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                 By Robert W. McGuire, Jr. 

I suppose I am showing my age when I observe that as a 
young student growing up in Massachusetts, we learned 
about Valley Forge. That terrible winter when the 
American Army hunkered down in December of 1777 
and General Washington struggled to maintain and 
rebuild his rag-tag troops into an effective fighting force. 
One that could face and defeat the British forces arrayed 
against the Continental Army when the fighting would 

resume in the spring. I am told that students in our local schools are no longer taught these matters. 
 
Here I sit in my office in Southwest Florida where the air conditioner maintains a pleasant environment, despite 
outside temperature in the mid-80’s, imagining the challenges facing the then Commander-in-Chief. My own 
experiences dealing with harsh winters in New England and serving in command and staff positions in the U.S. 
Army gives me a particular perspective and appreciation for the sacrifices made by these great Patriots as they 
camped nearly twenty miles north of Philadelphia two hundred and thirty nine years ago. 
 
Throughout the American Revolution, General George 
Washington often remarked that he would rather be at home in 
Mount Vernon. Despite his wishes, Washington did not return 
to his plantation on the Potomac from the moment he accepted 
his appointment as the Commander-in-Chief until after the 
American victory at Yorktown in 1781. Even under the most 
trying conditions, including his army’s winter encampments, 
Washington remained with his soldiers. He constantly 

exhibited the 
two traits most 
essential to successful military leadership: concern for and 
protection of his troops while never forgetting the primacy of his 
mission, and understanding of the critical nature of logistics.  
 
In a letter he wrote from Valley Forge on December 22, 1777 
Washington stated “It would give me infinite pleasure to afford 
protection to every Individual and to every Spot of Ground in the 
whole of the United States. Nothing is more my wish – But this 
is not possible with our present force. In all Wars, from the 
nature of things, Individuals and particular places must be 

exposed. It has ever been and ever will be the case, and we have only to pity and regret the misfortunes of those 
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who from their situation are subject to ravage and depredation.” Earlier in the same letter, Washington entreated 
“It is with infinite pain & concern, that I transmit Congress the enclosed Copies of Sundry Letters respecting the 
state of the Commissary’s Department. In these matters are not exaggerated. I do not know from what cause this 
alarming deficiency, or rather total failure of Supplies arises: But unless more vigorous exertions and better 
regulations take place in that line and immediately, This Army must dissolve.”  
 
In Pennsylvania, the detachments were small, mobile, scattered, and frequently mounted, and their 
responsibilities were more varied than at Wilmington. They had more frequent contact with the enemy and 
almost constant interaction with civilians as a result of their efforts to enforce 
the embargo between the city and its hinterland. These parries operated largely 
autonomously, but their overall supervision after Lord Stirling returned to camp 
in late December fell to Captain Henry Lee of Virginia (also known as Light 
Horse Harry Lee), who commanded a company of dragoons. Lee took charge 
of John Clark's intelligence service in January and assumed responsibility for 
disrupting trade with Philadelphia west of the river and for the camp's security.  
 
Like many officers whose duties involved regular close contact with civilians, 
Lee recognized the impossibility of completely segregating them from the 
enemy. He also developed a keen appreciation for the local inhabitants' point of 
view, for the unfairness with which the war imposed upon them, and for the 
need to find flexible solutions to these problems. He drafted a plan for 
consulting with the farmers in his area to mutually determine the amounts of 
food and forage they could realistically spare for the maintenance of his patrols. Individuals who agreed to 
deliver their surplus goods to his quarters would be paid for them and given a 'protection' for the rest of their 
crops.i 
 
Beginning in March at Valley Forge, systematic training of the soldiers began under the supervision of Baron 
von Steuben. A native of Prussia, he required a translator to convey his German instructions to the English 
speaking troops. The language barrier notwithstanding, his training regimen transformed the Continental Army. 
He began by training a core group of soldiers — including training on how to train soldiers. These soldiers 
trained others who trained others until the entire army was up to speed. The baron streamlined the use of the 
firearm, simplifying the complex procedure for firing and reloading muskets. He implemented a standard pace 
and cadence, allowing soldiers to keep step in a march without the use of a drum simply by watching the officer 
at the head of the column. You can read more about it in the copy of the Steuben drill manual, Baron von 
Steuben's Revolutionary War Drill Manual originally published as Regulations for the Order and Discipline of 
the Troops of the United States. The troops put their intensive training to the test in the battle of Monmouth 
shortly after the winter at Valley Forge, scoring a decisive victory for the Americans. 
 
