
   

 

Volume XII Issue VI       Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution Newsletter    March/April 2017 

 We are Citizens of the United States of America   
                By Robert W. McGuire, Jr. 

 Founding Era. With immigration on the rise after American independence, the Congress passed a series of 
laws regulating the citizenship naturalization of newcomers. The Naturalization Acts 
of 1790 and 1795 required new citizens to take an oath of allegiance to support and 
defend the Constitution and laws of the United States and to renounce all previous 
political allegiances. In addition, the new citizens were required to be of good moral 
character, attached to the principles of the Constitution and well disposed to the good 
order of the United States.  All of these requirements remain part of the law today. 

Upon adoption of the U.S. Constitution in 1787, citizenship status was granted 
retroactively as of 1776. Neither an application for citizenship, nor taking the Oath of 
Allegiance was required at that time. Persons only needed to remain in the United 

States at the close of the war and the time of independence to show that they owed their allegiance to the new 
Government and accepted its protection. Compatriots, members of the Sons of the American Revolution, who 
by virtue of their proven lineage to persons who remained in the United States after 1783 may properly claim to 
be descendants of the first U.S. citizens. 
 
The first naturalization law was adopted by Congress March 26, 1790 which 
provided that any Alien, being a free white person who had resided in the 
United States for two years may become a citizen upon proof to a Court of 
record that he is a person of good character, and taking an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States. That first law was modified in 1795 to provide 
a uniform rule of naturalization throughout the United States, which also 

established a minimum residence period of 5 
years. In 1798, this law was supplanted by the 
Naturalization Act passed by President John 
Adams which along with several other pieces of controversial legislation became 
known together as the Alien and Sedition Acts. Strong political opposition to 
these acts succeeded in undermining the Adams administration, helping Thomas 
Jefferson win the presidency in 1800.  
 
The Naturalization Act of 1798 required immigrants to reside in the United States 
for 14 years before becoming eligible for citizenship. At the time, America and 
France were on the verge of war. Federalists in Congress, backed by former 
President George Washington, asserted the acts were needed to shield the nation 
from threats by potential enemy powers seeking to weaken the fledgling U.S. 

government. Democratic-Republicans attacked the laws as unconstitutional and aimed at muzzling critics of the 
administration. Of the four acts, the Sedition Act was seen as posing the greatest challenge to the First 
Amendment, which had guaranteed freedom of speech and the press. Treasonable activity was vaguely defined, 
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and was defined at the discretion of the president who could impose heavy fines and imprisonment. One of the 
laws – the Alien Enemies Act – remains in force today and has been applied during wartime. It authorizes the 
president to apprehend and deport resident aliens if their home countries are at war with the United States. 
 
Today, persons who are born in the United States and subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States are citizens at birth, as are persons who are 
born in certain territories of the United States. In addition, persons who are 
born outside of the United States may be citizens at birth if one or both 
parents were U.S. citizens at the time of their birth. Naturalization is the 
conferring of U.S. citizenship after birth by any means whatsoever. 
Naturalized citizens share equally in the rights and privileges of U.S. 
citizenship (except for eligibility to serve as President of Vice President). 
 
Since the first naturalization laws, applicants for naturalization have been 
required to take the oath prescribed by law to support the Constitution of the 
United States. The oath presently administered to complete the naturalization 
process is little changed from the earliest forms. 
  

I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity 
to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, of whom or which I have heretofore been a 
subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of 
America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States of America  when required by law; that I will 
perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by law; that I 
will perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by law; and that I take 
this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me God.” 

 
Since the 20th Century. In general, a naturalization applicant must demonstrate an understanding of the English 
language, including an ability to read, write, and speak words in ordinary usage. An applicant must also 
demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals of the history and principles and form of 
government of the United States. Prior to 1906, an applicant was not required to know English, history, civics, 
or understand the principles of the constitution to naturalize. If the court determined the applicant was a 
“thoroughly law-abiding and industrious man, of good moral character,” the applicant became a U.S. citizen. As 
far back as 1908, the former Immigration Service and the Courts determined that a person could not establish 
the naturalization requirement of showing an attachment to the Constitution unless he or she had some 
understanding of its provisions. 
 
