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Lieutenant Elias West – 20th Regiment of Connecticut Militia 
 

By Robert W. McGuire, Jr. 
Elias West was born on July 5, 1744 to parents Nathan West and Mary (Hinkley) West 
in Norwich Connecticut, a part of New London County in the southeastern area of the 
colony. On October 31, 1765 he married Mary Lathrop who was the daughter of 
Captain Jedediah Lathrop and Abigail Hyde. The house where Mary was born is the 
oldest remaining house in the Town of Bozrah. Now known as the Knoblauch House, 
it was built in 1710 and is located at Scott Hill. It was, and remains, part of a farm of 
approximately 100 acres.  
 
By 1780 a goodly number of people were living in the part of Norwich which at that 
time was called New Concord Parish. The people desired to be separated from 

Norwich and become an independent town with their own town meetings and management of schools, roads, 
and bridges (and taxes) more to their own satisfaction. A petition was presented to the voters of the Town of 
Norwich which was passed in 1786 to incorporate the Town of New Concord.  
 
How the name Bozrah came about has been passed down in Town tradition. It was an 
honor to be appointed a Juryman, and those who acted in such capacity arrayed 
themselves in Parliamentary colors. One day, as the Judge in the Norwich Court sat 
waiting with others for a tardy juryman from New Concord, they saw him approach 
on horseback. As he drew near, the Judge quoted this passage from the Bible, “Who 
is this that cometh from Edom with dyed garments from Bozrah?” (Isaiah LXIII-I). 
From that time on, this man was referred to as the man from Bozrah and gradually 
New Concord came to be called Bozrah. 
 
Who do you suppose first lived in Bozrah? It would be correct to say that the Indians 

(Native Americans) lived there before the white men 
came. Early in the 1600’s there was a split in the Pequot Tribe with Sachem Uncas 
and his followers forming the Mohegan, or Wolf People. These Mohegans allied 
themselves with the English and helped them to defeat the Pequots. They were 
neither forced to leave the land, nor did they wage war upon the settlers in later 
years. These Indians showed their appreciation to their Saybrook friends by selling 
them (for seventy pounds in 1660) a tract of land nine miles square which was called 
Norwich and which included the present Town of Bozrah. Currently there are about 
1700 Mohegan Tribal members including those who live and work on the 
reservation. They continue to welcome non-Indian “settlers” to their casino, 
Mohegan Sun, which contributes 25% of slot revenues to the state of Connecticut 

making it the second largest contributor to Connecticut’s revenue after the federal government. 

PPAATTRRIIOOTT   
CALOOSA 
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Elias and Mary West had a total of seven children between 1773 and 1779, the second of whom was a daughter 
named Hannah born in 1775. In 1795 she married Edward Fuller in Scranton Pennsylvania. This established the 
intersection with this writer’s ancestral line going back to Dr. Samuel Fuller who arrived in Plymouth in 1620 
aboard the Mayflower. Edward and Hannah Fuller had nine children, the third of which (George) married Mary 
Barnard whose daughter Katherine Theodosia, after marrying her first cousin Robert William Barnard in 1850 
at Montrose Pennsylvania, began my Barnard line which continued to my maternal grandmother. 
 
The creation of the Militia Regimental system began in 1739 and continued in Connecticut until the 1840’s. The 
Town Militia Companies trained not only among themselves under company 
officers, they also trained under numbered Regiments under field grade officers. 
The 20th Regiment of Connecticut Militia was raised in Norwich in 1774 from 
what was formerly the Third Regiment. Records show that Elias West served in the 
rank of Lieutenant in Captain Nehemiah Waterman’s Company in the Regiment 
commanded by Colonel Samuel Abbott in June and July 1779. The Company was 
detached from the 20th Regiment to serve for three months in a Regiment 
commanded by Colonel Nathan Gallup in General Tyler’s Brigade, to cooperate 
with Count D’Estaing in 1779.  
 
The Company was called to duty on the 6th of September 1781 on Alarm by orders 
from Colonel Zabdiel Rogers. At 10 o’clock in the morning of September 6, 1781 
Colonel Rogers “received advice” that the enemy were landing at New London 
Harbor’s mouth, and immediately ordered the 20th Connecticut Militia to march on 
New London for its defense. Captain Waterman’s Company (with Lieutenant 
West) was again turned out on Alarm in New London on June 6, 1782. Lastly it is 
recorded that West served on orders from Major Benjamin Leffingwell in Norwich on September 19, 1782. 
 
