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Private Thomas Row – 5th Virginia Regiment 
By Dr. Wesley Higgins

Nicholas Rowe and his wife 
Ann settled in the new 
Virginia Colony in 1621, 
and the next four 
generations of Rowes were 
born in Abington Parish in 
Gloucester County. During 
his lifetime, William Rowe, 
his wife Mildred, and five 
children moved to St. 
Stephen’s Parrish in King 
and Queen County. The 
youngest of these children 

was Thomas, born March 7, 1754. Thomas married 
Rachel Keeling in 1774 and the two of them went 
on to have 13 children. That final 13th child was 
Elhanon Row, born August 23, 1798, who is the 
line-carrier of Compatriot Dr. Wesley Higgins of 
the Caloosa Chapter. 
 
On February 23, 1776, Thomas enlisted in the 4th 
Company of the 5th Virginia Regiment, led by 
Captain Thomas Gaskins.  This regiment served in 
Virginia until autumn of 1776 when it was 
transferred to George Washington's Continental 
Army.  General and Commander in Chief, George 
Washington commanded 12,000 regulars and 3,000 
militia. The 5th Virginia Regiment was part of the 
1st Virginia Brigade: commanded by Brigadier 
General Peter Muhlenberg which served under 
Major General Nathanael Greene’s 
division. Gaskins' Company saw action in 1777 at 
the Battle of Brandywine and the Battle of 
Germantown. 

Spelling conventions were a relaxed affair in the 
eighteenth century, and Thomas spelled his name 
either Row or Rowe, although he preferred the 
version without the ‘e’. To complicate matters 
further, the company scribe spelled Thomas last 
name ‘Wroe’ on the company muster roles. During 
the two years Private Row served in the Fifth 
Regiment, he drew a pay of 6 2/3 dollars per month. 
Thomas was apparently granted leave during the 
Christmas holidays of 1776, as his son Edmund was 
born nine months later in October 1777. Thomas 
did not re-enlist when his time was up and he was 
mustered out of the army on March 5, 1778.  
 
Battle of 
Brandywine 
 
September 11, 
1777 began with 
a heavy fog, 
which provided 
cover for the 
British troops. Washington had received 
contradictory reports about the British troop 
movements and continued to believe that the main 
force was moving to attack at Chadds Ford. The 
first shots of the battle took place at a tavern where 
the British were repulsed. The British called for 
reinforcements and ran down the road to take cover 
behind the stone walls on the Old Kennett 
Meetinghouse grounds.  
 
The battle was fought at mid-morning around the 
meeting house while the pacifist Quakers continued 
to hold their midweek service. When the British 
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attacked (by 4 p.m.), 
Stephen's and 
Stirling's divisions 
received the brunt of 
the assault; both 
American divisions 
lost ground fast.  
General Sullivan 
attacked a group 

of Hessian troops trying to outflank Stirling's men 
near Meeting House Hill and bought some time for 
most of Stirling's men to withdraw, but British fire 
forced Sullivan's men to retreat. At this point, 
slightly after 4 pm, Greene's division finally began 
the march to Chester along with the rest of the 
army. 
 
The British army was not 
able to pursue due to the 
onset of night. Evening 
was approaching and, in 
spite of the early start 
Cornwallis had made in the 
flanking maneuver, most of 
the American army was 
able to escape. In his report 
to the Continental 
Congress detailing the 
battle, Washington stated: 
"despite the day's misfortune, I am pleased to 
announce that most of my men are in good spirits 
and still have the courage to fight the enemy 
another day". The Americans were also forced to 
leave behind many of their cannons on Meeting 
House Hill because almost all of their artillery 
horses were killed. 
 
After defeating the Continental Army at the Battle 
of Brandywine and the Battle of Paoli, Howe 
outmaneuvered Washington and seized 
Philadelphia, which was the capital of the rebellious 
colonies. Philadelphia would remain in British 
hands throughout the winter of 1777–1778.  
 
Battle of Germantown 
 
The Battle of Germantown, was fought on October 
4, 1777; Germantown, now part of the city of 
Philadelphia, was an outlying community in 1777. 