In 1940, Congress made amendments to include an English language requirement and certain exemptions based 
on age and residence, as well as a provision for questioning applicants on their understanding of the principles 
of the Constitution. In 1994, Congress enacted legislation providing an exception to the naturalization 
educational requirements for applicants who cannot meet the requirements because of a medical disability.  
 

The Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR is proud to support the 
Naturalization Ceremonies in Lee County by welcoming 
our new citizens to full enfranchisement in the United 
States of America. 
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FFFrrrooommm   YYYooouuurrr   NNNeeewwwsssllleeetttttteeerrr   
EEEdddiiitttooorrr       
Compatriots, 
What’s in this issue? 

What began as the March issue of the Caloosa 
Patriot has become the March/April issue. Various 
factors have been at work causing delays, but all 
within my own realm and responsibility. I will 
again entreat other Caloosa compatriots to step 
forward and take the helm of this publication. 
Perhaps a new editor in time for the October 
edition? 

Our “Looking Ahead” section is abbreviated since 
we are really only looking ahead to the end of May, 
and we are already past March. There will be a 
good deal of activity in May however, and those 
considering purchasing a uniform and joining our 
color guard, remember that some uniform items can 
require a good deal of lead time to obtain. 

The March 6th ExCom Highlights begin on page 5 
and are followed by the April 3rd Highlights which 
run through page 7. 

The President’s message is found on page 8, 
providing an executive view of where we have been 
and where we are going. Pages 9 (Leadership), and 
10 remain pretty much the same month after month, 
but provide some convenient reference points. In 
particular, I would mention that the Webpage has 
been recently substantially revamped and updated. 
Page 10 provides some shortcut hyperlinks to the 
Webpage and our Facebook page. 

Our meeting venue and calendar of upcoming 
programs is on page 11 along with links to make it 
easier to RSVP your reservations. Note the easy 
access by boat or auto, and if you land your private 
aircraft at Page Field, it is only a short ride to 
Pinchers. 

Beginning on page 12 the highlights of our 
membership meeting on March 8th are found, 
followed by a summary of our excellent program 
presented by Compatriot Ren Cushing. 

Our color guard was busy in March, starting with 
participation in the celebration of the Last Naval 
Battle at Merritt Island – photos and story pages 15 
to 17. We then attended the Florida State Society 
DAR Spring Conference in Orlando as reported on 
page 18. 

The Caloosa Chapter and its Ladies Auxiliary 
participated in Naturalization Ceremonies on 
February 23rd, and a larger contingent of the Light 
Horse Harry Lee Camp, with Ladies Auxiliary 
support, participated in the ceremony on March 23rd 
– shown on pages 19 & 20. 

You will note that, again in this issue, I have 
substituted a story on citizenship and naturalization 
for the usual article featuring a compatriot’s Patriot 
Ancestor. I continue to ask that Caloosa members 
send me material on their own ancestors and their 
contributions to American Independence. 
Nonetheless, I hope that readers will find the article 
on the pages 1 & 2 of this issue to be interesting 
and informative. I strongly encourage members to 
take the time to participate in these naturalization 
ceremonies which are held six to eight times each 
month. Let me know if you are interested and I will 
get you on the schedule. 

FLSSAR Board of Management (BOM) meetings 
are held in the fall and spring, with an abbreviated 
single-day meeting in the winter. They are in the 
Orlando area and are an opportunity for compatriots 
to engage more fully in the activities of SAR at the 
chapter, state, and national levels. You will not find 
an opportunity to meet a more interesting group of 
gentlemen than by attending a BOM, and wives are 
welcome as well. Let me or any ExCom member 
know if you would like more information. 

