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                Douglas Harold Parker III – Newsletter Editor 

 

Liberty Tree 
 

In 1765 the British government imposed a Stamp Act on the 

American colonies. It required all legal documents, permits, 

commercial contracts, newspapers, pamphlets, and playing 

cards in the American colonies to carry a tax stamp. Because 

the Act applied to papers, newspapers, advertisements, and 

other publications and legal documents, it was viewed by the 

colonists as a means of censorship, or a "knowledge tax," on 

the rights of the colonists to write and read freely. 

 

On 14 August 1765, a crowd gathered in Boston under a 

large elm tree at the corner of Essex Street and Washington 

Street, originally called Orange Street, to protest the hated 

Stamp Act. Patriots who later called themselves the Sons of 

Liberty had hung in effigy Andrew Oliver, the colonist chosen by King George III to impose the Stamp Act, in 

the branches of the tree. Up in the tree with the effigy hung a British cavalry jackboot. Grinning from inside the 

boot was a devil-like doll holding a scroll marked “Stamp Act.” It 

was the first public show of defiance against the Crown and spawned 

the resistance that led to the American Revolutionary War ten years 

later. On 10 September 1765, a sign saying, "Tree of Liberty," was 

nailed to the trunk of the tree. 

 

In the years leading up to the war, the British made the Liberty Tree 

an object of ridicule. British soldiers tarred and feathered a man 

named Thomas Ditson, and forced him to march in front of the tree. 

During the siege of Boston, a party of Loyalists led by Job Williams 

defiantly cut the tree down in an act of spite, knowing what it 

represented to the colonists, and used the tree for firewood. This act 

only further enraged the colonists. As resistance to the British grew, 

flags bearing a representation of the Liberty Tree were flown to 

symbolize the unwavering spirit of liberty. These flags were later a 

common sight during the battles of the American Revolution.  

 

The Sons of the American Revolution is a historical, educational, and 

patriotic society. It consists of members who have traced their 

lineage to a point of having an ancestor who supported the cause for 
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American Independence during the years 1774 to 1783. The SAR has a Liberty Tree Program which is named 

after an Elm tree in the city of Boston. Liberty Trees have been dedicated in all 50 states to pay tribute to our 

patriot ancestors. 

 

The dedication ceremony for this tree will be held beginning at 11:00 a.m. on March 30, 2019 at the SW Florida 

Council campus on Boy Scout Drive in Fort Myers. This event provides an opportunity to bring history to life 

and to honor the memory of the patriots who used the Liberty Tree as a rallying point in the support for 

individual liberty and resistance to tyranny. Citizens of all ages are encouraged to join with us in this ceremony 

which will include with the color guard in Continental and Militia uniforms which will be carrying historic and 

modern flags and firing a musket salute during the program. 

 

Pictures from the 2016 Liberty Tree dedication at Four Freedoms Park, Cape Coral 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Frank Mann presenting 

proclamation with Lee Matson looking on 

(they will both participate again) 

Spectators attending 2016 Liberty Tree 

dedication with Randy Moody on the far right 

Liberty Tree monument at Four Freedoms 

Park – essentially the same as the new one 
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From the President 

Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

We have, indeed, had a busy time in February with meetings to celebrate both 

Lincoln’s Birthday on the 12
th

 and Washington’s Birthday on the 22
nd

. I 

appreciate the interest and support from members who attended these events, 

including the dual meeting with the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

on the 12
th

. Just a brief note on that other organization – it did receive its 

charter approval from the National Organization and starting on February 22
nd

 

it became a legal entity in the eyes of the Government. 

We completed another two-plus mile march in the Edison Festival of Light Grand Parade on February 16
th

. We 

were be joined by color guardsmen from the Saramana Chapter along with several members of their Ladies 

Auxiliary dressed in period attire. We survived an invasion of Pixie Partisans before the start of the parade, and 

we all managed to dodge road apples left by the Sheriff’s Mounted Color Guard to make it to the end. Friends 

and compatriots who joined the hundreds of thousands of spectators who lined the route are appreciated. Our 

Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard also posted colors on March 19
th

 for the Lawrence Kearny (Cape Coral) 

DAR Chapter meeting which was attended by State Regent Dawn Lemongello. The DAR and the State Regent 

have been very supportive of FLSSAR, and the Caloosa Chapter in particular, and we presented the SAR Medal 

of Appreciation to her. 

The NSSAR Spring Leadership conference has just concluded in Louisville, and those FLSSAR members who 

attended gained a renewed appreciation for our Florida climate. Participation in State and National programs 

and meetings is personally rewarding, and benefits our Chapter and Society. State & National events coming up 

between now and summer will include the Last Naval Battle Celebration in Merritt Island on March 9
th

, the 

FLSSAR Board of Management meeting in Kissimmee on May 10
th

 and 11
th

, and the 129
th

 NSSAR Congress in 

Costa Mesa, CA July 6
th

 to 10
th

. At the local level, we will be conducting a “National Event” when we dedicate 

another Liberty Tree in Fort Myers on March 30
th

 at Boy Scout Headquarters. If you are a member of our color 

guard, there are many chances to wear your Continental or Militia uniform and show the flag of the Sons of the 

American Revolution. If you are interested, contact any of our General Light Horse Lee Camp 15 compatriots 

and we’ll help you get started. We need you and you will have a good time. 

One highlight in May will be our participation in Honor Flight Mission #19 with a total of three Caloosa 

Guardians and two Veterans participating. One of our veterans will take part in the new Honor at Home 

program. These outstanding programs provide opportunities to honor the service of veterans, with priority being 

given to WW II and Korean War Vets, but with Vietnam Vets also being accepted for missions for visits to the 

monuments in Washington. Each Caloosa Compatriot has an opportunity to recruit veterans to participate, as 

well as to serve as Guardian escorts for those veterans. There are also needs for volunteers to help out in many 

aspects of the planning and execution of these missions. 

