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Revolutionary War patriot Andrew Corsa: the last of the 
Westchester Guides. 

by Russell V. Radcliffe 

Andrew Corsa was born on his family farm in the Manor of Fordham on 
January 24th, 1762, in an area of what is now Fordham University in the 
Bronx, New York. He was the third generation born on the farm, his 
Dutch great grandfather having immigrated from Holland to the New 
Netherland Territory at the southern end of Manhattan island in the early 
1600’s, as part of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, under 
persecution in Holland. 
 
The family name had evolved from DeCourse to Corszen, to Coursen 
and Courssen, to finally Corsa, just as the New Netherland Territory had 
evolved through New Holland, New Amsterdam (1625) to New York 
(1664) after English take-over of the settlement. 
 
The Corsa family farm had been in the family since approximately 1690, 

the property originally owned by the Church itself, subsequently sold off to available buyers. 
 
Andrew’s father Isaac was loyal to the English, having served as a Captain of a company of approximately 95 
men in an expedition against the French in 1755, during the French and Indian Wars. Because of his Tory 
loyalty, he escaped to Nova Scotia after the Revolutionary War and the family farm became property of the new 
republic. 
 
As a young man Andrew enjoyed the farm and adjoining land, and became quite familiar with the terrain. 
Accordingly, when the British became encamped at nearby Kingsbridge in the summer of 1781, the Continental 
Army sought out guides for scouting parties. With Andrew’s thorough knowledge of the land and his 
orientation toward American independence, he volunteered his services and was given the rank of private in the 
Continental Army, much to his father’s dismay. His father subsequently disinherited him, a moot point 
considering the mandatory forfeiture of loyalist property to the new republic after the war. 
 
Andrew was one of the scouts (subsequently known as “Westchester Guides”) who directed a force of 5000 
troops the fourth week of July 1781 against the encamped British. When they came within reach of the British 
defenders, heavy musket and artillery fire both from land and nearby ships descended upon the combined 
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French and patriot troops. For a brief moment, young Andrew became more concerned about his self 
preservation than the attack, and retreated to the protection of the nearby old Morrisania Mill. But when he 
looked up he saw Generals Washington and Rochambeau riding forward into the fire as if nothing was unusual, 
his self-possession returned, and he resumed his place in the order of forward march. Reportedly the 
commanding officers laughed at his temporary state of panic, and welcomed him back with good humor. After 
all, at age 19 Andrew was the youngest of all the Westchester Guides. 
 
At the conclusion of the war Andrew had no option of regaining the family farm, but with a mortgage procured 
a smaller adjacent farm and concentrated on farming, primarily growing apples and pears. He brought to the 
market a unique variety of pear known as the “Corsian Vergaloo”. 
 
At the time of his death on Sunday November 21, 1852, he was nearly 91 and was the last of the Westchester 
Guides. His obituary entitled “Andrew Corsa, The Last of the Westchester Guides” was written by John M. 
MacDonald and published in The MacDonald Papers, Vol II, Chapter VII. This document is the basis for most 
of the above, a tribute to my paternal fourth great grandfather. 

 
 

From Your Newsletter Editor 
Compatriots, 
 
Please give me your ongoing comments on how to make additional improvements to your newsletter and submit 
your items of interest for inclusion in the future issues. My goal is to publish issues monthly between October 
and May each year. Generally, an issue will be published shortly after each monthly meeting so if you have an 
item that relates to a particular date or event, please get me the information in sufficient time for me to fit it in. 
My email address is: rmcguire@slvx.com. 
 
I extend special thanks to Compatriot Radcliffe for sharing the story of his patriot ancestor Andrew Corsa with 
us. Hopefully this will be a stimulus to other members to take a little time and write similar articles to include in 
our newsletter. Please don’t worry about formatting, but just compile the information that you can find and send 
it along to me. As with Russ’ story, a picture can add to the interest if anything is available.  

I am again asking that my Caloosa Chapter Compatriots take a little time to research and write a story of their 
own patriot ancestor’s contributions to the founding of the United States of America. Whether they led troops 
in battle or served as a fifer, were a member of the Continental Congress or served as a local government 
official, took an oath to support the revolution or simply provided material support, they were a part of the 
foundation of this country. I believe that you will find it personally rewarding to undertake this effort, and that 
as your story is published in this newsletter, we will all benefit from a better understanding of the contributions 
made by these first-generation Americans. Please keep your stories to 1½ to 2 pages and include one or two 
graphics if possible. I would hope to include one such article in each issue of the Caloosa Patriot in this next 
year. 

