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Vol. XII Issue III Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution Newsletter January 2018           

  Douglas Harold Parker III- Newsletter Editor              

From the President  
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

I was looking forward to our January meeting, the installation of officers 

for the 2018 term, and to receiving the Caloosa Chapter gavel, symbolic 

of the office of President, from Compatriot Radcliffe, who had served the 

Chapter well for the past two years. Alas, this was not to be, as Russ 

passed along the gavel and other artifacts to me just two days before his 

death. It has been my great honor and privilege to call Russ “Compatriot” 

and to have served with him as his Vice-President during that time. 

We will still conduct the installation ceremony at our January meeting and 

after the swearing of officers by RVP Lee Matson who will be the 

installing officers, I will accept the gavel from him and commence my 

term as the elected President of the Caloosa Chapter. My focus will be to 

continue to grow the chapter through recruiting and retention of members. 

Enhancing both of these efforts will be community involvement, 

interesting and enjoyable meetings, and encouraging members to participate in SAR activities at the Chapter, 

State, and National levels. We have many very talented men in our chapter and it is encouraging to see their 

willingness to take on active roles as officers, committee members, color guardsmen, and other important tasks. 

The Caloosa Chapter has more members that attend the Board of Management meetings of the Florida Society, 

based upon our size, than any of the other 34 chapters in FLSSAR. We regularly send representatives to 

Congress and Leadership meetings. I’ve found these to be personally rewarding experiences as I get to know 

compatriots from other parts of the state and the country. 

Our January meeting promises to be a memorable one, as we renew our rituals, memorialize our departed 

compatriot, present some awards, and enjoy the presentation of renowned Dr. Roger Smith. On February 3
rd

, the 

BOM will conduct the annual Rumbaugh Oration contest in Kissimmee combined with an abbreviated business 

meeting. This mid-winter BOM has been reduced to a single day in an effort to reduce the cost of attendance 

since many will be able to make it a “day trip” and avoid hotel and meal expenses. Less than three weeks later, 

we will have our grand Washington’s Birthday and 45
th

 Charter anniversary Gala. We are looking for a big 

turnout for this Black Tie evening affair. Don’t miss it, details will follow soon. 

Robert W. McGuire, Jr.,  

Caloosa Chapter President 

PATRIOT
CALOOSA 
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In Memoriam 

 

Russel V. Radcliffe, MD 
 

Russell Vernon Radcliffe, MD, died peacefully at home at 

age 75 in Estero, FL on December 15, 2017, with his 

loving wife Mary by his side, holding his hand until the 

end. He battled courageously for years against a recurring 

case of cancer and lived 10 years longer than anyone with 

his particular condition ever has. He fought valiantly until 

the end and he made the most of his remaining time with 

family while still here. 

Born in Washington DC on November 14, 1942, a son of 

the late Robert V. and Emily (Brady) Radcliffe, Russell 

grew up in Maryland and then Stamford, CT before 

earning a biology degree at Johns Hopkins University in 

1964.  He then earned his medical degree at Temple 

School of Medicine in 1968. After medical school, Russell 

voluntarily enlisted in the US Army for two years, rising 

to the rank of Captain. Upon finishing his residency at the 

University of Vermont in 1974, Dr. Radcliffe served as a 

Radiologist at CMMC in Lewiston, ME for 40 years and served as the President of the Maine Medical 

Association in 1996-97.  

He filled his spare time with countless hobbies, including skiing, golfing, cycling, tennis, piano, guitar, 

scuba, canoeing, photography, genealogy and travel, as well as car racing which led to him being a 

Nationally Certified Driving Instructor with Porsche Club of America for ten years.  

During his final years he proudly became a leading member of the Sons of the American Revolution 

(SAR) organization, serving as its Florida Caloosa Chapter President in 2016-17. Russ joined the 

Caloosa Chapter on May 23, 2012 through ancestor Andrew Corsa. He served as Caloosa Vice 

President from 2013 to 2016. He also served as Member and Chairman of the FLSSAR Rumbaugh 

Orations Contest 2017 to present. 

In addition to his loving wife Mary, he leaves behind his three sons, Mark, Brent and Nathan, step-

daughter Michelle, two daughters-in-law, Lauren and Elizabeth, as well as two doctorate siblings, 

brother Robert and sister Carol, who was also with him in his final days.  

