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Corporal Jonathan Shafter Skinner – Connecticut Militia                  
By Stanley M. Parmerter & Robert W. McGuire, Jr. 

The Town of Tolland lies in north-central Connecticut with the Willimantic River making up 
much of its eastern border. In 1633, Windsor had become the first permanent settlement in 
Connecticut. The leading men of Windsor purchased a large tract of land from the Pequot 
sachem, Uncas. Tolland was formed from these lands in 1713 and the town was 
incorporated in 1715. Tolland thrived during the mid-to-late 1700’s due to the Post Road, 
the main route between Boston and New York City. On January 28, 1733, Joseph Skinner 

and Mary Shafter were married in Tolland by Rev. Stephen Steel. Twenty years later, on 
October 3, 1753, Mary gave birth to twin sons, Jonathan (the subject of this story) and David. 
 
After the battles of Lexington and Concord, a call went out 
asking for militia from adjoining states to help in the defense of 
Boston. On May 15, 1775, Jonathan enlisted in the Connecticut 
Militia that went to Massachusetts in answer to that call for help. 
He served as a private in the 7th Company under Captain 
Ephraim Manning. It is likely that he was at the Battle of Bunker 
Hill since it is reported that Captain Manning was in action there.  

On July 3rd, George Washington arrived in camp at Cambridge, 
and “the Colony troops having accepted his leadership and the 
regulations of Congress, the entire force was placed upon a 
Continental establishment.” This was officially announced by Washington in General Orders dated July 4, 
1775. Thus Jonathan had the distinction of serving under Washington in his first command. His period of 
enlistment ended on December 15, 1775 as did the majority of fellow soldiers in the 7th Company. 

Back in Tolland, the townspeople continued to supply food and resources to the cause. Sorghum and molasses, 
produced on Sugar Hill, livestock, provisions, and such skills as blacksmithing and carpentry accompanied 
many soldiers into the ranks. Jonathan Skinner’s next tour of duty was as a Corporal in Captain Ezekiel Olcutt’s 
Company from August 5, 1778 to September 21, 1778. 

A body of Militia under Brigadier General John Tyler served under General Sullivan in an attempt to dislodge 
the British at Newport. Captain Olcutt’s Company, along with others, was assigned to Colonel Chapman’s 
Regiment which in turn was under the command of the Honorable Major General Sullivan. The plan was to 
work together with the French Navy. However, the French fleet was damaged in a storm, and when the British 
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fleet arrived the French retreated to Boston for repairs. Sullivan 
fought an inconclusive battle without naval support and was forced to 
retreat. General Sullivan blamed the failure on French Admiral 
d’Estaing, accusing him of treachery and cowardice which almost 
caused a rift between us and our allies. Corporal Skinner and his 
fellow militiamen returned to Tolland. 
 
At the time that Jonathan Skinner again joined the army as a member 
of Colonel Canfield’s Militia Regiment in September 1781, he was a 
resident of Willington, still in Tolland County. Canfield’s Regiment deployed to West Point NY. George 
Washington had always considered West Point to be of the utmost strategic importance. 

The assignment of Canfield’s Regiment took place only a year after 
the treachery of Benedict Arnold which included a plot to capture 
Washington. The story of Arnold's treason and escape, and André's 
capture and execution, perhaps the most dramatic feature of the 
Revolution, centered about West Point. 
 
In the southern theater events had finally turned in favor of the 
Americans. On September 18, 1781 Washington, Rochambeau, and de 
Grasse met on the Ville de Paris at Hampton Roads. On October 14th  

the Americans and French begin bombarding Yorktown and two days later Cornwallis ordered about 1,000 of 
his troops to attempt an escape across the York River. The following day, Cornwallis offered a white flag and 
negotiations for surrender began at Moore House in Yorktown. On October 19, Cornwallis's army surrendered. 
Jonathon had participated from the beginning of the Revolution in 1775 to the end in 1781 – Seven Years. 
 
