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Volume X Issue VII Caloosa Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution Newsletter       April 2015 

Robert Lemmon, Soldier & Patriot 
Edited by Robert W. McGuire, Jr. 

I entered the service of the United States on August 25, 
1776 in Westmoreland County PA. I joined for 12 
months to do ranging service against the Indians in the 
western part of the state, towards Pittsburg where the 
Indians had been very troublesome. We scouted the 
frontiers until sometime in October.  
 
In December, a messenger came to our Colonel with 
word that the British were running over the Jerseys and 
that we must join General Washington at his 
headquarters in Morristown. The Virginia and Maryland 
troops had Small Pox very bad amongst them.  

 
We left Lancaster and took the road to Correll’s Ferry, 
then crossed the Delaware River at that place. The day 
after we arrived in January at Morristown, General 
Washington received us. The next day we left under 

General Maxwell and 
went through a little town 
called Chatam, and then 
on to Springfield that 
night. The next day we 
passed through 
Spanktown in Jersey, a 
mile and a half from 
Amboy where the British 
lie. We were stationed 
there through the winter 

and had skirmishes almost every day ‘til February. We 
had an engagement at a place called Ash Swamp, 
between Westfield and Spanktown. We killed a great 
many British there, as we were informed by deserters 
who came to us. We stayed at Spanktown until the end 
of March, when we marched 
back to Morristown. From 
there General Washington sent 
us to Philadelphia where I was 
discharged on May 25, 1777 
after having served nine 
months as Orderly Sergeant. 
 
We were discharged before 
our time was out because 
many of the officers and men 
had families in Westmoreland 
County, and the officers 
insisted on being permitted to 
return to that part of the country 
on account of the Indians1

 

 who 
had become very troublesome. 
We were discharged to go home 
for the better securing of our families. On my way home, 
I met my father and his family retreating from the 
Indians. I joined with them and went up to Cumberland 
County. 

I remained in Cumberland County until August of 1777 
on the Plantation of Captain George Crawford along 
with my father. Captain Crawford was called to raise 
troops and on March 10th he turned out a Volunteer 
Company for three months under him. We left and 
                                                           
1 Thayendanega, also known as Joseph Bryant, was 
instrumental in leading combined British, Loyalist, and Indian 
forces on raids in western New York and Pennsylvania. 
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immediately joined General Washington at his 
headquarters at White Horse, near Philadelphia. This 
was the first place that I 
saw Generals Lafayette 
and Wayne. 
 
We met the British who 
had come across at the 
head of the Elk and 
were at the battle of 
Brandywine in 
September. My 
commander, General 
Stephens from Virginia, 
got drunk and ordered a 
retreat when he should 
have ordered a charge. 
He never commanded 
again. The battle only 
lasted two or three hours until the retreat was sounded, 
otherwise we surely would have whipped them. The 
creek was almost stopped from running from the number 
of British that were in it – we killed a great many in the 
creek. 

 
On the retreat, 
General Stephens was 
overtaken by a light 
horseman who cut at 
him often, but he 
guarded himself with 
his gun. At length, he 
got into a ditch and 
fired, after which the 
rider wheeled his 
horse and hung on 
one side as if shot.  
 
After the battle, we 
marched up to Valley 
Forge and remained in 
that area until October 

25, 1777 where I was discharged as a Private soldier, 
having served two months and fifteen days. I returned to 
Cumberland County and remained there until the first of 
May 1778 when I turned out to volunteer under Captain 
William Love who was at Fort Wallace in Westmoreland 
County. We had repeated skirmishes with the Indians. I 
served until my three months had expired and returned 
home as a Private soldier, without a written discharge. 
After returning to Cumberland County, I made repeated 
scouts and excursions against the Indians for near to two 
years without being able to do much than to watch them. 
They had become very troublesome in the western part 
of the state until August 1780. 