The military power of the United States today relies heavily on science and technology, yet the basic principles 
of leadership, tactics, and logistics remain as important in the first decade of the 21st century as they were in the 
middle of the 18th century. Our forces should never be committed in battle without the absolute resolve to win. 
This must always remain paramount and deserves the unwavering support of every American, regardless of 
personal sacrifice or political beliefs. 
 
This holiday season, please keep in your thoughts and prayers 
our Patriot Ancestors who served in our Nation’s fight for 
Independence, those who have served in uniform from then 
until present to keep us free, and most of all, those who 
continue to serve in uniform around the world, often separated 
from their families and loved ones, and in situations of hardship 
and grave danger. God bless America! 
                                                           
i From The Valley Forge Winter: Civilians and Soldiers in War, Wayne Bodle 
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From Your Newsletter 
Editor   
Compatriots, 
What’s in this issue? 

In this issue you will find a number of features that 
I hope are useful and interesting. The cover story 
this month harkens back to the winter that General 
Washington took his battle weary army into 
cantonment at Valley Forge, and prepared it for 
battles to come in 1778. I think it is preferable to 
present stories of the patriot ancestors of our 
members but, alas none have been submitted 
recently. 

I am pleased that last month’s exhortation by Uncle 
Sam for members to serve in leadership positions 
has resulted in some success. New transfer 
Compatriot Jim Stone has agreed to serve as 
Secretary and was nominated from the floor at the 
annual meeting. Compatriot Ron Peck has agreed to 
assist with Registrar duties and will consider 
nomination to the position for the 2018 term. 
Compatriot Russ Radcliff has consented to assist 
with the publication of this newsletter – if he can 
gain sufficient mastery of a PC (he generally uses 
an Apple) as the programs used to create this 
“award-winning” publication are Windows based. 

A listing of dates and events that you can look 
forward to, from now until we take our summer 
break in May, is on page 4. In addition to federal 
holidays, it lists meeting dates for the Chapter and 
the FLSSAR and NSSAR. Also listed are some 
national color guard events taking place mostly in 
the southeast. 

The highlights of the monthly ExCom meeting held 
on December 5th are reported on pages 5 and 6. 
President Radcliffe’s message is on page 7. The 
current officers of the Caloosa Chapter for the 2016 

term are shown on page 8. This is the last time for 
exactly this line-up as we have a new group (mostly 
the same individuals) who will be installed at the 
January meeting. 

On pages 12 through 16, the December 14th 
Annual Meeting and elections are covered. We had 
42 members and guests in attendance, although we 
only had 39 planned on through RSVP’s. It is great 
to see everyone and share the companionship, but 
please sign up in advance if you plan to attend. 
Pinchers has been very accommodating in reacting 
to last minute changes, and no one went without a 
meal. Still…. 

The Caloosa Chapter once again this year 
participated in the Wreaths Across America 
ceremony in Cape Coral. This annual ceremony on 
the 3rd Saturday in December is a National Event of 
wreath-laying commemorating our fallen heroes. A 
report with photos is on page 17. 

Our Caloosa Chapter Speakers Bureau provides 
speakers  at  schools, churches and civic 
associations [ please visit our website -   
http://caloosasar.com/index_files/Page1155.htm ] 
for more information. For the third successive year 
we have had compatriots in uniform make 
presentation to Gulf Middle School students. This 
year, Compatriots Dwight Elam and Russ Radcliffe 
presented the program at Gulf Middle in Cape 
Coral, and then a week later they did it again (for 
the first time) at Lexington Middle School in Ft. 
Myers. See photo and report – Page 18. 