Thank you. 

Bob McGuire 
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From the President 
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

This month we had the installation of your 2015 officers. This installation was 
conducted by the Senior Vice President FLSSAR Lawrence Fehrenbaker, MD. The 
meeting was opened with the invocation by our own Chaplain, Chaplain General Randy 
Moody. Following was the presentation of Colors by the Color Guard. This was the 
first time that we have done this and it was very impressive. 
 
We were honored to have as a guest the Indiana State Society President Bill Sharp and 
his wife. They currently are wintering in North Fort Myers and will be attending our 
meetings while here. 
 
Our program speaker was County Commissioner Compatriot Frank Mann. His talk was 

regarding Religion and the American Culture. He presented some very interesting views and was thought 
provoking. Following his presentation he was presented with the Silver Good Citizenship Medal approved by 
the state society in recognition of his Civic Services. It was a well deserved recognition. 
 
Also a first for our chapter, the Ladies Auxiliary displayed the basket that will go to the Winter BOM on the 
30th of this month. They sold tickets for the drawing that will be done at that meeting. I know that members 
have heard of us talk about the “basket” now know what it is. My sincere thanks go to Anne McGuire and to 
Elizabeth Moore for taking on this responsibility. 
 
I want to express my sincere thanks to the members of the EXCOM for their enthusiasm and hard work for the 
chapter. Four of them have been members of the SAR for three years or less. 

Lee Matson 
President Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR 
Vice President Southwest Region FLSSAR 

 
  

Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2014-2015 

Left to right: 
Chapter President/SW Region VP Lee Matson 
FLSSAR Sr. VP Lawrence Fehrenbaker 
Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
Registrar Bob McGuire 
Secretary/Treasurer/Trustee John Jones 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Cmdr Randy Moody 

Not Shown: 
Sgt-at-Arms Richard Geib 
Member-at-Large Allen Brown 
Genealogist/Recording Secretary/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. As of January 1, 2015, a new campaign will create “The 1776 Society” to move 
forward with two primary purposes: the creation of the world class SAR museum, and the creation of the new 
NSSAR endowment fund. Within the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who 
have provided a NSSAR legacy bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR 
Foundation. 

 

 

 

 
 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you recognition on 
the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible contributions that will be 

recognized with pins and medals. 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

Target Opening Date  

     - JULY 2015 
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Chapter Facebook Page 

 
Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current 
activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your web 
browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to 
click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter programs 
and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the day of an 
event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and information. Send it 
to albert1705@gmail.com.  

 

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire has recently developed a new web page for the Chapter and it is now 
available directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available 
through a link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then 
“Caloosa”.  You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution 
webpage: www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links to 
previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 
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Highlights of January EXCOM Meeting 
The Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR met on January 5, 2015 at Saint Luke’s 
Episcopal Church on Cleveland Avenue in Fort Myers, Lee County, Florida. A quorum was present, and 
Sergeant-at-Arms elect Rich Geib was also in attendance. The following are some highlights of the meeting: 

• Compatriot Matson stated that the Chapter will have Indiana Society SAR President Bill Sharp 
attending, along with FLSSAR Senior VP Larry Fehrenbaker who will install Chapter officers. 

• Compatriot Jones reported that Mrs. Wesley Morris sent a note and a check for the purpose of 
purchasing a book for donation to the Lee County Library Ft. Myers Branch Genealogy Department. 

• Several “thank you” notes and cards from individuals and organizations that had received support from 
the Caloosa Chapter were passed around. 

• Secretary Compatriot Jones reported that we have a total of 66 official members according to the 
Chapter’s year-end report. Minutes of the November 3rd ExCom and the December 10th Chapter annual 
meeting were presented and approved. 

• Treasurer Compatriot Jones reported income and expenses for the year and stated that the trust fund 
(Vanguard account) had a year-end balance of $39,652.45. He also presented a proposed budget for 
2015. There was discussion regarding whether the Chapter might increase its contributions to patriotic 
causes such as cash awards for essay contests and good citizenship medals, given the large balance 
enjoyed in the trust fund. No action was taken at this time. 

• Registrar Compatriot McGuire reported that 12 new members joined the Chapter during 2014 while 4 
transferred out. Four prospective members are working on their applications and information has been 
sent to 13 individuals in response to inquiries. 

