
1 

 

Vol. XII Issue V Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution Newsletter March 2018           

  Douglas Harold Parker III- Newsletter Editor              

From the President  
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

We sadly lost another compatriot when Wesley Morris died on February 8
th

. A 

memorial service was held at the Salvation Army church in Ft. Myers which 

was well attended by Caloosa Chapter compatriots, including our Color 

Guard, and many of his friends and family.  

 

We had another busy month of activities in the Caloosa Chapter. On March 

17
th

, the Light Horse Harry Lee Camp marched in the 80
th

 Edison Festival of 

Lights Grand Parade in Ft. Myers. Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire, Executive Officer Mike Buff, 

Private Jim Stone, and Chaplain Randy Moody marched at the head of the parade, just behind the Lee County 

Sheriff’s Color Guard and ahead of First Responders and 160 other marching units. Let’s try to organize a 

larger Caloosa presence next year for this two-mile march! 

 

Our Gala on February 22
nd

 was a HUGE success. There were 85 members, guests, and supporters who attended, 

dressed in their finest (black tie and period) attire, and we raised over $3,800.00 to support our Honor Flight 

project. I offer a special thanks to everyone who participated and who contributed to this event. 

 

Looking forward just a bit, the Light Horse Harry Lee color guard will participate in the celebration of the Last 

Naval Battle at Merritt Island on March 10
th

. If you have thought about joining the color guard, contact one of 

us for advice on acquiring a uniform which is about the only requirement. On March 17
th

 the Florida Society 

will staff an information table at the DAR Annual Meeting in Orlando – an activity we have been supporting for 

many years. This is an opportunity to continue to build our positive relationship with the DAR which is 

undoubtedly our best source of new members. 

Our March meeting is coming up shortly, on March 14
th

, and will feature a presentation by Compatriot Hank 

Hendry: The “Fort” in Fort Myers along with the induction of another new member and a delicious Meatloaf 

lunch. Don’t delay in making your reservations. 
 

Robert W. McGuire, Jr.,    
Caloosa Chapter President 

PATRIOT
CALOOSA 
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In Memoriam 

 

Wesley Minton Morris, Sr. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wesley Minton Morris, Sr., 81, of St. James City, passed away Thursday, February 8, 2018. He was born 

February 28, 1936 in Elizabeth, NJ to Eugene Minton Morris and Alice Engisch. He graduated from Jefferson 

High School in 1954. He attended Rutgers University and in 1956, married Joyce H. Brons. They were married 

for 61 years. 

 

Mr. Morris was in the New Jersey Air National Guard for 36 years and was a national square dance caller for 50 

years. He is survived by his wife Joyce H. Morris; his children: Wesley Minton Morris, Jr. (Jill) of Princeton, 

NJ and June Morris Badalis (Joseph) or Yorktown, VA and his grandchildren: Joy Marie, Christina and 

Christopher. 

 

Mr. Morris will be laid to rest in Sarasota National Cemetery where military honors will be rendered by the 

United States Air Force. Memorial services will be held privately at the convenience of the family.  
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Looking Ahead 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 

March    

1-4 Spring Leadership Louisville, KY  

5 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 

10 Last Naval Battle Merritt Island, FL National CG Event 

14 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford  

April    

2 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 

7 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville, FL National CG Event 

14 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Saturday Meeting 

May    

7 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 

9 Chapter Meeting  Marina @ Edison Ford  

18-20 Spring BOM Kissimmee, FL Annual  Meeting 

26-28 Memorial Day Observances Ft. Myers and Cape Coral  
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Caloosa Chapter Executive Committee Minutes, FLSSAR 

Pinchers, The Marina at Edison Ford, Fort Myers, FL 

March 5, 2018 

The meeting was called to order by President McGuire at 11:40 am. 

The Invocation was offered by Albert Myers. 

President McGuire announced that the Gala was held on February 22, at Pinchers. 85 members and guests 

were in attendance and approximately $3800.00 was raised to support the Honor Flight Program in Lee 

County. 

A motion was approved without objection to express the Caloosa Chapter's gratitude to the Ladies Auxiliary 

and DAR participants for their valued assistance in making the gala successful. 

A motion was approved without objection to approve the minutes of the February 5, 2018, meeting of the 

Executive Committee. 

A motion was approved without objection to present the Military Service Medal to new member 

Compatriot William Branthoover. 

President McGuire appointed Vice-President Mike Buff to conduct a survey of membership to determine best 

time to meet and program ideas and suggestions for the 2018-19 program year. It was suggested that the 

survey also inquire as to transportation needs of members to attend meetings. 

Vice-President Buff reported that the 2018 budget is still being prepared and that the 2018 Treasurer's records 

will be forwarded to Compatriot Leon Goldsmith for review by the Audit Committee. 

A motion was approved without objection to authorize Chapter monetary awards, and inclusion in the 

Standing Rules, for the youth awards competitions of the SAR as follows: First/Second/Third, Americanism 

Elementary School Poster Contest-$100/$75/$50; Middle School Brochure Contest-$100/$75/$50; 

Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest-$400/$250/$100; King Eagle Scout Award-$250/$100/$50; Knight 

Essay Contest-$200/$100/$50; and the JROTC Essay Contest Winner-$200. 

A motion was approved without objection to reimburse the Ladies Auxiliary $293.81 for expenses related to 

the Gala fundraising effort. 

The meeting was adjourned without objection at 1:25 pm. 

