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Volume X Issue VI Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution Newsletter       March 2015 

The Last Naval Battle of the American Revolution 
By Robert W. McGuire, Jr. 

Peace negotiations began in April 1782, and continued through the 
summer. The treaty was signed at the Hotel d'York in Paris on 
September 3, 1783 by John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay 
representing the Americans, and David Hartley and Richard Oswald 
representing the British. While it is rumored that Compatriot Albert 
Myers had facilitated the negotiations and was present for the signing of 
the agreement, the Internet and Facebook did not exist as yet, which 
explains the extended delays in the news of the final peace being 
reported in Europe and America. The unfinished painting by Benjamin 

West which omitted Dr. Myers and the British delegation had to suffice to memorialize the event. 

It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the hearts of the most serene and most potent Prince 
George the Third, by the grace of God, king of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, 
duke of Brunswick and Lunebourg, arch-treasurer and prince elector of the Holy Roman Empire etc., 
and of the United States of America, to forget all past misunderstandings and differences that have 
unhappily interrupted the good correspondence and friendship which they mutually wish to restore, and 
to establish such a beneficial and satisfactory intercourse , between the two countries upon the ground 
of reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience as may promote and secure to both perpetual peace 
and harmony; and having for this desirable end already laid the foundation of peace and 
reconciliation… 

Captain John Barry had left France on December 8, 1782 on his ship Alliance en 
route to Martinique where he had arrived on January 8, 1783. Boston newspapers 
had reported that a peace treaty had been signed in December 1782 although 
formal hostilities did not end until January 20, 1783 in Versailles. Upon his arrival 
in Martinique, Captain Barry received orders from Robert Morris to proceed to 
Havana to pick up “specie for Congress” which was to be delivered to 
Philadelphia. Upon his arrival in Havana Captain Barry found that the specie, 
72,000 Spanish milled dollars, had already been loaded aboard the Duc de Luzon 
under identical orders from Morris. Captain Barry and Captain John Green of the 
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Duc de Luzon agreed that they would convoy together to secure delivery of the cargo to Philadelphia. The 
Spanish and French were planning an assault on Jamaica and were being watched by the British who had also 
learned of the valuable cargo being carried by the Americans.  

The two American ships departed on March 6, 1783 and joined with the Spanish fleet for a time, but the 
following day broke from them and headed for the Gulf of Florida. After a consultation, Captain Green agreed 
to move the majority of the specie onto the faster Alliance. By this time, they were off the coast of what would 
be Fort Pierce, Florida. On the morning of March 10th, the British thirty-two gun frigate Alarm and the twenty-
eight gun frigate Sybil spotted the American ships and gave chase. Captain Green signaled the need to speak 
with Captain Barry, at which time Green claimed that the ships were merely privateers and could easily be 
taken by them. Barry disagreed, pointing out that the ships were clearly frigates and implored Green to lighten 
ship and make speed away. Despite Green completing this by casting all but his stern cannons into the sea, the 
British ships were closing rapidly. 

Captain Barry had spotted another ship to his southwest and (correctly) guessed that it was either a French or 
Spanish ship which would help him. Barry placed the Alliance between the Sybil and the Duc de Lauzan and 
unleashed the full firepower of his ship upon the Sybil. After over forty minutes of close fighting, the Sybil 
suffered severe damage, broke off, and fled back to the other British vessels. 

On March 11th, the American ships continued their journey northward without further encounters. On March 
18th the Duc de Lauzan became separated from the Alliance of the coast of Hatteras, and when the fog lifted the 
next morning Captain Barry spotted two British ships who gave chase. He used the greater speed of the Alliance 
to draw the vessels northward, allowing the slower Duc de Lauzon to sail safely into Philadelphia. The next day, 
March 20th, the Alliance sailed into Newport RI and a few days later news reached America that the peace treaty 
had been ratified on February 3, 1783. Thus, the last naval battle of the Revolutionary War had been fought and 
won off the coast of Florida, south of Cape Canaveral – sealing an American victory. 

The celebration of the Last Naval Battle of the American Revolution is sponsored by the Florida State Society, 
Sons of the American Revolution and is hosted by the Brevard Chapter SAR. The Cannon Monument 
sponsored by the Brevard Chapter, SAR, the Brevard County DAR, and the Cape Canaveral Navy League, was 
dedicated in 2008 at the Veteran’s Memorial Center on Merritt Island.  

