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Jonathon Shafter Skinner – Revolutionary War Soldier 
By Stanley Parmerter and Robert McGuire

Jonathon and his twin brother David Skinner were 
born to parents Joseph Skinner and Mary Slafter 
Skinner in Tolland CT on October 3, 1753. At that 
time, they had two older brothers: Joseph (born 
1734) and Eleazer (born 1746). It is recorded that 
three of the brothers – the twins and Joseph – all 
served in the Army during the Revolution. After the 
battles of Lexington and Concord, a call went out 
asking for militia from the adjoining colonies to 
help in the defense of Boston. On May 15, 1775 
Jonathon Skinner enlisted in the Connecticut militia 
that went to Massachusetts in answer to this call for 
help. 
 

He served 
first as a 
private in 
the 7th 

Company 
under 

Captain 
Ephriam 

Manning. It 
is likely 

that he was in the Battle of Bunker Hill since it is 
reported that Captain Manning was in action there. 
On June 15th, General Israel Putnam was directed to 
set up defenses on the Charleston Peninsula, 
specifically on Bunker Hill. Men from the 
Connecticut regiment built defenses, primarily on 
Breed’s Hill. On June 17th the British launched 
three attacks. In the end, the British had taken the 
ground, but at great loss: they suffered 1,054 
casualties (226 dead and 828 wounded) with a 
disproportionate number of these officers.  

 
 
British General 
Henry Clinton 
remarked in his 
journal “A few 
more such 
victories would 
have shortly put 
an end to British 
dominion in 

America”. 
 
In July of 1775 George 
Washington was 
appointed Commander-in-
Chief of all of the Militia 
units serving in 
Massachusetts, making 
them the first Continental 
Army. Thus Jonathon had 
the distinction of serving 
under Washington in his 
first command. His period 
of enlistment ended 
December 15, 1775.  
 
In its first major attempt at cooperation with the 
Americans, France sent Admiral the Comte 
d’Estaing with a fleet of 12 ships of the line and 
French Army troops to assist. On Aquidneck Island, 
where Newport RI is located, American and British 
forces had been in a standoff since the British 
occupation began in late 1776. On July 29th, the 
French fleet arrived off Pt. Judith and, with 
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Generals Green and Lafayette began to develop a 
plan of attack. On August 8th D’Estaing moved the  
bulk of his fleet into Newport Harbor and the next 
day began disembarking some of his 4,000 troops. 
Lord Howe’s fleet arrived from New York off Point 
Judith on August 9th and on the 10th D’Estaing re-
boarded his troops and sailed out to do battle with 
Howe. As the two fleets maneuvered, a major storm 
broke out which raged for two days and scattered 
both fleets. As the two fleets sought to regroup, 
individual ships encountered enemy ships and two 
French ships (including the already damaged 
flagship) were severely mauled. D’Estaing informed 
General Sullivan that he would be unable to assist 
them. 
 
In Jonathon’s next assignment he served from 
August 5, 1778 to September 21, 1778 as a corporal 

in Captain Ezekiel 
Olcott’s Company, 
part of Colonel 
Tyler’s Brigade of 
Foot, Connecticut 
militia under Major 
General John 
Sullivan. The Battle 
of Rhode Island, also 
known as the Battle of 
Quaker Hill and the 
Siege of Newport 
took place on August 
29, 1778. Forces 

under the command of General Sullivan were 
withdrawing to the northern part of Aquidneck 
Island after abandoning their siege of Newport. On 
the 30th Continental forces withdrew to Bristol and 
Tiverton, leaving Aquidneck Island under British 
control. General Sullivan almost caused a rift 
between us and our allies when he accused the 
French Admiral of treachery and cowardice. 
 
The final service record for Jonathon Skinner was 
serving in Colonel Canfield’s Connecticut militia 
regiment at West Point New York in September 
1781.  
 