• Compatriot Webmaster/Newsletter Editor McGuire reported progress on expanding newsletter articles to 
include stories on member’s Patriot ancestors and on updating the website. Newsletter (email) 
distribution now totals about 150 including members and “friends of the Caloosa Chapter”. 

• Compatriot Genealogist Myers worked on several applications, two have failed to be proven. 
• Compatriot Historian Theiss is working on archiving items in electronic form to the extent possible. 
• Compatriot President Matson reported that January’s program will include two medal presentations plus 

a talk by Compatriot Lee County Commissioner Frank Mann. Public service awards will be the focus in 
February, trying for an Eagle Scout program in April. 

• Compatriot Myers presented three choices for book donations from Librarian Bryan Mucahy. 
Compatriot Myers will order these books: two funded by the Caloosa Chapter and one from the donation 
from Compatriot Morris and Mrs. Morris. 

• It was agreed to try “pre-selling” chances on the Gift Basket which will be auctioned at the BOM. 
Tickets will be sold at the January meeting and any basket(s) won will be 
brought back to the ticket holder in the Chapter. 

• The Chapter agreed to loan one flagstaff to FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary 
member/DAR member Anne McGuire to display a Betsy Ross flag during 
her presentation to her DAR Chapter. 

The next ExCom meeting will be held on 2 February 2015 at 11:30 AM at the 
Military Museum & Library, downtown Cape Coral.
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SAVE THE DATE!  
Saturday, March 21, 2015  
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
Harborside Event Center  
& Centennial Park  
Fort Myers River District 

 

What is the Southwest Florida Reading Festival?  
The Southwest Florida Reading Festival is a fun, informative and 
entertaining one-day event that celebrates books and the written word. 
The Festival began in 1999 with the following goals 

• Celebrate the importance of reading 
• Bring the finest literary talent to the community of Southwest 

Florida 
• Encourage in adults, teens and children an interest in and love 

of literature by providing quality events featuring popular 
authors in multiple venues 

• Build continuing regional partnerships among libraries and 
between libraries and other community organizations by 
cooperatively presenting a large, quality literary event 

• Promote public libraries as centers for recreational reading, 
information, technology, and the arts 

The Festival has enjoyed great success and now attracts more than 
20,000 book lovers each year.  
 

The Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR will join with several local chapters of the Florida Society, 
Daughters of the American Revolution to participate in the upcoming Southwest Florida Reading 
Festival at the Harborside Event Center in the River District, in downtown Fort Myers. This event 
which is expected to attract tens of thousands of attendees will give an opportunity for broad public 
exposure while supporting the patriotic, historical, and educational purposes of the Sons of the 
American Revolution. 

The Festival, which is presented by the Lee County Library System, provides a fantastic vehicle for 
promoting reading, literacy, and our libraries. It will also present an opportunity to reach out to 
prospective members living in or visiting our community. 

We need volunteers to staff our booth during the program. Please contact Compatriot Russ Radcliffe 
[russradcliffe@gmail.com or (239) 949-6620] if you can help out. 

mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
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Our Calendar of Events 
Helm Club at the Landings Yacht Golf and Tennis Club 

4420 Flagship Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
(off McGregor Blvd first light South of College Pkwy) 

 

Meetings are held Monthly on the 2nd Wednesday 
October through May 

The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 
Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Since we started meeting at the Helm Club in the Fall of 2013, the kitchen and wait staff have consistently presented 
delicious meals at our meetings in an attractive and comfortable setting. Meetings are also an opportunity to spend time 

with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. While 
a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country 
who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot VP Russell Radcliffe at 
russradcliffe@gmail.com, call (239) 949-6620 or mail  

20455 Wildcat Run Drive, Estero FL 33928 
Please info-copy Compatriot John Jones – john.jones.2009@comcast.net 

Program Schedule 
2015  
February 11th   Public Service Recognition meeting – Bonita Springs First Responders  
March 14th   Saturday meeting – the Eagle Scout Program 
March 21st  Southwest Florida Reading Festival at Harborside Event Center 
April 8th   Hermione-Lafayette 2015 Project presentation by Brigitte van den Hove-Smith 
May 13th   Presentation about NASA by Compatriot Hal Theiss 

Summer Break – June through September 

mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
mailto:john.jones.2009@comcast.net�
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings 

January 14th Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Before the meeting 

The Chapter monthly luncheon meetings 
provide an opportunity for fellowship and 
sharing ideas. Chaplain General Rev. Dr. 
Randy Moody had a chance to renew 
acquaintanceships with INSSAR President 
William Sharp who attended our meeting while 
visiting the Fort Myers area this season. 
Registrar Robert McGuire looks on from 
behind. 