Yours in Patriotism, 

Robert W. McGuire, Jr.,Caloosa Chapter President 
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Caloosa Chapter Executive Committee Minutes, FLSSAR 

Pinchers, The Marina at Edison Ford, Fort Myers, FL 

February 5, 2019 

Attendance: President and Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire, 2nd Vice President and Treasurer Ray 

Dezendorf, Genealogist Chris Jenner, Registrar Ronald Peck, Past President and Medals and Awards 

Committee Chairman Lee Matson, Member-at-Large Joseph Lundquist, Chancellor Harry Hendry, Webmaster 

William Branthoover, and Secretary James Stone.  

The meeting was called to order at 11:23 am by President McGuire. 

The opening prayer was offered by Lee Matson. 

President McGuire shared announcements about upcoming Color Guard events at the Edison Parade on 

February 16, the Lawrence Kearny DAR meeting on February 19, the Last Naval Battle of the American 

Revolution on March 9, and the Liberty Tree Dedication on March 30. 

The Minutes of the January 3, 2019, Excom meeting were approved without objection. 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Ray Dezendorf. 

A motion was approved authorizing the Treasurer to pay normal expenses through the end of our new fiscal 

year on June 30 was approved without objection. 

A motion to prohibit joint business meetings with other organizations was approved without objection. 

The meeting was adjourned without objection at 1:05 PM. 

The Benediction was offered by Harry Hendry. 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 2019 

2019 Caloosa Chapter Officers 

Front to Back:  

Sergeant-at-Arms Lewis Elliott          Chaplain Rev. Dwight Elam 

Member-at-Large Joe Lunquist            Vice President Mike Buff 

President LTC Robert McGuire          Genealogist Christopher Jenner 

Registrar Dr. Ronald Peck                      Secretary James Stone 

Trust Fund Committee MAJ Earl Kennedy                    Chancellor Hank Hendry 

                  Historian Dr. Wesley Higgins 

 

Not Pictured: 

Assistant Registrar Douglas Walsh          2
nd

 V.P/Treasurer Ray Dezendorf 
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 

current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 

web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 

able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 

programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 

day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 

information. Send it to caloosasar@aemyers.net  

 

Web Page 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot William Branthoover has taken over as the Caloosa Chapter Webmaster and there is already an 

updated website available at www.caloosaSAR.org or www.caloosaSAR.com. It is also available through a 

link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  

You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 

www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 

important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out. Send Bob 

your ideas for additions and improvements at rmcguire@slvx.com 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 

information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 

to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
mailto:caloosasar@aemyers.net
http://www.caloosasar.org/
http://www.caloosasar.com/
http://www.flssar.org/
http://www.sar.org/
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Our Calendar of Events 

The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1
st
 Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2
nd

 

Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $25.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 

comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 

with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendants of patriots of the American Revolution. 

While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States attend in the 

course of a year. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 

country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Jim Stone -   jim5176@hotmail.com  

 

Please info-copy: Mike Buff - ebuff0723@aol.com 

2018 – 2019 Program Schedule 

March 13 – Veterans Court diversion program: Judge Andrew Swett 

April 13 – TBD 

May 8 – First Responders Awards 

 

 

mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com
mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com
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Chapter happenings 

The month of February kept our Chapter very active. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp marched over 

two miles in the Edison Festival of Light Parade. We were positioned immediately behind the pace car 

and LCSO mounted color guard. Our color guard presented colors and an award at the Lawrence 

Kearny DAR meeting. We were also in attendance at the FLSSAR Board of Management meeting. 

Caloosa Color Guard with the ‘Pixies’ Color Guard marching during the Edison Festival of Light 

Color Guard presenting colors State Regent Lemongello and Compatriot McGuire 

FLSSAR BOM FLSSAR BOM 
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February 22 Chapter Meeting 
 

Our February meeting was a Chapter Banquet celebrating and honoring George Washington’s Birthday. It 

featured a social time, dinner, and a program. This was a black tie optional event, with many choosing to wear 

their period attire and service members/veterans wearing their evening dress uniforms. For the third time this 

season, we were again honored by the attendance of State President COL Pat Niemann. The program, “George 

Washington – Growing up, Mount Vernon, and Agriculture,” was presented by Anne McGuire. Anne is Regent 

of the Lawrence Kearny DAR Chapter and President of the Chapter’s Ladies Auxiliary.  

During the gathering time During the gathering time 

During the gathering time During the gathering time 

During the gathering time 

During the gathering time 
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During the gathering time 
During the gathering time 

During the gathering time 
President McGuire calls the meeting to order 

Anne McGuire speaking about Washington’s 

agricultural pursuits 
Anne McGuire presents the Chapter a certificate of 

appreciation from the Ladies Auxiliary 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak of 

the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of cavalry and 

infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his 

horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known in the Continental 

Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was given authorization to form a formal 

Legionary Corps. Many of the best 

soldiers from other units either 

volunteered or were specially invited 

to join its ranks. In 1780 Lee was 

promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and 

on January 1, 1781 the Legion was 

redesignated as the 2
nd

 Partisan 

Corps, organized with 3 troops of 

horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was 

assigned to General Nathaniel Greene 

for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the 

American Revolution. Color Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and 

memorial events. The variety of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come 

forward and ask questions about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of 

members who come to meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or 

attired as Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in community events 

locally, as well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light 

Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com. 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com
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The S.A.R. Pledge 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court , and a 

nation of free men. 

Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown 

By John Trumbull - http://www.aoc.gov/cc/photo-gallery/ptgs_rotunda.cfm, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1379717 


