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From the President Elect  

Compatriots, 

 

As our chapter begins a new year with a change in some chapter officers, I 

would like to review the past year . We can be proud and satisfied with what 

we have accomplished. 

 

We had a successful year in our youth programs. We presented certificates and good citizenship 

medals to the JROTC and two seniors at each of the Lee County High Schools. We also held 

the Rumbaugh Oration Contest and selected a representative to participate in the State Contest 

held later this month.  In addition, a Certificate of Achievement was presented to an Eagle 

Scout at his Court of Honor. 

 

We also honored a Law Enforcement Officer and Fire Department Officer, as well as several 

members of our Armed Forces. 

 

Our Color Guard participated in several observances during the past year. They are excellent 

representatives of our chapter. Color Guard Commander Compatriot Randy Moody is always  

looking for volunteers to add to the group. 

 

Our Chapter was also one of the sponsors of the Pride and Patriotism program for the Lee 

County School System. 

 

We had a successful year in recruiting and inducting fifteen new members to our chapter. 

Unfortunately, ten members transferred, resigned, or did not renew. We therefore ended up with 

a net increase of five members.  

 

Much of our success in recruiting is due to the efforts of the Daughters of the American 

Revolution. Their efforts resulted in utilizing their experience in developing the Patriot 

Ancestor lineage and documentation. 

 

Our chapter was recognized by both the State and National Societies for our accomplishments.  

 

Our chapter also had a member become a General Officer in the National Society. Compatriot 

Rev. Dr. Randy D. Moody was elected as Chaplain General. 

 

This next year, as your President, I want to continue the momentum of activity and success that 

we enjoyed this past year.  I would like to add the Eagle Scout program to our youth programs 

and in addition, I hope to see more members volunteering as understudies for the various officer 

positions in the chapter.  The success of any organization depends on the participation of the 

general membership. 

 

Compatriot Lee Matson, President Elect. 



Calendar of Events 

Regular Meeting January 9, 2013 11:30 am 

Hilton Garden Inn (near Edison College)  

12600 University Dr.  

Fort Myers, FL 33907 

Guest Speaker will be Kathleen Callanan  FSSDAR Librarian 

she is the Author of the just published book:  

“Unlocking the Who Within—A Journal of a Journey”  

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot Earl Kennedy - 8381 Arborfield Ct.  

Fort Myers, FL 33912 – earlwk@embarqmail.com - 239-292-6854 

January 11 & 12, 2013 Florida SAR Winter Meeting. 

Held in Kissimmee Florida. 

Chapter Facebook Page 
Caloosa Chapter has a Facebook page where many photos of our events can be viewed.  The 

following link to the page can be entered into your web browser’s navigation bar (some 

recipients of the newsletter may be able to click on the link).  

https://facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

Chapter News 

 

Gary Titensor received the certificate for proper  

display of the U. S. Flag. from President Elect Lee Matson  

Approximately 40 people attended the ceremony for Patriotic 

Flag Display at Bayshore Village, in North Fort Myers. 

Many in the group were well pleased with the presentation 

and wanting to learn more about the Sons of the American 

Revolution. 

 

mailto:earlwk@embarqmail.com
https://facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR


Hand Salute to 2012 Officers 

 
(L to R) Randy Moody, Lee Matson, Albert Myers, Guy Walton, Earl Kennedy, Allen Brown, and Tom Veal 

A great big hand salute goes to our officers who served our chapter very well during the 

2012 year. 

It was an outstanding year under the leadership of these individuals. 

THANK YOU! 

In His Own Words 

Compatriot Harold Lemmon Theiss provided this story of his Patriot Ancestor Robert Lemon. 

I entered the service in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania on August 25, 1776 under 

Captain John Hopkins.  I enlisted for twelve months to do ranging service against the Indians 

in the western part of the state, toward Pittsburgh.   Colonel John Proctor was our 

Commander.  We marched, scouting on our frontier till sometime in December of that year. 

There was no General with us then, in December, an express came to our Colonel with word 

that the British were overrunning the Jersey, and that we must join General Washington at 

Morristown.  At that time the Maryland and Virginia troops had the smallpox very bad among 

them.  On our arrival at Lancaster our Colonel left us being a member of a convention that was 

about to meet at Philadelphia, we were then placed under Colonel Lochry. 

  We left Lancaster for Morristown.  When we arrived within 26 miles of Philadelphia, we took the road to Coryell's ferry 

and crossed the Delaware at that place, passed several towns, one was called Neal town.  Sometime in January 1777 we 

joined Washington at Morristown, his headquarters.  The day we arrived, General Washington received us.  The next day 

we left under General Maxwell, went up through a little town called Chatham, and arrived at Springfield that night.  Next 



day through Westfield to Spanktown in Jersey, a mile and a half from Amboy where the British were camped.  We were 

stationed there that winter.  We had small skirmishes, most every day. Sometime in February we had an engagement with 

the British at what was called the Ash-Swamp.  We remained at Spankstown till March.  We then marched back to 

Morristown.  From there General Washington sent us on to Philadelphia where we were discharged on May 25, 1777, 

having served nine months.  We were discharged before our time was out, having turned out for 12 months.  The reason of 

our discharge before our time was out I believe to be this; that most of the officers and men had families in Westmoreland, 

and the officers insisted on being permitted to return to that part of the country on account of the Indians who had become 

very troublesome, and accordingly we were discharged to go home for the better securing of our families.  I got a written 

discharge signed by both my Captain and Colonel.  On the road home, I met my father and family retreating from the 

Indians; we turned back with them and went into Cumberland County.   