At the annual celebration on this past March 7th, General George Washington explained to this writer that the 
cannon in the monument was one of those jettisoned by Captain Green from the Duc de Luzon in effort to 
escape from the British frigate Alarm not far from where we stood. “I 
cannot tell a lie” added Washington. I responded “Mr. President, you set a 
standard for truthfulness that few of your successors have even attempted 
to meet. I have heard that Captain Barry is regarded by many as the true 
father of the Navy, and not John Paul Jones as some claim.” Washington 
answered “There is no doubt that this honor belongs to Commodore Barry 
who stepped up once again after the Revolution when I signed his 
commission ‘Reg. No. 1’ and taking command of the new frigate United 
States  and a squadron of 10 ships protecting US ships from pirates and 
French depredations in the West Indies.” 
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Looking Ahead 
 

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
April    

6 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
8 Chapter Meeting Helm Club Hermione-LaFayette Project – 

Hove-Smith 
19 Battle of 

Lexington/Concord 
 1775 

20 Patriot’s Day  Boston  
May    

1-3 FLSSAR BOM Orlando FL Annual Meeting 
4 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

13 Chapter Meeting Helm Club NASA Presentation – Theiss 
16 Armed Forces Day   
25 Memorial Day   

June    
14 Flag Day   

26 to July 1 NSSAR 125th Congress Louisville KY  
July    

4 Independence Day   
August    
September    

3 Treaty of Paris 1783   
7 Labor Day   

14 Patriot Day   
17 Constitution Day   

25-26 NSSAR Fall Leadership Louisville KY  
October    

5 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
7 Battle of King’s Mountain, 

SC 
 1780 

12 Columbus Day   
14 Chapter Meeting Helm Club Program TBD 

23-25 FLSSAR BOM Orlando FL  
November    

2 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
3 Election Day   
 Pride & Patriotism BB Mann Ctr. Fort Myers 

11 Veterans Day / Chapter 
Meeting 

Helm Club Program TBD 

26 Thanksgiving   
December    

7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
9 Chapter Meeting Helm Club TBD 

25 Christmas   
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From Your Newsletter Editor 

Compatriots, 
 
Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. My goal is to publish issues 
monthly between October and May each year. 
Generally, an issue will be published shortly after 
each monthly meeting so if you have an item that 
relates to a particular date or event, please get me 
the information in sufficient time for me to fit it in. 
My email address is: rmcguire@slvx.com. Email 
remains our primary method of distributing the 
newsletter, and each month I try to update and make 
corrections to my two mailing lists. If you know of 
a member who is not receiving the Caloosa Patriot 
please let me know. I also have a separate email list 
for “Friends of Caloosa”. If you know of anyone 
who would like to be included on this list, simply 
send me their email address. 
 
This month I have featured a story about the last 
Naval Battle of the Revolution. My objective is to 
keep us in touch with the significant events that 
happened in our Florida history that were critical to 
the birth of our Nation and which remain relevant to 
our lives today. This month’s story about the father 
of the United States Navy and his performance at 
the final naval engagement during our long and 
bitter struggle against the greatest power in the 
world, followed by yet another struggle of our 
fledgling Country against pirates and great 
European powers, showed that American  
 
 

 
 
perseverance and individual talent could prevail 
against these odds. 
 
I am again asking that my Caloosa Chapter 
Compatriots take a little time to research and write 
a story of their own patriot ancestor’s contributions 
to the founding of the United States of America. 
Whether they led troops in battle or served as a 
fifer, were a member of the Continental Congress or 
served as a local government official, took an oath 
to support the revolution or simply provided 
material support, they were a part of the foundation 
of this country. I believe that you will find it 
personally rewarding to undertake this effort, and 
that as your story is published in this newsletter, we 
will all benefit from a better understanding of the 
contributions made by these first-generation 
Americans. Please keep your stories to 1½ to 2 
pages and include one or two graphics if possible. I 
would hope to include one such article in each issue 
of the Caloosa Patriot in this next year. 

The Florida Patriot is the newsletter of the 
FLSSAR, and is available through a button on their 
website – www.flssar.org. It is generally published 
four times a year, although notice is not necessarily 
given when a new issue is out. The Spring 2015 
issue includes coverage of activities of the Caloosa 
Chapter on page 14 and on page 17. 