Bob McGuire  
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Looking Ahead 
 

 
  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
March    

2-4 NSSAR Spring Leadership Louisville KY  
6 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 
8 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 10 
9 Daylight Savings Begins   

17 St. Patrick’s Day   
11 Last Naval Battle Merritt Island  
22 Black Powder Range Day Punta Gorda tentative 

April    
3 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 

15 Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 

Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 10 

May    
1 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 
2 Presentation of 

Militiaman 
SW Florida Military 
Museum 

Caloosa Chapter presents 
and addition to display 

10 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 10 
13 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville  

19-21 Spring BOM KIssimmee  
27-29 Memorial Day 

Observances 
Ft. Myers and Cape 
Coral 

 

June – 
September 

Summer Hiatus   

September 9 Heroes Parade Cape Coral Color Guard Activity 
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Attendance: President Russell Radcliffe, Vice President, Registrar, Webmaster, Newsletter 
Editor and Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire, Treasurer Edward Buff, Immediate Past 
President Lee Matson, Genealogist Albert Myers, Chaplain and Awards Committee Chair 
Randy Moody, Member-at-large Lewis Elliott, Asst. Registrar Ron Peck. 

The meeting was called to order by President Radcliffe at 12:06pm. 

Chaplain Moody gave the invocation. 

Treasurer's Report accepted, voted without dissent. The treasurer's report showed a balance 
of $5,686.83 in the checking account as of January 31, 2017 and a balance of $43,330.65 in the 
Vanguard fund. 

Minutes (as corrected) of February 6, 2017 Executive Committee Meeting were voted 
without dissent. 

Registrar's Report approved and voted without dissent. It was noted that there Chapter 
membership has more than doubled in the recent past, and that having 100 members may not be 
far away. 

It was noted that the Liberty Tree which had been dedicated at the Daniels rest area in 
2009 was sickly. The observation has been made that the particular site chosen was probably 
not suitable for that type of tree, it being chronically wet. The possibility of relocating the 
marker to another site was discussed. Robert McGuire suggested that an ad hoc committee 
similar to the one which planned the Liberty Tree dedication at Four Freedom Park be 
established to contact the FL DoT (owner of the property) to determine whether they would 
agree with removing the marker from the rest area. McGuire agreed to contact Compatriot 
Sutphin who led the earlier effort to see if he is willing to take on this project. 

There was discussion of mentor duties and responsibilities, and Compatriot Moody passed 
out copies of checklists. It was agreed that the mentor program may help with member-
retention which is a problem for our chapter and others. 

A proposal to put together a militia uniform for donation to the Military Museum was 
reviewed, including possible funding options. The total cost of the uniform was estimated at 
about $600 if all components were purchased. However, several individuals have offered to 
donate items for this purpose including Compatriots Elliott (Hunting shirt), McGuire (Waistcoat 
& Breeches), Buff (Buckle shoes), Radcliffe (Stockings), and Moody (Tricorn hat) bringing the 
remain costs to complete to about $100. It was agreed to encourage donations from members at 
the March 8th meeting to make up the difference. 

March 6th ExCom Highlights 
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The Naturalization ceremonies that are conducted monthly in Ft. Myers were considered 
a highly positive experience by Compatriot Elliott. He had participated in uniform at a 
ceremony on February 23rd that was supported by the Caloosa Ladies Auxiliary led by Anne 
McGuire. Also participating in that event were Compatriot Doug Walsh and Ladies Auxiliary 
members Lois Walsh and Joy Morris. The Caloosa Chapter will look into supporting an 
upcoming ceremony scheduled for March 23rd with four or five uniformed color guardsmen, 
and perhaps others. 

Compatriot Matson who is serving on the FLSSAR Strategic Planning Committee 
discussed the work that is ongoing. There has been little support from other FLSSAR 
compatriots in completing the tasks of the committee. 

