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Private Thomas Phillips White – Connecticut Militia 
By Robert W. McGuire, Jr. 

 
The ancestors of Thomas Phillips White did not arrive on the Mayflower although there was a family of White’s 
on the passenger list, and Peregrine White of that family became the first “native born” American in the colony. 
The great, great grandfather of Thomas (another Thomas) was the progenitor of the family, arriving in 
Weymouth Massachusetts about 1630.  

Thomas’ father, Rev. Ebenezer White, graduated from Yale 
College in 1736 where he was a classmate of David 
Wooster…more about Wooster later. After graduation, 
Ebenezer was ordained and removed to Danbury Connecticut 
where he became the second minister of the Town. Shortly 
thereafter he married Mary Moss in Danbury where they and 
their descendants continued to live for nearly the next 170 
years. 
 
Rev. Ebenezer White enjoyed universal harmony with his 
congregation for more than 25 years. About the year 1762, 

religious controversy began in the Town. White had altered his sentiments and preaching in several particulars 
resulting in divisions, and in March 1764 an ecclesiastical council dismissed Rev. White from his pastoral 
charge. Ebenezer and many of his followers denied the jurisdiction of the council and formed a separate church. 
 
The youngest son of Ebenezer and Mary was Thomas P. White, born April 26, 1746. Thomas had two older 
brothers who both graduated from Yale College in 1760 and entered the ministry with their father. Thomas 
graduated from Yale in 1766 and married Ann Booth in 1769. They settled on a farm at Unity Rock in the Great 
Plains district of Danbury. In 1770, Rev. Ebenezer, his sons Joseph Moss and Ebenezer Russel, and other 
followers incorporated a society by the name of “New Danbury”. The society of New Danbury continued 
regularly until July 1774 when Rev. Ebenezer Russel White (Thomas’ older brother) united with another group 
known as the Sandemaniansi which lasted several years. 
 
After the news of the Battle of Lexington in April 1775 reached 
Danbury there was great excitement in the Town. Noble Benedict, a 
resident, started to raise a company of soldiers. The company was 
organized with Mr. Benedict as Captain and a total of ninety-eight 
members. Thomas White was not one of them. Instead, White enlisted 
in the 1st Company, 6th Regiment (COL Parsons) on May 17, 1775.  
 
Following that, White joined the 4th Regiment of Light Horse 
commanded by Major Ebenezer Bacchus and served near New York 
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Connecticut Hall, Yale College, built 1752 

The Battle of White Plains 
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from September 8th to November 2nd 1776. After the Battle of White Plains the 9th, 10th, 12th, and 16th Militia 
Regiments were sent to the Westchester border under General Wooster’s command.  
 
In January 1777 Private Thomas White enlisted in Captain Seth Seymour’s Company and served for 2 months. 

Captain Seymour’s Company was under General Wooster’s 9th Regiment of 
Militia. On the 25th of April 1777, the British raided Danbury, destroying supplies 
in the depot that had been established by the Second Continental Congress.  
 
They drove off the militia troops under Colonel Clarke. General Silliman 
assembled a force of about 500 militia members and 100 Continental Army 
Regulars and headed to Danbury. The British were alerted to the presence of the 
Americans on the 27th of April, and the commander ordered the houses of Patriots 
to be burned.  
 
In all more than 20 structures including Ebenezer White’s home and church 
meeting house were destroyed in Danbury. It is likely 
that the British burned only those buildings that were 
easily available in their haste to leave, including those 

whose owners may have been particularly obnoxious to the loyal heart. General 
Wooster (remember David Wooster, Yale classmate of Ebenezer White?) died in 
Danbury while leading forces against the British.  
 
After the Revolution, Thomas continued to operate the farm at Unity Rock and, with 
his wife, raised a family of six sons and three daughters. His wife was the sister of the 

wife of his elder brother, Joseph Moss White. Thomas 
served as a representative of the General Assembly in 
six sessions between 1798 and 1805. When he died at 
the age of 67 in Danbury in 1813, his was survived by 
his entire family including his wife and nine children.  
 