As we close out the year 2016, I want to personally 
thank all of those Compatriots and Friends of 
Caloosa who have contributed to this newsletter and 
to the programs of the Caloosa Chapter. Happy 
New Year! 
 
Bob McGuire
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Looking Ahead 
 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
January    

1 New Years Day   
9 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

11 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Installation of Officers 
16 MLK Day   

February    
4 Winter BOM Orlando Rumbaugh Contest 
6 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
8 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

11 Caloosahatchee DAR 90th Colonial Country Club Color Guard mission 
12 Lincoln’s Birthday   
14 Valentine’s Day   
18 Edison Festival of Lights Fort Myers Parade 
20 President’s Day   
22 Washington’s Birthday   

March    
2-4 NSSAR Spring Leadership Louisville KY  

8 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 
11 Last Naval Battle Merritt Island  

April    
3 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

15 Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 

Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

May    
1 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

10 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 
13 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville  

19-21 Spring BOM Orlando  
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The meeting of the Executive Committee (EXCOM) of the Caloosa Chapter, Florida Society of 
the Sons of the American Revolution was held in the conference room of the Veterans Library, 
Cape Coral, Florida on 5 December 2016. The meeting was called to order at 12:18 pm by 
President Russell Radcliffe. There was a quorum of members present. Guests in attendance 
included Larry Peck, President Charlotte Chapter and Anne McGuire, Regent of Lawrence 
Kearny Chapter DAR and member of the Caloosa Chapter, Ladies Auxiliary. 

Compatriot McGuire led off with reports for his area of responsibility: Registrar, Newsletter 
Editor, and Webmaster. He summarized the numbers of members and applicants in process. 
Caloosa currently has 91 members plus six applications awaiting final review at Headquarters. 
There were two new transfers into the chapter. McGuire noted that the November issue of the 
Caloosa Patriot, which he displayed, is nearly ready for distribution. As Webmaster, he reported 
that the number of visits to the website is growing and has reached 2019 visitors so far in 2016.  

He concluded by commenting on the success of the Liberty Tree dedication ceremony at Four 
Freedoms Park in Cape Coral on November 28, 2016. This was attended by many dignitaries 
including J. Michael Tomme, President General of NSSAR and Dr. Larry Fehrenbaker, Vice 
President General for the South Atlantic District NSSAR. Proclamations were presented by 
Compatriot Frank Mann for the Lee County Board of Commissioners, and Ms. Pearl Taylor for 
the City of Cape Coral. The excellent support and attendance of color guard members including 
the FLSSAR Sons of Liberty Commander and guardsmen from a number of FLSSAR Chapters 
was noted. Also, Compatriot Chuck McKinley presented a Certificate of Appreciation from the 
FLSSAR Liberty Tree Committee. 

Compatriot Buff gave his Treasurer’s report and provided copies for those attending. He noted 
that there were 16 members whose dues remained unpaid. Various compatriots agreed to assist 
by making direct follow-up contacts with delinquent members. It was moved and approved that 
the report be accepted as presented. The Secretary’s minutes of the November 7th meeting 
prepared by Compatriot Tabler and assisted by Compatriot Myers were accepted without further 
review.  

A discussion of the Nominating Committee activities was led by Compatriots Matson and 
McGuire indicating that all vacancies had been matched with candidates with the exception of 
Secretary. There followed discussion of revision of Chapter Bylaws to provide for additional 
officer positions including Assistant Registrar and Second Vice President. There was general 
support for this proposal. Proposed Bylaw changes would be drafted. However, current Bylaws 
require that they may only be amended by a two-thirds vote of Members present and voting at 
the Annual Meeting, and that the text of the proposed amendment be submitted to the ExCom. 

December ExCom Highlights 
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The ExCom must review and present their recommendations to Members at a regular meeting 
which is also at least 30 days in advance of the Annual Meeting. Time constraints prevent these 
changes from being acted upon sooner than the 2017 (December) annual meeting. 