Lewis Elliott has collected contact information for presenting Flag Certificates to 
Veteran's organizations. There are about 15 such organizations in Lee County. Color 
Guard could present certificates and discuss SAR membership, with fall 2017 being a target 
date. 

Meeting schedules for next season (October to May) were discussed. ExCom has been 
considering ways to make it easier for members who are not “retired” to attend meetings. We 
have long recognized that it is difficult for many of our members to attend luncheon meetings 
during mid-week. The last two seasons we scheduled two Saturday meetings in replacement for 
two Wednesday meetings. The second of these Saturday meetings is in April this year. It 
appears that, in fact, the total number attending does not change greatly, but the individuals who 
attend are not the same. We intend to expand this schedule next season to include, perhaps, one 
or two evening meetings and we are seeking input from the membership in this regard. We will 
ask those who are at the March 8th meeting for their views and will send an email to all 
members asking for suggestions. We all hope that you will share your views. 

Meeting programs for April and May were reviewed. Compatriot Matson is arranging for a 
presentation on Eagle Scouts for the April meeting, and planning on inviting the Cape Coral 
Police Chief to participate in our First Responders awards program at the May meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned and Chaplain Moody gave a closing benediction. 

 
Attendance: President Russ Radcliffe; Vice President, Registrar, Webmaster, Newsletter Editor 
and Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire; Treasurer Edward Buff; Immediate Past 
President Lee Matson; Genealogist Albert Myers; Chaplain and Awards Committee Chair 
Randy Moody; Member-at-large Lewis Elliott; Secretary James Stone; and guest Lisa Mathews. 

The meeting was called to order by President Radcliffe at 12:05pm. 

April 3rd ExCom Highlights 
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The invocation was given by Albert Myers. 

The Minutes of the March 6, 2017 Meeting were approved without objection. 

The Treasurer’s was accepted without objection. Checking account balance as of March 31, 
2017 is $5211.08. Vanguard balance is $43,330.65. 

Registrar’s Report was approved without objection. It was noted that the Application form 
has been updated, and lineage information without documentation may no longer be included. 

Mentors have been assigned to all but the newest members. 

Awards Committee: A motion to authorize the presentation of the Medal of Appreciation 
to Kim Parker was approved. It will be presented at the April 15, 2017 Membership Meeting. 

A motion to continue the $150 subsidy for first uniform purchased by a Color Guard 
Member was approved without objection. The policy will be added to the Standing Rules. 

Postage expenses for the secretary were approved without objection.  

Albert Myers was designated as an alternate for any voting member of the Caloosa 
Chapter unable to attend the May Board of Managers Meeting. Approved without 
objection. 

NSSAR requires Boy Scout Youth Protection Training for all members interacting with 
youth. The President and Secretary will report to law enforcement any incidents involving 
violations of the Youth Protection Guidelines. Orientation for completing the training will be 
provided at the April Membership Meeting. 

An expenditure of $61.50 was approved for purchase of militia uniform parts for display 
at the Cape Coral Military Museum. 

Membership Meetings for 2017-2018 will be as follows: Wednesday October 11, 2017; 
Saturday November 11, 2017; Annual Meeting Wednesday December 13, 2017; Installation 
Banquet Wednesday evening January 10, 2018; Washington’s Birthday and Caloosa Chapter 
45th Anniversary Gala Banquet Thursday February 22, 2018; Wednesday March 14, 2018; 
Saturday April 14, 2018; Wednesday May 9, 2018. 

The meeting was adjourned and Chaplain Moody gave a closing benediction. 
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

March was a good month for our Chapter. Not only did several 
of us in the Color Guard travel to Merritt Island for the Annual 
Celebration of the Last Naval Battle of the Revolutionary War 
with a good historical presentation by Dr. Roger Smith, but our 
regular meeting on Wednesday March 8th included a 
presentation by Ren Cushing (aided by his wife Muriel), a 
Charlotte Chapter Compatriot, regarding daily life in the 
colonies as the Revolution unfolded. A very good review.  