When establishing a “new” patriot ancestor with either SAR or DAR, it is 
necessary to first establish that the patriotic service claimed is, in fact, that of the 
same individual in the lineage of the applicant. Thomas White was not an 
uncommon name in Connecticut during the Revolution, and it became necessary 
to prove while some of the militia service recorded for Thomas White was 
attributable to two others of the same name, the particular service described 
above was that of Thomas Phillips White. This was mandated despite the fact that 
the father of the applicant had been a member of SAR, and his grandfather had 
been a member of the Sons of the Revolution (SR). 
 
The last in the White lineage to be born in Danbury (actually in an area that later 
became Bethel) in 1910 was Robert Norman White Jr., father of Compatriot 
Robert N. White III (deceased) and Caloosa Chapter Ladies Auxiliary member 
Anne Slocum (White) McGuire, and grandfather of Compatriots Peter and 

Thomas Sicilia, Compatriot Robert N. White IV, and Compatriot Alexander Pasquel. 
                                                           
i The Sandemanians represent an interesting and controversial (in this period) sect of faith introduced in America by Robert 
Sandeman. Followers practice a weekly celebration of the Lord’s supper, and the agape love feast which takes the form of dining 
together between morning and afternoon services. Their pacifism led some Patriots to consider them an enemy of the Revolution. 

The Battle of Danbury 

The house where General 
Wooster died, and the 
Wooster Monument. 

Major General David 
Wooster 
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From Your Newsletter 
Editor   
Compatriots, 
My pleas to members for stories of their patriot 
ancestors have fallen on deaf ears, so I have relied 
this month on information I compiled early in my 
term as Registrar. In an effort to get my brother-in-
law qualified for membership in SAR, it was 
necessary to compile a great deal of information on 
his patriot ancestor’s militia service. This was 
submitted to NSSAR in the form of a “proof 
argument” which was sufficiently persuasive for the 
genealogists at headquarters. As an aside, Rev. 
Ebenezer White has also been accepted as a new 
patriot by DAR for the distaff side of the family 
along with Thomas Phillips White. 
 

What’s in this issue? 

In this issue you will find a number of features that 
I hope are useful and interesting. A listing of dates 
and events that you can look forward to from now 
until we take our summer break in May is on page 
4. In addition to federal holidays, it lists meeting 
dates for the Chapter and the FLSSAR and NSSAR. 
Also listed are some national color guard events 
taking place mostly in the southeast. 

The highlights of the ExCom meeting held on 
January 11th are reported on page 5. President 
Radcliffe’s message is on page 6. The newly-
installed officers of the Caloosa Chapter for the 
2016-2017 term are shown on page 7. 

Turn to page 10 for information on upcoming 
membership meetings including programs that are 
scheduled and new RSVP contacts. 

The Caloosa Chapter January membership meeting 
featuring installation of officers for 2016 and the 
visit of FLSSAR President Larry Fehrenbaker and 
First Lady Jeanne, and awards presentations and 
other meeting activities is on pages 11 through 18. 

Finally, we have important information about the 
color guard (page 19) and we encourage all 
compatriots to consider obtaining a uniform and 
participating with us as we visibly promote the 
stated objectives of the SAR which are declared to 
be Historical, Patriotic, and Educational. 

Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. Generally, an issue will be 
published shortly after each monthly meeting so if 
you have an item that relates to a particular date or 
event, please get me the information in sufficient 
time for me to fit it in. My email address is: 
rmcguire@slvx.com. 
 
Because this newsletter is delivered digitally to 
most individuals, it enables features that are 
impossible in a print version. In particular, there are 
numerous “hyperlinks” (like my email address 
above) which allow you to leap directly to another 
document or website. Some, but not all, are shown 
in blue and underlined. Simply “click” on the link to 
go to the new thing. By publishing in Adobe .pdf 
format, this newsletter should open properly on 
various computers regardless of what their 
Operating System or Web Browser is. It also is easy 
to “zoom” to larger views, making it easier to read. 