In 1787, Jonathan married Judith Knight who already had a 7 year-old daughter (Lucy Knight) from a previous 
marriage. Three years later they had a son, Thomas who is the line-carrier for Compatriot Stanley Parmerter. 
Over the ensuing twelve years they had three more sons and one daughter. In 1827 Thomas’ first wife, Lois 
Hyde, died and in 1829 he remarried to Isabel Rouse. In 1831 Thomas and Isabel had their first son Charles, 

followed two years later by Levi Thomas – Compatriot Parmerter’s great 
grandfather. Shortly after 1833 Jonathan and his wife Judith, Thomas and 
his wife Isabel, along with their sons Charles and Levi relocated to 
Wethersfield near North Java, New York. 
 
In 1836, Revolutionary War patriot Jonathan Skinner died at age 83 and 
was buried at Union Corners Cemetery in North Java (pronounced JAY-
va). Also buried nearby are Jonathan’s wife Judith, his son Thomas and 
his son’s wife Isabel, along with grandson/Civil War wounded veteran 
Levi and his wife Amy, and their daughter (Compatriot Parmerter’s Great 
Aunt) Bertha. 

 
North Java (population 2,057 in 2010 census) is a 
town that is perhaps best known today as Yogi 
Bear’s home – Jellystone Park. It is also the home 
of the Arcade & Attica Railroad listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.
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FFFrrrooommm   YYYooouuurrr   NNNeeewwwsssllleeetttttteeerrr   
EEEdddiiitttooorrr       
Compatriots, 
What’s in this issue? 

In this issue you will find a number of features that 
I hope are useful and interesting. The cover story 
this month features Corporal Jonathan Shafter 
Skinner, a member of the Connecticut Militia 
throughout the Revolutionary War. I thank 
Compatriot Stanley Parmerter for sharing this story 
with us. What better way to honor the memory of 
our Patriot Ancestors than to publish their stories in 
the Caloosa Patriot? Please continue to give me 
material to work with. 

Again, I will encourage compatriots to grasp this 
opportunity for an outlet for your creativity and 
become the next editor of this newsletter. Yes, it 
requires a bit of time, but the schedule is entirely of 
your own making. It doesn’t matter where you live 
or whether you are working, a student, or just a 
“Man of Leisure” this is a way of making an 
important contribution to the Caloosa Chapter. Let’s 
talk about it. 

The January issue presented here provides a listing 
of dates and significant events that you can look 
forward to between now and our summer break, and 
may be found on page 4. Please note how active 
February and March are. 

The highlights of our December ExCom meeting 
begin on page 5 and continue onto the following 
page. Please note that our ExCom meeting location 
will be changing at our February meeting from the 
Military Museum in Cape Coral and will now be at 
Pinchers, the same place as our monthly 
membership meetings. Everyone is invited to 
attend these meetings, and you will find us 
(generally on the first Monday of each month) in 
the 1st floor Commodore Room, beginning about 

noon. Lunch will be available, ordered off the 
Pinchers menu. 

Our President’s message may be found on page 7, 
and the new line-up of officers shown on page 8. 
Some promotional stuff for the SAR Foundation is 
on page 9 (we get points in the newsletter 
competition for supporting the SAR Foundation and 
the Center for Advancing America’s Heritage). 
Page 10 describes and gives shortcuts to our social 
media and Internet presence. The website is in 
process of update, so check it out soon. 

Our meeting venue and calendar of upcoming 
programs in on page 11 along with links to make it 
easier to RSVP your reservations. Note the easy 
access by boat or auto, and if you land your private 
aircraft at Page Field, it is only a short ride to 
Pinchers. 

On page 12, a recap of our January meeting with 
photos and stories begins and continues through 
page 17. Included in this section are coverage of 
our delightful Daniel Boone program presented by 
Compatriot Elam and the memorial service 
remembering our three compatriots who passed 
away last year.  

There was an organizational meeting and drill for 
the Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15, aka Lee’s 
Legion or the Caloosa Color Guard which is 
reported on page 18. Further information about the 
color guard may be found on page 19, following. In 
particular, use the link on this page to navigate to 
the NSSAR Colorguardsman Magazine. 
 
Finally, this issue is dedicated to “Caloosa Chapter 
Presidents Day 2017” as featured on the back page, 
numbered 20. 
 
Enjoy, and let me know how your newsletter may 
be improved in the future. Thank you! 
 