Closing prayer was offered by Albert Myers. 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 2018 

2018 Caloosa Chapter Officers 

Left to right:  

Genealogist Dr. Albert Myers         Treasurer Dwight Elam 

Vice President Edward “Mike” Buff        Historian Dr. Wesley Higgins 

Secretary James Stone         Chaplain Rev. Dr. Randy Moody 

2
nd

 Vice President Ray Dezendorf        Registrar Dr. Ronald Peck 

President LTC Robert McGuire        Member at Large Dr. Kenneth Tabler 

Sergeant at Arms Lewis Elliott        Assistant Registrar Douglas Walsh 

https://www.sar.org/
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 

current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 

web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 

able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 

programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 

day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 

information. Send it to caloosa@aemyers.net  

 

Web Page 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter that is now available directly 

from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a link on the 

Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  You may 

also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: www.sar.org 

which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 

important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out. Send Bob 

your ideas for additions and improvements at rmcguire@slvx.com 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 

information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 

to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
mailto:caloosa@aemyers.net
http://www.caloosasar.org/
http://www.caloosasar.com/
http://www.flssar.org/
http://www.sar.org/
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Our Calendar of Events 

The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1
st
 Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2
nd

 

Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 

comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 

with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendants of patriots of the American Revolution. 

While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 

represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 

country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Jim Stone -   jim5176@hotmail.com  

 

Please info-copy: Mike Buff - ebuff0723@aol.com 

2017 – 2018 Program Schedule 

March 14 – The “Fort” in Fort Myers – Compatriot Hank Hendry 

April 14 (Saturday) – Scouts – Compatriot Dwight Elam 

May 9 – First Responder Awards 

 

mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com
mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com
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Chapter Happenings  

 

 

On February 22, The Caloosa SAR Chapter hosted a gala in celebration of its 45
th

 anniversary 

and Washington’s Birthday. In addition to the celebration of the 45 year history, funds were 

raised to support the Caloosa Chapter project of hosting an honor flight Honoree and Guardian. 

Over $3,800 was raised for this purpose. A big thank you to all who supported this project.  

 

The event was held in the Ballroom at the Marina 

at Edison Ford – Pinchers. It started promptly at 

6:00 pm, guests were able to chat and overlook the 

silent auction items and also purchase raffle tickets 

for different basket gifts. 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Caloosa Chapter Gala  
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Caloosa Chapter President Bob McGuire and First Lady Anne were joined by FLSSAR Senior 

Vice President Pat Niemann along with State President Bob Folk and First Lady Ellie in the 

celebration. 

 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary Fundraiser generated nearly $2,800 in 

donations! The amount of support given by the Ladies 

Auxiliary for the fundraiser, soliciting gifts from 

corporations and individuals, cannot be overstated.    
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At 7:00 pm President McGuire called the meeting to order. The Light Horse Harry Lee color 

guard posted the Colors. 

 

The ceremony of the Missing Man 

Table was presented by Vice 

President Mike Buff in 

remembrance of the POW’s and 

MIA’s. 

 

 

There was then a moment of 

silence to remember our recently 

departed Compatriots Radcliffe 

and Morris, and the 17 victims of 

the gunman in Parkland, Florida. 
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Lee & Collier County Honor Flight Program 

  

Honor Flight Representative       

Dr. Debi Lux gave 

information on the program. 

 

Our Gala was attended by two 

WW II Veterans – Compatriot 

Bob Haff & his WOSAR 

Bonnie is with Historian Wes 

Higgins. 

Honor Flight Representative 

Dr. Debi Lux brought another 

WW II vet, Donald Shreve, 

with her. 
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  Photos from the event 
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Photos from the event 
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What’s missing from this picture? 

You are! 

The Caloosa Chapter Leadership turned out to represent the Light Horse Harry Lee color guard “at the point of 

the spear” marching in the 80th Edison Festival of Light Grand Parade just behind the Lee County Sheriff’s 

Office color guard – and ahead of all of the other First Responders including the Fire Department, 160 other 

units, and 5,000 individuals taking part in the parade. IN FRONT – just behind a golf cart cleaning up after 

the Sheriff’s mounted unit. MARCHING – just like the 6 youthful marching members of the Sheriff’s color 

guard. PROUDLY – trooping our Betsy Ross and our Sons of the American Revolution flags in front of an 

estimated 200,000 cheering, saluting, and waiving spectators.  

Representing the Caloosa Color Guard: Commander – LTC Robert W. McGuire, Jr. (President); Executive 

Officer – Edward “Mike” Buff (Vice President); PVT Jim Stone (Secretary); and – Rev. Dr. Randy Moody (Past 

Commander/Chaplain). 

This photo was taken just before the start of the parade. I am pleased to announce that the Unit completed the 

march successfully, albeit tired, hot, and thirsty at the end. 

The 81st Edison Parade is just a year away – block the time on your calendar now! 

The News-Press took numerous photos, some of which are at the following link (unfortunately, they seemed to 

be snoozing when the front of the parade passed). 

Edison Festival of Lights Parade 2018 

https://www.news-press.com/picture-gallery/news/local/fort-myers/2018/02/17/edison-parade-photos-from-the-start-of-the-grand-parade/110544870/
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak of 

the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of cavalry and 

infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet 

of “Light Horse Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one of 

the best-known in the Continental Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was 

given authorization to form a formal 

Legionary Corps. Many of the best 

soldiers from other units either 

volunteered or were specially invited 

to join its ranks. In 1780 Lee was 

promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and 

on January 1, 1781 the Legion was 

redesignated as the 2
nd

 Partisan 

Corps, organized with 3 troops of 

horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was 

assigned to General Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color 

Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety 

of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions 

about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to 

meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-

era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional 

and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light 

Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com. 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court , and a 

nation of free men. 

 