Sir William Howe split his army, keeping the bulk 
of it near Germantown while occupying 
Philadelphia with over 3,000 troops. Learning of the 

division of the 
British army, 
Washington was 
determined to 
attack it. The 
American plan 
called for four 
columns to 
converge on the 
British position at Germantown. The right and left 
flank columns were composed of 3,000 militia, 
while John Sullivan's center-right 
column, Nathanael Greene's center-left column, 
and William Alexander, Lord Stirling's reserve were 
made up of American Continentals (regulars). 
Howe spread out his light infantry and the 40th 
Regiment of Foot as pickets. In the main 
camp, Wilhelm von Knyphausen led the British left 
wing while Howe personally commanded the right 
wing.  

From the 
Meetinghouse 

grounds, the battle 
continued for three 
miles to what is 
now Battlefield 
Park. Eventually 
the British pushed 
the Americans 

back but not before suffering heavy losses. The 
British appeared on the Americans' right flank at 
around 2 p.m. With Hazen's brigades outflanked, 
Sullivan, Stephen, and Stirling tried to reposition 
their troops to meet the unexpected British threat to 
their right flank. General Howe was slow to attack, 
which bought time for the Americans to position 
some of their men on high ground at Birmingham 
Meetinghouse, about a mile north of Chadds Ford.  

By 1779, Thomas acquired 260 acres in Orange 
County, Virginia and lived there the rest of his 
life.  He was a farmer and grist mill operator, and he 
served the local community as a school 
commissioner, magistrate, justice of the peace, and 
sheriff.  He was appointed High Sheriff of the 
region by the governor of Virginia. He was serving 
as High Sheriff when he died at the age of eighty 
six. Sadly, after Thomas’s death his widow’s 
application for a pension was denied. She did not 
know that Thomas Row was listed as "Private 
Thomas Wroe" in military records.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Howe,_5th_Viscount_Howe�


 

   

From Your Newsletter 
Editor   
Compatriots, 
Thanks to Compatriot Higgins for his story on 
Patriot Thomas Row. Make it a New Year’s 
resolution to take a little time to research and write 
a story of your own patriot ancestor’s contributions 
to the founding of the United States of America. 
Whether they led troops in battle or served as a 
fifer, were a member of the Continental Congress or 
served as a local government official, took an oath 
to support the revolution or simply provided 
material support, they were a part of the foundation 
of this country. Please share with us. 
 
What’s in this issue? 

In this issue you will find a number of features that 
I hope are useful and interesting. A listing of dates 
and events that you can look forward to from now 
until we take our summer break in May is on page 
4. In addition to federal holidays, it lists meeting 
dates for the Chapter and the FLSSAR and NSSAR. 
Also listed are some national color guard events 
taking place mostly in the southeast. 

The highlights of the ExCom meeting held on 
December 7th are reported on page 5. Turn to page 
11 for information on upcoming membership 
meetings including programs that are scheduled and 
new RSVP contacts. 

We sadly report the passing of Compatriot Wayne 
Miller, a prominent figure in Lee County and Fort 
Myers, and long-time member of the Caloosa 
Chapter (page 12). 

Caloosa Chapter activities in December included 
our membership meeting featuring elections of 
officers for 2016 and awards presentations, (page 

13) and snippets from our program speaker –Bob 
McGuire starting on page 16. As we enter the first 
month of 2016, we look forward to the installation 
of new Chapter officers in January and the visit of 
FLSSAR President Larry Fehrenbaker and First 
Lady Jeanne. 

Our Chapter participated in the national Wreaths 
Across America program which included members 
of the Light Horse Harry Lee color guard in 
uniform, and Compatriot Dwight Elam as a featured 
speaker (page 19). Finally, we have updated the 
information about the color guard (page 21) and 
encourage all compatriots to consider obtaining a 
uniform and participating with us as we visibly 
promote the stated objectives of the SAR which are 
declared to be Historical, Patriotic, and Educational. 

Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. Generally, an issue will be 
published shortly after each monthly meeting so if 
you have an item that relates to a particular date or 
event, please get me the information in sufficient 
time for me to fit it in. My email address is: 
rmcguire@slvx.com. 
 
Because this newsletter is delivered digitally to 
most individuals, it enables features that are 
impossible in a print version. In particular, there are 
numerous “hyperlinks” (like my email address 
above) which allow you to leap directly to another 
document or website. Some, but not all, are shown 
in blue and underlined. Simply “click” on the link to 
go to the new thing. By publishing in Adobe .pdf 
format, this newsletter should open properly on 
various computers regardless of what their 
Operating System or Web Browser is. It also is easy 
to “zoom” to larger views, making it easier to read. 

Bob McGuire

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Looking Ahead 
 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
January 2016    

1 New Years Day   
11 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
13 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Installation of Officers 
16 Battle of Cowpens SC 1781 
18 MLK Day   
30 Battle of Cowan’s Ford NC 1781 

February    
1 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

5-6 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Winter BOM 
10 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 
12 Lincoln’s Birthday  1809 

13-14 Battle of Kettle Creek Washington GA 1779 
15 Presidents Day   
22 Washington’s Birthday  1732 

25-28 NSSAR Spring Leadership Louisville KY  
March    

5 Last Naval Battle Cocoa Beach, FL 1783 
7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

12 Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 

Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

12 Battle of Guilford 
Courthouse 

Greensboro NC 1781 

19 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville FL 1777 
19 Book  Festival Ft. Myers FL w/ DAR 

April    
4 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

16 Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 

Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

18 Patriot’s Day Boston, MA 3rd Monday in May 
19 Battle of 

Lexington/Concord 
Massachusetts 1775 

May    
2 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

11 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 
13-15 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Spring BOM 

Jun - Sep Summer Hiatus  Snowbirds go north 
June    

14 Flag Day   
July    

4 Independence Day  1776 
7-13 NSSAR 126th Congress Boston  

    



 

5 
 

 

 

The 7 December 2015 meeting of the Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR was 
held at the SW Florida Military Museum and Library in Cape Coral. A quorum of members were present. The 
following are highlights of the meeting. 
 

• There was a discussion about members who will be dropped (5 at that time) for non-payment of dues. 
Extra efforts have been made to reach out to all of these individuals to encourage continued 
membership. 

• Compatriots Matson and McGuire spoke about the benefits of attending the Florida Society Board of 
Management meetings; the next one will be on February 5-6, 2016. 

• The Color Guard will participate in the Wreaths Across America event in Cape Coral on December 11th. 
Compatriot Moody is coordinating with the event manager to finalize plans. 

• The Secretary’s report (for November) was submitted by email. His report included the Chapter’s annual 
report to FLSSAR which listed officers for the 2016 term. ExCom minutes for the November meeting 
were approved. 

• The Treasurer’s report (for November) was submitted by email. It showed a beginning balance of 
$9,211.90 and an ending balance (11/30/2015) of $10,090.80. There is also a trust fund balance (same 
date) of $40,838.72. A proposed budget for 2016 was submitted and reviewed. The budget shows total 
estimated income and proposed expenses for the year at $11,700.00. This compares with the 2015 
budget of $11,050.00 for income and expenses, with actual through 11/30/2015 of $10,282.58 in income 
and $6,593.84 in expenses. The report and budget was approved unanimously. 

• The Registrar’s report was submitted by Compatriot McGuire. It showed that the Chapter had grown to 
81 members, with two prospective members in process. Two supplemental applications are also being 
prepared. Three DAR members are due certificates of appreciation for referring new members to the 
Chapter. 

• The Newsletter and Webmaster report were submitted by Compatriot McGuire. There were 85 new 
visitors to the webpage in November and the December issue of the Caloosa Patriot had been published. 
Circulation of the newsletter is about 145 (75 members and 70 friends). 