 
I returned to 
Mecklenburg County 
NC, Charlotte 
Courthouse, and I 
remained there that 
fall and winter. The 
next spring, on the 15th 
of May 1781, I turned 
out as a mounted 
volunteer under 
Captain Thomas Patton 
who lived on the 
Catawba River in that 
County.  
 
We crossed the river 
over to Fort Motte on 
the south side, then met with General Middleton who 
took command. The troops from the high hill above the 
Santee River crossed the river at Nelson’s Ferry and we 
joined them under General Sumpter and General Green. 
We then marched through, or rather down, the country 
when we joined General Green who came across on the 
south side of the Congaree River where we first joined 
him.  
  
After being with 
Green only one 
day, we overtook 
the British at 
Eutaw Springs. 
We had an 
engagement at 
that place, 
repeated firing 
with the British, but 
they continued to 
retreat until we came 
up to the main battle. We returned back across the 
Congaree River at the same Ferry we crossed going out. 
 
We left General Green with the main army and returned 
back to Mecklenburg under our Colonel. The Regiment 
was kept together on account of the Tories until we 
arrived home.  
 
I was discharged August 25, 1781 at Hill’s Iron Works 
as a Private soldier after serving three months, ten days. 
I afterwards resided at McCord’s Ferry and was at 
Nelson’s Ferry on the Santee at the time that General 
Washington and Colonel Lee disbanded their troops in 
1784. 
 
 

The Battle of Brandywine 
September 11, 1777 

A scene from the Battle of 
Brandywine 

British Colonel John Butler along 
with Loyalists and Seneca warriors 
fought the Battle of Wyoming on 
July 3, 1778 which resulted in more 
than 300 Patriots killed in battle, 
while Joseph Bryant and the 
Mohawks were raiding communities 
further north. 

Battle of Eutaw Springs, September 
8, 1781 
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From Your Newsletter Editor 

 
More on Robert Lemmon 
At the age of 78, Robert Lemmon appeared in open 
court before Judge David Todd of the Circuit Court 
of Boone County MO on June 26, 1833 in an effort 
to obtain pension benefits resulting from an act of 
Congress June 7, 1832. He told his story under 
oath, which has been edited for the purpose of 
inclusion in this newsletter by shortening it and by 
making it more readable without changing the facts 
and circumstances as related by SGT Lemmon. 
 
Compatriots, 
 
My thanks to Compatriot Hal Theiss who sent me a 
document that he had discovered while researching 
his Patriot Ancestor William Lemmon, an older 
brother of Robert Lemmon whose pension 
application served as the basis of the preceding 
story. It gives some insight into a soldier’s life 
during the Revolution, and additionally the impact 
of Native Americans along the frontier. Some of the 
Indians assisted the colonists in their fight for 
independence, but many more sided with the 
British. The raids against American settlers by 
Indian warriors had a great significance to General 
Washington and the Continental Army as soldiers 
felt compelled to return to their homes to provide 
protection and to assist in planting and harvesting 
crops. 
 
Please give me your ongoing comments on how to 
make additional improvements to your newsletter 
and submit your items of interest for inclusion in 
the future issues. My goal is to publish issues 
monthly between October and May each year. 
Generally, an issue will be published shortly after 
each monthly meeting so if you have an item that 
relates to a particular date or event, please get me 
the information in sufficient time for me to fit it in. 
My email address is: rmcguire@slvx.com. Email 

remains our primary method of distributing the 
newsletter, and each month I try to update and make  
corrections to my two mailing lists. If you know of 
a member who is not receiving the Caloosa Patriot 
please let me know. I also have a separate email list 
for “Friends of Caloosa”. If you know of anyone 
who would like to be included on this list, simply 
send me their email address. 
 
I am again asking that my Caloosa Chapter 
Compatriots take a little time to research and write 
a story of their own patriot ancestor’s contributions 
to the founding of the United States of America. 
Whether they led troops in battle or served as a 
fifer, were a member of the Continental Congress or 
served as a local government official, took an oath 
to support the revolution or simply provided 
material support, they were a part of the foundation 
of this country. I believe that you will find it 
personally rewarding to undertake this effort, and 
that as your story is published in this newsletter, we 
will all benefit from a better understanding of the 
contributions made by these first-generation 
Americans. Please keep your stories to 1½ to 2 
pages and include one or two graphics if possible. I 
would hope to include one such article in each issue 
of the Caloosa Patriot in this next year. 