Bob McGuire  
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Looking Ahead 
 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
February    

4 Winter BOM Orlando Rumbaugh Contest 
6 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 
8 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

11 Caloosahatchee DAR 90th Colonial Country Club Color Guard mission 
12 Lincoln’s Birthday   
14 Valentine’s Day   
18 Edison Festival of Lights Fort Myers Parade 
20 President’s Day   
22 Washington’s Birthday   

March    
2-4 NSSAR Spring Leadership Louisville KY  

6 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 
8 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 
9 Daylight Savings Begins   

17 St. Patrick’s Day   
11 Last Naval Battle Merritt Island  
22 Black Powder Range Day Punta Gorda tentative 

April    
3 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 

15 Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 

Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

May    
1 ExCom Pinchers Ft. Myers 

10 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 
13 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville  

19-21 Spring BOM KIssimmee  
June – 

September 
Summer Hiatus   
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The meeting of the Executive Committee (EXCOM) of the Caloosa Chapter, Florida Society of 
the Sons of the American Revolution was held in the conference room of the Southwest Florida 
Veterans Museum and Library, Cape Coral, Florida 9 January 2017. The meeting was called to 
order at 12:20 pm by President and Compatriot Russell Radcliffe with a quorum present. 

• Compatriot Radcliffe opened the meeting with a discussion regarding the location and 
time for future EXCOM meetings. It was decided to contact Christina at Pinchers to see if 
there was a meeting room at noontime whereby such future meetings could be held. 

• Compatriot Buff presented his treasurer’s report, noting that the chapter was in good 
financial condition with an operating balance of $6464.21. It was moved and seconded 
that the Treasurer’s financial report of the chapter be accepted as presented. Treasurer 
Buff gave a trust fund update in the amount of $43,330. He also mentioned that the Alva 
Rotary Club holds their meetings at the Alva Diner. Steve Sexton, the manager, has 
served something in the order of 1100 meals in conjunction with the Rotary Club. He is 
proposing our chapter recognize his contributions to the Alva community and that he be 
awarded the Bronze Good Citizenship Award. This award was agreed to by all present. 

• Compatriot McGuire led off with a discussion of the Naturalization Program. The 
program was previously conducted at the Federal Courthouse in downtown Fort Myers. 
Now it is at held an agency called the US Citizenship and Immigration Service with its 
own administrative center located on Colonial Boulevard. He suggested the possibility of 
1 or 2 SAR chapter members (preferably in uniform) either independently or in 
conjunction with DAR members participate on some dates. 

• The Color Guard will be active in February, participating in our membership meeting on 
the 8th and the Edison Parade on the 18th. The Caloosahatchee Chapter of the DAR will 
be celebrating their 90th Anniversary on February 11th at the Colonial Country Club. Four 
or five Caloosa Chapter Color Guard members will be involved: 2 with flags and 2 with 
muskets. 

• President General Tomme, whose term of office ends in May, has indicated a desire to 
visit an upcoming Caloosa or the Naples chapter meeting during his term. 

• Compatriot McGuire drafted an update of our chapter’s Bylaws and Standing Rules and 
discussed his suggested changes. The earliest the Bylaws can be changed is next 
December. They must first be reviewed and approved by the ExCom at a meeting that is 
at least 30 days in advance of the Annual Meeting at which time the membership votes on 
the changes. However, the Standing Rules are more flexible and can be changed by the 
ExCom. The proposed changes to the Standing Rules were agreed with minor correction 
and Compatriot McGuire will bring a final copy to the membership meeting for 
signatures and filing. 

• Compatriot McGuire’s Registrar’s report made note of the fact that Compatriot Ron Peck 
has agreed to assist him work with him as Assistant Registrar. Compatriot Myers, the 
Chapter’s Genealogist is also in the loop and offers assistance as well. At the National 
SAR Headquarters they have limited staff which is extending the time for reviewing 
applications which are now averaging 22 weeks for supplemental and 12 weeks for new 

December ExCom Highlights 
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members. He was delighted to note that Jim Stone will become the new Secretary after 
his installation at the January Chapter meeting. 

• Under the chapter’s bylaws Compatriot Myers is finishing his two-year term as Trustee 
and the EXCOM members agreed, with no objections, to appoint Compatriot Lee 
Matson, Immediate Past President, to replace Albert and serve on the three-man 
committee with the Treasurer, Mike Buff and President Russ Radcliffe. 