• Compatriot Moody remarked that the Edison Festival of Lights will be on February 20 and this is an 
opportunity for the color guard to participate. The first Saturday in March will be the celebration of the 
Last Naval Battle at Cape Canaveral, and our Color Guard will participate along with the Florida 
Society Color Guard. We presently have 5 members of the Color Guard with several additional 
prospects in view. 

• Awards Committee: several medals will be presented at the December 9th meeting. 
• The Nominating Committee proposed a slate of officers for the election at the December 9th meeting 
• The January 11th meeting will feature the installation of officers, with FLSSAR President Larry 

Fehrenbaker performing the ceremonies. 
• The May meeting will feature Public Service Awards and Lee County Sheriff Mike Scott will be invited 

to present the program. 
• The Caloosa Chapter will participate in the Reading Festival on March 19th. Compatriot Radcliffe will 

take the lead for the Chapter. 
  

December ExCom Highlights 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2014-2015 

FINAL EDITION! 
Left to right: 

Chapter President/FLSSAR SW Region VP Lee Matson 
FLSSAR President Lawrence Fehrenbaker 
Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
Registrar/Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 
Secretary/Treasurer/Trustee John Jones 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Cmdr Randy Moody 

Not Shown: 
Sgt-at-Arms Richard Geib 
Member-at-Large Allen Brown 
Genealogist/Recording Secretary/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. Having raised over $12 million to date, another $10 million is needed to complete 
the opening of a gallery, library, education center and offices for 809 Main Street, Louisville, Kentucky. Within 
the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who have provided a NSSAR legacy 
bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Sons of the American Revolution Medals 
We continue with our series on medals that your Chapter has presented in the past. At our December chapter 
meeting I presented Anne McGuire the Lydia Darragh Medal for her behind the scenes work on behalf of 
the chapter. In addition to helping to organize the Ladies Auxiliary, she helped to provide publicity for the 
chapter as well as having the first baskets made for the Board of Management meetings. She was also 
instrumental in coordinating activities with the local DAR chapters. This month, we will explain a little 
more about the Lydia Darragh Medal which is awarded to ladies for supporting SAR Programs. 

Lydia Darragh Medal  

Precedence: 36; Year Authorized: 2013; Presented By: National 
Society, District, State Society or Chapter; Approved By: President 
General, Vice President General, State Society President or Chapter 
President (depending on conferring authority)  

Description: The medal is gold in color and bears on the obverse a 
colonial woman passing military information to a colonial officer 
mounted on horseback somewhere on a country road. Around the top 
edge of the medal will read “LYDIA DARRAGH MEDAL” and at the 
bottom edge of the medal will read “SONS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION.” It is suspended from a chest ribbon of light blue. 
Summary: The Lydia Darragh Medal may be awarded by the incumbent 
President General, Vice President General, State Society President or 
Chapter President to the lady who has provided significant service to 
him during his term.  

The medal will recognize the assistance of the ladies who work behind 
the scenes supporting SAR programs, but whose service does not meet the requirements for the Martha 
Washington Medal. It may only be presented once per year at the discretion of the President General, a Vice 
President General, State Society President or Chapter President. The medal should be presented at the 
annual society by the outgoing President General, Vice President General, State Society President or 
Chapter President, and the service citation should be read at the time of presentation.  

This Medal is named after Lydia Darragh (1729-1789), who crossed British lines in 1777 during the British 
occupation of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to deliver information to George Washington. As did Lydia 
Darragh, many ladies have had to courageously adapt to various circumstances in an effort to work side by 
side with Presidents General and State Society and Chapter Presidents.  

Subsequent Presentations: A lady may receive this medal only once from a chapter, a state society or a 
district, however the National Society (through the incumbent President General) may make multiple 
presentations of the medal to a lady without referral to any committee. Special Note Regarding Oak Leaf 
Clusters: Although a lady may receive the award multiple times from the National Society, and once from 
each of a district, a state society or a chapter, only one Darragh Medal is worn. Once a lady has received the 
Darragh Medal, subsequent awards by additional conferring authorities are represented by oak leaf clusters 
(regardless of the conferring authority).  