His tombstone reads “SEVEN YEARS IN 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR” which suggests that he 
considered himself serving throughout the period 
1775 to 1782. Likely, he remained a member of his 
militia unit until receiving a discharge at the end of 

the War 
although his 
active service 
was limited to 
those dates 
shown above. 
In 1787 he 
married Judith 
Knight of 
Lebanon CT 
and raised a 
family of six 
children. He 

died in 1836 and was buried at the Union Corners 
Cemetery, North Java, Wyoming New York. His 
widow applied for and was granted a pension based 
upon his Revolutionary War service under the 
Pension Acts of 1838 and later. These pension 
applications required voluminous documentation to 
support the service of the veteran. An affidavit was 
submitted by William Patten and is included in the 
pension file of Judith Skinner. This statement, made 
under oath, explains that he lived in the same town 
with the Skinner family and knew the three brothers 
(Joseph, along with twins David and Jonathon) 
well. He stated that he had served with Joseph but 
not with the twins. He reported that he had heard 

one story about Jonathon that he remembered... “at 
one time the said Jonathon Skinner was out on a tour 
of duty and the troops were brought to an engagement 
with the enemy & his Colonel chanced to see the said 
Jonathon squat behind a drum & came up to him & 
gave him a severe kick with his foot and ordered him 
into his post in line.” 
 
When we undertake research of our ancestors, what 
we find is not always what we expect nor is it 
always even complimentary. To be remembered by 
a neighbor providing testimony some 62 years after 
the end of the War as having provoked the wrath of 
one’s Colonel is not what most of us would prefer 
as a legacy. Surely though, all three Skinner 
brothers from Tolland CT were patriots of the 
American Revolution. Jonathon’s widow, Judith, 
was successful in her pension application. 

 

General John Sullivan 
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From Your Newsletter 
Editor   
Compatriots, 
 
I want to express my appreciation to Compatriot 
Stanley Parmerter for sharing the story of his patriot 
ancestor in this issue. He explained to me that he 
had received (from a cousin) a copy of a photo of 
Jonathon Skinner’s grave stone in Union Corners 
Cemetery near North Java, Wyoming County, NY. 
When he later visited the cemetery, he found the 
next grave to be Jonathon’s eldest son, Thomas. 
Nearby was the grave of his grandson Levi Thomas 
– a wounded veteran of the Civil War. Levi was 
Compatriot Parmerter’s great grandfather. 
 

* 

I am again asking that my Caloosa Chapter 
Compatriots take a little time to research and write 
a story of their own patriot ancestor’s contributions 
to the founding of the United States of America. 
Whether they led troops in battle or served as a 
fifer, were a member of the Continental Congress or 
served as a local government official, took an oath 
to support the revolution or simply provided 
material support, they were a part of the foundation 
of this country. Please share with us. 

In this issue, you will find a number of features that 
I hope are useful and interesting The next page has 
a listing of dates and events that you can look 
forward to from now until we take our summer 
break in May. In addition to federal holidays, it lists 
meeting dates for the Chapter and the FLSSAR and 
NSSAR. Also listed are some national color guard 
events taking place mostly in the southeast. 

Caloosa Chapter activities in November included 
our membership meeting featuring inductions of 
two new members, awards presentations, and our 
program speaker – Ralph Santillo, CEO/Founder of 
the SW Florida Military Museum & Library. 
Highlights of the November ExCom meeting were 

summarized in the last (November) issue and this 
issue will be published prior to the next ExCom 
scheduled for December 7th. Our Chapter was well-
represented at the annual Pride & Patriotism event, 
and two color guard members teamed up to give an 
all-day presentation on the Revolutionary War to 
Gulf Middle School students in Cape Coral. 

As we enter the last month of 2015, we look 
forward to the election of officers for the next year 
in December followed by their installation in 
January. Special thanks and acknowledgement 
should be given to all who have served in leadership 
positions in the Chapter, but most especially to 
Compatriot Lee Matson – soon to be the Past 
President of the Chapter – and to Compatriot John 
Jones who is stepping down as Secretary/Treasurer. 
Lastly, extra thanks to Compatriot Jones who has 
served as my “quality control” since I began my 
term as newsletter editor!  

Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. Generally, an issue will be 
published shortly after each monthly meeting so if 
you have an item that relates to a particular date or 
event, please get me the information in sufficient 
time for me to fit it in. My email address is: 
rmcguire@slvx.com. 
 
Because this newsletter is delivered digitally to 
most individuals, it enables features that are 
impossible in a print version. In particular, there are 
numerous “hyperlinks” (like my email address 
above) which allow you to leap directly to another 
document or website. Some, but not all, are shown 
in blue and underlined. Simply “click” on the link to 
go to the new thing. By publishing in Adobe .pdf 
format, this newsletter should open properly on 
various computers regardless of what their 
Operating System or Web Browser is. It also is easy 
to “zoom” to larger views, making it easier to read. 

