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Townshend Acts 
 

Following the Seven Years' War (1756–1763), the British 

government was deep in debt. To pay a small fraction of the costs of 

the newly expanded empire, the Parliament of Great Britain decided 

to levy new taxes on the colonies of British America. Previously, 

through the Trade and Navigation Acts, Parliament had used 

taxation to regulate the trade of the empire. But with the Sugar 

Act of 1764, Parliament sought, for the first time, to tax the colonies 

for the specific purpose of raising revenue. American colonists 

argued that there were constitutional issues involved.  

The Americans claimed they were not represented in Parliament, but 

the British government retorted that they had "virtual 

representation", a concept the Americans rejected. This issue, only 

briefly debated following the Sugar Act, became a major point of 

contention after Parliament's passage of the Stamp Act 1765. The 

Stamp Act proved to be wildly unpopular in the colonies, 

contributing to its repeal the following year, along with the failure to 

raise substantial revenue. 

Implicit in the Stamp Act dispute was an issue more fundamental 

than taxation and representation: the question of the extent of 

Parliament's authority in the colonies. Parliament provided its answer to this question when it repealed the 

Stamp Act in 1766 by simultaneously passing the Declaratory Act, which proclaimed that Parliament could 

legislate for the colonies "in all cases whatsoever". 

The Townshend Acts were a series of British Acts of Parliament passed during 1767 and 1768 and relating to 

the British in North America. The acts are named after Charles Townshend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

who proposed the program. Historians vary slightly as to which acts they include under the heading 

"Townshend Acts", but five acts are often mentioned:  

 The New York Restraining Act 1767 (passed on June 5, 1767) 

 The Revenue Act 1767 (passed on June 26, 1767) 

 The Indemnity Act 1767 (passed on June 29, 1767) 

 The Commissioners of Customs Act 1767 (passed on June 29, 1767) 

 The Vice Admiralty Court Act 1768 (passed on July 6, 1768) 
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The purposes of the Townshend Acts were: 

 To raise revenue in the colonies to pay the salaries of governors and judges so that they would remain loyal 

to Great Britain 

 To create more effective means of enforcing compliance with trade regulations 

 To punish the Province of New York for failing to comply with the 1765 Quartering Act 

 To establish the precedent that the British Parliament had the right to tax the colonies 

The Townshend Acts were met with resistance in the colonies, which eventually resulted in the Boston 

Massacre of 1770. 

The Townshend Acts placed an indirect tax on glass, lead, paints, paper, and 

tea. These goods were not produced within the colonies and had to be imported 

from Britain. This form of revenue generation was Townshend's response to 

the failure of the Stamp Act of 1765, which had provided the first form of 

direct taxation placed upon the colonies.  

However, the import duties proved to be similarly controversial. Colonial 

indignation over the Townshend Acts was predominantly driven by John 

Dickinson's anonymous publication of Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania. 

Dickinson sent a copy of his "Letters" to James Otis of Massachusetts, 

informing Otis that "whenever the Cause of American Freedom is to be 

vindicated, I look towards the Province of Massachusetts 

Bay". The Massachusetts House of Representatives began a campaign against 

the Townshend Acts by first sending a petition to King George asking for the 

repeal of the Revenue Act, and then sending a letter to the other colonial 

assemblies, asking them to join the resistance movement. Upon receipt of 

the Massachusetts Circular Letter, other colonies also sent petitions to the king. 

As a result of widespread protest and non-importation of British goods in 

colonial ports, Parliament began to partially repeal the Townshend duties. In 

March 1770 – the same day as the Boston Massacre, most of the indirect taxes 

from the Townshend Acts were repealed by Parliament under Frederick, Lord 

North. However, the import duty on tea was retained in order to demonstrate 

to the colonists that Parliament held the sovereign authority to tax its colonies, in accordance with 

the Declaratory Act of 1766.  

The British government continued to try to tax the colonists without providing representation in Parliament. 