The Florida Patriot is the newsletter of the 
FLSSAR, and is available through a button on their 
website – www.flssar.org. It is generally published 
four times a year, although notice is not necessarily 
given when a new issue is out. The Spring 2015 
issue includes coverage of activities of the Caloosa 
Chapter on page 14 and on page 17. 

Thank you. 

Bob McGuire

 

mailto:rmcguire@slvx.com�
http://www.flssar.org/�
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Looking Ahead 

 

 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTES 
April    

19 Battle of 
Lexington/Concord 

 1775 

20 Patriot’s Day  Boston  
May    

1-3 FLSSAR BOM Orlando FL Annual Meeting 
4 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
7 JROTC Awards Ft. Myers Event Ctr.  

13 Chapter Meeting Helm Club NASA Presentation – Theiss 
16 Armed Forces Day   
25 Memorial Day   

June    
14 Flag Day   

26 to July 1 NSSAR 125th Congress Louisville KY  
July    

4 Independence Day   
August    
September    

3 Treaty of Paris 1783   
7 Labor Day   

12 Heroes Day Parade Cape Coral SW Florida Military Museum 
14 Patriot Day   
17 Constitution Day   

25-26 NSSAR Fall Leadership Louisville KY  
October    

5 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
7 Battle of King’s Mountain, 

SC 
 1780 

12 Columbus Day   
14 Chapter Meeting Helm Club Program TBD 

23-25 FLSSAR BOM Orlando FL  
November    

2 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
3 Election Day   
 Pride & Patriotism BB Mann Ctr. Fort Myers 

11 Veterans Day / Chapter 
Meeting (Annual) 

Helm Club Program TBD 

26 Thanksgiving   
December    

7 ExCom Military Museum Cape Coral 
9 Chapter Meeting Helm Club TBD 

25 Christmas   
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From the President 
Greetings 
Compatriots and 
Friends, 

Well, as we approach 
our summer recess we 
will have one more 
meeting in May.  The 
program for this 
meeting will be 
presented by 
Compatriot Hal 
Theiss.  He has 

previously presented a similar program dealing with 
his experience and participation in the Apollo and 
space shuttle programs at NASA. 

Our April meeting program was a presentation on 
the Hermione, the frigate that brought Marquis De 
Lafayette to America to fight with General 
Washington in the American Revolution.  The 
presentation was done by Brigitte van den Hove-
Smith, member of the Board, Florida chairman, 
Friends of Hermione - Lafayette in America.  The 
new L’Hermione is a replica of the original ship.  
The presentation included a video program showing 

the ship under construction, her launch and training 
of the crew. L’Hermione leaves France April 18th 
for a trans-Atlantic crossing to Yorktown Virginia.  
From there, she will continue making ports of call 
up the Eastern Seaboard.  In 2017, the plans are to 
have a return visit with Florida having ports of call. 

At the conclusion of her presentation, Chaplain 
General Rev. Dr. Randy Moody presented a $500 
donation from the Florida Society Sons of the 
American Revolution to the association.  She 
expressed many thanks for the donation.  She also 
received a Certificate of Appreciation for her 
presentation. 

In a closing note, I am asking Chapter members 
who observe the American Flag being properly 
flown, to let a member of the EXCOM the name of 
the individuals or institutions so that we may 
consider presenting them with a Flag Certificate. 