Thank you. 

Bob McGuire

 
  

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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From the President 
Greetings 
Compatriots and 
Friends, 

Our last meeting 
focused on the Eagle 
Scout Scholarship 
program. Featured 
speakers were 
Compatriot Don 
Cahill the FLSSAR 
Eagle Scout program 
chairman, and Paul 
Dustin the Lee 

County Eagle Scout Coordinator. When he began 
his program Compatriot Cahill asked those who 
had been scouts in their youthful years to stand. 
Quite a few had been and he was quite pleased. 
Compatriot Cahill explained the procedures for 
Eagle Scouts to compete for scholarships at the 
state and national level. The scholarship at the state 
level is $5,000 and is now $10,000 at the national 
level. 
 
Paul Dustin explained the workings of the Eagle 
Scout program in Lee County. He is a non-paid 
volunteer and has been involved in scouting for 17 
years. He explained the procedures and steps that a 
scout needs to follow to complete the requirements 
for receiving the Eagle badge at a Court of Honor. 
It is evident that one needs to be motivated and 
dedicated to achieving this goal. Paul was awarded 
with a Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for his 
work in scouting. We also awarded a Certificate of 
Appreciation to Junior Member Daniel Wood for 
his presentation on the flags of the Revolutionary 
War to his scout troop. Daniel wore his scout 
uniform to the meeting. Compatriot Wood’s 
mother, Linda, also attended the program. 
 
On the 21st of March, our Chapter had a booth at 
the Lee County Reading Festival held in the 
Harborside Event Center in downtown Fort 

Myers. Our table was next to that of several of the 
DAR chapters, and we made quite a patriotic 
exhibit. Bob McGuire and John Jones wore their 
militia uniforms. We fielded a lot of questions, 
and I believe that we may have five potential new 
members as a result of our being there. The 
exposure to the public was very beneficial to us. It 
was also great to be working with the DAR ladies. 
Those attending felt that we should be present 
again next year.  
 
Most people who hear “DAR” know who they are, 
but they often do not know what “SAR” is. 
President General Lindsey Brock has appointed a 
national committee to look into the “branding” of 
the SAR. The initial committee report can be found 
on the website www.sar.org. I had the pleasure of 
attending the Spring Leadership/Trustee meeting in 
Louisville. I found it very informative and enjoyed 
meeting other Compatriots from around the United 
States.  
 
We inducted Compatriot Nathan Skupny into the 
Caloosa Chapter. His father, Dr. Curtis Skupny and 
mother Brenda, also attended the meeting. We had 
been trying since last July to complete this 
induction, but our meeting schedule and his work 
schedule were in conflict. 
 
Our April meeting will be an interesting one. Our 
featured speaker will be Brigitte van den Hove-
Smith, member of the board, Florida chairman, 
Friends of Hermione-LaFayette in America. Her 
topic will be the ship Hermione that brought 
Marquis De LaFayette to America to fight with 
General Washington in the American Revolution. 
The Hermione is a replica of the original vessel 
and she leaves France April 18 to visit the eastern 
seaboard in North America. 

Lee Matson 
President Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR 
Vice President Southwest Region FLSSAR 

  

http://www.sar.org/�
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2014-2015 

Left to right: 
Chapter President/FLSSAR SW Region VP Lee Matson 
FLSSAR Sr. VP Lawrence Fehrenbaker 
Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
Registrar/Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 
Secretary/Treasurer/Trustee John Jones 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Cmdr Randy Moody 

Not Shown: 
Sgt-at-Arms Richard Geib 
Member-at-Large Allen Brown 
Genealogist/Recording Secretary/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. As of January 1, 2015, a new campaign will create “The 1776 Society” to move 
forward with two primary purposes: the creation of the world class SAR museum, and the creation of the new 
NSSAR endowment fund. Within the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who 
have provided a NSSAR legacy bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR 
Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you recognition on 
the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible contributions that will be 
recognized with pins and medals. 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

Target Opening Date  

     - JULY 2015 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 

 
Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current 
activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your web 
browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to 
click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter programs 
and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the day of an 
event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and information. Send it 
to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire has developed a new web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a link on 
the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  You may 
also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: www.sar.org 
which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including a 2015 Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you are 
at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links to an 
archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

            

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Nota Bene 

Highlights of March EXCOM Meeting 
There are no highlights. It was determined that many of the ExCom members would be unavailable for a 
meeting that would have been scheduled on March 2nd. Also there was an assessment that Caloosa Chapter 
programs and activities were already pretty much established and not needing of further action by the Board 
before the regular March meeting. Therefore the March ExCom meeting was cancelled. 