Russ will be remembered dearly for his kindness, generosity and enthusiasm for life by his friends, 

family, colleagues, and countless patients from his career in medicine. 
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Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 

January 2018    

1 New Year’s Day   

8 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 

10 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Installation of Officers 

February    

 3 Winter BOM Kissimmee, FL Rumbaugh Contest 

17 Edison FOL Parade Ft. Myers  

22 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Washington B’Day Gala 

March    

1-4 Spring Leadership Louisville, KY  

5 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 

10 Last Naval Battle Merritt Island, FL National CG Event 

14 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford  

April    

2 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 

7 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville, FL National CG Event 

14 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Saturday Meeting 

May    

7 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 

9 Chapter Meeting  Marina @ Edison Ford  

18-20 Spring BOM Kissimmee, FL Annual  Meeting 

26-28 Memorial Day Observances Ft. Myers and Cape Coral  
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 

The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 

to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 

25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 

complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 

world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 

independence everywhere. Having raised over $12 million to date, another $10 million is needed to complete 

the opening of a gallery, library, education center and offices for 809 Main Street, Louisville, Kentucky. Within 

the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who have provided a NSSAR legacy 

bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 

recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 

contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

  

http://www.sarfoundation.org/
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Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR 
Annual Meeting December 13, 2017 

Pinchers at the Marina at Edison Ford 
 

The meeting was called to order at 11:45am by Immediate Past President Lee Matson. Secretary James Stone confirmed 
the presence of a quorum of the membership. 

The Invocation was given by Chaplain Randy Moody. 

The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Color Guard presented the colors, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by 
Compatriot Dennis Gayle, The American's Creed led by Compatriot Wesley Higgins and the SAR Pledge led by Compatriot 
Joseph Lundquist. 

Vice-President Robert McGuire presided over the balance of the meeting. 

A motion was made by Compatriot James Stone on behalf of the Bylaws Committee to amend the Caloosa Chapter 
Bylaws as follows: ARTICLE III – Officers, Section 1 – General, to be amended by adding two officers to the listing as 
follows: "a Second Vice President" listed after the Vice President, and an "Assistant Registrar" listed after the 
Registrar. The motion was approved.  

The Nominating Committee Report was presented by Compatriot Lee Matson. The following compatriots were 
nominated for the positions as listed: 

President                     LTC (Ret) Robert Williams McGuire, Jr. 
Vice-President            Edward Michael Buff 
2nd Vice-President     Vacant 
Secretary                      James Durward Stone 
Treasurer                      Rev. Dwight Donald Elam 
Registrar                       Dr. Ronald Lee Peck 
Assistant Registrar     Douglas Grahame Walsh 
Genealogist                  Dr. Albert Edwin Myers 
Historian                       Dr. Wesley Ervin Higgins 
Chaplain                        Rev. Dr. Randy Dwight Moody 
Sergeant-at-Arms        Lewis Sherwood Elliott 
Member-at-Large        Dr. Kenneth Ambrose Tabler 

 

Compatriot Randy Moody moved that nominations be closed for all positions with one nominee and that the 
nominees be elected to the respective positions. After a second by Compatriot Albert Myers the motions were 
approved. 

President-Elect Robert McGuire called for nominees from the floor for Second Vice President. None were received. 
The position will be filled by the Executive Committee. 

Compatriot Alan Crippen was inducted as a member of SAR. His patriot ancestor is Roswell Crippen. 

The following awards were presented by Awards Committee Chairman Randy Moody on behalf of President Radcliffe: 
Certificate of Appreciation to Carl F. Sutphin; Bronze Roger Sherman Medals to Edward M. Buff, Earl W. Kennedy and 
Lewis S. Elliott; Meritorious Service Medal to Randy D. Moody; Distinguished Service Medal to Robert W. McGuire, Jr.; 
Lydia Darragh Medal to Mary Radcliffe. 

President-Elect McGuire introduced our speaker Dr. Benjamin Franklin as portrayed by Compatriot Don Green of 
Orlando. 

A motion to adjourn was approved followed by the Benediction by Compatriot Dwight Elam. 
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2017 Caloosa Chapter Medals and Awards 

Certificate of Appreciation 

      Compatriot Carl Fenimore Sutphin 

The Certificate of Appreciation, authorized in 1987, can be used by any SAR organization of service members. 

 

Bronze Roger Sherman Medal 

Compatriot Edward Buff, Compatriot Earl Wayne Kennedy, and Compatriot Lewis 

Sherwood Elliott 

The Bronze Roger Sherman Medal may be awarded to a compatriot in recognition of, and in 

appreciation of, outstanding services rendered to a Chapter. The Medal is presented to a 

compatriot for significant service which lacks the requirements for the Meritorious Service 

Medal. The recipient must have served as an active officer for a minimum of two years, as an 

active committee chairman for three years, or as an active member of a committee for four 

years. A compatriot may receive this Medal multiple times. A bronze oak leaf cluster may be 

awarded for an additional two years of active service as an officer, chairman, or 

committeeman. The service is counted cumulatively rather than consecutively, and may not 

be added concurrently for multiple offices, committee chairmanships, or committee 

memberships.  