 

Posting the Colors 

Member of the Lighthorse Harry Lee 
Camp led by Camp Commander/Florida 
Sons of Liberty Brigade Commander 
Randy Moody posted the colors at the 
beginning of the opening ceremonies for 
the meeting. 

Welcomes 

Chapter President/SW Florida Regional VP Lee 
Matson recognized distinguished guests including 
Chaplain General Randy Moody, Indiana Society 
SAR President William Sharp, and Lee County 
Commissioner Frank Mann. 
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Induction of 2015 Chapter Officers 

FLSSAR SR. VP Larry Fehrenbaker 
administered the oath to the newly-elected 
officers of the Caloosa Chapter. Seen here 
are VP Fehrenbaker, Chapter President Lee 
Matson, Vice-president Russ Radcliffe, 
Chaplin Randy Moody, Genealogist, Albert 
Myers, Registrar Robert McGuire, 
Secretary/Treasurer John Jones, and 
Historian Hal Theiss. Absent was Sergeant-
at-Arms Richard Geib. 

Program Presentation 

Long-time Caloosa Chapter member and 
Lee County Commissioner Frank Mann 
provide a highly entertaining talk on the 
theme “What would the framers of the US 
Constitution in 1787 think of the Country 
if they were scoring it now?” 

 

Lunch 

Following the Installation of Officers, 
everyone sat down for a lovely meal 
which included a magically calorie-free 
chocolate torte. This table included 
Compatriots Albert Myers, Lee Mattson, 
Bill Sharp, and Bill’s wife (and DAR 
member) Donna.  
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  Awards presentations 

After remarking favorably on the brevity 
of President Matson’s introductory 
remarks, Compatriot Mann was quite 
surprised to learn he was being awarded 
the Silver Good Citizenship Medal. On his 
way back to his seat he grinned to his 
friend, Compatriot Bill Mellor, “Well now 
I’ve got one of these (medals) to wear 
too!” 

 

Announcement 

Compatriot Russ Radcliffe noted that the 
History Channel was re-running a 
docudrama on the Revolution “Sons of 
Liberty” over three evenings beginning 
January 25th. 

 

Photo Op 

Members of the ExCom who will be 
attending the BOM in Orlando posed for 
pictures with the Gift Basket to be 
auctioned off there. 
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Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp 
There are plenty of opportunities to put on a uniform and support the Chapter in community events. I hope that 
members will consider joining the color guard, and I will be happy to assist if I can. I am sure that other current 
members of the Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp will answer questions and provide advice as well. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Color Guard or have questions about it, contact the Florida Sons of Liberty 
Brigade Commander who is also Caloosa Chapter’s Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at 
sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

A call to arms! No, the British aren’t coming, but we still need to march to the alarm. The public appearances of 
the Color Guard are an excellent recruiting opportunity while educating the public. In addition, the Color Guard 
adds pageantry to Chapter and Society meetings while respecting the sacrifices of our patriot ancestors. A basic 
militia uniform consists of the following: 

• A hat – either tricorn or round 
• A hunting shirt 
• A white or checkered shirt 
• Long britches or fall-front trousers 
• Shoes (not necessarily buckle, since long pants will cover the buckle area 

All of these items are readily available from various vendors – approximate costs: hunting shirt@$55; white 
shirt@$45; trousers@$85. Total without hat or shoes, less than $200. Hats are a wide range of prices from 
about $75 to more than $200. The Chapter has a “loaner” tricorn to get you started. Don’t put it off, act NOW! 

  

mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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Long-time Caloosa Chapter member and Lee 
County Commissioner Frank Mann provided a 
highly entertaining and insightful talk on the theme 
“What would the framers of the US Constitution in 
1787 think of the Country if they were scoring it 
now?” While I think that most members who attend 
our monthly meetings would agree that our program 
speakers often excel in their presentations, 
Compatriot Mann’s talk truly raised the bar for 
future orations. SAR is an organization devoted to 
studying, preserving, and promoting the history of 
the American Revolution and our founding fathers. 
His subject was not only grounded on that era of 
history, but also was extremely relevant to our lives 
in the present – facing threats from Muslim 
extremists and dealing with the aspects of religious 
intolerance and “Christian Values”. 

Compatriot Mann observed that the only mention of 
religion in the US Constitution is found in the First 
Amendment “Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof…” So how 
should we be judged today if the founders were to 
look back from their vision of establishing this 
country based upon freedom and liberty? 