This turned out to be a sound decision, and the regular monthly meeting of the Caloosa Chapter was 
successfully conducted on Saturday, 14 March 2015. The next regular scheduled meeting of the ExCom will be 
held on 6 April 2015 at the Southwest Military Museum and Library in Cape Coral. This meeting will be a 
luncheon beginning at 11:30 AM and will include a buffet-style meal at a cost of $7.50 per person. Everybody 
is welcome to attend. 

 

Ladies Auxiliary, FLSSAR 
Members of the Ladies Auxiliary from each of the Chapters prepare gift baskets for a fund-raising raffle at each 
BOM meeting. This time, Elizabeth Moore will be taking the lead and be assisted by Anne McGuire in creating 
the Caloosa Chapter basket. At the February Chapter meeting, gift baskets were pre-raffled for chances at the 
drawing at the Winter BOM. This allows Caloosa Chapter members to participate in the drawing at the BOM 
banquet, even though they may not be able to attend in person. Not only did this raise $65 in additional funds 
for the Ladies Auxiliary, but also Compatriot Moore and Elizabeth won a basket that had been donated by 
NSSAR First Lady Billie Brock. We will showcase our Caloosa basket and provide an opportunity for members 
to participate in the Spring BOM raffle at our next meeting on April 8th so bring along your extra cash. 

 

 

NSSAR Congress 

2015  The 125th Congress will be held at the Galt House, Louisville KY from Saturday June 27 through 
Wednesday July 1, 2015. Remember NSSAR Headquarters and Museum are located in Louisville. The host 
state, Kentucky, in conjunction with NSSAR will offer exclusive tours of local attractions and historic sites as 
well as enjoyable social gatherings for meals and conversation with members, their spouses, and friends. 

2016  The 126th NSSAR Annual Congress will be held in Boston, MA. 
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SAR / DAR Festival Participants 
The Caloosa Chapter SAR joined with several local 
chapters of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution as exhibitors at the 16th Annual SW 
Florida Reading Festival held at the Harborside 
Event Center in Fort Myers on March 21, 2015. The 
event, sponsored by the Lee County Library System, 
attracts thousands of visitors each year. This 
provided an opportunity for broad public exposure 
while supporting the patriotic, historical, and 
educational purposes of our organizations. 

The adjoining booths which were staffed by 
volunteers from the SAR and DAR were located 
diagonally across from the Lee County Library 
Genealogy Department and the Lee County 
Genealogical Society providing a synergy of interests 
and resources supporting these organizations and 
enhancing the experience of members of the public 
who visited the exhibits. 

 

We were able to discuss qualifications for 
membership and explain the application process to a 
number of prospective new members, some of 
whom who have already followed up with calls and 
requests for application forms. 

 

Our eye catching booth included handouts, a slide 
show, and a collage of the Chapter’s recent community 
activities along with President Lee Matson and Vice-
president Russ Radcliffe in “Class B” uniform and 
Compatriots Bob McGuire and John Jones in militia 
uniform. Also popular – a candy dish – which attracted 
many youthful visitors.  
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The event, which ran from 10:00 AM to 4:00 
PM attracted a fairly steady flow of visitors 
throughout the day, with periodic surges 
following the conclusion of author presentations. 
The program included presentations and book 
signings by nationally acclaimed authors as well 
as others who were earlier in their writing 
careers. Programs were tailored for adult, young 
adult, and children audiences. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Available WiFi Internet connections in the Event 
Center allowed both SAR and DAR volunteers to 
conduct on-line, real time research in various data 
bases. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
An opening gambit was sometimes “Good 
morning, do you have an ancestor who was a 
Revolutionary War patriot?” Somewhat 
surprisingly, the response was often something 
like “Yes, my mother was in the DAR”. 
 