• Compatriots from our chapter who were designated to attend the upcoming BOM 
meeting by virtue of their positions were Randy Moody, Russell Radcliffe, Bob McGuire, 
Lee Matson, Dwight Elam, and John Jones. Past President Lee Matson is a member as an 
FLSSAR officer, so Compatriot Albert Myers will serve as proxy. If the chapter has over 
80 members, it can add two more. These will be Compatriots Mike Buff and Lewis 
Elliott. Compatriot John Jones, serving as Chairman of the Archives Committee is unable 
to attend the upcoming BOM, so Compatriot Jim Stone will serve in his stead. 

• Compatriot Matson is part of a committee with responsibility for Strategic Planning for 
the State Society. He will be one of four, chosen from around the state, who will shortly 
have a conference call relative to this matter. 

• Compatriot Radcliffe chairs the Rumbaugh Oration and Knight Essay Contests. His 
report included mentioning a candidate who did not qualify last year for the Essay 
Contest and did not respond this year. However, he was enthusiastic about a Fort Myers 
High School ninth-grader he has been conferring with as a potential winner as this year’s 
chapter contestant. He held up the young man’s submission and was very favorably 
impressed with his review. Then he went on to describe how such winners, if they qualify 
can, with a first place Chapter award receive $200 for the Knight Essay contest. A 
national winner can receive an additional $1,000.  Moreover, he is also a candidate for 
the Rumbaugh Oration Contest who is expected to give a 5-6 minute presentation at our 
Wednesday Chapter meeting. 

• Compatriot Lee Matson will preside over the Chapters’ 2017 installation of officers on 
Wednesday. 

• Finally, Compatriot Randy Moody, Chaplain/Color Guard Commander has asked to be 
relieved of his responsibility of presiding over the Awards Committee at the end of 2017. 
Compatriot Matson has agreed to serve as a replacement. 

 
The business agenda having been concluded, President, Russell Radcliffe asked for and 
received a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed without opposition. 
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

Your Executive Committee met on January 9 and dealt with the 
usual routine matters, and with moderate discussion about 
relocating the meeting place from the Southwest Florida 
Military Museum and Library in Cape Coral, to somewhere 
more central in Lee County and toward the north, to 
accommodate members like Randy Moody, Lewis Elliott, Lee 
Matson, and Mike Buff. We looked into Pincher’s restaurant, 
where we hold the regular monthly meetings, and an ideal small 
room location was found. Agreements have been reached, and 
subsequently, at least for the remainder of this season, the 
Executive Committee will be meeting in the Commodore’s 
Room at Pincher’s Restaurant at the Edison Ford Marina.  

At the regular monthly meeting on January 11, Dwight Elam 
provided an entertaining talk about the truth and fictions of Daniel Boone. Also, the new slate 
of officers was sworn in, with FLSSAR District Vice President Lee Matson presiding. With the 
exception of Secretary, all officers from 2016 agreed to continue for 2017.  Also, a Rumbaugh 
Oration was presented by Jason Puwalski, a 9th grade student from Fort Myers High School. He 
also submitted a Knight Essay on a different subject, which will be judged by John Stewart, 
FLSSAR Chairman for the Knight Essay Competition. The SAR Martha Washington Medal 
was presented to Anne McGuire for her ongoing support of our activities.  

With appreciation to Randy Moody, who originated and for ten years has commanded our Color 
Guard, I appointed Compatriot Vice President Bob McGuire to carry on the work of the Color 
Guard. In turn, Bob immediately organized a Unit Training Assembly at his residence for 
Saturday, January 21, attended by Commander McGuire, myself, Bill Sharp, Dwight Elam, 
Lewis Elliott, and Mike Buff. Mike was appointed as Executive Officer and Unit Safety 
Officer, with Lewis Elliott as 1st sergeant. A second black powder training day was discussed, 
and is tentatively scheduled for mid to late March, details forthcoming. The basics of formation, 
commands and maneuvers were reviewed, with several practice runs.  

February promises to be a good month. Your Color Guard will support the Caloosahatchee 
Chapter DAR 90th anniversary celebration on February 11th and will march in the Edison Grand 
Parade of Lights on the 18th. At our regular monthly meeting on February 8th we will enjoy a 
presentation by George and Martha Washington (Bill and Clara Elder), and we expect that our 
NSSAR President General Tomme will attend, and induct a new member. As is protocol 
whenever the PG attends, the Color Guard will be in uniform and will post/retire the colors, and 
our FLSSAR Past President/NSSAR Vice President General for the South Atlantic Region, 
Larry Fehrenbaker will also attend. 