Bob McGuire

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Looking Ahead 
 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
December    

7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
9 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Annual Meeting, Elections 

12 Wreaths Across America Tarpon Point 9:30 to 10:30 AM 
25 Christmas   

January 2016    
1 New Years Day   

11 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
13 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Installation of Officers 
16 Battle of Cowpens SC 1781 
18 MLK Day   
30 Battle of Cowan’s Ford NC 1781 

February    
1 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

5-6 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Winter BOM 
10 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford  
12 Lincoln’s Birthday  1809 

13-14 Battle of Kettle Creek Washington GA 1779 
15 Presidents Day   
22 Washington’s Birthday  1732 

25-28 NSSAR Spring Leadership Louisville KY  
March    

5 Last Naval Battle Cocoa Beach, FL 1783 
7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

12 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Saturday Meeting 
12 Battle of Guilford 

Courthouse 
Greensboro NC 1781 

19 Battle of Thomas Creek Jacksonville FL 1777 
19 Book  Festival Ft. Myers FL w/ DAR 

April    
4 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

13 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Thomas Jefferson 
18 Patriot’s Day Boston, MA  
19 Battle of 

Lexington/Concord 
Massachusetts 1775 

May    
2 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 

11 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford  
13-15 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Spring BOM 

Jun - Sep Summer Hiatus  Snowbirds go north 
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

As this will be my last message as your chapter president, I wish to review 
some of the past three years that I have served. The chapter has grown from 
approximately 60 members to the current 78, with several applications pending 
approval.  Our meeting venues have moved several times and currently are back 
to a previous physical location but under a different name.  The original was the 
Royal Palms Yacht Club but now is Pinchers – The Marina at Edison Ford. The 
usual number of meeting attendees had been in the twenties, but the last two 
meetings about thirty-five attended.  

As for our color guard, we originally had five members.  However, that dropped 
to three but is currently five again with the promise of a couple members more 
getting uniforms.  This means that the chapter will be better represented at 
public functions.  The Excom has approved a partial reimbursement for 
uniforms.  

We now have a Caloosa Chapter Ladies Auxiliary (currently with four members) that has been very helpful in 
representing our chapter with their baskets of goodies that are raffled at the state Board of Management 
meetings.  The proceeds go toward awards presented to youth contestants at the state level. We have set up a 
program where we honor DAR ladies with recognition for referring new members.  Once a candidate is 
approved, a certificate of appreciation is presented to her, and after a total of three members are approved a 
medal is presented.  There is also a $500.00 award to the DAR State Society that recruits the most SAR 
members nationally in a calendar year. So far, several DAR ladies have received certificates and medals.  I 
believe that the DAR is one of our best recruiters. 

Our youth programs have grown slowly.  The original was the Rumbaugh Oration program.  We are moving 
into the Eagle Scout recognition program and hoping to get the Knights Essay contest started.  These programs 
require a lot effort for the chapter member or members to pursue.  This is an area that I would like to see more 
members to step forward and help out. As I mentioned in the last newsletter, I am proud of the many members 
that have taken an interest in participating at the state level as committee members, committee chairman and 
state officers.  When I first transferred to the chapter six years ago, I am aware of only two members attending 
the BOMs. At the most recent BOM, there were seven Caloosa Chapter members, and two wives, attending. 

In closing, I must thank the several chapter officers that have been instrumental in making this chapter great and 
grow.  Several have put in a lot of hours and it is appreciated. 

Lee Matson 

 

The December meeting of the Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter, FLSSAR will be held at 
the SW Florida Military Museum and Library in Cape Coral on December 7th. The highlights of the meeting 
will be reported in the January Caloosa Patriot. 