Retroactive Effectiveness: Former presidents general, vice presidents general, state society presidents, and 
chapter presidents who have not made a presentation of this award would be eligible to present the medal to 
a lady upon the presentation of a letter to the incumbent President General, Vice President General, State 
Society President or Chapter President describing the assistance provided by the lady. 
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 
comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 
with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. 

While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 
represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Bob McGuire – rmcguire@slvx.com or (239) 542-0068  
1417 SW 52nd Terrace, Cape Coral, FL 33914 

Please info-copy Compatriot Carl Sutphin – sutphinc@embarqmail.com 

2016 Program Schedule 
January 13 – Chapter meeting, installation of officers - FLSSAR President Larry Fehrenbaker 
February 10 – Chapter meeting, Program: Thomas Majors: One of Col. Cleveland’s Bulldogs – Compatriot 
Bill Sharp 
March 12 – Saturday Chapter meeting, Program: The Battling Captains: Silas Talbot & Thomas Truxton, 
Heroes of the Revolution – Compatriot Bruce Talbot 
April 16 – Saturday Chapter meeting, Program: Thomas Jefferson 
May 11 – Chapter meeting, Program: Public Service Awards 
  

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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In Memorium 

Obituary for Thomas Wainwright Miller 
 

Thomas Wainwright Miller, Jr. (Wayne) departed this life on January 3, 
2016. Wayne, the son of Thomas Wainwright Miller, Sr. and Grace 
Gilbert Miller, was born in Clearwater, Florida November 28, 1927. 

After he graduated from Osceola High School in 1945. he enlisted in the 
Army and went through basic training at Camp Lee, Virginia. From 
there he was sent to Germany, where he served as Battalion Mail Clerk 
for fifteen months. He became a life member of the American Legion.  

After discharge from the Army, Wayne was at Georgia Tech from 1948-
1952, graduating in Civil Engineering. He was licensed to practice in Florida, Louisiana and Massachusetts. 
He became a Life Member of both the Florida Engineering Society and the National Society of Professional 
Engineers. On Christmas Day in 1952, Wayne married the love of his life, Mavis Stinson of Lakeland. 
Wayne accepted a job with Standard Oil of Indiana and was sent to Glendive, Montana (temperature 28 
below zero - Mavis had never seen snow). After five months in Montana they concurred that Florida was the 
better place to live. Wayne took a job with the Florida State Board of Health in mosquito control - which he 
knew absolutely nothing about. They spent eight months in Panama City, then to Vero Beach where Wayne 
III was born in November, 1954. In 1955 the Millers moved to Fort Pierce, where Wayne directed the Saint 
Lucie County mosquito control program. In November, 1956, they moved to Fort Myers to establish the Lee 
County Mosquito Control District. In 1961, the program was expanded to include aquatic weed control. 
Over the years the District evolved into the largest single-county mosquito control program in the world - 
operating twelve Douglas DC-3 aircraft and fifteen Bell turbine helicopters. Wayne became a member of the 
Ye Anciente and Secret Order of Quiet Birdmen. 

Wayne was President of the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce, United Way of Lee County, Fort Myers 
Rod and Gun Club and the Southwest Florida Council, Boy Scouts of America, where he received the Silver 
Beaver award. He served on the Board of Directors of Goodwill lndustries, the Southwest Florida Fair 
Association, the Southwest Florida Symphony Orchestra Association, Lee Memorial Hospital, Inc., Royal 
Palm Yacht Club, the Florida Engineering Society and the Engineers in Government Section of the National 
Society of Professional Engineers. He served on the Board of Directors of Gulf Savings and Loan 
Association and chaired the Audit Committee at First Federal Savings and Loan Association, the largest 
financial institution in Lee County, until the bank was sold in 1993. Following that, he served on the 
Advisory Board of Key Private Bank of Florida. Wayne was a Past President of the Rotary Club of Fort 
Myers, where he had over 60 years perfect attendance. He was a Life Member of MENSA. In 1994, the year 
he retired from mosquito control, Wayne was named Distinguished Citizen of Southwest Florida. 