April 8th will include an Estero Island Chapter DAR presentation 
to Kim Parker for referring 7 new members to Caloosa FLSSAR. 
Registrar/Vice President Bob McGuire and I plan to attend their 

meeting for the presentation. Two of the new members have already been inducted, and five 
more are approved and scheduled for induction at our Saturday meeting on April 15. The April 
15 meeting will feature Youth Protection Training – now required – as part of our Scout 
Program. 

On May 3 our Chapter will again be supporting the JROTC awards presentation with awards to 
three deserving ROTC cadets – as nominated by their commanders – at a new venue, the 
Suncoast Credit Union Arena at 13351 FSW Pkwy, Fort Myers, FL 33919. The participation in 
JROTC here in SW Florida is impressive, with over 5,000 cadets between the 9th and 12th 
grades. All are welcome to attend, presentations beginning at 6:30 PM.  

In conjunction with our Ladies Auxiliary, we participated in another Naturalization ceremony in 
March, in Color Guard Uniform. The new Americans appreciate our participation.  

Our donation of a Revolutionary War Militia uniform for a mannequin in the Southwest Florida 
Military Museum will take place in a brief ceremony at the Museum, 10:30 AM May 2nd.  

And finally, a brief reminder that those planning to attend the May BOM meeting in Orlando 
need to secure hotel reservations by May 5 – details on the FLSSAR website.  

 
Russ Radcliffe  
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2017 

Left to right: 
Past President/Trustee - Lee Matson 
President/Trustee - Russ Radcliffe 

Vice-President/Registrar/Color Guard Commander/Newsletter 
Editor/Webmaster - Bob McGuire 

Genealogist – Albert Myers 
Chaplain - Randy Moody 

Treasurer/Trustee - Mike Buff 
Secretary – Jim Stone 

Sergeant-at-Arms Tom Veal 
Member-at-Large – Lewis Elliott 

 Managing to escape the group photo 
above, but not the diligence of newsletter 
photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
 

 

…and Historian – Hal Theiss 
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 
comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 
with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. 
While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 
represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Jim Stone –   mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com 
 

Please info-copy: Mike Buff -  mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com 

2017 Program Schedule 
April 15 (Saturday) – Chapter Meeting, Program: BSA Youth Protection Program – Compatriot Jim Stone 
May 10 – Chapter Meeting, Program: First Responders Awards 
June to September – Summer Hiatus 
October 11 – Program TBD 
November 11 (Saturday) – Veterans Program 
December 13 – Annual Meeting & Elections 
 

mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com�
mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com�
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

 

 

Beginning about 11:30 Compatriots, 
prospective members, and guests start arriving 
and are checked in. 

Prospective member Alan Crippen and his wife 
Barbara are just ahead of new dual member 
Hamp Allen and his wife Debi. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our distinguished guests (and program 
presenters) Muriel Cushing – Vice Governor 
General and her husband Ren – Captain 
General, both of the Mayflower Society were 
early arrivers. Ren is also Vice President of the 
Charlotte Chapter of FLSSAR. 

 

 

Compatriot Albert Myers explains the 
importance of getting good pictures for 
Facebook to President Russ Radcliffe and 
Treasurer Mike Buff, while Mike’s wife 
Anita sits nearby. 

  

March 8th Membership Meeting 
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We always enjoy the spectacular view of 
the marina and the Caloosahatchee River 
along with the comradeship of members 
and guests. From right to left: Alaine and 
Daniel Geary (snowbirds from the 
Massachusetts Society), standing – Bill 
Sharp and Randy Moody, seated Donna 
Sharp (Bill & Donna are Michigan/Indiana 
snowbirds) and finally far left, Compatriot 
Roy Wasson. 

 

 

 

Compatriots Ron Peck (Dual 
member/Assistant Registrar) and Jim 
Dozier chat in the foreground while 
others share experiences and await the 
lunch. 