December ExCom Highlights 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2014-2015 

Left to right: 
Chapter President/FLSSAR SW Region VP Lee Matson 
FLSSAR President Lawrence Fehrenbaker 
Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
Registrar/Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 
Secretary/Treasurer/Trustee John Jones 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Cmdr Randy Moody 

Not Shown: 
Sgt-at-Arms Richard Geib 
Member-at-Large Allen Brown 
Genealogist/Recording Secretary/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 



 

7 
 

The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. As of January 1, 2015, a new campaign will create “The 1776 Society” to move 
forward with two primary purposes: the creation of the world class SAR museum, and the creation of the new 
NSSAR endowment fund. Within the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who 
have provided a NSSAR legacy bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR 
Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot.  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Nota Bene 
Ladies Auxiliary, FLSSAR 

The objectives of the Ladies Auxiliary are in common with the FLSSAR. In addition, they are to: 
• Provide SAR wives, widows, and female relations of SAR members with a method of supporting the 

SAR. 
• Support patriotic activities of the SAR. 
• Participate in projects for the SAR. 
• Further cooperation between the SAR and other patriotic societies. 
• Educate the public about the SAR. 
• Aid the SAR at its annual Conferences and other meetings. 
• Enhance the social environment of the SAR. 

Membership in the Ladies' Auxiliary of the Florida Society of the Sons of the American Revolution is 
open to wives, mothers, daughters, sisters, aunts, nieces 

and other women relatives of members of the National Sons of the American Revolution who are in 
good standing, or were at the time of their death. 

Contact Anne McGuire {amcguire@slvx.com or (239) 542-0068} for further information about the 
FLSSAR Ladies Auxiliary. 

2016 NSSAR Congress 
The 126th NSSAR Annual Congress will be held in Boston, MA on 8 to 13 July 2016 at the Westin Copley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reservations may be made at: 
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1507205110&key=3764DCCA 

See also the Massachusetts Society SAR information at - http://www.massar.org/support-congress-2016-in-
boston/ 

mailto:amcguire@slvx.com�
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1507205110&key=3764DCCA�


 

10 
 

Sons of the American Revolution Medals 
We continue with our series on medals that your Chapter has presented in the past. In this case, the medal 
being featured is one that is only awarded at the National Level. I thought that it would be interesting for 
you to understand the requirements for these medals. The requirements are taken from the National Society 
SAR Handbook.  This month, we will explain a little more about the Minuteman Award. Established in 
1951, this award is the NSSAR’s most prestigious award. Only those Compatriots who have made 
distinguished and exceptional service to the National Society may be so recognized. 

MINUTEMAN MEDAL 

Our October issue of the Caloosa Patriot announced 
the award of the Minuteman Medal to Compatriot 
Randy Moody as member of the Class of 2015, and 
related some of the contributions that he has made 
to the NSSAR leading to his selection for this 
honor. 
 
Annually at the Spring Leadership Meeting, the 
Minuteman Committee (appointed by the President 
General from members holding the award) selects 
and announces no more than six award recipients 
for the current year. The award consists of a 
rectangular medal, struck in sterling silver 
suspended from a neck ribbon of light blue silk.  
The obverse depicts a Minuteman holding a rifle 

with a plow in the background along with the Liberty Bell.  The reverse is inscribed “Highest Award of the 
National Society Sons of the American Revolution.  Presented to (Name, Year).”  A certificate accompanies 
the medal.  A miniature version is available. The Minuteman Award precedence is #2, immediately 
following the SAR Badge.    

 

OTHER AWARDS IN NOVEMBER 

In addition to awards presented in November that are highlighted 
elsewhere in this issue, Caloosa Chapter presented the Bronze Good 
Citizenship award to Mr. Chip Swann, President of Gulf Coast 
Builders Inc. In presenting the award to Chip, Compatriot McGuire 
remarked “We make this award, not just because of your generous 
loan of your utility trailer that we used as a parade float this past 

summer, but moreover for 
your decades of contributions 
to our community ‘in behalf 
of our American principles’.  

“As a small business owner and entrepreneur, you have built an 
organization that provides high-quality services with honesty and 
integrity. You provide good jobs to many people, always showing 
compassion and concern for their well-being. You served your 
Country in your youth in the US Navy, and you continue to serve 
SW Florida and your Country today.” 



 

11 
 

 

Our Calendar of Events 

The Marina at Edison Ford 
2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are held Monthly on the 2nd Wednesday 
October through May 

The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 
Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 
comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 
with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. 