Bob McGuire

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Looking Ahead 
 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
February    

5-6 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Winter BOM 
10 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 
12 Lincoln’s Birthday  1809 

13-14 Battle of Kettle Creek Washington GA 1779 
15 Presidents Day   
20 Edison Festival of Lights 

Parade 
Fort Myers Light Horse Harry Lee Camp 

Marching 
22 Washington’s Birthday  1732 

26-28 NSSAR Spring Leadership Louisville KY  
March    

5 Last Naval Battle Cocoa Beach, FL 1783 
7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

12 Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 

Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

12 Battle of Guilford 
Courthouse 

Greensboro NC 1781 

18-20 DAR Spring Forum Orlando FL Caloosa Chapter 
representatives participating 

19 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville FL 1777 
19 Book  Festival Ft. Myers FL w/ DAR 

April    
4 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

16 Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 

Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

18 Patriot’s Day Boston, MA 3rd Monday in May 
19 Battle of 

Lexington/Concord 
Massachusetts 1775 

May    
2 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
5 JROTC Awards Lee County Civic 

Center, Ft. Myers 
Caloosa Chapter presents 
awards to cadets 

11 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 
13-15 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Spring BOM 

21 Armed Forces Day   
28-30 A Nation Divided –  

Events in Observation of 
Memorial Day 

SW Florida Military 
Museum & Library 
Cape Coral 

Military Ball, Civil War 
Reenactors, and Flag 
Ceremonies 

30 Memorial Day   
Jun - Sep Summer Hiatus  Snowbirds go north 
June    

14 Flag Day   
July    

4 Independence Day  1776 
7-13 NSSAR 126th Congress Boston  
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The 11 January 2016 meeting of the Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR was held 
at the SW Florida Military Museum and Library in Cape Coral. A quorum of members were present. The 
following are highlights of the meeting. 

• In the absence of Color Guard Commander Compatriot Moody, Compatriot McGuire reported that both 
interest in and numbers of members are continuing to increase. Upon review of the draft minutes, 
Compatriot Moody reported that the four letter word “w-o-r-k” prevented him from attending the 
meeting, and will interfere with his participation in the Last Naval Battle celebration in March. 

• The Last Naval Battle celebration will on March 5, 2016. It was moved and passed to spend up to $50 
for a (artificial) wreath that may be reused at future events. Compatriot McGuire will take the lead in 
acquiring the wreath. 

• A motion was passed to purchase a bayonet and scabbard for the Chapter’s Brown Bess musket. The 
morning of February 27th is planned (weather permitting) for firing black powder weapons at the range 
at Babcock Ranch. All interested may participate. 

• Upcoming events include marching in the Edison Festival of Lights Parade on February 20th. In addition 
to uniformed color guard members, we can use others in “Class B” uniform to carry the Chapter banner. 
(Later note, we are the lead Color Guard, immediately behind the Grand Marshall cars). 

• Compatriot Radcliffe reported that response from local schools for the essay contest was 
“underwhelming” at best. With only one response (which did not meet contest rules) an honorable 
mention will be awarded for that effort. 

• Recording Secretary pro tem Compatriot Myers submitted minutes for the 7 December ExCom and the 9 
December annual meeting. Both were approved as submitted, and all present expressed appreciation to 
Compatriot Myers for his efforts. 

• Outgoing Secretary Compatriot John Jones submitted the latest membership roster and the Annual 
Report to FLSSAR. 

• Outgoing Treasurer Compatriot Jones gave a final accounting of Chapter finances, including the 
Vanguard trust fund. At the conclusion of the meeting records and materials were turned over to 
Treasurer-elect Compatriot Buff. 

• A resolution was passed that the new Treasurer be signatory on all accounts along with President-elect 
Compatriot Radcliffe and Vice-president-elect Compatriot McGuire. Also a motion was passed that 
Compatriots Myers and Radcliffe would remain as trustees for the trust fund, along with Compatriot 
Buff who holds the position by virtue of his office as Treasurer. 

• The year-end Registrar Report was submitted by Compatriot McGuire. He stated that there are presently 
three applications for new membership under review at NSSAR, with action on at least two expected 
shortly. 

• Compatriot McGuire will be re-working the website to provide current information including Chapter 
leadership and programs. 

• Transition plans were discussed for individuals holding new offices. In most cases no formal procedures 
are needed. In the case of the Treasurer, Chapter Bylaws require a review by an Audit Committee which 
will be formed. (Since the meeting, Secretary Sutphin has resigned from that position, leaving a vacancy 
that must be filled as soon as possible). 

