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John Jay, Forgotten Founder 
By Alexander Bruen Trevor. 

Washington, Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, Hamilton, and Madison… the “Founding 
Fathers”, but where is John Jay in this list? The image of each of these luminary patriots 
may be found on our currency (albeit Adams only among a crowd on the back of the two 
dollar bill) but not John Jay. The stories of those other six are told to children in American 
History classes, but unless you are a Jay descendant (or a lawyer) you may never have 
heard of John Jay. Fortunately for us – and for Jay’s legacy – Compatriot Alexander 
Bruen “Sandy” Trevor’s mother made sure that her son was knowledgeable of this 
extraordinary patriot. 
 
Evelyn Bruen Trevor was the great-great-granddaughter of John Jay, the first Chief 
Justice of the United States.  As he was growing up in New York City, his mother often 

told Sandy that John Jay had not gotten his proper due in history. Until recently, she was right.  She told him that in school 
she had been taught that George Marshall was the first Chief Justice.  When she protested that it was John Jay, the teacher 
told her that he "didn't count." Furthermore, the teacher went on, "he couldn't be your great-great grandfather because he 
lived too long ago."  But the fact is he was, as the family had long generations. 

Fortunately historians have in recent years realized that John Jay was an extraordinary patriot – not only the first Chief 
Justice – but a spy-master during the Revolution, and an author of the Federalist Papers (along with Alexander Hamilton 
and James Madison). For his accomplishments heading a network of informants during the revolution, actions that helped 
inspire James Fenimore Cooper’s novel “The Spy,” the CIA’s website calls Jay “the first national-level American 
counterintelligence chief.” In 1778, 33-year-old Jay was appointed President of the Continental Congress. He was the 
architect of New York State's constitution, Governor of the State of New York, President of the Continental Congress, 
Ambassador to Spain and Great Britain, and a leading opponent of slavery.  In 1799, as Governor of New York, John Jay 
signed an act that freed all slaves in the state.  

John Jay was born on December 12, 1745 in New York City. His lineage differs from most founders as his parents were 
not British citizens, but was a descendant of French Huguenot refugees. He moved with his family to Rye, New 
York when he was 3 months old following his father's retirement from business and on the heels of a smallpox epidemic 
that blinded two of his siblings. Jay's father, Peter Jay, had been born in New York City in 1704, and became a wealthy 
trader of furs, wheat, timber, and other commodities. John Jay's views were probably strongly shaped by his family 
background. He became a lawyer and joined the New York Committee of Correspondence and organized opposition to 
British rule. He joined a conservative political faction that, fearing mob rule, sought to protect property rights and 
maintain the rule of law while resisting British violations of human rights. 

PPAATTRRIIOOTT   
CALOOSA 
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On April 28, 1774, Jay married Sarah Van Brugh Livingston, eldest daughter of the New 
Jersey Governor William Livingston and his wife. At the time of the marriage, Sarah was 
seventeen years old and John was twenty-eight. She accompanied Jay to Spain and later was 
with him in Paris where they and their children resided with Benjamin Franklin at Passy. 
While in Paris, as a diplomat to France, Jay's father died. This event forced extra 
responsibility onto John Jay. Jay's brother and sister, Peter and Anna, both blinded by 
smallpox in childhood, became the diplomat's responsibility. John Jay's brother Augustus 
suffered from mental disabilities that required Jay to provide not only financial but emotional 
support. Jay's brother Fredrick was in constant financial trouble, causing John additional 
stress. Meanwhile, his brother James was in direct opposition in the political arena, joining 
the loyalist faction of the New York State Senate at the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, 
which made him an embarrassment to the John Jay family. 

There are two John Jay home sites in New York State: one in Rye, and 
a second in Bedford/Katonah. Both have been beautifully preserved by 
the Friends of John Jay Homestead, and are open to the public. The Jay 
Estate in Rye is the childhood home of John Jay, and is now the Jay 
Heritage Center, and a National Historic Landmark.  The present house 
was built by his son, Peter Augustus Jay in 1838.  It is a beautiful 
location, and well worth a 
visit.  