 

Chapter Meritorious Service Medal 

Randy Dwight Moody 

The Chapter Meritorious Service Medal may be awarded to SAR members who have 

rendered long, faithful and meritorious service to their chapter. The meritorious service 

rendered should be stated in the citation. Although a member may receive the award 

multiple times from the National Society, and once from each of a district, a state society or 

a chapter, only one Meritorious Service Medal is worn. Once a member has received the 

Meritorious Service Medal, subsequent awards by additional conferring authorities are 

represented by oak leaf clusters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Distinguished Service Medal 

Robert Williams McGuire, Jr. 

The Chapter Medal of Distinguished Service is the highest medal that can be awarded by a 

Chapter President. The Chapter President presents this Medal at his discretion; no other 

approval is required. A Compatriot may receive this medal only once.  
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 

2017 

Left to right: 

Past President/Trustee - Lee Matson 

President/Trustee - Russ Radcliffe 

Vice-President/Registrar/Color Guard Commander/Webmaster –  

Bob McGuire 

Genealogist - Albert Myers 

Chaplain - Randy Moody 

Treasurer/Trustee - Mike Buff 

Secretary - Jim Stone 

Sergeant-at-Arms - Tom Veal 

Member-at-Large - Lewis Elliott 
 

Historian – Wes Higgins 
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 

current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 

web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 

able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 

programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 

day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 

information. Send it to albert1705@gmail.com  

 

Web Page 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter that is now available directly 

from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a link on the 

Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  You may 

also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: www.sar.org 

which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 

important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out send Bob your 

ideas for additions and improvements rmcguire@slvx.com 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 

information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 

to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
http://www.caloosasar.org/
http://www.caloosasar.com/
http://www.flssar.org/
http://www.sar.org/
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First Charter Night Banquet 

Presentation February 22, 1973 

The President of the United States and Mrs. Washington request the Pleasure 
of your Company for the Washington’s Birthday and the 45th Year Caloosa 
Charter Gala Celebration at the Marina at Edison Ford – Pinchers 

in historic Fort Myers, Florida. 
2360 West 1st Street, Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

Thursday Evening, February 22, 2018 – Black Tie optional 

The cost of the evening of $40 will help raise funds to support the Caloosa Chapter to sponsor an 

Honoree and a Guardian for an Honor Flight. This will be augmented with drawings for valuable gifts. 

Cocktail Hour 6:00 to 7:00 PM 

Posting of Colors by the General Light Horse Harry Lee Camp 

 Honoring our Flag 

 Remembering Our POW’s & MIA’s 

 Welcoming Our Distinguished Guests 

 Traditional Toasts 

Dinner is Served 7:30 PM 

Baked Virginia Ham, sweet potatoes, asparagus, Crème Brulee 

A brief history of 45 years of the Caloosa Chapter, Florida Society, Sons of the American 

Revolution. 

Remarks by General Washington and First Lady Martha § “Memorable Birthdays” § 

Retiring of Colors 

Adjournment 9:30 PM 

Attire: Ladies - Cocktail dress, formal gown or period dress 

Gentlemen - Military dress formal, Black tie, Tuxedo, or period uniform 

 
Reservations to James Stone, 9331 Aviano Drive, Ft. Myers, FL 33913-8194 

George Washington 

Born February 22, 1732 
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The General and I are so happy that you will 

join us on his birthday and celebrate 45 years of 

the Caloosa Chapter’s service in Lee County. 

This is also a major fund-raising event for the 

Caloosa Chapter to enable them to salute our 

veterans by sponsoring an honoree and a 

guardian on an upcoming Southwest Florida 

Honor Flight. Please complete and return this 

reservation form and send it along with your 

check. Space is limited, so do not delay! 

 

Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR 
Invites you to our Fund Raising Event and Celebration on Thursday, February 

22, 2018 Gala Evening, Dinner and Program 

$40 per person 

The Marina at Edison Ford – 

Pinchers 2360 West 1st St., Ft. 

Myers FL 33901 

RSVP by Feb 9th with check made out to Caloosa Chapter SAR. 

Send to: James Stone, 9331 Aviano Drive, Ft. Myers, FL 33913-8194. 