• Meeting programs for the remainder of the season (through May) were reviewed. All meetings have 
program plans, with the May Public Service Awards program remaining to have details completed. 

• Compatriot Radcliffe is coordinating participation in the Reading Festival scheduled for March 19th. 
• Winter BOM will be in Orlando February 5-6th. 
• Compatriot Sutphin will chair a committee to contact the City of Cape Coral about designation of a 

Liberty Tree Monument. 
• A motion was passed to send a memorial contribution in honor of Compatriot Wayne Miller who passed 

away this month. 

January ExCom Highlights 
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

Your new officers were sworn in January 13, and are already at work 
continuing the efforts of our predecessors, with great appreciation for the 
significant work they have done to get us to this point. The vital position 
of secretary remains open. Anyone willing to join the executive 
committee in this position would be greatly appreciated. The schedule of 
events for the next few months is quite full and exciting. Please join us in as 
many as you can.  

The February Board of Management meeting in Orlando takes place over 
the 5th and 6th. The Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard will join with 
others for the posting of colors. Also, the Rumbaugh Oration will take 
place, with three Caloosa members involved in the judging and overall 
performance of the contest. Sadly, we do not have an entry this year.  
 
We have had one entry in the Knight Essay Contest from Dunbar High 
School in Fort Myers. She will be recognized with a certificate at our 
March meeting. Around the State of Florida approximately 70-100 essays 

are entered. We hope to increase participation from Lee County for next year.  
 
Don’t forget that the meetings in March and April are on Saturdays, not the usual second Wednesday. President 
Thomas Jefferson will give us a presentation in April. There is an excellent HBO series on John Adams which 
includes much interaction between John Adams, our second President, and Mr. Jefferson, our third President. 
Good viewing. 
 
Our Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard will march in the Edison Festival of Lights Parade on Saturday, 
February 20 beginning at 7 PM. Also, several of us will represent the Sons of the American Revolution and our 
Caloosa Chapter at the Southwest Florida Reading Festival on Saturday March 19 in Ft. Myers. Both of these 
activities are geared toward making more folks aware of who and what we are. Compatriot McGuire reminds 
me that we are still processing applications from prospective members we met at the Reading Festival last year.  
 
Our Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard will also be participating in the annual celebration of the Last Naval 
Battle of the American Revolution in Merritt Island, Florida on March 5. 
 
Don’t forget that plans for an event in conjunction with the Military Museum in Cape Coral are taking form for 
the Memorial Day weekend, May 28-30. It would be great to have a good turnout.  
 
And last but certainly not least, we participate in recognizing outstanding cadets in the Junior ROTC program 
this May 5th. There are about 5,000 cadets in the Lee County high schools, and we provide recognition of the 
outstanding cadets as recommended by their commanders.  
 
Please join us in as many of these events as you would like. Especially for grandchildren, the Edison Parade is 
always enjoyable.  
 
Russ Radcliffe 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2016-2017 

Left to right: 
Member-at-Large Jonathan Hunt 
Sergeant-at-Arms Tom Veal 
Past Chapter President/SW Region VP Lee Matson 
Chapter President Russ Radcliffe 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Commander Randy Moody 
Treasurer Mike Buff 
Chapter Vice-president/Registrar/Newsletter 
Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 

Managing to escape the group photo 
above, but not the diligence of newsletter 
photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
 

 



8 
 

The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. Having raised over $12 million to date, another $10 million is needed to complete 
the opening of a gallery, library, education center and offices for 809 Main Street, Louisville, Kentucky. Within 
the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who have provided a NSSAR legacy 
bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 
comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 
with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. 