After the Revolution, Elias West remained as a prominent citizen in Bozrah. At the first Bozrah School meeting 
held at the meeting house of the New Concord Society on October 24th 1796 a moderator and clerk were 
chosen, and a school committee was elected for one year. After appointing Messrs. Elias West, Zerubabel 
Wightman, and Asa Fitch, “to confer with the ancient town of Norwich about our part of the old school money 
in their hands”, the meeting was adjourned for one week. At a later meeting there was another vote to recover 
this money, but there is no record of its ever being received. 
 

On February 10, 1815 Elias West died in Bozrah at the age of 70. He was 
buried in Bozrah Rural, formerly known as Troop Burying Ground or 
Johnson Cemetery located on SR 608 or Old Route 2. It is the largest, 
and one of the oldest, cemeteries in the Town. It was set off for a 
cemetery when Bozrah was still New Concord Society and part of 
Norwich in 1742/43. The earliest burial was Joseph Hillard, consort of 
Mrs. Freelove, who died 25 December 1744. A substantially deteriorated 
headstone marks Elias West’s gravesite along with a more recent 
footstone which is marked: 
 

ELIAS WEST 
LIEUT CAPT WATERMANS CO 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
JUL 5, 1744  FEB 9, 1815 

 
Nearby Elias West’s headstone are headstones for Nathan West and Mary West (his parents) and Mary West 
“Consort of Elias West” 1745 – 1797. 
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From Your Newsletter 
Editor   
Compatriots, 
I regret that no member has come forward with a 
story of their patriot ancestor this month. As a 
result, I have written my second ancestor story for 
this newsletter – the December 2014 issue having 
contained the story of Issachar Fuller. I do hope that 
someone will come forward with something in time 
for the May issue. 

What’s in this issue? 

In this issue you will find a number of features that 
I hope are useful and interesting. A listing of dates 
and events that you can look forward to from now 
until we take our summer break in May is on page 
4. In addition to federal holidays, it lists meeting 
dates for the Chapter and the FLSSAR and NSSAR. 
Also listed are some national color guard events 
taking place mostly in the southeast. 

The highlights of the monthly ExCom meeting held 
on March 7th are reported on page 5. President 
Radcliffe’s message is on page 6. The current 
officers of the Caloosa Chapter for the 2016-2017 
term are shown on page 7. 

On page 9 you will find information about our 
Chapter Facebook Page and Web Page. The 
webpage has been recently updated and if you 
haven’t checked it for a while, you should go to 
http://caloosasar.com/ for information and copies of 
past newsletters. We are also going to be adding a 
new page soon for a “Caloosa Speakers Bureau”. 
This will publicize a resource where the community 
can go to find speakers on historical and patriotic 
topics. Turn to page 10 for information on 
upcoming membership meetings including 
programs that are scheduled and new RSVP 
contacts. 

The Caloosa Chapter March 12th membership 
meeting which included a dynamic program 
presentation by Compatriot Bruce Talbott and 
induction of new member Clif Nivison is covered 
on pages 11 through 15.  

The Caloosa Chapter participated for the second 
consecutive year in the Southwest Florida Reading 
Festival – this year with SAR in the lead and DAR 
supporting (page 16). In another SAR/DAR 
cooperative event, we attended the Florida Society 
DAR Spring Conference in Orlando where we 
staffed an information table representing the Florida 
Society SAR – on pages 17 & 18.  

The Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard helped 
celebrate the organizing ceremony of the new USS 
Hannah Chapter DAR conducted by Florida State 
Regent Ginger Poffenberger. After posting the 
colors, we turned over the National Flag to the new 
chapter as our contribution. – pages 19 & 20. 
 
It is with great sadness that we note the passing of 
Compatriot Rev. Dr. Allen Brown, a stalwart of our 
chapter and community. Obituary on page 21. 
 
Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. My email address is: 
rmcguire@slvx.com. 
 