John Jay built a home in Bedford in 1787 on the land he inherited from his 
mother, Mary Van Cortland.  It is now the John Jay Homestead State Historic 
Site.  It is easy to miss, but is also a gorgeous site, beautifully and 
authentically maintained, and is also worth a visit. 

Another piece of John Jay 
real estate is not so well 
known: the Jay Cemetery in Rye, where John Jay and many of his 
descendents are buried.  John Jay died in 1829, one of the last of the 
revolutionary Patriarchs. This is one of the few family cemeteries used in 
Revolutionary times that is still functioning. It is restricted to descendents 
of John Jay, and, amazingly, there is no charge for a plot.  Originally part 
of the 400 acre Jay farm in Rye, the cemetery was created by John Jay's 
deed of 1815, providing that "all descendants of Peter Jay [his father] 
shall have the right of burial in the cemetery lot; also the husbands, 
wives, and widows of such descendents." 

An interesting historical footnote was discovered by Sandy’s mother's first cousin, John Jay Ide, "Cousin Jack".  We all 
know that the American Revolutionary War hostilities mostly ended with the surrender of General Cornwallis at 
Yorktown in October 1781.  But it was not until two years later that the war officially ended with Great Britain and the 
United States signing the Treaty of Paris on September 3, 1783 whereby Britain formally recognized the United States.  
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and John Jay were the commissioners assigned to negotiate the treaty that ended the war, 
and they signed the treaty on behalf of the United States.   
 
For many years historians assumed that the Treaty of Paris was actually signed in 
Versailles where other treaties between Great Britain and France, and Great Britain and 
Spain, were signed at that time.  But Jack Ide discovered that the Treaty of Paris was 
actually signed in Paris at the Hotel d'York.  The building still stands at 56 Rue Jacob.  
Thanks to Jack Ide, there is a commemorative plaque on the building marking the 
location of this historic event.  Renamed the Hotel du Danube, next time you go to 
Paris you may want to check it out. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livingston_family�
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_New_Jersey�
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_New_Jersey�
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Livingston�
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From Your Newsletter 
Editor   
Compatriots, 
I offer my thanks to Compatriot Sandy Trevor for 
his story about Founder John Jay and his family’s 
struggle to overcome the failure of historians and 
our society to afford him the recognition that his 
contributions rightly deserve. While we can all be 
proud of the service rendered by our patriot 
ancestors in the formation of our Nation, few can 
match the achievements of John Jay in their lineage. 

What’s in this issue? 

In this issue you will find a number of features that 
I hope are useful and interesting. A listing of dates 
and events that you can look forward to from now 
until we take our summer break in May is on page 
4. In addition to federal holidays, it lists meeting 
dates for the Chapter and the FLSSAR and NSSAR. 
Also listed are some national color guard events 
taking place mostly in the southeast. 

The highlights of the ExCom meeting not held on 
February 1st are reported on page 5. Instead of the 
meeting, information was exchanged electronically. 
President Radcliffe’s message is on page 6. The 
current officers of the Caloosa Chapter for the 
2016-2017 term are shown on page 7. 

On page 9 you will find information about our 
Chapter Facebook Page and Web Page. The 
webpage has been recently updated and if you 
haven’t checked it for a while, you should go to 
http://caloosasar.com/ for information and copies of 
past newsletters. We are also going to be adding a 
new page soon for a “Caloosa Speakers Bureau”. 
This will publicize a resource where the community 
can go to find speakers on historical and patriotic 
topics. Turn to page 10 for information on 
upcoming membership meetings including 

programs that are scheduled and new RSVP 
contacts. 

The Caloosa Chapter February membership meeting 
at which your Editor and Vice President filled-in for 
President Radcliffe (without the accoutrements of 
office such as a gavel and neck ribbon) but still was 
able to conduct an awards presentation and other 
meeting activities is on pages 11 through 16. I 
wish to thank everyone in attendance for their 
cooperative spirit and forbearance. 