 

Lee Matson 
President Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR 
Vice President Southwest Region FLSSAR 

  

I had the pleasure of participating in the 
Court of Honor for Eagle Scout Michael 
J. Marchetti, II on April 4th and 
presenting him with the SAR Eagle Scout 
Medal and certificate. 
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Caloosa Chapter Leadership 
2014-2015 

Left to right: 
Chapter President/FLSSAR SW Region VP Lee Matson 
FLSSAR Sr. VP Lawrence Fehrenbaker 
Chapter Vice President Russ Radcliffe 
Registrar/Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Bob McGuire 
Secretary/Treasurer/Trustee John Jones 
Chaplain General/Color Guard Cmdr Randy Moody 

Not Shown: 
Sgt-at-Arms Richard Geib 
Member-at-Large Allen Brown 
Genealogist/Recording Secretary/Trustee Albert Myers 
Historian Hal Theiss 
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The SAR Foundation, Inc. 
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Kentucky Corporation headquartered in Louisville, KY. Its mission is 
to support the SAR. Additional information can be found on the website www.sarfoundation.org. On September 
25, 2010 the new state-of-the-art Genealogical Research Library was dedicated. Now that the library is 
complete, the Society is setting on expanding the National Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky to include a 
world-class museum experience centered on the American Revolution and its influence on freedom and 
independence everywhere. As of January 1, 2015, a new campaign will create “The 1776 Society” to move 
forward with two primary purposes: the creation of the world class SAR museum, and the creation of the new 
NSSAR endowment fund. Within the 1776 Society will be the “Founders Circle” recognizing benefactors who 
have provided a NSSAR legacy bequest in their estate plan. Please consider making a gift or bequest to the SAR 
Foundation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Your gift of $25 will earn you the SAR Patriot Car Magnet. Your gift of $10,000 will gain you 
recognition on the Patriot’s Memorial Wall. In between are numerous levels of tax-deductible 
contributions that will be recognized with pins and medals. 

The Center for Advancing 
America's Heritage 

Target Opening Date  

     - JULY 2015 

 

http://www.sarfoundation.org/�
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Chapter Facebook Page 

 
Compatriot Albert Myers keeps our Facebook page up-to-date with current 
activities.  The following link to the page can be entered into your web 
browser’s navigation bar (some recipients of the newsletter may be able to 
click on the link).   

 
https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR 

The Facebook page provides the most current and timely information and images covering Chapter programs 
and local happenings. Often there are updates posted by Compatriot Albert before the end of the day of an 
event. If members have items of interest, he also welcomes email submission of photos and information. Send it 
to aemyers.net/contact.  

 

New Web Page 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Webmaster Robert McGuire maintains a web page for the Chapter which is now available directly 
from your browser at www.caloosasar.org or www.caloosasar.com. It is also available through a link on the 
Florida Society web page. (www.flssar.org) and click on the “Chapters” button, then “Caloosa”.  You may also 
be interested in visiting the National Society Sons of the American Revolution webpage: www.sar.org which 
includes a “members only” section and access to the SAR Merchandise Store. 

The webpage has been recently updated and has added features including a 2015 Event Planner showing 
important dates and holidays. If you haven’t visited the webpage recently, please check it out and while you are 
at it, send me your ideas for additions and improvements. 

Our webpage provides contact information for each of the Chapter officers and trustees. Visitors will find 
information about our schedules and programs, and community activities. The webpage also includes links to an 
archive of previous issues of the Caloosa Patriot. 

            

https://www.facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR�
mailto:aemyers.net/contact�
http://www.caloosasar.org/�
http://www.caloosasar.com/�
http://www.flssar.org/�
http://www.sar.org/�
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Nota Bene 
Ladies Auxiliary, FLSSAR 

The objectives of the Ladies Auxiliary are in common with the FLSSAR. In addition, they are to: 

• Provide SAR wives, widows, and female relations of SAR members with a method of supporting the 
SAR 

• Support patriotic activities of the SAR 
• Participate in projects for the SAR 
• Further cooperation between the SAR and other patriotic societies 
• Educate the public about the SAR 
• Aid the SAR at its annual Conferences and other meetings 
• Enhance the social environment of the SAR 

 
 

 

 

 

NSSAR Congress 

2015  The 125th Congress will be held at the Galt House, Louisville KY from Saturday June 27 through 
Wednesday July 1, 2015. Remember NSSAR Headquarters and Museum are located in Louisville. The host 
state, Kentucky, in conjunction with NSSAR will offer exclusive tours of local attractions and historic sites as 
well as enjoyable social gatherings for meals and conversation with members, their spouses, and friends. 