Resentment and corrupt and abusive enforcement spurred colonial attacks on British ships, including 

the burning of the Gaspee in 1772. Retaining the Townshend Acts' taxation on imported tea, enforced once 

again by the Tea Act of 1773, subsequently led to the Boston Tea Party in 1773, in which Bostonians destroyed 

a shipment of taxed tea. Parliament responded with severe punishments in the Intolerable Acts in 1774. The 

Thirteen Colonies drilled their militia units, and tensions escalated into violence in April 1775, launching 

the American Revolution. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dickinson’s Letters from a 

Farmer in Pennsylvania 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Otis,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Province_of_Massachusetts_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No_taxation_without_representation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaspee_Affair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tea_Act_of_1773
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From the President 

Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

Our pace of activities has continued unabated in March, with April and May 

promising to be busy as well. Again this year, our Color Guard participated in 

the commemoration of the Last Naval Battle of the Revolutionary War at 

Merritt Island. This being one of the only three “battlefield sites” in the State 

of Florida, it is a “National Event” and color guard members participating 

earn 20 points (plus mileage points) towards their Silver Color Guard Medal. 

Our color guard was one of the largest participating in the program. 

Our March 13
th

 membership meeting provided another opportunity for compatriots and guests to enjoy each 

other’s company along with hearing the very interesting presentation by Judge Swett about Lee County court 

diversion programs in general and the Veterans Treatment Court in particular. The following evening, Anne and 

I along with Compatriot Chaplain Elam attended a joint “fund-raiser” meeting of the Charlotte Chapter SAR 

and the Hickory Bluff Chapter DAR They had a very nice meeting at the Charlotte Yacht Club and an excellent 

program presentation by Thomas Jefferson (aka Compatriot John Stewart).  

On March 22 to 24 a group of volunteers from FLSSAR Chapters, including three from Caloosa, traveled to 

Orlando to attend the Florida State Society DAR Annual meeting and to staff an information table during the 

convention. Most of us attended in colonial uniforms, attracting attention of the Daughters participating and 

providing photo ops while recruiting new SAR members. State President Pat Niemann presented FSSDAR State 

Regent Dawn Lemongello with the SAR Martha Washington medal at the banquet with President General Ann 

Turner Dillon looking on. The FLSSAR has been continuing this tradition of attending the DAR state meetings 

twice a year for many years now. The relationships built bolster the programs of both the DAR and the SAR 

and pay off substantially as males in the family of DAR members become SAR members from the referrals. 

Our Liberty Tree dedication on the campus of the SW Florida Council, Boy Scouts of America was a 

resounding success with about 80 participants and observers joining in. More on that is covered later in this 

edition. We are now gearing up for our April 13
th

 member meeting, the JROTC Annual Awards ceremony on 

May 1
st
, and for participation in Mission 19 of the Collier Lee Honor Flight which is on May 4

th
. There are 

many upcoming activities involving our color guard, and we need to continue to grow its membership. The 

good news is that some of our newest members have expressed an interest in joining the General Light Horse 

Harry Lee Camp #15. This is a great opportunity to support the Chapter and to assist in providing a “public 

face” of the Caloosa Chapter in our communities. 

In closing, I ask that members consider helping out with taking photos at our meetings and other events. These 

photos are needed for this newsletter as well as for keeping up our FaceBook page. If you have some to share, 

please send them along to Editor Trey Parker and to FaceBook Meister Albert Myers. 

Yours in Patriotism, 

Robert W. McGuire, Jr.,Caloosa Chapter President 
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Caloosa Chapter Executive Committee Minutes, FLSSAR 

Pinchers, The Marina at Edison Ford, Fort Myers, FL 

March 5, 2019 

Attendance: President and Color Guard Commander Robert McGuire, 2nd Vice President and Treasurer Ray 

Dezendorf, Genealogist Chris Jenner, Registrar Ronald Peck, Past President and Medals and Awards 

Committee Chairman Lee Matson, Chancellor Harry Hendry, Chaplain Dwight Elam, Liberty Tree Chairman Carl 

Sutphin, and Secretary James Stone. 

The meeting was called to order at 11:25 am by President McGuire. 

President McGuire announced that the Color Guard would participate in the annual commemoration of the 

Last Naval Battle of the Revolutionary War at Merritt Island, FL on March 9, and at a Liberty Tree Dedication 

on March 30, at the Boy Scout office in Fort Myers. 

The Minutes of the February 5, 2019, Excom meeting were approved without objection. 

A motion was approved without objection to approve the revision of the Standing Rules to prohibit joint 

business meetings with other organizations. 

A motion was approved without objection to submit Donald Cresson Hoehn’s request to the Florida Society 

for Emeritus II status. 