A report on the Board of Management meeting in 
Orlando is on pages 16 & 17. Our experience at the 
firing range shooting black powder weapons is on 
page 18. A brief report on our participation in the 
Edison Festival of Lights Parade is page 19, and a 
memorial remembrance to Justice Antonin Scalia is 
on page 20. 

Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. Generally, an issue will be 
published shortly after each monthly meeting so if 
you have an item that relates to a particular date or 
event, please get me the information in sufficient 
time for me to fit it in. My email address is: 
rmcguire@slvx.com. 
 
Because this newsletter is delivered digitally to 
most individuals, it enables features that are 
impossible in a print version. In particular, there are 
numerous “hyperlinks” (like my email address 
above) which allow you to leap directly to another 
document or website. Some, but not all, are shown 
in blue and underlined. Simply “click” on the link to 
go to the new thing. By publishing in Adobe .pdf 
format, this newsletter should open properly on 
various computers regardless of what their 
Operating System or Web Browser is. It also is easy 
to “zoom” to larger views, making it easier to read. 

Bob McGuire

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Looking Ahead 
 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
March    

5 Last Naval Battle Cocoa Beach, FL 1783 
7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

12 Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 

Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

12 Battle of Guilford 
Courthouse 

Greensboro NC 1781 

17-20 DAR Spring Conference Orlando FL Caloosa Chapter 
representatives participating 

19 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville FL 1777 
19 Book  Festival Ft. Myers FL w/ DAR 

April    
4 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

16 Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 

Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

18 Patriot’s Day Boston, MA 3rd Monday in May 
19 Battle of 

Lexington/Concord 
Massachusetts 1775 

May    
2 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
5 JROTC Awards Lee County Civic 

Center, Ft. Myers 
Caloosa Chapter presents 
awards to cadets 

11 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 
13-15 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Spring BOM 

21 Armed Forces Day   
28-30 A Nation Divided –  

Events in Observation of 
Memorial Day 

SW Florida Military 
Museum & Library 
Cape Coral 

Military Ball, Civil War 
Reenactors, and Flag 
Ceremonies 

30 Memorial Day   
Jun - Sep Summer Hiatus  Snowbirds go north 
June    

14 Flag Day   
July    

4 Independence Day  1776 
7-13 NSSAR 126th Congress Boston  
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The meeting scheduled for  1 February 2016 of the Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter, 
FLSSAR was held “virtually” through Email exchange instead of the usual physical meeting at the SW Florida 
Military Museum and Library in Cape Coral. Circumstances for making the change included the absence of 
President Russ Radcliffe who had to make the best of his situation in Cancun, combined with the fact that there 
really was not a great deal of important business that needed attention. We, of course, were also concerned with 
getting ready to celebrate Groundhog Day’s eve that night. Therefore, acting in the capacity of Acting 
President, this writer sent an Email to all ExCom members which outlined the issues of interest.  

• We plan to hold our weather-delayed black powder flintlock range firing on Tuesday, 2 Feb. Anyone 
wanting to join us, please let me know so I have an idea of how many to expect. We can scare 
groundhogs instead of turkeys. 

• BOM in Orlando is Friday/Saturday, Feb 5-6. If you are attending you should have made reservations by 
now. If you are not, but have something on your mind to address at BOM, let me know. 

• Our February membership meeting (as in 1st bullet) will be on Wednesday the 10th - presentation by 
Compatriot Sharp. Yours truly will be "acting" in the absence of President Radcliffe who will be out of 
the country. Please get your RSVP's to me ASAP, if you haven't already. 

• The Edison Festival of Lights Parade is coming up on February 20th, with the Light Horse Harry Lee 
Camp marching. There's still time to join the fun. 

• Even though February 15th is President's Day, the real celebration should be on February 22nd - 
Washington's Birthday! 