 
Russ Radcliffe  
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2017 

Left to right: 
Past President - Lee Matson 

President/Trustee - Russ Radcliffe 
Vice-President/Registrar/Color Guard Commander/Newsletter 

Editor/Webmaster - Bob McGuire 
Genealogist – Albert Myers 
Chaplain - Randy Moody 

Treasurer/Trustee - Mike Buff 
Secretary – Jim Stone 

Sergeant-at-Arms Tom Veal 
Member-at-Large – Lewis Elliott 

 Managing to escape the group photo 
above, but not the diligence of newsletter 
photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
 

 

…and Historian – Hal Theiss 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. Having raised over $12 million to date, another $10 million is needed to complete 
the opening of a gallery, library, education center and offices for 809 Main Street, Louisville, Kentucky. Within 
the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who have provided a NSSAR legacy 
bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 
comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 
with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. 
While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 
represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Jim Stone –   mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com 
 

Please info-copy: Mike Buff -  mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com 

2016 - 2017 Program Schedule 
February 8 – Chapter Meeting, Program: George & Martha Washington 
March 8 – Chapter Meeting, Program: If you were a Colonist, Road to Revolution 
April 15 (Saturday) – Chapter Meeting, Program: Eagle Scouts 
May 10 – Chapter Meeting, Program: First Responders Awards 
 

mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com�
mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com�
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

 

 

 

Caloosa Chapter President Dr. Russ Radcliffe 
called the December Annual Membership meeting 
to order and led participants through the rituals of 
the Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, The 
American’s Creed, and the SAR Pledge as we do 
at the start of each of our meetings. 

 

When Compatriot Lewis Elliott (back to 
camera) begins with “Now I’m not 
making this up…” you know an 
entertaining story is about to follow. 
Clockwise: Compatriots Bill Mellor and 
Ron Peck, seated next to prospective 
member Ray Dezendorf (Mary Radcliffe 
& Randy Moody in background). Then 
Compatriots Bill Osborn and Gary Stone 
with wife Claudia. To Lewis’ right, 
Compatriot Wes Morris and wife Joy. 

Fellowship and shared experiences is the 
theme of Caloosa Chapter meetings. Joining 
together with prospective member Alan 
Crippen and his wife Barbara are (to his 
right) Alan’s guest Pat McGarragh, 
Compatriot Ken Tabler and his daughter 
Bonnie, and continuing clockwise, 
Compatriots Charles Roberts, Joe 
Lundquist, Doug Walsh, Stanley Parmerter, 
and Doug’s wife Lois.   

January 11th Membership Meeting 
Installation of Offices 
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Before the start of the meeting: 
Left to right- 

Compatriots Albert Myers, John 
Jones and wife “WOSAR” Betty 
Jones, Roy Wasson, and Jim 
Stone. In the background are 
Chapter First Lady Mary Radcliffe 
and Compatriot Randy Moody. 

 

As photographers for these events, 
Compatriot McGuire and WOSAR 
Anne, along with Compatriot 
Myers (Facebookmeister), tend to 
claim the table nearest the podium 
and not be in some of the pictures. 
Joining us at our table are: left to 
right – Compatriots Robert Stewart 
and James Dozier, prospective 
member Edward Humbert, and 
Compatriot Dean Traxler 

 

 

President Radcliffe welcomed 
Mr. Puwalski and his son Jason 
Puwalski. Jason was a contestant 
in both the George & Stella 
Knight Essay Contest and 
Rumbaugh Orations contest. 
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Jason Puwalski delivered his Rumbaugh Oration 
“Washington’s Secret Spies” just before lunch. 

 

 

After lunch, President Radcliffe 
presented Chapter First Place awards 
for the Rumbaugh Oration, and for the  
Knight Essay “Benjamin Franklin, 
The Founding Father You Thought 
You Knew” to Jason. 

 

Russ Radcliffe presented War Service Medal to 
Major General (Ret.) James Dozier. Compatriot 
Dozier, a Vietnam Veteran, had been approved 
for this medal several years earlier but had never 
received it. All agreed that it was “long overdue”. 