Compatriot Miller was a member of the Caloosa Chapter, Florida Society, Sons of the American Revolution 
(Nat. #156611, FL #8082). Compatriot Miller’s Patriot Ancestor was Pvt. David Lawrence Adams who 
served in the Edisto Island SC Militia. 
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

DECEMBER 9th MEETING 

After the usual opening rituals, President Matson welcomed all in attendance. The annual Meeting of the 
Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR was called to order by President Lee Matson at 12:25 p.m. following lunch 

during the regular monthly Chapter meeting at 
Pinchers Restaurant at the Marina at Edison Ford, 
2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers, Florida. It was 
determined that there was a quorum present. 
 
The slate of nominees had been announced at the 
November meeting as follows: 
• President – Compatriot Russ Radcliffe  
• Vice President – Compatriot Bob McGuire  
• Registrar – Compatriot Bob McGuire  
• Treasurer – Compatriot “Mike” Buff  
• Secretary – Compatriot Carl Sutphin  
• Sergeant-at-Arms – Compatriot Tom Veal  
• Historian – Compatriot Hal Theiss  
• Genealogist – Compatriot Albert Myers  

 
 
 
 
Compatriot Matson invited nominations from the floor. 
Compatriot Robert McGuire nominated Compatriot 
Jonathan Hunt for Member-at-Large, a position that 
had not been nominated by the committee. There were 
no additional nominations and President Matson 
declared the nominations closed and those nominated 
elected by acclamation. 
 
 
 

 

Compatriot Stanley Parmerter and his daughter 
Lynn Allen joined with other Caloosa Chapter 
members and guests at the December meeting. 
Their ancestor – Jonathon Shafter Skinner – was 
the featured Patriot Ancestor in the December 2015 
issue of the Caloosa Patriot. As Editor, I hope that 
members will continue to come forward with 
stories of their ancestor’s contributions to the 
Revolutionary War.  
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The ever-vigilant Compatriot Dr. Albert Myers 
was capturing the highlights of the meeting to 
share with others via Facebook and the 
newsletter. His photos are often of superior 
quality because (in part at least) he allows 
subjects to compose themselves before shooting. 

 

 

 

The Bronze Roger Sherman Medal was 
awarded to Compatriots Albert Myers, Harold 
Theiss, Robert McGuire, and Russell 
Radcliffe. This medal is awarded to a 
compatriot in recognition of outstanding 
service to the Chapter which is of lesser 
degree than required for the Meritorious 
Service Medal. The Meritorious Service 
Medal was awarded in absentia to Compatriot 
John Clay Jones. 

 

 

The Lydia Darragh Medal may be awarded 
by the incumbent Chapter President to the 
lady who has provided significant service to 
him during his term. The medal recognizes 
the assistance of ladies who work behind the 
scenes supporting SAR programs. It was 
awarded by President Lee Matson to Anne 
McGuire in recognition of the numerous 
contributions she has made to the Caloosa 
Chapter over the past several years.  
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The Military Service Medal, authorized in 2006, may be 
presented to a compatriot in recognition of military service 
which does not otherwise qualify for the War Service Medal. 
The Military Service Medal and certificate of membership in the 
FLSSAR Veterans Battalion were awarded to Compatriot Dr. 
Wesley Ervin Higgins. 

Following Compatriot McGuire’s program on 
his Fuller ancestors, a surprise presentation 
was made to McGuire by Compatriot Lewis 
Elliott of a reproduction of an 1858 
Remington Army Officer Revolver. McGuire 
is working a series of several historical novels 
based upon the life of Col. Robert W. 
Barnard, his great, great grandfather who 
married his 1st cousin Katherine Fuller – the last Fuller in McGuire’s line. Barnard served in the 19th US 
Infantry Regiment from 1861 until his death on active duty in 1870. Adding to the interest of this gift, 
Compatriot Elliott is a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, and his Civil War ancestor may very 
well have been fired at by Barnard with a weapon much like this one. 