In the absence of color guard commander Compatriot Moody, Compatriot McGuire reviewed 
some upcoming activities. These included posting colors at the Caloosahatchee DAR Chapter 
90th Anniversary celebration on February 11th, and participation in the Edison Festival of Lights 
parade on February 18th. Nearer term, the Wreaths Across America ceremonies at Tarpon Point 
in Cape Coral and at Memorial Gardens in Ft. Myers were mentioned as upcoming national 
color guard events. McGuire also reviewed recent color guard activities including the Pride & 
Patriotism Awards at Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall where Compatriots McGuire, 
Radcliffe, and Buff had participated in uniform as Veteran presenters and Compatriot Moody 
had given the benediction. 

The mentoring program for new members was discussed and compatriots present volunteered to 
become mentors in the future. It was suggested that the second line signer on new applications 
be the mentor for future new members. Compatriot Myers noted that he is already working with 
and mentoring several applicants in his role as Genealogist. 

Guest Anne McGuire introduced all to the new Naturalization Ceremonies being conducted by 
the USCIS* in Ft. Myers. The DAR is hoping to increase their participation in these events and 
suggested that Caloosa Chapter may wish to participate as well in the future. She also discussed 
identifying further support activities that might be provided by the Ladies Auxiliary. 
Compatriot Charlotte Chapter Larry Peck discussed the difficulty of member involvement in 
chapter activities and leadership. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 

* USCIS is the United States Citizenship and Immigration Service. 
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

As the holiday season falls upon us and the calendar year draws 
to a close, it is a good time to reflect on the good things which 
have come our way in the last year. Although we have lost three 
members in 2016, we have also welcomed new members so that 
we have enjoyed good growth. Pincher’s Restaurant has been a 
good venue for our meetings, and our Officers have been able to 
maintain good organization and function.  
 
At our regular meeting on December 14, we enjoyed a 
presentation by Compatriot Reverend Dr. Randy Moody on the 
SAR Foundation and the SAR Center Interpretive Plan. The 
Caloosa Chapter Officer slate for 2017 was presented and 
approved. All previous officers have agreed to continue, except 

that Ken Tabler asked to be replaced as secretary. Fortunately Jim Stone, a recent transfer, was 
nominated from the floor and immediately approved. Welcome, Jim!  Officers will take the oath 
of office at the upcoming January 11th meeting, to be administered by Compatriot Lee Matson.  
 
Certificates of Appreciation were awarded to Ken Tabler for his efforts as secretary in 2016, 
and to Carl Sutphin for his solid efforts coordinating with the bureaucracy of the City of Cape 
Coral and arranging with the Coral Ridge Funeral Home and Cemetery to fabricate and install 
the memorial marker, all of which was essential to pulling off our Liberty Tree Dedication 
Ceremony on November 28th at the Four Freedoms Park in Cape Coral. In addition to 
negotiating a very favorable contract with Coral Ridge, he also made a very generous personal 
contribution for the memorial. This will leave the Caloosa Chapter with no cost at all after we 
receive partial reimbursement from FLSSAR. A Meritorious Service Medal was presented to 
Compatriot Lee Matson for his numerous services over the years to the Caloosa Chapter, and a 
long overdue Bronze Roger Sherman Medal was presented to Minuteman Reverend Dr. Randy 
Moody, also for many years of Chapter service.  
 
Saturday, December 17 was National Wreaths Across America Day, locally represented by 
Compatriots Bob McGuire and Lewis Elliott in Color Guard uniform. Nationwide, this 
volunteer program has grown to placing over a million wreaths at military cemeteries, and on 
the waters to commemorate naval battles, each December.  
 
Have an enjoyable holiday with friends, family and each other. The pace quickens a little in 
January, and explodes in February! Edison Parade, February 18th.  
 