While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 
represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Bob McGuire – rmcguire@slvx.com or (239) 542-0068  
1417 SW 52nd Terrace, Cape Coral, FL 33914 

Please info-copy EBuff@aol.com 

2016 Program Schedule 
 
February 10 – Chapter meeting, Program: Thomas Majors: One of Col. Cleveland’s Bulldogs – Compatriot 
Bill Sharp 
March 12 – Saturday Chapter meeting, Program: The Battling Captains: Silas Talbot & Thomas Truxton, 
Heroes of the Revolution – Compatriot Bruce Talbot 
April 16 – Saturday Chapter meeting, Program: Thomas Jefferson 
May 11 – Chapter meeting, Program: Public Service Awards 
  

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

JANUARY 13th MEETING 

 
For the final time as Chapter President Compatriot Lee Matson 
called the meeting to order followed by the regular rituals and 
welcomes to members and guests. Distinguished guests included 
FLSSAR President Dr. Larry Fehrenbaker and First 
Lady/FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary President Jeanne Fehrenbaker. 
Compatriot Fehrenbaker was on hand to install the slate of 
officers elected at the December annual meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prior to the beginning of the meeting, there 
was the opportunity to socialize and renew 
acquaintances as some of the attendees who 
are seasonal were at their first meeting of 
the season. Here, dual member Compatriot 
Ron Peck chats with President-elect 
Compatriot Russ Radcliffe, while in the 
background recently transferred Compatriot 
Bruce Talbot talks with Chaplain 
Compatriot Randy Moody. 
 
 

 
 

 

We set a record, at least within recent 
memory with a total of 45 members and 
guests attending our meeting at the 
picturesque Marina at Edison Ford / 
Pinchers in historic Fort Myers. 
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Compatriot John Jones and wife/Caloosa 
Ladies Auxiliary Member Betty once again 
made the trek from LaBelle into Fort Myers 
to enjoy an afternoon and participate in the 
ceremony installing new Chapter officers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also joining with us were Compatriot Bill 
Mellor and his daughter, Barbara Mellor, who is 
a member of Caloosahatchee Chapter DAR in 
Fort Myers, and a DAR Chapter near her home 
in Macon Couty, NC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Rich Geib shared an anecdote with 
our hostess, Chrsitina Krupa who is the Events 
Coordinator at the Marina at Edison Ford. 
Christina and all of the staff at the facility have 
been doing an absolutely great job of 
supporting our programs with delicious 
lunches, attentive service, and excellent 
audio/visual support. 
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A detail from the Light Horse Harry Lee Camp posted colors 
at the beginning of the meeting. Rifleman Compatriot Bill 
Sharp, snowbird from Michigan (and past President 
INSSAR) was followed (hiding behind the Betsy Ross flag) 
by Compatriot Lewis Elliott, and then Compatriot John Jones 
bearing the Caloosa Chapter flag. Note the numerous 
streamers on the flag which commemorate our previous 
“engagements”. 

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot McGuire had been pressed into 
service as the Color Guard commander because 
Light Horse Harry Lee commander, Compatriot 
Moody, had other commitments before and after 
our meeting which prevented the wearing of his 
uniform. 

 

 

 

Acting Color Guard commander 
McGuire (hiding behind Compatriot 
Elliott) takes full responsibility for the 
couple of glitches experienced in the 
movements of the color guard detail, and 
hopes that members will “chalk it up to 
inexperience” with opportunities for 
future improvement.  
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Our roomful of happy people included 
Florida Society President Compatriot 
Dr. Larry Fehrenbaker and his wife, 
Jeanne, who in addition to being “First 
Lady” is also the President of the 
FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary and a 
member of the Naples Chapter DAR. 

Incoming Chapter President Compatriot 
Dr. Russ Radcliffe, and his wife Mary, 
in a candid shot shortly before being 
installed as the new Chapter President. 

Yes, Mary Radcliffe has been recruited 
along with Ann Peck as the prospective 
newest members of the Caloosa Chapter 
Ladies Auxiliary. 
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After lunch, the time for the “serious business” of 
the meeting arrived, as outgoing Sergeant-at-Arms 
Compatriot Rich Geib called the names of the 
newly elected officers: 
  

• President – Compatriot Russ Radcliffe  
• Vice President – Compatriot Bob McGuire  
• Registrar – Compatriot Bob McGuire  
• Treasurer – Compatriot “Mike” Buff  
• Secretary – Compatriot Carl Sutphin  
• Sergeant-at-Arms – Compatriot Tom Veal  
• Historian – Compatriot Hal Theiss  
• Genealogist – Compatriot Albert Myers 

 

After taking the oath of office 
administered by Compatriot 
Fehrenbaker, Mary Radcliffe draped the 
president’s neck ribbon on her husband. 