• NSSAR Spring Leadership Conference is in Louisville 26-28 February. 
• February 29th is Leap Day, enjoy! 
• March 5th is the celebration of the Last Naval Battle of the Revolution in Merritt Island. About half a 

dozen of our color guard will be participating in this event.  
• We remain with a critical vacancy for the position of Secretary. Please help us to remedy this situation. 

 
• Carl Sutphin, as chairman of the Liberty Tree committee, has made initial contact with the City official 

in the Parks & Recreation Department responsible for the 4 Freedoms Park. We are hopeful of a positive 
response to our request to designate a Liberty Tree there from the City in the near future. 
 

• We continue to have 3 new member applications under review at NSSAR. 
 

• I have no newsletter patriot story offerings from members at this point. 
 

• Website update is a work in progress. 
 

• We will be participating to some extent in an event planned by the Military Museum over the 3-day 
Memorial Day weekend (May 28-30) in Cape Coral. It will include Civil War reenactors and other 
activities. Details to follow. 
 

• The color guard has added to its lethality with the addition of a bayonet to go with our Brown Bess 
musket. 

Since our Bylaws do not permit meetings of this sort for the conduct of official business, there were no formal 
actions taken. The next meeting of the ExCom is scheduled for 7 March 2016. 

February ExCom Highlights 
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From the President
 

Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

Happy Leap Year! 
 
Our Caloosa chapter returned to participation in the Edison Festival of 
Light Parade on February 20, with the Light Horse Harry Lee Color 
Guard marching with myself, Rev. Dr. Randy Moody, Dwight Elam, Bill 
Sharp and Bob McGuire in uniform, and Mike Buff in Class B’s. Also 
Junior Members Joseph Kennedy and Daniel Woods marched carrying 
our Caloosa Chapter Banner. As you have seen, photos taken by Bob’s 
wife Anne have been combined with editorial comment by Compatriot 
McGuire into an excellent article which has been submitted for 
publication in the Florida Patriot and NSSAR Color Guard magazine.  
 
The parade itself was a little tedious with multiple stops and starts, but the 
constant applause from the crowd and occasional shouts like “Get those 
Brits!” and “Thanks for giving us our freedom” were most welcome. I 
have sent a letter of thanks to Mike Gill, organizer of the Parade, for 
allowing us to participate and expressing optimism that we’d be 
interested in making this an annual event. Lewis Elliott came prepared to 

March, but had to withdraw at the last minute because of a short-lived illness. 
 
For the Last Naval Battle celebration the weekend of March 5, we will also be well represented by our Color 
Guard, with 5 or 6 of us dressed in uniform and Mike Buff in class B’s. A write-up and photos will follow. 
 
The Southwest Florida Reading Festival will be held at the Harborside Event Center on Saturday, March 19. 
Past President Lee Matson, Ed Buff and I will man the booth, passing out information and making contacts with 
all who stop to talk. Vice President McGuire tells me that we are still processing applications from a few who 
became interested in us via this festival last year. A conflicting DAR event elsewhere will draw several 
members away from the Reading Festival, but we are registered and expect a good experience. 
 
Vice President Bob McGuire again needs support from those who can offer a patriot ancestor write-up for the 
monthly Caloosa Patriot. If you have enough information to put together a good article, please contact Bob. 
 
See you at the regular meeting on Saturday March 12. 

 
 
 
 
Russ Radcliffe 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2016-2017 

Left to right: 
Member-at-Large Jonathan Hunt 
Sergeant-at-Arms Tom Veal 
Past Chapter President/SW Region VP Lee Matson 
Chapter President Russ Radcliffe 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Commander Randy Moody 
Treasurer Mike Buff 
Chapter Vice-president/Registrar/Newsletter 
Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 

Managing to escape the group photo 
above, but not the diligence of newsletter 
photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. Having raised over $12 million to date, another $10 million is needed to complete 
the opening of a gallery, library, education center and offices for 809 Main Street, Louisville, Kentucky. Within 
the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who have provided a NSSAR legacy 
bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 
comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 
with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. 
While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 
represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Bob McGuire – rmcguire@slvx.com or (239) 542-0068  
1417 SW 52nd Terrace, Cape Coral, FL 33914 