While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 
represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot VP Russell Radcliffe at russradcliffe@gmail.com, call 
(239) 949-6620 or mail  

20455 Wildcat Run Drive, Estero FL 33928 
Please info-copy Compatriot John Jones – john.jones.2009@comcast.net 

2015 Program Schedule 
December 9 – Annual Meeting, Elections, Program “250 Years of Fullers” – Compatriot McGuire 

2016 Program Schedule 
January 13 – Chapter meeting, installation of officers - FLSSAR President Larry Fehrenbaker 
February 10 – Chapter meeting, Program TBD 
March 12 – Saturday meeting 

mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
mailto:john.jones.2009@comcast.net�
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The Caloosa Chapter has had no known losses since May, the last month that gains and losses were 
reported, either through passing or other attrition. In our October newsletter we reported that we have gained 
four new regular members and one new dual member along with one supplemental application being 
approved. We inducted two of those new members at our November 14th meeting. We have also had one 
more dual member join us (Compatriot Edward Rigel Jr.) and one new transfer (Compatriot Bruce R. 
Talbot). 

Some new applications are easy to process, some not so. As 
Registrar, I am very happy when I receive an application that is 
supported by the DAR record copy of a close family member. This 
is because the SAR will accept the review of the DAR 
genealogists pretty much without question for any application 
approved in 1985 or later. Otherwise, the process can become 
tedious and frustrating as we try to assemble proof of lineage and 
patriotic service going back 8 to 10 generations often times. 

In the case of Compatriot Dwight Elam, he had the benefit of 
having his mother’s application which was approved in 1964, but 
also his wife is a member of DAR (Estero Chapter) which was 
able to assist in compiling adequate supporting documentation for 
his application. Compatriot Elam’s patriotic ancestor is Private 
Joseph Nicholas of the Virginia 
Militia. 

Compatriot Ryan Christopher Scott 
has his mother as a member of the 

Estero Island Chapter DAR, and she represented him in the induction 
ceremony at the meeting as his home and work being in Plano Texas made it 
quite difficult for him to attend himself. Her recently approved DAR 
application based upon the patriotic military service of Robert Lemon of 
North Carolina along with the help from Estero Is. Registrar Connie Lizak (as 
with Compatriot Elam’s application) made the process almost too easy.  

Transfer member (from Illinois) Bruce Talbot has already volunteered to 
present a program at an upcoming meeting titled “The Revolution and the 
Sea” featuring his patriot ancestors Silas Talbot and Thomas Truxton. He is 
planning on his final move to our area in mid-December and we look forward 
to meeting him at our January meeting. 

Compatriot Lewis Elliott was awarded the Military Service Medal (MSM) 
and was presented with a certificate of membership in the FLSSAR Veterans 
Battalion.

New Members, Supplementals & 
In Memoriam 
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

NOVEMBER 14th  MEETING 

 
After the usual opening rituals, President Matson welcomed all in 
attendance. This was the Chapter’s second meeting at the Marina at 
Edison Ford / Pincher’s and again we had a good turnout. About 30 
members and guests participated in the program which included the 
induction of two new members, the welcoming of two new dual 
members, and a presentation by Ralph Santillo, CEO/Founder of the 
Southwest Florida Military Museum & Library.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You pay $20.00 (cash or check) at the door for lunch at 
our meetings. Compatriot treasurer John Jones and wife 
Betty are collecting from Compatriot Moody. 
 
 

 
Our meeting room provides a spectacular view of 
the Caloosahatchee River beyond the marina. It is 
easy to get to - next to the Edison Ford Estates, just 
off McGregor Blvd, or by boat, turn at Marker 54 
on the Okeechobee Waterway. One of our 
members who resides on Sanibel had hoped to 
attend the meeting by boat. However, small craft 
warnings in effect for the day discouraged that 
plan. Better luck next time! 

 
 
Long-time Chapter members socialize with new members, 
applicants, and spouses before a meal. [Foreground, 
Barbara & Clif Nivison, Jonathon Hunt; Background Lois 
& Doug Walsh] With Pinchers restaurant providing the 
meals, one might expect the menu to be just seafood. Not 
so! The kitchen and wait staff served a delicious Roast 
Turkey entrée that was enjoyed by all who had that meal. 
Those with special dietary needs and who requested an 
alternate choice were equally pleased with their meals. 