 
Name   Phone   

 

Name of guest   

 

Name of guest   
 

Total number attending   @ $40 each 
 

Additional donation for Caloosa SAR Honor Flight Fund 
 

Diet Restrictions   

 
Questions 

 

Robert McGuire (239) 542-0068 / rmcguire@slvx.com 
 

Edward “Mike” Buff (239) 728-3422 / ebuff0723@aol.com 

James Stone (239) 768-2170 / jim5176@hotmail.com 

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com
mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com
mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com
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Our Calendar of Events 

The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1
st
 Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2
nd

 

Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 

comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 

with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendants of patriots of the American Revolution. 

While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 

represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 

country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Jim Stone -   jim5176@hotmail.com  

 

Please info-copy: Mike Buff - ebuff0723@aol.com 

2017 – 2018 Program Schedule 

January 10, 2018 – The 14
th

 Colony – Compatriot Dr. Roger Smith & Installation of Officers 

February 22 – Thursday Evening Gala celebrating Washington’s Birthday & 45
th

 Charter Day with George 

and Martha Washington 

March 14 – The “Fort” in Fort Myers – Compatriot Hank Hendry 

April 14 (Saturday) – Scouts – Compatriot Dwight Elam 

May 9 – First Responder Awards 

 

mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com
mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 13 Annual Meeting  

Lewis Elliott, Clif Nivison, Barbara Nivison, Sherrie 

Higgins, Wes Higgins, Dennis Gayle 
Members and guests socializing before the meeting 

Georgette and Joe Lindquist 
Gathering before the meeting 

 

Rum and Vodka  

(raised $210) baskets. 

Money raised is to 

support Honor Flights 
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Members of the Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard 

presenting Arms 

Past President Lee Matson convenes the meeting 

VP LTC Robert McGuire presides in the 

absence of President Radcliffe 

Compatriot Alan Crippen showing his membership 

certificate 

Bronze Roger Sherman Medal awardees to Buff & Elliott 
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Compatriot Moody awards self the Meritorious 

Service Medal 

Dr. Benjamin Franklin speaking (Compatriot Don 

Green) 

Compatriot Ron Peck receives the Florida 

Society Veterans Battalion certificate. He 

was also awarded a Vietnam Veteran 

lapel pin 

Sherrie & Wes Higgins, winners of the Rum 

basket 

Propective Member 

William Branthoover 

won the Vodka basket 
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Wreaths Across America 

 

December 16, 2017 
 

Wreaths Across America is a National program involving over 1000 locations (cemeteries, monuments, and 

memorials) with 24 locations on foreign soil. The event in Cape Coral is unique as in 2009 this was designated 

as the 1
st
 “Floating Location” where we honor military lost/buried at sea.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American 

Revolution and its Light Horse Harry Lee Camp 

participated in the Wreaths Across America 

program held on December 16, 2017 at Tarpon 

Point in Cape Coral. This event was held to 

honor military veterans who were lost or 

buried at sea 

Guns and Hoses band (cops & firefighters) 

participate in the event 

A Gold Star mother and escort receive a 

wreath to take aboard the boat 

The service continued afloat in the Gulf of Mexico 

with the casting of the wreath upon the water 
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DAR Color Guard Ceremony 

December 19 Lawrence Kearny DAR meeting 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Mike Buff gave a wonderful presentation 

about his unit, the 3
rd

 Infantry Regiment known as 

the “Old Guard.” Following his remarks the video, 

“The Big Picture” was shown 

Compatriot Elliott checking the program at the beginning 

of the meeting 

Caloosa color guard (L to R: Bob McGuire and Lewis Elliott) along 

with DAR member Lilian Schick, posted colors at the beginning of 

their meeting 

Bob McGuire presenting a certificate of 

appreciation to the Lawrence Kearny DAR 

Chapter (received by Lilian) for being our 

partner in the FSW Liberty Tree dedication. 

Bob also gave comments about the Liberty 

Tree, history and the SAR program today 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak of 

the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of cavalry and 

infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet 

of “Light Horse Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one of 

the best-known in the Continental Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was 

given authorization to form a formal 

Legionary Corps. Many of the best 

soldiers from other units either 

volunteered or were specially invited 

to join its ranks. In 1780 Lee was 

promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and 

on January 1, 1781 the Legion was 

redesignated as the 2
nd

 Partisan 

Corps, organized with 3 troops of 

horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was 

assigned to General Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color 

Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety 

of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions 

about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to 

meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-

era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional 

and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light 

Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com. 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court , and a 

nation of free men. 