Please info-copy EBuff0723@aol.com 

2016 Program Schedule 
 
March 12 – Saturday Chapter meeting, Program: The Battling Captains: Silas Talbot & Thomas Truxton, 
Heroes of the Revolution – Compatriot Bruce Talbot 
April 16 – Saturday Chapter meeting, Program: Thomas Jefferson 
May 11 – Chapter meeting, Program: Public Service Awards 
June to September – Summer Hiatus  
  

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

FEBRUARY 10th MEETING 

 
 
Vice-President (acting President) Bob McGuire called the meeting to 
order followed by the regular rituals and welcomes to members and 
guests. President Russ Radcliffe was out of the country and unable to 
attend. First-time attendees included Bill Osborn (new applicant), 
Paul Myatt (Guest of Compatriot Myers, hopefully prospective 
member), and Compatriot James Zuhlke (recent transfer-in). Jim 
Stone was attending his second meeting with us (snowbird from N. 
Michigan) but hadn’t been introduced previously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ladies Auxiliary member Anne McGuire helped our 
Treasurer Mike Buff in getting name tags organized to 
facilitate the check-in and collection of luncheon 
payments.  

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Myers, discussing the attendance 
of his guest Paul Myatt and the process of 
bringing him into the Caloosa Chapter: 
Registrar McGuire “Let’s get him started 
filling out an application.” Genealogist Myers 
“First things first, we need to convince him 
that we are a great organization that he would 
want to join.” 
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Before the meeting began, Compatriots 
Dean Traxler and Doug Walsh had time 
to get to know prospective member Paul 
Myatt. Mr. Myatt is a fellow resident of 
Shell Point with Compatriot Myers, and 
was a Navy pilot in WW II, Korea, and 
Vietnam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter members are, indeed, a congenial group 
of men who enjoy the company of others who 
share a common interest in promoting 
fellowship among the descendants of the 
Revolutionary Patriots, fostering true Patriotism, 
and maintaining and extending the institutions of 
American freedom. We also appreciate the 
support of ladies who attend our meetings and 
share our interests in history and patriotism. 

 

 

 

Compatriots Carl Sutphin and Wes Morris along with 
recently transferred-in Compatriot Bruce Talbot and 
his wife Peggy take a moment to pose for a photo by 
Compatriot Facebook-Master Albert Myers.  

Compatriot Myers ensures that the Chapter’s activities 
are well-publicized in this popular electronic social 
forum almost within hours of the end of an event. 
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Compatriot Dr. Bill Sharp presented an 
engaging first-person portrayal of his ancestor, 
Thomas Majors, “One of Colonel Cleveland’s 
Bulldogs” who served in the North Carolina 
Militia. Majors, who was born in Halifax VA 
in 1763 enlisted in the Wilkes County NC 
Militia in 1780. Compatriot Sharp’s story was 
in the form of a retrospective in which Majors, 
now returned to civilian life, looking back on 
his military service. 

 

 

 

The officers that Majors served under included 
Col. Benjamin Cleveland (commander), Major 
Joseph Herndon, Captain Joel Lewis, Lt. 
Towson, and Ens. John Cleveland. During is 18 
months of service, he participated in a skirmish 
at Hanging Rock, the battle of King’s 
Mountain, and a skirmish at Shallow Ford on 
the Yadkin River. 

 

 

 

We are indeed very fortunate at the Caloosa Chapter to be a 
destination that offers a semi-tropical escape from the northern 
winters, along with many attractions that bring compatriots from all 
over the country to visit with us. Like Inventor Thomas Edison many 
years ago, Compatriot Sharp has been making his winter home the 
Fort Myers area on a regular basis. Compatriot Sharp is the Past 
President of the Anthony Halberstadt Chapter SAR in Fort Wayne and 
Past President of the Indiana Society of SAR. Many, like Sharp, 
maintain their connection with SAR by attending our meetings and 
contributing to our program activities. Thanks to all!  