As he developed his theme, he built upon our past, 
which was not always consistent with what we 
understand to be Christian Values. We were the first 
country in history to break away from rule by 
royalty or dictators and form a country based upon 
freedom, including religious freedom.  

Have we seized the promise and vision of our 
Constitution to change the course of history? 

 

 Old Testament stories of horrific killings of  
non-Hebrews 

 Moving forward…Charlemagne and the 100 
year Crusades against the Muslims 

 Moving forward…the Inquisition and killing 
of heretics 

 Moving forward…the Puritans and burning 
of witches 

 Moving forward…the Civil War – brother 
against brother and the institution of slavery 

 Moving forward…KKK violence against 
blacks 

 WW I and Christians killing Christians 
 WW II and again, Christians killing 

Christians 

The thesis of Compatriot Mann’s oratory was that 
the values of toleration and mutual respect which 
underlie the Constitution need to be practiced in 
today’s society as we recall the centuries of 
violence and hatred between cultures of the past. 
His manner of delivery on this somber topic 
masterfully introduced humor to reinforce his points 
and stimulate introspection. 

 

January Program Speaker 
Compatriot Frank Mann 
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Sons of the American Revolution Medals 

Your chapter presents medals and awards to both members and non-members for achievements in various areas.  
There are requirements established for awarding the various medals.  I thought that it would be interesting for 
you to understand the requirements for the various medals.  Since we presented a Silver Good Citizenship 
Medal at our last meeting, I would start with this one.  The requirements are from the National Society SAR 
website.   I’ve also included a picture of the medal.   
Silver Good Citizenship Medal 

The Silver Good Citizenship Medal was authorized in 1939 and recognizes outstanding 
and unusual patriotic achievement and service that is of a more local degree (state level) 
than required for the Gold Good Citizenship Medal. 
 
The medal is presented to persons of prominence in the areas of government (including 
military service), religion, education, business and the professions, and other appropriate 
fields of endeavor. Since it recognizes extensive service, a biographical sketch of the 
candidate should accompany the request for a medal. 
 
In the case of a non-member, the qualifications are determined by the National Society or 
a state society. However, in the case of an SAR member, in order to have uniform 
criteria, the following requirements have been established. An SAR member shall have 
served in six leadership capacities in any of the following local organizations: Church, 
School, Scouting, Fraternal, Business Associations, Government, Patriotic, Military, Veterans, Conservation, 
Hereditary, Genealogical, Historical or organized Sports (Little League, etc.). 
 
The Silver Good Citizenship Medal should not be used to recognize service to the SAR, which is recognized by 
the Meritorious Service Medal, State Medal of Distinguished Service, or Patriot Medal. 
 
The Silver Good Citizenship Medal may be approved and presented by the National Society or a state society. It 
may be presented by a chapter with approval of its state society. It may only be presented once to an individual. 
A certificate suitable for engrossing is available. A miniature medal is also available. 
 
There is no requirement that persons must be awarded a Bronze Good Citizenship Medal before they may be 
awarded a Silver Good Citizenship Medal. 
 

There is also the Bronze Good Citizenship Medal with requirements that are set by the Chapter.  At the National 
level there is the Gold Good Citizenship Medal with requirements that are higher than the Silver, and which can 
only be approved by the National Society Medals and Awards Committee.  It can be presented at a state 
meeting and also at a chapter meeting. 

Lee Matson 
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BOM meetings, which are held 3 times a year, are a great opportunity to share interests and experiences with 
other members throughout the state who represent a great variety of professional accomplishments and 
activities. I would personally encourage Chapter members to attend future meetings either as Chapter delegates 
or simply as interested individuals as the BOM meetings are always open to all FLSSAR members and spouses 
are also welcome to attend.  

  

FLSSAR BOM 2015 Winter Meeting 
 

Members of the FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary from each of 
the Chapters prepare gift baskets for a fund-raising raffle at 
each BOM meeting. For the January BOM, Anne McGuire 
is being assisted by Elizabeth Moore in making the basket 
from the Caloosa Chapter. This basket will include a $75 
gift certificate from Total Wine & More. Any Chapter 
ladies who might be interested in helping with this effort 
should contact Anne McGuire – amcguire@slvx.com or 
(239) 542-0068. 

 

mailto:amcguire@slvx.com�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their 
sacrifice, established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the 

principles of liberty and our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves 
to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

Recessional 
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, 

who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent 
Supreme Court and a nation of free men. 
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