Photo by Albert Myers  

Photo by Albert Myers  
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Compatriot Dwight Elam and his wife Becky chat 
with Compatriot Wes Morris and his wife Joy before 
sitting down to lunch and our program speaker. 
 

 

 

 
 
Compatriot Dr. Russ Radcliffe celebrated his birthday with his wife, 
Mary, in attendance at our meeting.  The Saturday schedule helped 
facilitate attendance by a number of people whose other commitments 
often preclude their coming to meetings. Another one who is rarely 
able to attend meetings is Compatriot Rev. Dr. Randy Moody’s wife, 
Lee. We were also able to welcome Compatriot McGuire’s wife, 
Anne; Compatriot Elam’s wife, Becky; Compatriot Morris wife, Joy; 
Compatriot Jones wife, Betty; Compatriot Sutphin’s wife, Ethel; 
Compatriot Parmerter’s wife, Ellen; Compatriot Walsh’s wife, Lois; 
and prospective member Chris Nivison’s wife Barbara. 
 

 

Compatriots Sandy Trevor and Hal Theiss pose for 
photographer Compatriot Myers with DAR 
(prospective) Organizing Regent Lee Moody for the 
Caloosa Chapter Facebook Page. Lee Moody is 
Compatriot Randy Moody’s wife, and is organizing a 
new DAR Chapter that is to be located in east Lee 
County and Hendry County once it is approved by the 
NSDAR. 

 

 

 

Recently inducted Compatriot Carl Sutphin and his wife Ethel pose for 
their Facebook photo. Compatriot Sutphin has agreed to accept the 
nomination for Caloosa Chapter Secretary for the upcoming year. It is 
refreshing to see some of our newest members volunteer to serve in 
leadership positions.  

Photo by Albert Myers  

Photo by Albert Myers  

Photo by Albert Myers  

Photo by Albert Myers  
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ELECTIONS 

 

Compatriot Dr. Albert Myers, Chairman of the Nominating Committee 
introduced the names of individual recommended for elected officer 
positions for the upcoming year. Under our bylaws, Officers are Regular 
or Regular Life Members in good standing who are elected for a one year 
term, January 1 through December 31. The Officers, who also serve as 
members of the ExCom, consist of a President, a Vice President, a 
Secretary, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, a Registrar, a Genealogist, 
an Historian, a Chaplain, a Sergeant-at-Arms, and a Member-at-Large.  

The Nominating Committee solicits suggestions for nominations and 
determines whether individuals nominated are willing to serve. 
Nominations from the floor may be offered at the December Meeting. 
Election for an office for which only one Member has been nominated 
will be by voice vote upon a motion to elect by acclamation. Election for 
an office for which there are two or more candidates will be by secret 
ballot to be tallied by the Nominating Committee 

 

Compatriot Myers announced the following slate of officer nominees for 2016: 

• President – Compatriot Russ Radcliffe 
• Vice President – Compatriot Bob McGuire 
• Registrar – Compatriot Bob McGuire 
• Treasurer – Compatriot “Mike” Buff 
• Secretary – Compatriot Carl  Sutphin 
• Sergeant-at-Arms – Compatriot Tom Veal 
• Historian – Compatriot Hal Theiss 
• Genealogist – Compatriot Albert Myers 

We appreciate all of those who have agreed to serve in leadership positions in the future, and gratefully 
thank those who have completed such service in the past. We would also welcome any member who is 
interested in serving in any of these positions to have their name entered by nomination from the floor. 
Beyond that, we are seeking individuals who are willing to serve in “understudy” or assistant positions to 
any of the officers thereby preparing themselves to take on those responsibilities in the future. The duties of 
each officer are spelled out in the Chapter Bylaws. These were published in the September 2014 Caloosa 
Patriot in advance of the latest revisions. This newsletter is available by hyperlink on our website: 
www.caloosasar.org.   

http://www.caloosasar.org/�
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The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Color Guard posted 
colors prior to beginning the meeting. Color Guard 
Commander Randy Moody provided guidance on the 
ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

After the colors were 
posted, all in attendance participated in the Pledge of 
Allegiance, followed by the American’s Creed and the SAR 
Pledge. 