I remained in Cumberland County until 1777.  Captain George Crawford on whose plantation my father had settled was 

called on to raise troops and I turned out and volunteered for 3 months under him.  William Duffield was our Colonel.  

We left there immediately and joined Washington at his headquarters near the White Horse Inn close to Philadelphia.  

This was the first time I saw Generals Lafayette and Wayne.  The General who was my Commander was Stephens from 

Virginia, who at the battle of Brandywine, got drunk, and ordered a retreat when he should have ordered a charge, for 

which he was broken, at least he never commanded anyone after that day.  We left headquarters with all the men that were 

there, with General Washington at our head.  We went down and met up with the British who had come across the country 

from the Head of Elk River at Brandywine in September 1777.  I was in that battle, which lasted for two or three hours, 

when the retreat was ordered.  We most certainly would have whipped them had we charged instead of retreating.   

General Wayne was stationed down in the creek at the ford and then he brought on the action.  After a while General 

Wayne left us to go up the creek further where the British were crossing in order to surround us. General Stephens was 

called to this place when he left.  When we were ordered to retreat the creek was almost stopped from running from the 

number of the British dead that was in it.  We killed a great many of them in the creek.  In our retreat I was overtaken by a 

light horse cavalryman, who cut at me often.  I understood guarding very well, which I did with my gun.  At length I got 

into a ditch and got time to fire my gun, which relieved me as the rider hung on one side of his horse as if he was shot.  

After that battle, we marched up to the Valley Forge and were moving around that area until the 25th October when we 

were discharged.  It became impossible to get provisions to keep us together, having served 2 months, 15 days. 

On the 1st of May 1778 when I turned out as a volunteer under Captain William Love who was then Camped at Fort 

Wallace, in Westmoreland county.  We were on the Black Tick Creek, on the right of the main road heading from 

Philadelphia to Pittsburgh.   

We remained there having repeated skirmishes with the Indians.  John Shields was the Colonel at that time, but we 

appeared to be principally under the command of our Captain.  We remained there until my three months had expired, and 

got home in August, having served three months as a private and discharged at that time. 

In August 1780 I moved to North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, near Charlotte Courthouse.   Colonel James Dixon of 

that county was raising a group of volunteers.  I remained there that fall and winter and the next spring in the month of 

May 1781.  I then turned out as a mounted volunteer under Captain Thomas Patton, who lived on the Catawba River.  We 

turned out at the order of Colonel Dixon,   We marched on directly to McCord's ferry on the Congaree River, crossed the 

river to Fort Motte on the south side of the river. We joined General Sumpter and General Green.  After being with Green 

only about one day we overtook the British at the Eutaw Springs.  We had an engagement at that place. 

The battle was fought on September 8, 1781; we whipped the British in that fight and kept the ground.  After the battle we 

left General Green with the main army and returned to Mecklenburg County under our Colonel.  The regiment was kept 

together because of the Tories until we arrived at home when we were discharged at Hill's Ironworks on September 25, 

1781, having served three months and 10 days as a private soldier. 



2013 Chapter Officers 
 

Lee Matson                            Philip Moody 

15280 Shellcrest Dr.                   16986 Oakstead Dr. 

North Fort Myers FL 33917          Alva FL 33920 

(239) 543-6769      (239) 694-4922 

lmatson@hotmail.com philipmmoody@comcast.net 

President & Registrar      Vice President 

  

John Jones      MAJ Earl Kennedy 

230 Cottage Ave             8381 Arborfield Ct 

LaBelle FL 33935                  Fort Myers FL 33912 

(863) 342-8091           (239) 292-6854 

john.jones.2009@comcast.net earlwk@embarqmail.com 

Secretary    Treasurer 

 
Dr. Albert E. Myers*     Rev. Dr. Randy D. Moody*   
1705 Junonia Court     16986 Oakstead Dr. 

Fort Myers FL 33908     Alva FL 33920     

(239) 481-7539     (239) 694-4922 

aemyers.net/contact  sarrevdoc@comcast.net 

 

Genealogist       Chaplain 

R. Guy Walton, Jr.*              Thomas R. Veal 

8430 Riviera Ave        5713-6 Foxlake Dr. 

Fort Myers FL 33919       North Fort Myers FL 33917 

(239) 936-5180              (239) 691-2070 

wgwal@aol.com  tomrveal@earthlink.net 

 

Historian                     Sergeant-At-Arms 

 

Trust Fund Trustees  

  MAJ Earl Kennedy                  Roy Wasson                   Dr. Albert E. Myers* 

  Treasurer                      Term Ending 2013                   Term Ending 2014 

*Denotes Past Chapter President  
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