It is well understood that our organization can only 
succeed when its members step forward and help 
with its leadership. I am happy to say that 
Compatriot Ken Tabler has agreed to help out as 
Chapter Secretary, a very important position that 
has been vacant for too long. We have further needs 
for people to lend support in various capacities. If 
you are willing to share your talents to help the 
Caloosa Chapter in any capacity, please contact any 
member of the ExCom.  

Bob McGuire

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
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Looking Ahead 
 
 

 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
April    

4 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
16 Chapter Meeting 

Saturday 
Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 

18 Patriot’s Day Boston, MA 3rd Monday in May 
19 Battle of 

Lexington/Concord 
Massachusetts 1775 

May    
2 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
5 JROTC Awards Lee County Civic 

Center, Ft. Myers 
Caloosa Chapter presents 
awards to cadets 

11 Chapter Meeting Marina @ Edison Ford Program on pg 11 
13-15 FLSSAR BOM Orlando Spring BOM 

21 Armed Forces Day   
28-30 A Nation Divided –  

Events in Observation of 
Memorial Day 

SW Florida Military 
Museum & Library 
Cape Coral 

Military Ball, Civil War 
Reenactors, and Flag 
Ceremonies 

30 Memorial Day   
Jun - Sep Summer Hiatus  Snowbirds go north 
June    

14 Flag Day   
July    

4 Independence Day  1776 
7-13 NSSAR 126th Congress Boston  
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The meeting of the Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR was called to order by 
President Radcliffe at 12:15 PM on March 7, 2016 at the SW Florida Military Museum & Library in Cape Coral 
with a quorum of members present. 

• Treasurer’s reports for January and February were presented by Mike Buff, The checking and Vanguard 
accounts remain in good shape. 

• The Registrar’s report was presented by Bob McGuire. There are currently 4 applications if process at 
NSSAR, one approval expected momentarily (Clif Nivison) expected to be inducted at the March 12th 
meeting. A recent $10.00 increase in FLSSAR application fees was briefly discussed. 

• The Secretary’s position remains vacant. Meeting minutes will be kept by various members, but critical 
functions are remaining undone. 

• Six SAR members participated in the recent Edison Festival of Lights Parade in uniform (Moody, 
McGuire, Radcliffe, Elliott, Sharp, and Elam) plus Mike Buff and two junior members (Daniel Wood 
and Joseph Kennedy) in Class B uniform. Wood and Kennedy carried the Caloosa Chapter banner and 
will be recognized with certificates of appreciation. 

• Rev. Dr. Randy Moody reported on the recent NSSAR Leadership Conference in Louisville. There has 
been mis-information about the museum project and related upgrade programs. Compatriot Moody 
provided clarifications on actions taken and funding plans which will not include additional borrowing. 

• Compatriot Moody gave a brief overview of the Americanism Program which largely replaces the older 
Chapter Challenge Program. The program is complex, and the ExCom thanks Randy for his ongoing 
focus on keeping the data up-to-date. 

• The DAR Spring Conference (Orlando) will be March 18 to 20, overlapping the Reading Festival at 
Harborside on March 19th . The Reading Festival will be attended by Compatriots Radcliffe, Matson, 
and Buff and the DAR Conference will be attended by Compatriot McGuire (acting as FLSSAR liaison 
with DAR) assisted by Compatriots Elam and Moody from Caloosa Chapter and Compatriot Steve 
Williams from Brevard Chapter. 

• A brief review of the Board of Management (BOM) FLSSAR meeting in Orlando this May was 
discussed. It will be the last BOM held at the Florida Hotel and will include election and installation of 
officers for the 2016-2017 term. Two presumptive new State officers will be Bob McGuire (Historian) 
and Dwight Elam (Chaplain). 

• Memorial Day weekend activities are being organized through the Military Museum with support from 
the Caloosa Chapter and others. A three-day event is planned with a military ball on Saturday evening, 
Civil War battle reenactment and other presentations on Sunday, and flag ceremonies on Monday. A 
motion was made and approved to make a $250 donation to the Museum from our Chapter. 

• The NSSAR Congress in July at Boston was discussed. Compatriots Moody, Radcliffe, and McGuire are 
planning to attend. 