A motion was approved without objection to purchase an SAR podium banner and speaker recognition 

items using a $250.00 NSSAR store credit. 

President McGuire announced the appointment of a new chapter Education Committee to be chaired by Ray 

Dezendorf. 

The meeting was adjourned without objection at 1:30 PM. 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 2019 

2019 Caloosa Chapter Officers 

Front to Back:  

Sergeant-at-Arms Lewis Elliott          Chaplain Rev. Dwight Elam 

Member-at-Large Joe Lunquist            Vice President Mike Buff 

President LTC Robert McGuire          Genealogist Christopher Jenner 

Registrar Dr. Ronald Peck                      Secretary James Stone 

Trust Fund Committee MAJ Earl Kennedy                    Chancellor Hank Hendry 

                  Historian Dr. Wesley Higgins 

 

Not Pictured: 

Assistant Registrar Douglas Walsh          2
nd

 V.P/Treasurer Ray Dezendorf 
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Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 

current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 

web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 

able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 

programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 

day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 

information. Send it to caloosasar@aemyers.net  

 

Web Page 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot William Branthoover has taken over as the Caloosa Chapter Webmaster and there is already an 

updated website available at www.caloosaSAR.org or www.caloosaSAR.com. It is also available through a 

link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  

You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 

www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 

important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out. Send Bob 

your ideas for additions and improvements at rmcguire@slvx.com 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 

information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 

to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR
mailto:caloosasar@aemyers.net
http://www.caloosasar.org/
http://www.caloosasar.com/
http://www.flssar.org/
http://www.sar.org/


 

7 
 

Our Calendar of Events 

The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1
st
 Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2
nd

 

Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $25.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 

comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 

with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendants of patriots of the American Revolution. 

While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States attend in the 

course of a year. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 

country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Jim Stone -   jim5176@hotmail.com  

 

Please info-copy: Mike Buff - ebuff0723@aol.com 

 2019 Program Schedule 

April 13 – Program: Youth Awards Presentations  

May 8 – First Responders Awards 

 

Summer Hiatus – June through September 

 

October 9 – TBD 

November 9 – TBD 

December 11 - TBD 

mailto:jim5176@hotmail.com
mailto:ebuff0723@aol.com
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 

The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission 

is to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On 

September 25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the 

library is complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to 

include a world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on 

freedom and independence everywhere. Having raised over $12 million to date, another $10 million is 

needed to complete the opening of a gallery, library, education center and offices for 809 Main Street, 

Louisville, Kentucky. Within the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who 

have provided a NSSAR legacy bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the 

SAR Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain 

you recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-

deductible contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/
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  Last Naval Battle 
Merritt Island, March 9 

 
The Caloosa Chapter participated with other SAR and DAR Chapters in the observance of the last naval battle of the 

Revolution held annually at Merritt Island Florida. 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard was part of a parade 

of units rendering honors to our sailors in that battle off 

Cape Canaveral, along with wreaths. Caloosa Color 

Guard participants were Robert McGuire, Mike Buff, 

Lewis Elliott, and Hamp Allen 

Caloosa Chapter and Florida Society Chaplain 

Dwight Elam offered prayer 

Memorial tributes to those who served in the battle 

Regent Anne McGuire represented the Lawrence Kearney Chapter, Cape Coral – 

she is President of the Caloosa Chapter Ladies Auxillary  
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DAR Annual Meeting 
Orlando; March 22-23 

Compatriot Dwight Elam and Chapter President Bob 

McGuire at the info table 

George and Martha Washington (Bill & Cara Elder) 

Caloosa Chapter President Bob McGuire, Florida 

Society President COL Pat Niemann, and Judge/BG 

Maney at the info table 

President McGuire and George Washington (Bill Elder) at the 

info table 
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Liberty Tree Dedication 

Fort Myers, March 30, 2019 
 

 

The dedication of the 39
th
 Liberty Tree in Florida 

(the 1
st
 since becoming a “National Event”) was 

held at the Headquarters of the Southwest Florida 

Council, Boy Scouts of America in Fort Myers on 

March 30, 2019. The program featured a Massing 

of Colors with the Sons of Liberty Brigade 

(including representatives of four SAR Chapters), 

Boy Scout Troop 8463, and the Great Southwest 

Regents Council, including representatives of six 

DAR Chapters 

 

In all, a total of 14 flags were posted 

including national, state, and historic flags, 

those of the SAR, the BSA, and five DAR 

Chapters. The ladies carrying the DAR flags 

were given personalized instructions by 

Compatriot J. Michael Tomme, President 

General 2016-2017 and past National Color 

Guard Commander before the ceremony 

Following the Call to Order and Invocation by Rev. Dr. 