 
Russ Radcliffe 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2016-2017 

Left to right: 
Sergeant-at-Arms Tom Veal 
Past Chapter President/SW Region VP Lee Matson 
Chapter President/Trustee Russ Radcliffe 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Commander Randy Moody 
Treasurer/Trustee Mike Buff 
Chapter Vice-president/Registrar/Newsletter 
Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 

Managing to escape the group photo 
above, but not the diligence of newsletter 
photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
 

 

Our newest Chapter Officer: Compatriot 
Lewis Elliott has been selected to serve 
as Member-at-Large. 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. Having raised over $12 million to date, another $10 million is needed to complete 
the opening of a gallery, library, education center and offices for 809 Main Street, Louisville, Kentucky. Within 
the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who have provided a NSSAR legacy 
bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 
comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 
with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. 
While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 
represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Bob McGuire – mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com   
 

Please info-copy: Mike Buff -  mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com 

2016 - 2017 Program Schedule 
January 11, 2016 – Installation of Officers, Program: Daniel Boone 
February 8 – Chapter Meeting, Program: George & Martha Washington 
March 8 – Chapter Meeting, Program: If you were a Colonist, Road to Revolution 
April 15 (Saturday) – Chapter Meeting, Program: Eagle Scouts 
May 10 – Chapter Meeting, Program: First Responders Awards 
 

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com�
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

 

 

 

In the absence of Caloosa Chapter President 
Dr. Russ Radcliffe for health reasons, Vice 
President Bob McGuire called the December 
Annual Membership meeting to order and led 
participants through the rituals of the 
Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, The 
American’s Creed, and the SAR Pledge as we 
start each of our meetings. 

 

As the winter season has arrived, so have 
many of our seasonal residents, compatriots, 
and dual members. We were pleased to 
welcome back compatriots, wives, and 
prospective members whom we have not 
seen in a while. Foreground: Lois Walsh and 
Ann Crippen. To the rear, left to right: Alan 
Crippen, James Dozier, Randy Moody, Carl 
Gaffin, Anne Peck, and Ron Peck. 

 

The tables quickly filled up as members and 
guests arrived between 11:30 and Noon. 
Socializing before the start of the meeting -  
(seated) Clif and Barbara Nivison, Lewis 
Elliott, and (not showing his great mustache) 
Wes Higgins. In the rear - Jim Stone, Bob 
McGuire, Randy Moody, and (facing away) 
Bruce Talbot. Just visible in the corner – Carl 
Sutphin.  

December 14th Annual Membership Meeting 
Elections 
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This table included prospective 
member Paul Myatt, Stan Parmerter, 
prospective member Ed Humbert, and 
Lee Matson. Bob McGuire standing to 
the rear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Showing their backs were (right to 
left) Wes and Joy Morris, then Anne 
and Bruce Talbot, with Carl Sutphin 
and Chris LeConte facing and Earl 
Kennedy on the far right. 

 

 

 

Arriving just before noon - the “Parker 
Clan” with Kim Parker center, her mother 
Patsy Welsh to her left, and sons (and 
some of our newest members) Trey and 
Taylor Parker. We were expecting 39 in 
total, we had 42. With 5 tables of 8 each, 
Mike Buff and Anne McGuire had their 
lunches at the “kids table” and didn’t get 
into the pictures.  



 

14 
 

 

 

Compatriot (outgoing Secretary) Ken 
Tabler chatted with Compatriot Historian 
Hal Thiess prior to the meal being served. 

 

 

 

Compatriot Carl Sutphin looked over the 
mementoes from the Liberty Tree 
Dedication ceremony which had taken 
place on November 28th. These included a 
photo of the combined Light Horse Harry 
Lee, Sons of Liberty, and Lawrence 
Kearny DAR color guards, a copy of a 
certificate of appreciation from the 
FLSSAR Liberty Tree Committee, and 
proclamations from the Lee County 
Commissioners and the City of Cape 
Coral. 

 

 

With a bit of arm-twisting, 
Compatriot Registrar (and Vice 
President, Newsletter Editor, 
Webmaster) McGuire has convinced 
Compatriot Ron Peck (dual member 
& seasonal resident) to become 
“Assistant Registrar” in the hope that 
in the future, time may be ripe for 
him to become the new Caloosa 
Chapter Registrar. 
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With even more arm-twisting by 
Compatriots Matson and McGuire, 
new transfer member Jim Stone has 
agreed to serve as Chapter Secretary. 
Accordingly, Nominating 
Committee Chairman Matson 
nominated Compatriot Stone from 
the floor, filling out the entire slate 
of officers for 2017. 