2016  The 126th NSSAR Annual Congress will be held in Boston, MA. 

Flag Day June 14th 2015 
§174. Time and occasions for display (a) It is the universal custom to display the flag only from sunrise to 
sunset on buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when a patriotic effect is desired, the 

flag may be displayed twenty-four hours a day if properly illuminated during the hours of darkness. 
http://www.usflag.org/uscode36.html#171 

 

One regular activity of the Ladies Auxiliary is to create gift 
baskets for each of the Chapters that are auctioned at BOM 
meetings. Money raised by sales of chances is primarily 
used to supplement the prize money awarded by FLSSAR 
to the state winners of the four youth contests. 

Elizabeth Moore and Anne McGuire were assisted by 
Elizabeth’s granddaughter, Briana Cloutier, in preparing 
the Caloosa Chapter basket for the Spring BOM. Pre-sales 
at the Chapter meeting have already raised an additional 
$75. 

http://www.usflag.org/uscode36.html#171�
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Highlights of the April ExCom Meeting 
 
The Executive Committee (ExCom) of the Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR met on April 6, 2015 at the Southwest 
Florida Military Museum & Library in Cape Coral. In accordance with Chapter Standing Rules, the ExCom is 
responsible for general policy development and operation of the Chapter. Its membership consists of elected 
officers of the Chapter and its meetings are open to any Chapter member. It generally meets on the first Monday 
of each month, October through May at the Military Museum. The host site offers lunch for $7.50, and those 
who wish get together for a meal at noon prior to the formal meeting. No reservations are required. 
 

• Compatriot President Matson reported that he is visiting Chapters in the SW Region in his role as 
FLSSAR SW Regional Vice President. Since the 2014 meeting in Charlotte was well-received, it will be 
repeated (again in Charlotte) in August. 

• Compatriot Secretary Jones reported that one former member (Matthew Kincade) has been reinstated. 
He noted that copies of the By-laws and Standing Rules were emailed to members on April 4th, and 
presented official copies for the President’s signature. The minutes of the February ExCom were 
unanimously approved. 

• Compatriot Treasurer Jones reported that the trust fund was over $40,000 and continuing to grow. 
Recent expenses are running a bit over budget, primarily due to paying for lunches for guests and 
speakers, including the recent public service medal awardees. The Treasurer’s report was unanimously 
approved. 

• Compatriot Registrar McGuire reported progress on bringing in new members, including three whose 
applications are now at NSSAR for final review. Chapter membership as of April 1st was 70 members 
total. Compatriot Newsletter Editor and Webmaster McGuire reported newsletter distribution now at 
about 130 total and website “hits” continuing to increase monthly. The website has recently been revised 
and updated. 

• In the absence of Color Guard Commander Compatriot Randy Moody, Compatriot McGuire reported 
that the Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp participated in the commemoration of the Last Naval Battle of the 
Revolution on March 7th at Merritt Island, FL. 

• Compatriot Genealogist Myers stated that he has not had recent requests for his assistance, and is 
available to render such assistance if asked. He continues to recruit men at Shell Point. 

• Compatriot Historian Theiss is deciding what documents to retain and how to retain them. He is 
archiving items in electronic form as much as possible. The ExCom gave him authority to make 
decisions about retaining. Individual members may be asked to assist with the archiving by taking a box 
or bundle of materials and scanning items onto a flash drive with results given to Compatriot Theiss. 

• Under the item Old Business, it was reported that four Compatriots staffed the SRA table at the Lee 
County Library Reading Festival – McGuire, Jones, Matson, and Radcliffe. The Chapter table was next 
to the DAR table, and both organizations believed that the event was a great success and would lead to 
additional new members. Compatriot Thiess will present a program on NASA in May. Additional 
programs are needed for the autumn. 