Brandishing the six-shooter, McGuire commands “Hands Up” to which members respond “Don’t Shoot!”  
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PROGRAM PRESENTATION 
275 Years of Fullers – Patriots & Pioneers 

 

Compatriot Bob McGuire presented a program 
discussing the Fullers in his lineage, beginning 
with the first in America – Dr. Samuel Fuller 
who was a passenger on the Mayflower and 
concluding with the last, his great, great 
grandmother – Katherine Theodosia Fuller 
Barnard who was an Army wife during and after 
the Civil War. 

 

 

275 Years of Fullers
Pioneers & Patriots

Mayflower Doctor, 
Deacon, Plymouth

Yeoman, Militiaman, 
Town Official, Carver

Army wife & Pioneer
Normanstone, Georgetown DC 
to the Western Frontier

Samuel Fuller

Issachar Fuller

Katherine Fuller

 

 

Dr. Samuel Fuller
•Mayflower Doctor
•Church Deacon

Rev. Samuel Fuller
•One of 26 original
purchasers of Middleboro
•Minister of 1st

church of Middle-
boro

Yeoman/Private Issachar Fuller
•Militia & Continental
Army
•Yeoman of Carver
•Jailer of Carver
•Treasurer of Carver

 

The first Fullers to arrive in America were two 
brothers: Edward and Samuel who were 
passengers on the Mayflower along with 
Edward’s wife. While Edward died the next 
spring in Plymouth, Samuel went on to be the 
progenitor of my line. That line continued the 
surname for over 275 years until the death of my 
great, great grandmother in 1896. This is the 
story of Issachar Fuller, Patriot of the 
American Revolution, but in the context of the 
first and the last Fuller in the line. 

 

This is a contemporary map of Plymouth 
County in Massachusetts, with the star at the left 
border representing the City of Taunton. As I 
grew up in Taunton and Raynham, I heard 
stories of the early settlers, the King Phillip 
Wars, and Revolutionary War activities in the 
area. My friends and I often visited Plymouth 
and the surrounding towns. Only after living in 
Florida for a decade did I discover my personal 
connection to those people, places, and events 
involving the Mayflower and the Revolution. 
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Taunton
Taunton had prominence in the Revolution –
flying the Liberty & Union flag on October 21, 
1774, and being the home of Declaration of 
Independence signer Robert Treat Paine from 
1761 to 1781.

Compatriot McGuire made his home within a 10 
mile radius of Taunton for most of the period from 
1945 to 2000, while knowing nothing of his 
connection to the people and events associated 
with the American Revolution or the Pilgrims at 
Plymouth.

 

Katherine Theodosia Fuller 
Barnard & Robert William 
Barnard 1850.

Robert was a 1st generation 
American whose parents 
had emigrated from 
England in early 1820’s.

Kate was Robert’s 1st

cousin whose mother 
(Robert’s aunt) had 
emigrated about the same 
time as Robert’s parents, 
but whose father was the 
grandson of Issachar Fuller.

 

Colonel Robert Barnard
Photo in 1865
Commanding Officer, 101st

Regiment – US Colored Troops

Barnard was commissioned as a 
1st Lieutenant in the 19th US 
Infantry Regiment one month 
after the firing on Ft. Sumter, and 
served on continuous active duty 
until his death in 1870.

 

Taunton holds an important place in the annals 
Revolution and in the early history of the United 
States. It has the unusual distinction of having been 
founded by a woman (Elizabeth Poole) in 1638. It is 
the site of the first successful iron works in America – 
an establishment which remained in operation for 220 
years. It was the first place to fly a flag (known as the 
Taunton Flag or the Liberty and Union Flag) in open 
rebellion to the Crown. It was the home of Lawyer 
Robert Treat Paine (signer of the Declaration of 
Independence) before and during the Revolution. 

 
Robert W. Barnard was a 1st generation American. Both 
of his parents had emigrated from England in the early 
1820’s. His father (also Robert) purchased 10 acres of 
land in Georgetown Heights and built a “Devonshire 
Cottage”  he called Normanstone. Kate’s mother, Mary 
Barnard, was the sister of Robert’s father. She had 
emigrated from England about the same time as her 
brother, but had settled near Scranton PA after marrying 
George Fuller, Issachar’s grandson. George was a 
newspaper editor in Montrose PA and served part of a 
term as a US Congressman before the Civil War. 