• An audit committee (pursuant to Chapter bylaws) was formed and will report back to the ExCom. 
• Caloosa Chapter will attend and present 14 medals and certificates to outstanding cadets at the May 5th 

JROTC Awards ceremony. 
• In recognition of the support received from local DAR Chapters, a motion was passed to provide up to 

$250 each for purchase of historic flags for the Lawrence Kearny Chapter and (to be organized) USS 
Hannah Chapters of DAR, to be presented by the Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard. 

• Our first Knight Essay entrant will attend the upcoming membership meeting and will be recognized for 
her efforts. 

 
 The next meeting of the ExCom is scheduled for April 4, 2016. 

March ExCom Highlights 
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From the President
Greetings Compatriots and Friends, 

March turned out to be a very busy and good month. Our Caloosa Chapter 
was well represented at the Last Naval Battle of the Revolutionary War 
ceremony in Merritt Island, FL on Saturday March 6th. Members in 
uniform marched as part of the FLSSAR Color Guard, including 
Compatriots McGuire, Elam, Elliott, and myself, with Compatriot Buff 
joining us in Class B attire. Compatriot Rev. Elam presented our wreath 
and gave a brief oration as part of the ceremony. As a bonus, we were 
present to observe the Space-X launch from Cape Canaveral the evening 
before. 
 
Our Saturday March 12 regular meeting was highlighted by a presentation 
by Compatriot Bruce Talbot about the American Revolution at Sea, 
featuring Silas Talbot and Thomas Truxton (both of whom Bruce is 
descended from). We welcomed new member Clifton Nivison, recognized 
a supplemental patriot for Bill Mellor, and awarded certificates to Junior 

member Joseph Kennedy for his help with the Edison Festival of Light Parade, to Jo’Mazia Lewis for her 
Knight Essay entry, and streamers to the participants in the Last Naval Battle Celebration. 
 
The Southwest Florida Reading Festival was held at the Harborside Event Center on Saturday, March 19. Past 
President Lee Matson, Ed Buff, and I manned the booth, passing out information and making contacts with all 
who stopped to talk. Vice President/Registrar McGuire tells me that we are still processing applications from a 
few who became interested in us via this festival last year. A conflicting DAR event elsewhere drew several 
members away from the Reading Festival, but we experienced good activity. 
 
As you may know from separate notifications, Compatriot Reverend Alan Brown passed away on Saturday 
March 26th. As of this writing, his Requiem Mass will be celebrated in his parish, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
2635 S. Cleveland Ave, Fort Myers, April 9 at 1 PM. A reception will follow. 
 
Our Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard participated in the chartering ceremony of the new DAR USS Hannah 
Chapter, named in honor of our first Naval fighting vessel. The Caloosa Chapter presented them with an 
American Flag to commemorate the occasion. 
 
Arrangements have been made for representatives of our Chapter to present awards and certificates to JROTC 
cadets on May 5 at 6:30. Our friends at the SW Florida Military Museum & Library are well along in 
organizing a gala event over the Memorial Day weekend, including a military ball on Saturday night, a 
reenactment of the Civil War battle of Ft. Myers on Sunday, and flag ceremonies on Monday. Mark your 
calendars and plan to attend! 
 
 
Russ Radcliffe 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2016-2017 

Left to right: 
Member-at-Large Jonathan Hunt 
Sergeant-at-Arms Tom Veal 
Past Chapter President/SW Region VP Lee Matson 
Chapter President Russ Radcliffe 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Commander Randy Moody 
Treasurer Mike Buff 
Chapter Vice-president/Registrar/Newsletter 
Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 

Managing to escape the group photo 
above, but not the diligence of newsletter 
photographer Compatriot McGuire: 

Genealogist/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. Having raised over $12 million to date, another $10 million is needed to complete 
the opening of a gallery, library, education center and offices for 809 Main Street, Louisville, Kentucky. Within 
the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who have provided a NSSAR legacy 
bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�


 

9 
 

Chapter Facebook Page 
 

Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with 
current activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your 
web browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be 
able to click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter 
programs and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the 
day of an event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and 
information. Send it to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available 
directly from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a 
link on the Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  
You may also be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: 
www.sar.org which includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including an Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you 
are at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links 
to an archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Our Calendar of Events 
The Marina at Edison Ford 

2360 West 1st Street, Fort Myers FL 33901 

(off McGregor Blvd, adjacent to the Edison Ford Estates)  