• Under the item New Business, monetary awards 
supporting contests were discussed. Compatriot 
Matson previewed the upcoming BOM. There was 
discussion of how to get school teachers to assist in 
essay participation by students. There was discussion 
of using funds for purchase of uniforms by members 
wishing to join the color guard. It was agrees to offer 
$50 toward a partial uniform and $100 toward a full 
uniform. SW Florida Military Museum & Library 

4820 Leonard St, Cape Coral, FL 33904 
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Our Calendar of Events 
Helm Club at the Landings Yacht Golf and Tennis Club 

4420 Flagship Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
(off McGregor Blvd first light South of College Pkwy) 

 

Meetings are held Monthly on the 2nd Wednesday 
October through May 

The gathering will begin at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon. 
Cost for the lunch is $20.00 per person paid at the door. 

Since we started meeting at the Helm Club in the Fall of 2013, the kitchen and wait staff have consistently presented 
delicious meals at our meetings in an attractive and comfortable setting. Meetings are also an opportunity to spend time 

with an interesting group of men who share a common bond as descendents of patriots of the American Revolution. While 
a majority of our members reside in Lee County, other parts of Florida and at least 15 other States are represented as well. 

Our meetings are open to all interested persons, and we particularly welcome Compatriots from other parts of the country 
who are visiting our area. 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot VP Russell Radcliffe at 
russradcliffe@gmail.com, call (239) 949-6620 or mail  

20455 Wildcat Run Drive, Estero FL 33928 
Please info-copy Compatriot John Jones – john.jones.2009@comcast.net 

2015 Program Schedule 
April 8th  Hermione-Lafayette 2015 Project presentation by Brigitte van den 

Hove-Smith 
May 13th   Presentation about NASA by Compatriot Hal Theiss 

 
Summer Break – June through September 

mailto:russradcliffe@gmail.com�
mailto:john.jones.2009@comcast.net�
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In Memoriam  

and New Members Inducted 
I am pleased to report that the Chapter has had no known losses in the past month, either through passing or 
other attrition. On the other hand, our only new member this month was one of the seasonal residents who 
attends our meetings with regularity (as do a number of other “snowbirds”) and who has decided to become a 
Caloosa Chapter member along with retaining his primary state and chapter memberships. Welcome aboard 
Compatriot Peck!  

Ronald Lee Peck has become the second 
“Dual Member” of our Chapter (along 
with Michael Corso). Compatriot Peck’s 
application was approved by FLSSAR on 
March 7, 2015 and he was assigned FL 
number 10894. 

Compatriot Peck’s primary membership 
is in the Lewis & Clark Chapter of the 
Illinois Society, SAR. 

Monthly meetings provide an opportunity 
for prospective members and their wives 
to meet Caloosa Chapter members and 
each other. In this case Dr. Wesley 
Higgins and Mr. and Mrs. Alan Crippen 
discussed their interest in genealogy with 
Registrar Bob McGuire. We encourage 
anyone with an interest in SAR to attend 
one of our meetings to learn more. 
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Chapter Luncheon Happenings 

April 8th Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Call to Order and Opening 

President Matson convened the meeting with the usual opening 
ceremonies which included the Pledge of Allegiance, The 
American’s Creed and the SAR Pledge. Members attending the 
meetings are well advised to check the printed programs which 
are distributed to the tables, as one may find that their name is 
listed as leading one of these recitations. 

Meet and Greet 

This time provides enables prospective 
new members to mingle and chat with 
Chapter members and officers. 

The kitchen and wait-staff of the Helm Club 
invariably present a delicious and enjoyable 
meal (including awesome dessert) in a lovely 
setting as a prelude to our monthly program 
activities. 
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Vice president Russ Radcliffe and Chaplain 
General Randy Moody have a pleasant chat 
with guest speaker Brigitte van den Hove-
Smith before lunch is served. 

