Committee Chairman Moody led a discussion about reporting medals to NSSAR 
and FLSSAR.  

• The FLSSAR BOM May meeting business was reviewed. Our Chapter received the Americanism 
Award which will be presented at May 14 meeting - this replaces the Chapter Challenge Award.  The 
Dick Fowler Newsletter Award has also been received for presentation to the Chapter at our meeting on 
May 14.  Florida is second only to Virginia in State Society membership numbers.  The autumn BOM 
meeting will be Oct. 3-4 in Orlando.   

• President Matson received a letter from Bryan Mulcahy thanking the Chapter for the two books 
presented in memory of deceased Compatriots. 

• The Treasurer’s Report was distributed via email.  Compatriot Jones passed out a statement of income 
and expense for April.  A Trustees meeting occurred April 9. 

• Compatriot Moody stated that the Silver Color Guard medal has been received by him. He offered web 
links to providers of uniforms. We need Compatriots in uniform to marshal our unit.  Militia uniforms 
would be desirable. 

• Compatriot Matson stated all is ready for May’s meeting – he will provide a program about his Patriot 
ancestor, Edward Wiggins. Two new members will be inducted.  DAR Estero Chapter member Joy 
Morris will receive a medal for three successful referrals. 

• Compatriot Historian Theiss reported progress in assembling and digitalizing the archives.  Matson 
spoke with the FLSSAR historian about the process. 

• Compatriot Jones provided a first draft of Bylaws and Standing Rules revisions.  The major change is 
the removal of affiliate and associate memberships.  A provision for electronic meetings is new, and is 
in accord with national and state provisions. Compatriot Matson requested that the ExCom include a 
Member-at-Large who would assist officers and committees as requested. 

• A mid-summer EXCOM meeting for planning was proposed by Compatriot Matson.  Compatriot 
Moody suggested that the President offer three dates and see who can attend on the dates.  Compatriot 
Matson suggested thinking about a mid-summer informal meeting to include Junior Members and 
others. 

• Compatriot Jones reported that Compatriot Roy Wasson has issues with possible conflicts of interest in 
signing the trust fund documents.  Compatriot Russell Radcliffe volunteered to serve in the place of 
Compatriot Wasson and it was enthusiastically and unanimously agreed to accept his gracious offer. 
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Our Calendar of Events 
Helm Club at the Landings Yacht Golf and Tennis Club 

4420 Flagship Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
(off McGregor Blvd first light South of College Pkwy) 

 

Follow this link to get a map to the Landings 
http://mapq.st/1bYbmwa 

Meetings are held Monthly on the 2nd Wednesday 
October through May 

The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 
Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Since we started meeting at the Helm Club in the Fall of 2013, the kitchen and wait staff have consistently presented 
delicious meals at our meetings in an attractive and comfortable setting. Meetings are also an opportunity to spend time 

with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. While 
a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country 
who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot VP Russell Radcliffe at 
russradcliffe@gmail.com, call (239) 949-6620 or mail  

20455 Wildcat Run Drive, Estero FL 33928 

 

Next meeting will be October 8th 2014 

 

http://mapq.st/1bYbmwa�
mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
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New Members Inducted & Approved 

          

Wesley Minton Morris Jr. and Richard 
McCallum Geib proudly display their 
certificates attesting to their membership in 
the National Society Sons of the American 
Revolution and the Florida Society. 
Compatriot Morris is the 8th generation 
descendant of PVT James Herbert of New 
Jersey and Compatriot Geib is the 6th 
generation descendant of PVT Abisha 
Packard. 

 

President Lee Matson conducts the induction 
ceremony for Compatriots Morris and Geib. 
In this ceremony, President Matson asks the 
new members to reaffirm their ancestor’s 
faith in the principles of liberty and our 
Constitution. He then explains the history 
and symbolism behind the SAR Badge. The 
Badge is placed upon the lapel of the 
member’s coat, and they are welcomed into 
the Chapter. 