Randy Moody, past Chaplain General, the Colors were 

presented and Compatriot Moody led the signing of the 

National Anthem. Eagle Scout Logan Hitchcock then 

led the Pledge of Allegiance, after which Colors were 

posted. 

Greetings were brought by the National & Florida 

Societies SAR, the SW Florida Council BSA, and the 

Great SW Florida Regents Council DAR 
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These Guardsmen are standing between the 

monument (lower left corner) and the Liberty Tree to 

their right-rear. While the first Liberty Tree was an 

Elm, this is a Live Oak. When planning a Liberty 

Tree dedication, a new tree may be planted at the site 

or, as in the case, a mature tree may be adopted. 

These ceremonies may be conducted by any Chapter 

or Society of NSSAR and at any time of the year, 

providing an opportunity to bring history to life and 

honor the memory of the patriots 

 

The ceremony drew about 80 participants and 

observers. Eagle Scout Compatriot Daniel 

Wood recited the Liberty Tree Poem by 

Thomas Paine. State Chaplain Rev. Dwight 

Elam told the story of the original Liberty 

Tree in Boston and other Liberty Trees and 

Poles that were established throughout the 

Colonies. These were rallying points in the 

support of liberty and resistance to tyranny 

 

Invitations may be extended to 

government officials to present 

proclamations declaring the date of the 

event to be “Liberty Tree Day” and 

calling upon citizens to acknowledge our 

freedom and the great American spirit 

symbolized by the Liberty Tree. 

These events need not be expensive for 

the host. The Caloosa Chapter was 

supported by the donation of the marker, 

refreshments, and printing costs to the 

extent that no expenses were paid by 

Chapter funds 
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March 13 Chapter Meeting 
 Our March Chapter meeting featured a presentation for the Veterans Court diversion program by County Judge 

Andrew Swett. Judge Swett has taken over the Mental Health Court docket and one of the drug court dockets, 

and was also instrumental in beginning the new Veterans Court docket. The Lee County Veterans Court was 

established in 2015. The aim of these specialty courts is to reduce recidivism rates of special populations 

including: veterans, mentally ill, and addicted persons. They provide participants with support and resources in 

the community to improve their overall quality of life and reduce the chance of criminal activity. We thank Judge 

Swett for his visit.  

During the gathering time 

During the gathering time 

During the gathering time 

During the gathering time 

During the gathering time During the gathering time 
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President McGuire calling the meeting to order 

VP Mike Buff introduces The Hon. H. Andrew Swett 

President McGuire invites VP Mike Buff to 

introduce the speaker 

Judge Swett giving his presentation on the Veterans 

Court diversion program 

Compatriot Dezendorf listening to Judge Swett give 

his presentation 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 

of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of 

cavalry and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse 

Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known in 

the Continental Army’s history, and in 1780 Lee was given authorization 

to form a formal Legionary Corps. Many of the best soldiers from other 

units either volunteered or were 

specially invited to join its ranks. In 

1780 Lee was promoted to Lieutenant 

Colonel and on January 1, 1781 the 

Legion was redesignated as the 2
nd

 

Partisan Corps, organized with 3 

troops of horse and 3 troops of 

infantry. It was assigned to General 

Nathaniel Greene for service in the 

Southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the 

American Revolution. Color Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades 

and memorial events. The variety of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to 

come forward and ask questions about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made 

up of members who come to meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or 

Militiamen, or attired as Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in 

community events locally, as well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman 

Magazine at https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman. 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the 

Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Robert McGuire at mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com. 

During the gathering time 

https://sar.org/sar-colorguardsman
mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com
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The S.A.R. Pledge 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 

gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Co urt, and a 

nation of free men. 

Boston Tea Party 

W.D. Cooper. Boston Tea Party in The History of North America. London: E. Newberry, 1789. Engraving. Plate opposite p. 58. 

Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Library of Congress (40) 