Program presentation – One of Colonel Cleveland’s Bulldogs 
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The Battle of King’s Mountain was a pivotal point in the history 
of the American Revolution. Coming after a series of disasters 
and humiliations in the Carolinas, the surprising decisive victory 
at King’s Mountain was a great boost to Patriot morale. The battle 
lasted 65 minutes. The Loyalists suffered 290 killed, 163 
wounded, and 668 taken prisoner. The Patriot militia suffered 29 
killed and 58 wounded. Loyalist commander Major Patrick 
Ferguson was killed in the battle. The destruction of Ferguson’s 
command caused Lord Cornwallis to cancel his plans to invade 
North Carolina. He would not return until early in 1781 when he 
was chasing Nathaniel Greene after the Americans had dealt 
British forces another defeat at the Battle of Cowpens. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Wilkes County militia had skirmished near 
Camden at a place called Hanging Rock or Isle 
Rock on August 6, 1780. The first battle after 
Major’s enlistment was King’s Mountain on 
October 8, 1780 after which they took prisoners 
captured to Salem. They then went to Haw River 
in February 1781 to hookup with General Greene, 
followed by a skirmish at Shallow Ford. Thomas 
Majors left the service after the surrender of 
Cornwallis in October 1781. 
 
 

 
 
 
The battle was “kin against kin” lasting 65 
minutes. Ferguson’s second-in-command ordered 
his troops to surrender. Patriot militiamen, 
recalling the brutality against some of their 
comrades in past confrontation, fired into the 
ranks of unarmed Loyalists. After regaining 
control of the situation, men on both sides tended 
their wounded and buried their dead in shallow 
graves. Ferguson was buried on the battlefield not 
far from where he fell. His marked grave remains 
at King’s Mountain today. 
 

Incoming Chapter President Compatriot 
Dr. Russ Radcliffe, and his wife Mary, 
in a candid shot shortly before being 
installed as the new Chapter President. 
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As the presiding official at the meeting, I 
was pleased to present Compatriot 
Alexander Bruen “Sandy” Trevor with the 
SAR War Service Medal and certificate of 
membership in the FLSSAR Veterans 
Battalion. Compatriot Trevor served as an 
Army Lieutenant in Vietnam, earning the 
Bronze Star Medal during his tour of duty. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Last month we reported that the 
Caloosa Chapter had raised an 
additional $160 in donations through 
pre-selling chances on the gift baskets 
to be auctioned at the Board of 
Management (BOM). Our extra 
charity paid dividends by having five 
gift baskets being won by Caloosa 
members at the BOM Banquet.  
 
 
 

 
 
Compatriot Carl Sutphin was one of our 
members who was unable to attend the BOM in 
Orlando, yet won a basket at the drawing 
nonetheless. This process, unique to the Caloosa 
Chapter to this time, substantially increases the 
funds that are presented to the Ladies Auxiliary. 
This, in turn allows them to increase the size of 
awards presented to contestants like the 
Rumbaugh Oration winners shown on the next 
page.  

Other Program Matters – Awards and Gift Baskets 
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One of the final items on the agenda was to 
have a brief planning meeting of color guard 
members who would be marching in the 
Edison Festival of Lights Parade the 
following week. Part of the logistics plan was 
to figure out how to get from the end of the 
parade in the “River District” back to the 
starting point at the high school where cars 
would be left. 

 

 
 

 

The BOM Banquet included presentations of 
certificates and checks for the Rumbaugh Oration 
contestants. Competing students included Talia 
Fradkin (center, Palm Beach Chapter), and Renata 
Martins (right, Lake-Sumter Chapter). Not shown here 
was Benjamin Anthony (Saramana Chapter). 

Cash awards and certificates were presented for all 
three placing contestants by both the FLSSAR and the 
Ladies Auxiliary FLSSAR. The proceeds from fund-
raisers like the gift basket drawing add to the funds 
available for these awards. 