 

 

 

 

War stories sometimes are quite remarkable. 
Compatriot Lewis Elliott, a Vietnam era vet 
asked Compatriot Bill Mellor, a WW II vet 
about the notches in dog tags. Elliott: “If 
you are killed, they clamp them in your 
teeth, right?” Mellor: “Nah, those notches 
signify the number of enemy you killed.” 

Lewis who generally starts his stories with 
“Now I’m not making this up…” was at a 
loss for words. 
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After another fine Pincers’ meal featuring Shepherd’s Pie, 
Compatriot Ren Cushing presented an interesting 
program about life during the colonial times. Over the 
years, the colonists had grown apart in many ways from 
their countrymen back in England. They grew to resent 
many of the ways in which they were treated. 

 

(Above) Compatriot Dozier, prospective member 
Paul Myatt, and Kim Parker (Estero Island DAR 
member and mother of two of our newest members: 
Trey and Taylor Parker) all were attentive. 

(Left) See how the small sloop (below the bowsprit of 
USS Constitution) challenges the right-of-way of the 
44 gun frigate. 

 

Another interesting difference noted between the 
Colonists and present-day government is in the 
practice of voting. In early times, voters declared 
publicly who they were voting for, with 
candidates often present and thanking the voter for 
their support. 

 

Program – If you were a Colonist, 
Road to Revolution 
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There are only a few opportunities each 
year to participate in commemorative 
ceremonies of Revolutionary War battles 
in Florida. One of these is held at Merritt 
Island where the Brevard Chapter SAR 
again hosted the event on the shore of 
Sykes Creek. This is designated as a 
“national event” for color guard 
participation. The Caloosa Chapter was 
represented by Compatriots Radcliffe, 
McGuire, Buff, and Elliott along with L.A. 
member/L.K DAR Regent Anne McGuire. 

 

Starting off the event is a very short 
parade (about 200’) which included 8 
FLSSAR Chapters, 2 GASSAR 
Chapters, 9 DAR Chapters, and 
numerous other military and patriotic 
units. Marchers collected at the 
assembly area with flags and banners. 

 

 

Some marchers were dressed as sailors of 
the American Navy while others included 
Continental Army, Militia, ladies in 
period costumes, and contemporary naval 
uniforms. All marching units received 
streamers for the flags, but none had a 
greater number than the Light Horse 
Harry Lee Camp’s flag. 

234th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
LAST NAVAL BATTLE OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
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The program began with the posting 
of Colors by the Naval Test Unit 
Color Guard, Invocation, Pledge of 
Allegiance, and National Anthem. 

The parade/massing of colors then 
stepped off on a very pleasant, sunny 
and breezy, morning at the Brevard 
Veterans Council Military Museum 
and Memorial Plaza. 

 

 

The guest speaker, Dr. Roger Smith, 
presented an interesting program on the 
significance of Florida in Revolutionary 
War History. Yes, Florida was indeed 
the 14th Colony – an area of critical 
concern to the British. 

 

 

 

 

Each unit that had presented a 
memorial wreath had a representative 
come forward and pay respects by 
saluting in their own way. Some 
rendered a hand salute, ladies made a 
curtsey, and Compatriot Radcliffe 
doffed his tricorn, each in memory of 
the patriots who sacrificed so much to 
win our independence. 



 

17 
 

 

 

Color Guard Commander Compatriot 
McGuire posed next to the wreaths 
presented by the Caloosa Chapter SAR 
(to left) the Lawrence Kearny Chapter 
DAR (to right) and the Florida Society 
SAR (to front). 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the ceremony, Light 
Horse Harry Lee Camp members 
Russ Radcliffe, Mike Buff, and 
Lewis Elliott relax in the shade. 

 

 

 

 

Historic flags of the 
Revolution and wreathes 
presented by the SAR and 
DAR surround the 
monument at this beautiful 
site, concluding the 234th 
Anniversary of the Last 
Naval Battle of the American 
Revolution.  