 

We are fortunate indeed to have two new enthusiastic color 
guard members from amongst our newest Chapter members. 
Compatriot Randy Moody is here with Compatriot Dwight 
Elam. Even though this meeting was the occasion of his 
formal induction, he has already participated in several color 
guard events prior to this posting of colors. 

 

Compatriot Lewis Elliott, shown with Compatriot McGuire, 
has also participated in the BOM posting of colors in Orlando 

in October dressed in his 
Kentucky militiaman 
uniform. Compatriot 
Elliott has purchased his 
own personal functioning 
flintlock musket, bringing 
the potential armament for 
the Light Horse Harry Lee Camp to 4 working muskets (including 
Compatriots Kennedy’s and Jones’ personal muskets) and 1 replica. And 
that doesn’t count Compatriot Moody’s sword and a collection of 
knives, hatchets, etc. We are a force to be reckoned with!  

Photo by Albert Myers  

Photo by Albert Myers  

 Photo by Albert Myers  

Photo by Albert Myers  
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PROGRAM PRESENTATION 
Invest in America’s Veterans – Ralph Santillo 

 

The Caloosa Chapter was pleased to have Mr. 
Ralph Santillo, Founder and President and Ms. 
Judy Petrulavage, Vice President of the Southwest 
Florida Military Museum & Library join us for 
lunch and to have Mr. Santillo give us a 
presentation about the Museum and its sister 
organization – Invest in America’s Veterans 
Foundation. 

 

The facility, located at 4820 Leonard St. in downtown Cape 
Coral occupies the site of what was previously a Sweet Bay 
grocery store. It is the Region’s only museum dedicated to 
honoring our soldiers, preserving military history, and 
educating future generations on the true meaning of military 
service and sacrifice. It is clear that this institution embodies 
each of the purposes of the National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution which are patriotic, historical, and 
educational. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to presenting a fascinating collection of 
displays ranging from the Revolutionary War through the 
Afghanistan conflict, they: 

• Serve over 250 free meals a week to veterans, 
• Provide financial, medical, and educational 

counseling, 
• Provide certified drug & alcohol counseling, 
• Help veterans find jobs and affordable housing, 
• Help veterans reintegrate into civilian life. 



 

18 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter presented Ralph Santillo 
with the Silver Good Citizenship award and 
certificate for his tireless efforts and outstanding 
leadership in the community by envisioning, 
developing, and nurturing this wonderful 
resource which we enjoy in Southwest Florida. It 
honors veterans of the past, and helps veterans of 
the present and future in innumerable ways.  

Items on display include a wide variety of 
artifacts and items of historical interest 
which have been donated by local veterans 
and their families. 

Although the museum has been in its current 
location for a relatively brief period of time, 
the 43,000 square foot building is already 
bursting at its seams. 

Their Vision is to create a new facility on 10 acres of land in 
the vicinity of the VA Medical Center in Cape Coral. It would 
feature: 

• Mess hall  buffet style “Huey’s” 
• Officer’s Club restaurant & lounge 
• Banquet Center 
• Training schools 
• Theater – USO type shows 
• AmVets Canteen 
• Assisted living facility for vets & spouses 
• Medical facility 
• Memorial gardens with funeral director on-site 
• DAV counseling center 
• Office spaces and meeting rooms for veteran-

related businesses 

Photo by Albert Myers  
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This event began in 2003 with the mission of Youth 
Celebrating the Arts and Honoring Veterans. It showcases 
the musical, artistic, poetic, and filming/interviewing talents 
of Lee County students in both public and charter schools. 
Caloosa Chapter members have been involved in organizing 
and conducting this event since its beginning. 

 

 

Compatriot Rev. Dr. Randy Moody was conscripted to host this 
event this year due to a family emergency that prevented 
participation of Jack Wagner, President of the Board of Directors. 
Cadet Emily Saidi was co-host of the event. Both did great jobs 
announcing the participants and keeping the program on track. 

 

 

 

 

A medley of service songs was played by the 
Southwest Florida Symphony Orchestra which 
provided musical accompaniment throughout. As 
each branch’s song was played, veterans from that 
branch stood in salute. 

 

Competitions had been held for various themes 
for each grade, K through 12. Winners for each 
group were given medals which were presented 
on-stage. Winning students were accompanied 
by their teacher and a military veteran escort. 

Nine different veteran’s organizations 
representing some 46 veterans participating 
took part in the ceremonies.  