It often happened that as we talked with 
individuals interested in SAR membership that 
they would have sons, daughters, and other 
family members who might be interested in SAR 
or DAR. We were able to refer the ladies directly 
to the DAR booth, and they did the same for us.  
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Our Calendar of Events 
Helm Club at the Landings Yacht Golf and Tennis Club 

4420 Flagship Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
(off McGregor Blvd first light South of College Pkwy) 

 

Meetings are held Monthly on the 2nd Wednesday 
October through May 

The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 
Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Since we started meeting at the Helm Club in the Fall of 2013, the kitchen and wait staff have consistently presented 
delicious meals at our meetings in an attractive and comfortable setting. Meetings are also an opportunity to spend time 

with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. While 
a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country 
who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot VP Russell Radcliffe at 
russradcliffe@gmail.com, call (239) 949-6620 or mail  

20455 Wildcat Run Drive, Estero FL 33928 
Please info-copy Compatriot John Jones – john.jones.2009@comcast.net 

2015 Program Schedule 
April 8th  Hermione-Lafayette 2015 Project presentation by Brigitte van den 

Hove-Smith 
May 13th   Presentation about NASA by Compatriot Hal Theiss 

 
Summer Break – June through September 

mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
mailto:john.jones.2009@comcast.net�
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In Memoriam  

and New Members Inducted 

David Ness (1941 to 2015) 
We learned from his daughter, Michele Tyson, that past Caloosa Chapter member David Ness had passed away 
on March 2, 2015. Formerly of Columbia, SC David Ness moved to Fort Myers in 2010. Compatriot Ness was 
the grandfather of Caloosa Chapter Junior Member Pierce Wells Tyson. We offer our condolences to the family 
of Compatriot David Ness. 

 

Nathan Curtis Skupny Inducted 

We were finally able to induct Compatriot Nathan Skupny 
whose application had been approved by NSSAR on July 
24, 2014 and who had been unable to attend a Caloosa 
Chapter meeting over all of those months because of his 
demanding work schedule. Compatriot Skupny, a recent 
graduate of Florida State University, had to deal with the 
reality that his employer expected him to actually work 
during the regular work-day and not take two or two and a 
half hour lunch breaks in the middle of the day. Oh, how 
can we, who are so much more flexible through our 
retirements, forget the basics of earning one’s living? 

Fortunately, we at the Caloosa Chapter were able to schedule a meeting on 
a weekend when “normal” people are not expected to work. We were very 
happy to have Nathan and his parents join us for this important celebration 
of his induction into the Sons of the American Revolution. 

Compatriot Skupny’s patriot ancestor (through his DAR-member mother’s 
lineage) is Joseph Kester who was a Private in the Virginia Militia. He 
originally enlisted in 1780 and served three months in Capt. George 
Biddle’s Company. He enlisted again in 1781 and served as a Private in 
Capt. George Huston’s Company. He marched from Augusta County VA 
to Richmond, then to Hot Water where he was in an engagement. 
Afterwards he went to Petersburg where he was discharged about two 
weeks before the surrender of Lord Cornwallis. His total service was six 
months, twenty days. 

Compatriot Skupny’s parents proudly watch the induction of their son into 
the Caloosa Chapter, Florida Society, Sons of the American Revolution. 
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings 

March 14th Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Call to Order and Opening 

President Matson convened the meeting with the 
usual opening ceremonies which included the 
Pledge of Allegiance, The American’s Creed and 
the SAR Pledge. Members attending the meetings 
are well advised to check the printed programs 
which are distributed to the tables, as one may find 
that their name is listed as leading one of these 
recitations. 

Meet and Greet 

This time provides enables prospective 
new members to mingle and chat with 
Chapter members and officers. 

Before Lunch 

Before the meal and program presentation, 
there is an opportunity to socialize with 
compatriots and guests in attendance. 
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Awards and Recognition 

Carolyn Ford received a certificate of 
appreciation for her “first person” talk on 
her Patriot Ancestor. 

The Chapter also presented books to the 
genealogy collection of the Lee County 
Library System. 

President Matson explains the symbolism and 
significance of the SAR membership medal, and 
the expectation placed upon members. As 
Chapter President, he asks the applicant to 
reaffirm his ancestor’s faith in the principles of 
liberty and our Constitution, and to pledge his 
support of the National and State Society as 
well as his Chapter. 

 

Compatriot Allen Brown received the 
Roger Sherman Medal for outstanding 
contributions to the Chapter. The award 
criteria is explained on page 17 of this 
newsletter. 