 

Other new members whose applications have been approved by the National and State Societies, 
but are not yet inducted, include: 

• SSgt Andrew Taylor Thorpe, USAF – Patriot PVT Nehemiah Adams of Massachusetts 
 

At NSSAR awaiting final approval are: 

• Joseph T. Lundquist IV – Patriot PVT Anthony Snyder of Pennsylvania  
• Joseph T. Lundquist V (Junior Member) – Patriot PVT Anthony Snyder of Pennsylvania 

Both Compatriots Morris and Geib were awarded 
the NSSAR War Service Medal for their military 
service during their induction. 
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Among the many streamers presented for 
our Chapter flag is the streamer from the 
SC Society for our excellence in the SE 
Region of the NSSAR 

Past Caloosa Patriot Editor John Jones 
receives the Dick Fowler Newsletter 
Award from the Florida Society SAR, 
presented by President Lee Matson. 

Estero Chapter, NSDAR member Joy Morris is 
presented the National Society SAR Medal of 
Appreciation for her referral of new members 
to the Caloosa Chapter. Presenting are 
President Lee Matson and Vice President 
General Randy Moody. 

Compatriot Matson presented the results of his 
research into the Revolutionary War service of 
his ancestor: Edward Wiggins who served as a 
Private under CAPT Baxter’s 8th Company, 
LTC Marshall’s 4th Battalion, Pennsylvania 
militia. His research yielded much interesting 
material, but more remains to be done. 
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Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp 
 

The Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp of the Florida Sons of 
Liberty Brigade Color Guard wants and needs you to be the 
face of the Caloosa Chapter to the public.  The NSSAR Color 
Guard Manual states “the Color Guard is one of the most 
visible and effective public relations tools available to the 
SAR.” 

Due to the recent relocation of a few chapter members, the 
number of uniformed Guardsmen has decreased, making it 
difficult for the Camp to make public appearances.  In the 
past, our Camp has marched in the Edison Festival of Lights 
Parade, the Lehigh Spring Festival Parade and the Cape Coral Veterans Day Parade.  We have also presented 
the Colors for the dedication of the East County Water Control District building and other public events 
including the rededication of the Iwo Jima Statue in Cape Coral, historic marker dedication of a historic 
cemetery and Memorial Day events.  Please consider acquiring a uniform and joining the Color Guard. 

The Militia uniform is often less expensive and simpler to acquire than the Continental Army uniform that 
Commander Moody wears.  It can be worn soon with great effect, then piecemealed over time by adding 
accessories.  Many wives (aka, WOSAR’s) make uniforms for compatriots using patterns available or by just 
creating their own!  The following is from the NSSAR Color Guard Manual outlining the basics:  

With respect to the Militia uniform, the basic uniform consists of the following:  
• A hat – either tricorn or round;  
• A hunting shirt;  
• A white or checkered shirt;  
• Long britches or fall-front trousers;  
• Shoes (not necessarily buckle since the long pants leg will cover the buckle area).  

If you are interested in joining the Color Guard or have questions about it, contact the Florida Sons of Liberty 
Brigade Commander who is also Caloosa Chapter’s Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at 
sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

Below are links to some known suppliers of clothing and accessories for the Revolutionary War period; you can 
search the internet for other retailers—this is not an endorsement of any supplier; the Caloosa Chapter, 
FLSSAR, and the NSSAR do not endorse companies. 

https://www.jas-townsend.com/ 

http://www.jarnaginco.com/revwarframe.html 

https://www.smoke-fire.com/ 

http://www.gggodwin.com/default.asp 

http://www.smilingfoxforgellc.com/ 

mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
https://www.jas-townsend.com/�
http://www.jarnaginco.com/revwarframe.html�
https://www.smoke-fire.com/�
http://www.gggodwin.com/default.asp�
http://www.smilingfoxforgellc.com/�
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There are a mind-numbing range of choices available to 
individuals who are considering acquiring a “uniform” for 
participation in Color Guard and other SAR activities. In 
addition to the parades and other local public events that the 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp participates in, there are banquets 
and other events at the State and National SAR levels where 
wearing of the uniform by compatriots is encouraged. There are 
also “re-enactor” organizations that welcome members who are 
prepared to outfit themselves to a high standard of authenticity. 