   

Pride & Patriotism 
November 5, 2015 
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Compatriot President Lee Matson 
presented the award for first place, for the 
6th through 8th Grade Art competition. 
The winning student was Simona 
Girdevainyte, a 7th grade student at Gulf 
Middle School in Cape Coral. 
Accompanying her was teacher Stacy 
Peres. Her project was titled Because of 
the Brave. 

 

 

 

Compatriot Bob McGuire presented the 
award for 1st place, for the 9th & 10th Grade 
Art Competition. The wining student was 
Stephanie Dickey, a 10th grade student at Ft. 
Myers High. Accompanying her was 
teacher Beth Everhart. The title of 
Stephanie’s project was Wrapped in Honor. 

 

 

 

Accompanied by the Armed Forces Salute played by 
the orchestra, flags of each of the five branches of 
service were presented by the Lexington Veterans 
Association Honor Guard. Presenting the Army flag 
was veteran Al Kuznicki. 

 

 

 

 

A medley of George M. Cohan songs were sung by 
vocalist Dr. Douglas Renfroe, accompanied by the 
Southwest Florida Symphony Youth Orchestra.  
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For the second year in a row, the Caloosa Chapter was 
invited to give a presentation about the Sons of the 
American Revolution and the founding Patriots to 
Gulf Middle School Social Studies students. This year, 
the program was expanded to include five Social 
Studies classes in the discussion. The Media Center of 
the school provided enough room for 50 or more 
students to be involved at a time. During the day, 
Compatriots Elam and McGuire participated in 8 
periods of instruction between 8:35 AM and 3:50 PM. 
Compatriot Elam was dressed in Continental Army 
uniform while Compatriot McGuire was dressed as in 
the Connecticut Militia.  

We brought along the non-firing replica Brown Bess 
musket which provoked much interest from the SRO 
and the students. The students gained a greater 
understanding of the lives, weaponry, and tactics 
experienced by the Patriots in their war for 
independence against the British Empire. Students 
were courteous and attentive throughout our 
presentations, and thoughtfully sent us a message of 
appreciation afterwards. We presented teacher Jeff 
Bowditch with a Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for 
his extra efforts in bringing history to life for his 
students by including our presentation in his 
curriculum. 

 

 

 

  

Gulf Middle School Presentation 
November 16, 2015 
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Compatriot McGuire is proud to announce that he has been awarded a National Award by the Lawrence 
Kearny Chapter FSDAR, signed by President General Lynn Forney Young, for the proper use, correct 
display, and patriotic presentation of the Flag of the United States of America. This is in recognition for his 
daily hoisting and lowering of the flag on his home, plus for the display of the US Flag at our Campsite 
Bearz in Otto NC. As it is impractical to raise and lower the flag at Bearz, a solar-powered spotlight has 
been installed to light the flag at night at that location. 

 

 

 

  

National Society, Daughters of the 
American Revolution Award 
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Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp 
There are plenty of opportunities to put on a uniform and support the Chapter in community events. I hope 
that members will consider joining the color guard, and I will be happy to assist if I can. I am sure that other 
current members of the Light Horse Harry Lee Camp will answer questions and provide advice as well. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Color Guard or have questions about it, contact the Caloosa Chapter’s 
Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

A call to arms! No, the British aren’t coming, but we still need to march to the alarm. The public 
appearances of the Color Guard are an excellent recruiting opportunity while educating the public. In 
addition, the Color Guard adds pageantry to Chapter and Society meetings while respecting the sacrifices of 
our patriot ancestors. A basic militia uniform consists of the following: 

• A hat – either tricorn or round 
• A hunting shirt 
• A white or checkered shirt 
• Long britches or fall-front trousers 
• Shoes (not necessarily buckle, since long pants will cover the buckle area 

All of these items are readily available from various vendors – approximate costs: hunting shirt@$55; white 
shirt@$45; trousers@$85. Total without hat or shoes, less than $200. Hats are a wide range of prices from 
about $75 to more than $200. To encourage more members to purchase uniforms and join the Color Guard, 
the Chapter is offering $50 towards the purchase of a partial uniform, or $100 towards a full uniform. The 
Chapter has a “loaner” tricorn hat to help get you started. Don’t put it off, act NOW!

mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 
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