 

Compatriot McGuire, Chairman of the 
FLSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee, 
presented membership certificates in 
FLSSAR Veterans Battalion to Compatriots 
Dean Traxler, Mike Buff, and James Dozier.  
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Then it was time to install 
the new Caloosa Chapter 
officers for the 2017 term. 
The installation was 
performed by FLSSAR 
Regional Vice President 
Lee Matson who 
administered the oath of 
office.  

 

 

 

After administering the oath to the exalted 
President Dr. Russell Radcliffe for his 
second term, Russ grasped the gavel which 
symbolizes the awesome power and 
authority of office of Chapter President. 

 

 

 

 

President Radcliffe presented Anne 
McGuire with the Martha Washington 
Medal for her service to the Caloosa 
Chapter and to the SAR. Russ expressed 
gratitude for Anne’s outstanding service 
over the past year, noting in particular 
her accomplishments with the Ladies 
Auxiliary. At this meeting Anne had run 
a 50/50 raffle (won by Alan Crippen) to 
raise money for First Lady Cilla’s Shoes 
for Schools Fund. It brought in $100.00! 



 

16 
 

 

 

 

Dwight Elam presented an 
entertaining and educational 
program on Daniel Boone. He 
also made it clear that the Disney 
TV series with Fess Parker had 
little resemblance to facts and 
history. 

 

 

 

Compatriot Robert Stewart, a descendant of 
Daniel Boone, was particularly interested in 
Compatriot Elam’s presentation. Unresolved 
– where is the final resting place of Daniel 
Boone (Illinois or Kentucky)? 

 

 

 

Russ Radcliffe expressed all of our 
appreciation to Dwight for his great 
storytelling on the legends, myths, and 
truths about Daniel Boone.  

Program – Daniel Boone 
Compatriot Dwight Elam 
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The meeting ended on a somber note, with 
a memorial to Compatriots who had 
passed away in 2017. Led by Chaplain 
Rev. Dr. Randy Moody, we remembered 
the lives and legacies of three members. 

Help us to remember, Lord… 

Thomas Wainwright Miller – January 3, 2016 

Rev. Dr. Allen Webster Brown – March 26, 2016 

Richard McCallum Geib – March 31, 2016 

 

 

After the conclusion of the meeting, Compatriot 
Charles Roberts, a recent transfer from the 
Virginia Society had some questions for 
Compatriot McGuire. 

 

 

 

Before departing, past-past 
Secretary/Treasurer John Jones 
chatted with past Secretary Ken 
Tabler and his daughter.  
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A Unit Training Assembly was held on 
January 21st at McGuire’s Armory in Cape 
Coral. Attending were Compatriots (L to R) 
Bill Sharp, Lewis Elliott, Bob McGuire, 
Dwight Elam, Russ Radcliffe, & Mike Buff. 

 

Light Horse Harry Lee Camp 
members were instructed to wear 
“casual civilian attire”. Folks 
living on Pine Island sometimes 
have a different view of the 
world than off-islanders, as can 
be seen by Compatriot Elliot’s 
concept of casual civilian attire 
(2nd from left). 

 

The secret of looking sharp as a color guard 
is cadence and staying in step. Left, left, 
left-right-left… singing Yankee Doodle as 
we march along. 

 

Now for the big time - drilling with muskets 
and flags. “Carry Arms” is a how-many 
count movement from “Order Arms”? 
Bottom line – there were no injuries and 
nobody called the police!  

Unit Training Assembly (UTA) 
January 21, 2017 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father 

of Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 
of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of cavalry 
and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse Harry” for his 
horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known in the Continental 
Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was given authorization to form a formal 
Legionary Corps. Many of the best soldiers from other units either 

volunteered or were specially invited 
to join its ranks. In 1780 Lee was 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and 
on January 1, 1781 the Legion was re-
designated as the 2nd Partisan Corps, 
organized with 3 troops of horse and 
3 troops of infantry. It was assigned 
to General Nathaniel Greene for 
service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most 
visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and 
colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety of uniforms and flags invite children, 
spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions about the American Revolution. The 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to meetings and events properly uniformed as 
either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is available 
for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR 
Guardsman Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the Light 
Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com. 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman�
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Recessional 

 
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 
nation of free men. 

Caloosa Chapter 
Presidents Day 

February 8th 
2017 
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