Meetings are usually held Monthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday (some Saturdays) 

October through May 
The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 

Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Meetings are held at the Marina at Edison Ford (Pinchers) which provides delicious meals in an attractive and 
comfortable setting with a spectacular view of the Caloosahatchee River. Meetings are an opportunity to spend time 
with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. 
While a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are 
represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the 
country who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to: Russ Radcliffe  
 

Please info-copy EBuff0723@aol.com 

2016 Program Schedule 
 
April 16 – Saturday Chapter meeting, Program: Thomas Jefferson 
May 11 – Chapter meeting, Program: Public Service Awards 
May 28 – 30 Memorial Day Weekend Program with Military Museum  
June to September – Summer Hiatus  
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings & Community Activities 
 

March 12th MEETING 

 
I have to wonder how many compatriots around the 
United States have the opportunity to attend their 
regular March membership meeting and travel by 
boat! Yet so it is at the Caloosa Chapter, where 
Compatriots Sandy Trevor and Dean Traxler cruised to 
the Marina at Edison Ford – site of our monthly 
meetings in historic Fort Myers.  
 
 

 
 
 
As members and guests settle in prior to the start 
of the meeting, Compatriot Trevor’s vessel can be 
seen docked through the center window 
overlooking the marina. Here in Southwest 
Florida, we know how to make the best of the 
winter season. 
 
 

 
 
Each of our meetings is an opportunity for long-term 
members to meet and socialize with more recent and 
prospective members. In this photo, clockwise from 
center forward are Lois Walsh (a fragment of her 
husband Doug shows to her right at the edge), Ron & 
Marcia York (guests of the Walsh’s), Earl Kennedy 
and grandson Joseph, Rich Geib, and two of our most 
senior members: Bill Mellor and Stan Parmerter. 

 
 
 
One table away, clockwise from lower left are the back 
of Betty Jones’ head, Dwight Elam, Barbara Nivison and 
her newly-inducted husband Clif, Lewis Elliott, and Bill 
Sharp. Clearly, these are people who share common 
interests and enjoy each other’s company. 
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Prospective member Alan Crippen has been hard 
at work collecting the documentation to support 
his membership in the Caloosa Chapter, 
FLSSAR. His efforts have been substantial, as 
he has had to compile records covering lineage 
through 7 generations of ancestors through to his 
patriot ancestor – Roswell Crippen. Seated to his 
left are Knight Essay Contestant Jo’Mazia 
Lewis, and Chapter President Russ Radcliffe. 

 

 

 

Standing behind Compatriot Doug 
Walsh and his wife Lois is 
prospective member Clyde 
Blanchard who is Vice Governor 
(past Governor) of the Henry 
Samson Colony, Florida Society, 
Mayflower Descendants. We have 
just begun working on Clyde’s SAR 
application. 

  

 

 

 

It is always a pleasure to induct a new 
member into the Caloosa Chapter. Here, 
President Radcliffe performs the ceremony 
while Clif’s wife Barbara pins on the 
membership emblem. Barbara is also a 
member of the Lawrence Kearny Chapter 
DAR. 
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  Program Presentation 
The American Revolution at Sea 

 
After lunch, we moved into our program presentation 
provided by Compatriot Bruce Talbot. While the 
majority of Revolutionary War stories that we hear 
involve land battles, Talbott’s ancestors were both 
sea Captains. 

Compatriot Talbot treated us to quite a sea story. 
Two captains whose prowess and courage helped 
the Americans to defeat more powerful enemy 
naval combatants: Captain Silas Talbot who sailed 
to victories against the British during the 
Revolution, and later with Captain Thomas Truxton 
in the Quasi French American War (1798-1800) 
both had great success against French naval forces.  

During the dispute with the French Republic, the U.S. 
Navy operated a fleet of about 25 ships along the 
southern coast of the U.S. and throughout the 
Caribbean. These two American captains had 
developed a personal animosity, while both enjoyed 
successes against their adversaries. After the 
conclusion of foreign hostilities, the two officers 
continued their personal grudges. In a bit of irony 
though, Captain Talbot’s son Theodore fell in love 
with and married Captain Truxton’s daughter Evelina 
– an arrangement agreed to by Truxton but not 
Talbot. Compatriot Bruce Talbot’s line comes 
through this marriage. 
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Junior member Joseph Kennedy was 
recognized for his participation with the 
Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard in the 
Edison Festival of Lights Parade. He, along 
with junior member Daniel Wood, marched 
in the parade carrying the Caloosa Chapter 
banner. 