 

Unlike the majority of those serving in the Union Army 
during the Civil War who served as members of State 
Regiments, essentially the militia units of the time, 
Robert Barnard joined the Regular Army as a First 
Lieutenant in the 19th US Infantry Regiment.  

Following the War, he served as a military commander 
in Tennessee as part of Reconstruction, then later at 
various Army Posts in the West in conjunction with the 
Indian Wars. He died while in command of the Army 
Arsenal at Baton Rouge, LA in 1870. After his death, 
his widow and children returned to live with her family 
(the Fullers) in Scranton. 

 

Three generations after Issachar Fuller helped to 
establish the United States of America, Katherine 
Theodosia Fuller (my great, great grandmother) 
married her 1st cousin Robert William Barnard. After 
the Civil War she and their children joined with him, 
traveling thousands of miles on foot, horseback, and 
in Ox trains across the desolate and dangerous 
Territories of the mid-west from Army post to post. 
At one of those Posts my great grandfather, Edward 
Barnard, was born at Ft. Sumner, NM in 1868.  
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Wreaths Across America is a National program involving over 1000 locations (cemeteries, monuments, & 
memorials) with 24 locations on foreign soil. The event in Cape Coral is unique as in 2009 this was 
designated as the 1st “Floating Location” where we honor military lost/buried at sea. For the past three 
years, it has been confirmed as the only location with participation by land, sea, and air. 

 

The Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American 
Revolution and its Light Horse Harry Lee 
Camp participated in the Wreaths Across 
America program held on Saturday, 
December 12, 2015 at Tarpon Point in Cape 
Coral. This particular event was held to 
particularly honor military veterans who were 
lost or buried at sea.  

 

 

Wreaths were presented honoring veterans of the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Merchant 
Marine, and POW/MIA. Wreaths were escorted to 
Tarpon Point by Cape Coral Police and Fire units 
accompanied by Patriot Guard Riders. Numerous veteran 
and patriotic organizations participated at Tarpon Point. 

 

 

 

Colors were posted, followed by the National 
Anthem and the Pledge of Allegiance. Cape Coral 
Mayor Marni Sawicki offered welcoming remarks 
and read a proclamation from the City of Cape 
Coral. 

  

Wreaths Across America 
December 12, 2015 
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Flanked by Compatriots Elliott, McGuire, and 
Moody, Compatriot Elam related the story of the 
Last Naval Battle in which Capt. John Barry and 
the USS Alliance was engaged by British warships 
including the HMS Sybil off the Coast of Canaveral 
FL. In this battle, 40 British sailors were killed and 
another 40 wounded, while one American was 
killed and several were wounded – the last 
casualties of the Revolution. 

 

 

 

 

At the conclusion of the ceremonies, the wreaths 
were presented to representatives of each service 
and were escorted to a vessel which brought them to 
a designated location in the Gulf of Mexico. Other 
vessels and aircraft escorted to flotilla to the final 
location where they were placed into the Gulf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to Light Horse Harry Lee Camp 
members, Caloosa Vice-President Russ 
Radcliffe and Ladies Auxiliary member / 
Lawrence Kearny DAR Chapter Regent Anne 
McGuire all helped to make this another 
successful event for the Caloosa Chapter. 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 
of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of 
cavalry and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse 
Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known 

in the Continental Army’s history, 
and in 1780 Lee was given 
authorization to form a formal 
Legionary Corps. Many of the best 
soldiers from other units either 
volunteered or were specially 
invited to join its ranks. In 1780 
Lee was promoted to Lieutenant 
Colonel and on January 1, 1781 
the Legion was re-designated as 
the 2nd Partisan Corps, organized 

with 3 troops of horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was assigned to 
General Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color 
Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The 
variety of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask 
questions about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who 
come to meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as 
Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as 
well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at 
http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf . 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf�
mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 
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