The cost of acquiring uniform items will vary greatly based 
upon the degree of authenticity that is desired, the quality of the 
materials and workmanship, and the quantity of accoutrements 

and accessories that are acquired. For those who can sew (or who have a very good relationship with such a 
person) the savings can be significant. Patterns for individual items of clothing can be purchased quite 
inexpensively and, of course, can be re-used multiple times. Artificial materials should be avoided. Linen and 
wool are good while cotton should be avoided for authenticity sake as it was imported from England. Cotton-
linen blends are acceptable. 

As can be seen in the picture above, there is no single “correct” color or style of uniform for militia members. 
Particularly in the early period, it was a “come as you are” war in which most militia soldiers wore civilian 
clothing in common use at the time. Headgear were both cocked (shaped/formed) or un-cocked in a wide 
variety of styles. Most shoes of the time period were low quarter, rough or smooth side out black leather shoes 
with either buckles or ties (laces). The shoe industry was thriving on the eve of the American Revolution and 
shoes could be bought “off the rack” or custom made by local shoemakers. 

The continental army soldiers and many militia officers had more consistent appearing uniforms. Efforts were 
made for the style and color of uniforms to be standardized at the regimental, or at least the company, level to 
facilitate identification. However, even this was not always 
possible. 

In addition to the vendors listed by Color Guard Commander 
Randy Moody on the page opposite, I would offer a couple 
additional links for vendors of headgear in particular. As he said, 
this is not an endorsement of any supplier.  

http://cockedhats.com 

http://clearwaterhats.com 

Anyone considering acquiring a uniform for participation in the 
Color Guard or otherwise is encouraged to contact Compatriot 
Moody or a member of the ExCom, as we may be able to assist 
in your research. 

http://cockedhats.com/�
http://clearwaterhats.com/�
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The Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR 
participated along with numerous 
veterans’ organizations in 
honoring about 400 Lee County 
School District JROTC Cadets. 
The ceremony which held on the 
evening of May 8th at the 
Harborside Event Center filled the 
hall with families and friends of 
the Cadets receiving awards. There 
were more than 45 organizations presenting certificates, medals, scholarships, 
and monetary awards. It was said that the Lee County School District has the 
5th largest JROTC 
program in the United 

States in terms of numbers of students participating. 

President Lee Matson and Compatriot Alan Brown 
presented awards to 14 Cadets for “High Leadership & 
Bearing”. At the end of the ceremony, Cadets were ordered 
to “about face” and thank their parents and family. 

 

 

The FLSSAR held their BOM & annual meeting on May 2nd to 4th in Orlando. Representing the Caloosa 
Chapter were VPG Randy Moody, President Lee Matson, and Vice President Russ Radcliffe. Elections were 
conducted with the results including Steve Williams being selected as FLSSAR President and Lee Matson being 
selected as Vice President for the southwest region. FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary member Anne McGuire 
provided a gift basket (brought to the meeting by Lee Matson) on behalf of the Chapter for a fund-raising raffle 
at the banquet. Following his election as President, Compatriot Steve Williams wasted little time appointing 
members to the various state-level committees. Caloosa Chapter members appointed for the 2014-2015 term 
are: 

Events and Happenings 
 

FLSSAR BOM & Annual Meeting 
 

Rev Dr Randy Moody 
• DAR Liaison Committee 
• NSSAR Constitution & Bylaw Review Committee 
• Patriot Medal Committee 
• ROTC Committee 
• Rumbaugh Oration Contest Committee 
• Endowment Trust Fund Committee 
• Operating Trust Fund Committee 

Lee Matson 
• Veterans Affairs Committee 
• NSSAR Library Committee 

John Jones 
• Veterans Recognition Committee 
• Newsletter & Periodical Committee 

Russ Radcliffe 
• Rumbaugh Oration Contest Committee 
• Publicity Committee 
• Medals & Awards Committee 

Bob McGuire 
• Technology Advisory Committee 
• Patriotic Activities Committee 
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