• President – Compatriot Russ Radcliffe  
• Vice President – Compatriot Bob 
McGuire  
• Registrar – Compatriot Bob McGuire  
• Treasurer – Compatriot “Mike” Buff  
• Secretary – Compatriot Carl Sutphin  
• Sergeant-at-Arms – Compatriot Tom 
Veal  
• Historian – Compatriot Hal Theiss  
• Genealogist – Compatriot Albert 
Myers 
 

Accepting the gavel and congratulations 
from Compatriot Fehrenbaker, 
President Radcliffe assumed control of 
the meeting. He made gracious 
comments about the support of all of the 
outgoing and incoming officers of the 
Chapter. 
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All of the new officers stood to take the oath to faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office upon which they were entering. 

Outgoing Chapter President Matson conveyed upon Compatriot John Jones 
the Chapter Meritorious Service Award:  for long, faithful, and meritorious 
service to the Caloosa Chapter, particularly for his service as the Chapter 

Secretary/Treasurer. 
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President Radcliffe’s first official act 
was to confer upon Compatriot Matson 
the coveted past-president award for his 
service for three years as Caloosa 
Chapter President. 

Compatriot Matson said he was looking 
forward to retiring from the position of 
president, understanding that he would 
continue to be very involved in the 
Chapter and the State Society. He will 
continue to be a member of the 
Executive Committee as the past-
president, and he will also continue to 
serve as Regional Vice-president for the 
Southwest Region, FLSSAR. 
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  Compatriot Rev. Dr. Randy Moody has a word with 
President and Mrs. Fehrenbaker. As Compatriot 
Moody yields his position of immediate past-
president to Compatriot Matson, we can expect him 
to continue to play a prominent role in SAR at the 
chapter, state, and national levels. He remains as 
Chaplain and Color Guard Commander of the 
Caloosa Chapter and, as a Minuteman class of 2015 
awardee, will be a chapter delegate to the FLSSAR 
BOM, where also a member of the Executive 
Committee, Chaplain, and Parliamentarian. He will 
also continue as Parliamentarian for NSSAR and 
serve on numerous committees at the chapter, state, 
and national levels. 

The Caloosa Chapter continues to provide gift 
baskets for fund-raising by the FLSSAR Ladies 
Auxiliary. Seen here with Ladies Auxiliary (LA) 
Caloosa Chapter chair (and WOSAR) Anne 
McGuire are LA member Becky Elam (and 
WOSAR) who created the most recent basket, 
her husband Compatriot (and HODAR) Dwight 
Elam. 

GO Team! 

The Caloosa Chapter is singular in “pre-
selling” chances on the basket at our regular 
membership meetings. Because of the 
generosity of our members, $160 was raised at 
the January meeting which will be added to the 
proceeds from the auction to be held February 
5th at the BOM in Orlando. Our basket sales 
represent about ¼ the value of the total BOM 
auction proceeds. Our contributions supporting 
the programs of the SAR and Ladies Auxiliary 
are substantially larger when compared with 
other chapters around the state. 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 
of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of 
cavalry and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he 

earned the sobriquet of “Light 
Horse Harry” for his 
horsemanship. This unit became 
one of the best-known in the 
Continental Army’s history, and in 
1780 Lee was given authorization 
to form a formal Legionary Corps. 
Many of the best soldiers from 
other units either volunteered or 
were specially invited to join its 
ranks. In 1780 Lee was promoted 

to Lieutenant Colonel and on January 1, 1781 the Legion was re-
designated as the 2nd Partisan Corps, organized with 3 troops of horse 
and 3 troops of infantry. It was assigned to General Nathaniel Greene 
for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color 
Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The 
variety of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask 
questions about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who 
come to meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as 
Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as 
well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at 
http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf . 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf�
mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 

George Washington: born February 22, 1732,   

died December 13, 1799 

General-in–Chief of the Army, First President of the 
United States of America 

First in war—first in peace—and first in the hearts 
of his countrymen. 
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