 

 

 

Colorguardsmen from across the State 
combine to form the Sons of Liberty 
Brigade which posts colors at the banquet. 
The variety of uniforms is quite likely 
representative of the Continental and 
militia forces during the American 
Revolution. 

 

 

FLSSAR Board of Management (BOM) Meeting 
Orlando – February 5 - 6 
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For first-place winner Talia Fradkin, this was her 
fourth and final competition at FLSSAR in the 
Rumbaugh Oration. She has twice previously 
advanced to represent Florida at the NSSAR 
Congress. Her topic, The Power of the Newspaper, 
was provocative and particularly timely in the 
Presidential election year. Talia will go on to 
competition at the national level at the 126th 
Congress in Boston this next July. We all hope that 
third time is the charm for her. Her future plans are 
to study to be a pediatric surgeon. 

 

 

 

Attending the BOM events provides an 
opportunity to rub elbows with leaders in the 
Florida Society and the National Society SAR. 
Here your Editor gets to shake hands with Past 
President General Lindsey Brock while (L to 
R) FLSSAR Color Guard Commander Charlie 
Day, Secretary General Mike Tommey, and 
Lake-Sumter Chapter President Ralph Nelson 
look on. 

 

 

 

The featured speaker at the banquet was 
Thomas Jefferson who regaled the audience 
with stories of the Founding Fathers and his 
own participation in the birth of America. 
More recently, after leaving office as the 3rd 
President of the United States, he now plays 
the role of Compatriot John Stewart and 
serves as Chaplain of the St. Petersburg 
Chapter and on several FLSSAR committees. 
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Black Powder Weapons Exercise 
Cecil Webb Range, Punta Gorda – February 2, 2016 

After being rained out on our first attempt on 
January 27th, we were able on February 2nd to 
have a half a day of training, familiarization, and 
shooting at the Cecil M. Webb Shooting Range in 
Punta Gorda. The range is a part of the Florida 
Parks system staffed by Park Rangers acting as 
safety officers. It is a popular spot with shooters, 
and sometimes it is necessary to wait for a turn on 
the firing line. Our black powder weapons drew 
the attention of many others at the range with the 
prodigious smoke, fire, and noise every time they 
were fired. 

It was, indeed, an educational process during 
which we fired two Brown Bess musket 
reproductions and one Kentucky rifle 
reproduction. We learned that even high 
humidity can be enough to cause mis-fires. 
Imagine how our 18th century ancestors were 
able to conduct effective combat operations 
with flintlocks under the adverse conditions 
they faced. Only blank charges were fired 
from the muskets, but Compatriot Sharp fired 
bullets from his rifle. 

Another part of the learning process was 
cleaning the weapons after a firing. Black 
powder guns are very dirty to handle and must 
be thoroughly cleaned after shooting. Most of 
the cleaning is done with hot water, but once 
clean they must be coated with oil to prevent 
rusting. The exercise was deemed a complete 
success and we look forward to repeating it 
again soon. We now feel confident in firing 
salutes at public events safely, when the 
opportunity presents itself. 
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  Edison Festival of Lights Grand Parade 
Fort Myers – February 20, 2016 

After a break of several years, the Light 
Horse Harry Lee Camp again participated 
in the Edison Festival of Lights Parade. Our 
unit included 6 members in Continental 
Army uniform, three in “Class B”, and 
three Ladies Auxiliary members. In this 
photo: Bob McGuire, Anne McGuire, 
Dwight Elam, Donna Sharp, Bill Sharp, 
and Randy Moody. Participating but not 
shown: Russ Radcliffe, Lewis Elliott, 
Joseph Kennedy, Daniel Wood, and Becky 
Elam. Donna and Anne were able to foray 
ahead and take numerous great photos 
(published elsewhere) of the parade. 