 

 

 

Having had a quorum certified by 
Compatriot Buff, the slate of 
nominees was read by Compatriot 
Matson, after which it was voted 
in by acclamation. 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Moody presented a 
program about the SAR Foundation 
and the new SAR Center Interpretive 
Plan. He encouraged members to 
consider the SAR Foundation in their 
estate planning, noting benefits of 
supporting the SAR programs instead 
of simply leaving bequests to family 
who may not be totally prudent in their 
use of such funds. 
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Finally it was time to provide recognition 
to some compatriots whose efforts have 
supported the Caloosa Chapter and the 
SAR. Compatriot Tabler was recognized 
for his efforts in filling in as Secretary in 
2016 with a Certificate of Appreciation. 

 

 

Compatriot Sutphin was recognized in the 
same manner for his contributions to the 
Liberty Tree Dedication and ceremony. 

 

 

Compatriot Matson was awarded the Chapter 
Meritorious Service Medal for his long and 
dedicated service to the Caloosa Chapter and the 
SAR. 

 

 

Finally, Compatriot Moody was 
“surprised” with the award of the Bronze 
Roger Sherman Medal – the only Chapter 
level medal for which he qualified, but had 
never been awarded. 

  



 

17 
 

 

 

This is the second consecutive year in which 
the Caloosa Chapter has participated in the 
Wreaths Across America program in Cape 
Coral. Since 2009, this has been designated as 
the first “Floating Location” in the USA 
honoring our Military lost/buried at sea. 

 

 

Joining us at Tarpon Point Marina was the 
Lawrence Kearny DAR Chapter along with many 
Veterans and Patriotic organizations. This year 
the theme was “Say their Names” and the names 
of those who had been participants in the past and 
who had passed away in the last year were read. 

 

 

 

Providing major support to the program was the 
US Naval Sea Cadets Gulf Eagle Division 
which had been our featured program at last 
month’s Meeting. 

 

Gold Star parents – those who had lost a child 
or spouse in military service – were honored 
with wreaths and roses at the program. The 
wreaths were set in the water near San Carlos 
marker, approximately 3 miles off Ft. Myers 
Beach. 

  

Wreaths Across America 
December 17, 2016 
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For the third year in a row, the Caloosa Chapter was invited to give a presentation about the 
Sons of the American Revolution and the founding Patriots to Gulf Middle School Social 
Studies students. This year, the program included five Social Studies classes in the 
discussion. The Media Center of the school provided enough room for 50 or more students 
to be involved at a time. During the day, Compatriots Elam and Radcliffe participated in 8 
periods of instruction between 8:35 AM and 3:50 PM. Compatriot Elam was dressed in 
Continental Army uniform while Compatriot Radcliffe was dressed as a General on George 
Washington’s staff. 

The students gained a greater understanding of the lives, weaponry, and tactics experienced 
by the Patriots in their war for independence against the British Empire. Students were 
courteous and attentive throughout our presentations, and thoughtfully sent us a message of 
appreciation afterwards. 

Following the program at Gulf Middle School, Compatriots Radcliffe and Elam made a 
repeat performance at Lexington Middle School in Fort Myers. Again, the presentation was 
a resounding success and future invitations are expected.  

Caloosa Speakers Bureau 
October 28th & November 14th, 2016 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 
of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of 
cavalry and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse 
Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known in the Continental Army’s history, 
and in 1780 Lee was given authorization to form a formal Legionary 
Corps. Many of the best soldiers from other units either volunteered or 

were specially invited to join its 
ranks. In 1780 Lee was promoted 
to Lieutenant Colonel and on 
January 1, 1781 the Legion was re-
designated as the 2nd Partisan 
Corps, organized with 3 troops of 
horse and 3 troops of infantry. It 
was assigned to General Nathaniel 
Greene for service in the southern 
theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the 
American Revolution. Color Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable 
and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The variety of uniforms and flags invite children, 
spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask questions about the American Revolution. The 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who come to meetings and events properly uniformed 
as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is 
available for participation in community events locally, as well as Regional and National celebrations. Read 
the SAR Guardsman Magazine at http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf . 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf�
mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�


 

20 
 

The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Recessional 

 
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 
nation of free men. 
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