President Matson explained that the SAR Badge consists of a Maltese 
cross, the same size as the Chevalier’s Cross of the Legion of Honor in 
France. This cross draws its inspiration from the Cross of St Louis in 
France. In choosing the cross, the National Society intended to recognize 
the French contribution to American independence. The principles of 
freedom and justice, for which the Knights of St. John crusaded, paralleled 
the principles our Patriot forefather pledged themselves to when seeking 
independence from Great Britain. 

Compatriot Don Cahill is the Chairman of the 
FLSSAR Eagle Scout Scholarship Program. He 
explained how Eagle Scouts compete for 
scholarships ranging from $5,000 at the State 
level to $10,000 at the National level. He opened 
by asking how many present had been scouts in 
their youth. Well over three quarters of the men 
present stood in response. 

As the program moves into the main presentation, 
Mrs. Betty Jones (DAR Member & Compatriot John 
Jones’s wife); Mrs. Linda Wood (DAR member & 
Compatriot Daniel Wood III mother); Junior 
Member Wood, and prospective member Lewis 
Elliott listen to the introduction of Compatriot Don 
Cahill from the Naples Chapter, FLSSR. 
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The Caloosa Chapter presented the Military 
Service Medal to Compatriot Edward Michael 
“Mike” Buff who was recently inducted into 
the Chapter. Mike was a member of the US 
Army Old Guard stationed at Ft. Myer adjacent 
to Arlington National Cemetery. In a span of 
twelve months, he participated in the funerals 
of President John F. Kennedy, General 
Douglas McArthur, and President Herbert 
Hoover. 

Compatriot Junior Member Daniel 
Wood, who attended in uniform, was 
awarded a Certificate of Appreciation for 
his presentation on the flags of the 
Revolutionary War that he made to his 
scout troop. 

Also participating in the presentation on the 
Eagle Scout program was Paul Dustin who is 
the Lee County Eagle Scout Coordinator. Paul 
is a volunteer with over 17 year’s involvement 
in the program. He explained the procedures 
that a scout needs to complete before 
receiving the Eagle Scout badge at a Court of 
Honor. The Chapter awarded Paul the Bronze 
Good Citizenship Medal for his work in 
scouting. 
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Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp 
There are plenty of opportunities to put on a uniform and support the Chapter in community events. I hope that 
members will consider joining the color guard, and I will be happy to assist if I can. I am sure that other current 
members of the Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp will answer questions and provide advice as well. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Color Guard or have questions about it, contact the Florida Sons of Liberty 
Brigade Commander who is also Caloosa Chapter’s Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at 
sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

A call to arms! No, the British aren’t coming, but we still need to march to the alarm. The public appearances of 
the Color Guard are an excellent recruiting opportunity while educating the public. In addition, the Color Guard 
adds pageantry to Chapter and Society meetings while respecting the sacrifices of our patriot ancestors. A basic 
militia uniform consists of the following: 

• A hat – either tricorn or round 
• A hunting shirt 
• A white or checkered shirt 
• Long britches or fall-front trousers 
• Shoes (not necessarily buckle, since long pants will cover the buckle area 

All of these items are readily available from various vendors – approximate costs: hunting shirt@$55; white 
shirt@$45; trousers@$85. Total without hat or shoes, less than $200. Hats are a wide range of prices from 
about $75 to more than $200. The Chapter has a “loaner” tricorn hat to get you started. Don’t put it off, act 
NOW! 

  

mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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Last Naval Battle of the American Revolution 
8th Annual Celebration 

 
The story of the battle off the coast of Florida between American 
ships Alliance and Duc de Lauzon, and several British ships 
pursuing them on March 10, 1783 is covered in the lead article of 
this issue. This is the story of the celebration of the naval battle 
along with the contributions of Captain John Barry who, after the 
conclusion of the war, continued for two decades to serve the 
United States in various capacities including commander of all 
naval forces, earning him the title of “father of the American 
Navy”. 

 
Beginning in 2007 with the unveiling of the Florida Historic Marker, sponsored by the Florida Society, Sons of 
the American Revolution, FLSSAR has celebrated this event which is held at the Veteran’s Memorial Center on 
Merritt Island. Members of the SONS, DAUGHTERS, and CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
gather for the celebration which includes a parade of color guard units and a wreath laying ceremony. The event 
is sponsored by the Brevard Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution; Brevard County, Daughters of the 
American Revolution; and the Cape Canaveral Navy League. Others participating include the United States 
Coast Guard, the Coast Guard Auxiliary, the Naval Sea Cadets, and the Sons and the Daughters of Confederate 
Veterans.