And a good time was had by all (and sore feet by at least some) after about a two mile march in 
front of hundreds of thousands of cheering spectators. A more in-depth story, including many more 
photos, has been submitted for publication in the Florida Patriot (FLSSAR magazine) and in the 
SAR Colorguardsman magazine. Our Facebook page also has many more pictures to see. The 
News-Press electronic edition has hundreds of photos of the event which may be accessed on-line. 
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Prior to his passing on February 13, 2016 in Texas, the George Washington 
Chapter of the Virginia Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) was to have 
presented on Saturday, March 26, 2016, the SAR's highest national award for 
public service to the Honorable Antonin Scalia, Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. The SAR Gold Good Citizenship Medal is 
awarded for outstanding and unusual patriotic achievement and service of 
national importance. Included among past recipients of the medal are former 
Presidents Truman, Ford, Carter, Reagan, and Bush. Past recipients at the 
Virginia gala have included former Secretary of Veterans Affairs General Eric 
Shinseki, two former Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (General Peter Pace 
and General Richard Meyers), former Attorney General Edwin Meese, and the 

late James C. Rees, President and CEO of George Washington's Mount Vernon. 

Justice Scalia was the longest-serving justice currently on the Court, and his judicial opinions and other 
written works have had a profound impact on American jurisprudence. He has been described as the 
intellectual anchor of the Court's conservative majority, and he has championed the principle that the 
ordinary meaning of the text of a statute is the best guide to interpreting the statute. In his book, A Matter of 
Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (1997), he defended his approach against those who would 
criticize it as “too hidebound to realize that new times require new laws,” arguing that judges – in contrast to 
the elected representatives of the people – “have no authority to ... write those new laws.” 

Through rigorous scholarship, clear writing and sometimes biting wit, Justice Scalia has made important 
contributions to the ongoing national debate over the meaning of the Constitution. Describing the originalist 
approach to interpreting to the Constitution, Justice Scalia has explained that “the Constitution has a static 
meaning which does not change from generation to generation.” Rejecting the living Constitution 
philosophy, which would allow judges and scholars “to update the Constitution according to their own 
preferences,” he has argued that such an approach has the inevitable effect of transferring power from the 
elected branches of government to the judiciary. Such an approach undermines the right of the people to 
govern themselves within the boundaries of the clear text of the Constitution that the people adopted and 
which may be amended by them at any time. 

President Ronald Regan nominated then Judge Scalia to the Supreme Court in 1986, and the Senate 
confirmed his nomination by a vote of 98 to 0. He had served as a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the D.C. Circuit since 1982. Prior to his judicial appointments, he had been a professor of law at the 
University of Chicago since 1977 and at the University of Virginia from 1967–1971. His previous positions 
in public service include Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsel (1974-77), Chairman 
of the Administrative Conference of the United States (1972-74) and general counsel of the White House's 
Office of Telecommunications Policy (1971-72). 

Justice Scalia was born in Trenton, New Jersey, March 11, 1936. He married Maureen McCarthy and has 
nine children. He received his A.B. from Georgetown University and the University of Fribourg, 
Switzerland, and his LL.B. from Harvard Law School. He was a Sheldon Fellow of Harvard University 
from 1960–1961. 

Through his judicial opinions and scholarship, he has spent most of his life honoring and extending the 
legacy of those American patriots who established the United States and gave us our Constitution, the Bill 
of Rights and an independent Supreme Court." 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

The 
Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 
of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of 
cavalry and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse 
Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known 

in the Continental Army’s history, 
and in 1780 Lee was given 
authorization to form a formal 
Legionary Corps. Many of the best 
soldiers from other units either 
volunteered or were specially 
invited to join its ranks. In 1780 
Lee was promoted to Lieutenant 
Colonel and on January 1, 1781 
the Legion was re-designated as 
the 2nd Partisan Corps, organized 

with 3 troops of horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was assigned to 
General Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color 
Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The 
variety of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask 
questions about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who 
come to meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as 
Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as 
well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at 
http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf . 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf�
mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 

Andrew Jackson – born March 15, 1767 

Revolutionary War Patriot, “Old Hickory” and the Seminole Wars, 
7th President of the United States 
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