 

18 
 

 

 

The Florida State Society, Daughters of the 
American Revolution conducts two state-
wide meetings each year – similar in scope 
and purpose to our Board of Management 
(BOM) meetings. Like our BOM, they are 
held in the Orlando area. For many years, 
the FLSSAR has, through the SAR/DAR 
Liaison Committee, sent representatives to 
attend these meetings where we staff an 
information table. 

It is well known that the DAR is our 
greatest recruiting source, and we are able 
to provide information and assistance to 
DAR members with male family members 
who may be interested in joining SAR. 
The ladies also enjoy having their pictures 
taken with Revolutionary gentlemen in 
uniform. Seen to right – Kathy Stockhouse, 
Jennifer Robbins, Fran Green, Karen Christie (all of 
Garcilaso de la Fago Chapter) and Ralph Nelson 
(DAR Liaison Committee Chair) with Bob McGuire 
& Dwight Elam (Caloosa Chapter) 

 

 

Prior to the “Members & Guests Dinner” 
another photo op, right to left: Bob McGuire 
(Caloosa Chapter), Don Lanman (Palm 
Beach Chapter), FSSDAR State Regent 
Ginny Poffenberger, and Don’s wife – 
Karen (also in photo above).  

FSSDAR SPRING CONFERENCE 
March 17-18, 2017 
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Local DAR Chapters have been 
participating in Naturalization Ceremonies 
locally for a long time, and in fact Caloosa 
records show that we promoted a swearing-
in ceremony in Ft. Myers in the 
Bicentennial year 1976. Recently, the 
Caloosa Chapter and the Caloosa Ladies 
Auxiliary participated in two local 
ceremonies 

 

On February 23rd Anne McGuire, Lewis Elliott, 
Joy Morris, Doug Walsh, and Lois Walsh 
welcomed 30 new Americans from 15 countries 
into citizenship. Compatriot Walsh is holding a 
basket of cookies made by the ladies and given 
to the new citizens and their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 23rd, The Light Horse Harry Lee 
Camp took the lead, still supported by 
“Cookie Lady” Anne McGuire. Attired in 
Continental Army uniforms are (L to R) 
Compatriots McGuire, Elam, Elliott, and 
Buff. 

 

NATURALIZATION CEREMONY 
February 23, 2017 

 

NATURALIZATION CEREMONY 
March 23, 2017 
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At this ceremony, 31 new citizens coming 
from 12 different countries took the Oath 
of Allegiance to support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States of 
America. These ceremonies are conducted 
about eight times per month, each one 
naturalizing about 30 people. They are 
mostly held at the new Ft. Myers Field 
Office of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services. 

 

At this ceremony, Compatriot Elam told the moving 
story of the Star Spangled Banner at Ft. McHenry, and 
the composition of the Anthem by Francis Scott Key. 

These new Americans are enthusiastic 
about having their picture taken with our 
color guard, dressed in the manner they 
have learned depicts the Founding 
Patriots. 

 

 

We too get our picture taken in front of the 
mural showing the Statue of Liberty and 
the Stars and Stripes. These ceremonies are 
particularly rewarding for us, seeing first-
hand how these individuals have studied 
and sacrificed to become Americans. 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father 

of Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 
of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of cavalry 
and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his 
horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known in the Continental 
Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was given authorization to form a formal 
Legionary Corps. Many of the best soldiers from other units either 

volunteered or were specially invited 
to join its ranks. In 1780 Lee was 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and 
on January 1, 1781 the Legion was re-
designated as the 2nd Partisan Corps, 
organized with 3 troops of horse and 
3 troops of infantry. It was assigned 
to General Nathaniel Greene for 
service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most 
visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and 
colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety of uniforms and flags invite children, 
spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions about the American Revolution. The 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to meetings and events properly uniformed as 
either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is available 
for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR 
Guardsman Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light 
Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com. 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman�
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

HHHaaappppppyyy   SSSppprrriiinnnggg!!!   
  

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 
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