  

The Florida Sons of Liberty Brigade Color 
Guard, consisting of color guard units from 
FLSSAR chapters, formed up and 
participated in the posting of the colors 
followed by a short parade. 
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  Compatriots Hall Riediger and Chuck 
McKinley posted the Florida Society Colors 
to open the event. It was a cold, blustery, and 
cloudy morning which threatened to 
contribute rain on the parade. Fortunately, 
there was no rain. 

Anne McGuire wore multiple (figurative) hats at the event.  
She represented the Lawrence Kearny Chapter of the DAR where 
she is Vice Regent, and the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR Ladies 
Auxiliary by laying a wreath that was presented by both 
organizations on the Cannon Monument. 

After the ceremony, a “photo op” was held 
amongst the many wreaths for all of the 
costumed ladies and gentlemen of the 
FLSSAR who participated. 

The wreath, donated by the Kearny Chapter 
DAR and the Caloosa Chapter SAR, was 
purchased at the local Cocoa Beach Florist. It 
was seemingly the only fresh-flower wreath 
presented as the others were gathered up by 
the presenters at the conclusion for 
“recycling”. 
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Sons of the American Revolution Medals 
Your chapter presents medals and awards to both members and non-members for achievements in various areas.  
There are requirements established for awarding the various medals.  I thought that it would be interesting for 
you to understand the requirements for these medals. The requirements are from the National Society SAR 
website.   I’ve also included a picture of the medal.   
 
Lee Matson 

 

Eagle Scout Medal 

Your Chapter has presented several Eagle Scouts with certificates and patches in the past 
couple of years. We are now becoming more active in recognizing the new Eagles at their 
Courts of Honor. To this end, I thought it appropriate to discuss the Eagle Scout Medal as the 
next medal in this series 
 
The Eagle Scout Medal may be awarded annually to the Eagle Scout who is the winner of the 
Chapter’s Eagle Scout Scholarship Competition. An Eagle Scout may receive this medal 
multiple times if he competes in and wins his Chapter’s scholarship competition in subsequent 
years. Presentation and wear of oak leaf clusters shall follow NSSAR Policy. 
 
The medal for Chapter use is bronze in color and is identical to the Bronze Good Citizenship 
Medal with the exception that the words “Eagle Scout” are inscribed at the bottom of the obverse side. It does 
not have specific certificate but may be accompanied by an Eagle Scout Certificate of Recognition. The medal 
is not available in miniature. 
 

The Arthur M. and Barbara King Eagle Scout Scholarship Contest 
 
Open to all Eagle Scouts who are currently registered in an active unit and have not reached their 19th birthday 
during the year of application (The application year is the calendar year 01 January to 31 December). The year 
that the Eagle rank was awarded is  not restricted. 
 
College plans do not have to be completed in order to receive the cash scholarship. Three cash scholarships are 
given. As the National First Place Winner - $10,000; Runner-up - $5,000; 2nd Runner-up - $3,000. You may 
apply more than one year if you meet the age requirements but no more than $10,000 may be granted to any one 
Eagle Scout. Prizes and recognitions may also be awarded at the Chapter and State levels. 
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The Board of Management exercises management and control over the Florida Society, and meets three times a 
year commencing with the Annual Meeting which is also the Spring Meeting. All members of the FLSSAR are 
welcome to attend the BOM meetings, as are their ladies. During the Annual Meeting, the election of officers is 
conducted along with acting on other business as is properly before the Board. 
 
Individuals who are interested in attending the Spring BOM and Annual Meeting should visit the FLSSAR 
website and click on the “BOM” Tab. The meal reservation form should be sent to Steve Williams on or before 
April 25, 2015. Lodgings reservations should be made directly with the Florida Hotel as instructed. The 
schedule for the Spring 2015 BOM meeting is below:  

FLSSAR BOM 2015 Spring Meeting 
 



22 
 

 

The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their 
sacrifice, established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the 

principles of liberty and our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves 
to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recessional 
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, 

who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent 
Supreme Court and a nation of free men. 
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