 

 

 

 

At 91 years of age, Fort Myers native Bill 
Mellor was not the most senior member 
attending this meeting – Compatriot Parmerter 
has him beat by four years. However, Bill has 
just had a new patriot approved for his 
ancestor John Woodson Jr. (1763-1843) who 
served in the Goochland County VA Militia as 
an Ensign. 

 

 

 

We were happy to welcome prospective 
member Jeff Bowditch who attended his first 
meeting with the Caloosa Chapter. We are 
particularly pleased to have Jeff join us and 
consider membership in our Chapter, as he is a 
history teacher at Gulf Middle School in Cape 
Coral. For the past couple of years he has 
invited us to send representatives in colonial 
uniform to make presentations to students 
about the American Revolution.  
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Presentations of “battle streamers” were made 
to the Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard who 
participated in the Last Naval Battle of the 
Revolution celebration at Merritt Island. This 
National Event is one of only three battlefield 
memorials that take place in Florida, the other 
two being Thomas Creek (Jacksonville) and 
Pensacola. 

 

 

 

Ladies Auxiliary member Betty Jones and 
her HODAR (Husband Of DAR) / Caloosa 
Compatriot John Jones (past 
Secretary/Treasurer) have one of the more 
arduous trip to attend our meetings. Living in 
the remote City of LaBelle (in Hendry 
County) they have a longer trip than most of 
us. We are always happy to see them at 
meetings. 

 

 

 

 

So, “at the end of the day”, Motor Yacht 
Caroline got underway with crew Sandy 
Trevor and Dean Traxler for one of the less 
arduous trips, returning home to Sanibel 
Island while avoiding all of the traffic snarls 
and landside challenges that the rest of us 
had to deal with. As our roads are clogged 
with tourists escaping from the winter chills 
in the north, this is an ideal way to carpe 
diem.  
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The Caloosa Chapter had first teamed with local 
DAR Chapters in 2015 to participate in the 
Southwest Florida Reading Festival. At that time, we 
deemed it a worthwhile activity that gave us exposure 
to people in our community, making them more 
aware of our support to local educational, historic, 
and patriotic programs. President Russ Radcliffe and 
past President Lee Matson were assisted by 
Compatriot Mike Buff (not shown) and members of 
local DAR Chapters, providing information and 
answering questions for visitors. 
 

 
The Festival began in 1999 and has enjoyed 
great success, now attracting more than 
20,000 visitors. The Festival is a free public 
event attracting people of all ages from 
across Southwest Florida and includes 
author events and signings, storytelling and 
demonstrations. It also includes over 80 
exhibitor booths representing local authors, 
educators, booksellers, literacy and cultural 
organizations. Participants include the Lee 
Library System Genealogy Department, the 
Florida Genealogical Society, and the 
Florida Historical Society. 
 

 
There were scheduling conflicts this year that took away 
some of the people who would otherwise be participating 
in this event. Most notably, the DAR Spring Conference 
took place in Orlando overlapping the date of the 
Festival. Nonetheless Andrea Perisho, Registrar of the 
Lawrence Kearny DAR Chapter (with Compatriot 
Radcliffe) and others from local DAR Chapters helped 
with providing information on both lineage societies. The 
Caloosa Chapter recruited several new members last year 
at the Festival, and we are hopeful that this year’s efforts 
will produce similar results.  

Incoming Chapter President Compatriot 
Dr. Russ Radcliffe, and his wife Mary, 
in a candid shot shortly before being 
installed as the new Chapter President. 

Southwest Florida Reading Festival 
March 19, 2016 
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The Florida Society SAR and the Florida Society DAR have a long-term, and 
to a degree symbiotic, relationship where each can, if it chooses, benefit from 
the other. This is particularly true in the realm of membership recruitment as 
the qualifications for each (with the obvious exception of gender) is virtually 
identical. The SAR has particularly benefitted from this factor by taking 
advantage of the vastly superior Genealogical Research System (GRS) 
operated by DAR. Moreover, since male bloodline relatives of DAR 
members are by definition qualified for membership in SAR, the application 
process is greatly simplified for those SAR applicants. 

 

At both of the state-wide conferences conducted by 
DAR each year, FLSSAR send representatives to 
staff an information table during conference hours. 
Because the DAR liaison (Compatriot Ralph Nelson) 
was traveling out of the country during the time of 
the conference, the Caloosa Chapter stepped up with 
Compatriot McGuire as the acting liaison, assisted 
by Compatriots Elam and Moody. Also helping in a 
big way was Compatriot Steve Williams from the 
Brevard Chapter (seen below with his flag display). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of the duties at the SAR table are to provide information, 
but the ladies seem to enjoy photos with gentlemen dressed in 
Revolutionary War uniforms.

Florida State Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
114th Annual State Conference March 17-20 Orlando 
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There are certainly several good leads that were 
generated for SAR membership by DAR male 
family members. We were also able to explain 
some SAR features that differ from the DAR, 
like having junior memberships for boys aged 0 
to 18, and a family discount plan that saves on  
fees when multiple applications are submitted 
together based upon the same patriot. 

 

One photo op enjoyed by this HODAR-Writer was one in 
which I was flanked by DAR Liaison Caroline Maney on my 
right and my WOSAR / Caloosa Ladies Auxiliary Member / 
Lawrence Kearny Chapter Regent Anne McGuire. For the 
uninitiated, a “HODAR” is a Husband Of DAR (which I 
proudly wear a pin so designating) and SAR not to be 
outdone, a “WOSAR” is a Wife Of SAR. Another DAR-
speak: they don’t buy chances on drawings, they donate 
“voices” which may lead to winning prizes. 

Other HODAR’s present at the conference (of 
which there were several) stopped by to chat. 

 

 

 

 

It was my honor and pleasure to have my picture taken with Madam 
Florida State Regent Ginger Poffenberger who leads the Florida State 
Society, having over 10,000 members in 104 chapters located 
throughout the state. The slogan of her administration: “Florida Sailing 
into the Future” as seen on the logo on the preceding page.  
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The Light Horse Harry Lee Color Guard of the 
Caloosa Chapter was honored and priviledged 
to participate in the organizing ceremonies of 
the new USS Hannah Chapter DAR. All of 
those ladies who worked together to make this 
event happen are to be commended.  

 

 

 

We gathered together at the River Hall Country 
Club in Alva on March 26th to participate in 
this celebration of the successful conclusion of 
many months of effort on the part of organizing 
regent Lee Moody and her group of organizing 
officers. 

 

 

 

 

 

The color guard formed up with commander Randy Moody in 
the lead followed by color bearer John Jones, musketeer Robert 
McGuire, and Private/General Russ Radcliffe to present the 
colors for the first time to the Chapter and its guests. 

 

  

USS Hannah Chapter DAR 
Organizing Ceremonies – March 26, 2016 
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After successfully swearing in the new officers and 
officially creating the chapter, organizing Regent Lee 
Moody and Florida State Regent Ginger Poffenberger 
had ample reasons to be happy as the Caloosa Color 
Guard stood by in the background. 

 

HODAR of Regent Lee Moody (Rev. Dr. Randy 
Moody) had some time to chat with Chief George 
Becker (USN Ret.) who was the keynote speaker for 
the program. He provided a fascinating story of the 
USS Hannah throughout her service to the fledgling 
United States Navy. Chief Becker is also a local school teacher, brother of one of the new chapter’s officers 
(Mary Ellen Becker) and a prospective member of the Caloosa Chapter himself. 

 

State Regent Poffenberger presented Chapter Regent 
Moody with a sailboat necklace charm – the symbol 
of the FSDAR – “Sailing into the Future”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randy Moody, Ginger Poffenberger, and Lee Moody stand in 
front of the American flag presented by the Caloosa Chapter in 
appreciation for the support that we have received from local 
DAR Chapters. It was an honor to participate at an organizing 
chapter’s recognition. There have been only three in the State 
of Florida in the past year.
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The Rev. Dr. Allen Webster Brown Jr. died Saturday, March 26, 2016. Born in Cooperstown, 
New York, he received his Bachelor of Science from the United States Naval Academy in 1955. 
He served twelve years in the USMC before beginning his career as an Episcopal priest. A 
graduate of the Philadelphia Divinity School, he received his D. Min. from Trinity Theological 
School in 1981. He was ordained as deacon March 20, 1966 and priest September 24, 1966 by 
his father, The Right Reverend Allen Webster Brown. Following his ordination he served on 
active duty as an Army Chaplain, including a tour of duty with the 4th Infantry Division in 
Vietnam. His military decorations include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal for Valor, 
and the Meritorious Service Medal.  

Leaving active duty in 1976, he served on the staff of the Bishop of Virginia and the Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church in New York. He served as a consultant for Congregational 
Development at the Episcopal Church Center from 1989 until retiring in 1996. After moving to 
Florida, he was active as assisting clergy at St. Luke’s Church in Fort Myers for many years. Dr. 
Brown possessed a servant’s heart for God and Country. 

Dr. Brown was an active member of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary serving as Commodore of 
the 7th District. He was also a member of the Military Officers Association of America, the 
Marine Corps League, and the Lee County School Board Committee for Pride & Patriotism. 

Compatriot Brown had been a member of the Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution 
since 2009 having joined under his mother’s DAR record copy for patriot Private Samuel Reed 
who fought in the Revolutionary War with the Massachusetts Militia. He was also a Charter 
Member of the Henry Samson Colony, Society of Mayflower Descendants with documented 
lineage to Mayflower passenger Francis Cooke. 

He is remembered with love and gratitude by his family and by his many friends, associates, 
colleagues, compatriots, Pilgrim cousins, and others whose lives he has touched. Donations in 
his memory may be made to: Southwest Military Museum and Library, 4820 Leonard St. Cape  
Coral, FL 33904, Attn: Ralph Santillo, Founder and President.

In Memoriam 
Compatriot 

Rev. Dr. Allen Webster Brown, Jr. 
1931 to 2016 
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Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #15 

The 
Caloosa Chapter Color Guard is named in honor of Henry Lee III, a Virginia patrician (and father of 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee) who became a captain in a Virginia dragoon detachment at the outbreak 
of the Revolutionary War. In 1778 he was promoted to Major and given command of a mixed corps of 
cavalry and infantry known as Lee’s Legion. During this period he earned the sobriquet of “Light Horse 
Harry” for his horsemanship. This unit became one of the best-known 

in the Continental Army’s history, 
and in 1780 Lee was given 
authorization to form a formal 
Legionary Corps. Many of the best 
soldiers from other units either 
volunteered or were specially 
invited to join its ranks. In 1780 
Lee was promoted to Lieutenant 
Colonel and on January 1, 1781 
the Legion was re-designated as 
the 2nd Partisan Corps, organized 

with 3 troops of horse and 3 troops of infantry. It was assigned to 
General Nathaniel Greene for service in the southern theater. 

Today, our Color Guard is the most visible public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Color 
Guardsmen provide an easily identifiable and colorful focal point at parades and memorial events. The 
variety of uniforms and flags invite children, spectators, and potential members to come forward and ask 
questions about the American Revolution. The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp is made up of members who 
come to meetings and events properly uniformed as either Continental Soldiers or Militiamen, or attired as 
Revolution-era clergymen. The Color Guard is available for participation in community events locally, as 
well as Regional and National celebrations. Read the SAR Guardsman Magazine at 
http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf . 

If you are interested in joining the Caloosa Chapter Color Guard, or have questions about it, contact the 
Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

http://www.sar.org/hq/colorguard/V4-I3sm.pdf�
mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
 

We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Abigail Adams was the first First Lady to live in the White House; 
she moved into the unfinished mansion in November 1800. She is 
now designated as the first Second Lady, and the second First 
Lady of the United States. 

Recessional 
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court and a 

nation of free men. 

In a letter dated March 31, 1776, Abigail Adams 
wrote to her husband, John Adams, urging him 

and other members of the Continental Congress 
not to forget about the nation’s women when 

fighting for America’s Independence from Great 
Britain. Nearly 150 years later the House of 

Representatives passed the 19th Amendment 
giving women the right to vote. 
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