President Lee Matson introduced our distinguished 
guest speaker, Brigitte van den Hove-Smith, to 
members and guests attending the April meeting of 
the Caloosa Chapter. Brigitte van den Hove-Smith 
created a program in 2004 in coordination with the 
Embassy of France in Washington DC and the 
General Consulate of France to award the 
prestigious Legion of Honor to the Southwest 
Florida WW II veterans who fought in Europe for 
the liberation of France and Europe. She has 
received the insignia of the Chevalier in the Legion 
of Honor, the highest honor from the French 
Republic.  
 
 
 
She is Honorary Regent, Big Cypress Chapter of 
Naples DAR, Chairman of the Collier County 
Museums, founder of the French Community 
Association, and member of the Military Officers 
Association, the Italian Cultural Society, the 
Naples Botanical Gardens, and the Opera Naples 
Guild just to name a few of her activities.  
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At the end of the program, members had an 
opportunity to enter a raffle that will be held at 
the upcoming BOM in Orlando, enabling them 
to win a basket even without being present. The 
Caloosa Chapter basket was made and donated 
by Ladies Auxiliary member Elizabeth Moore. 

The story of the Hermione reconstruction included 
not only the use of techniques of the period, but 
also the restoration of the same drydocks where 
the original ship and three sisters were built in 
1779. In 1780 Marquis de Lafayette made good his 
promise to George Washington to return with 
France’s support for the American rebellion 
seeking independence from Britain. L’Hermione 
was joined by three more new frigates, several 
ships of the line, and 5,000 troops – an effort that 
was instrumental to the cause of freedom in 
America. 

The Caloosa Chapter and the Florida 
Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution, are happy to be able to 
support this worthy project and to 
recognize the very substantial 
contributions made by the Florida Friends 
of Hermione Lafayette in America in 
making it a success. 
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Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp 
There are plenty of opportunities to put on a uniform and support the Chapter in community events. I hope that 
members will consider joining the color guard, and I will be happy to assist if I can. I am sure that other current 
members of the Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp will answer questions and provide advice as well. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Color Guard or have questions about it, contact the Florida Sons of Liberty 
Brigade Commander who is also Caloosa Chapter’s Lighthorse Harry Lee Camp Commander Randy Moody at 
sarrevdoc@comcast.net. 

A call to arms! No, the British aren’t coming, but we still need to march to the alarm. The public appearances of 
the Color Guard are an excellent recruiting opportunity while educating the public. In addition, the Color Guard 
adds pageantry to Chapter and Society meetings while respecting the sacrifices of our patriot ancestors. A basic 
militia uniform consists of the following: 

• A hat – either tricorn or round 
• A hunting shirt 
• A white or checkered shirt 
• Long britches or fall-front trousers 
• Shoes (not necessarily buckle, since long pants will cover the buckle area 

All of these items are readily available from various vendors – approximate costs: hunting shirt@$55; white 
shirt@$45; trousers@$85. Total without hat or shoes, less than $200. Hats are a wide range of prices from 
about $75 to more than $200. The Chapter has a “loaner” tricorn hat to get you started. Don’t put it off, act 
NOW! 

  

mailto:sarrevdoc@comcast.net�
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LaFayette’s  
Hermione    Voyage 2015 

 
Our featured program speaker for the April meeting was Brigitte van den Hove-
Smith, Florida Chairman and Member of the Board, Friends of Hermione-Lafayette 
in America. Her presentation detailed the project which has spanned some 20 years, 
and included the resurrection of a shipyard and drydock in Rochefort France where 
the L’Hermione was originally built through to her departure this week in the 
footsteps of Marquis de Lafayette to America in 1780 to fight in the American 
Revolution.   

Compatriot Chaplain General Randy Moody 
explained how the Caloosa Chapter took the 
initiative to obtain recognition and a $500 
donation from the Florida Society, Sons of the 
American Revolution to support the Lafayette-
Hermione Voyage 2015 project. 

Beginning at Yorktown in early June, 
L’Hermione will make 12 port-calls on the east 
coast before returning to France in mid-July. 

The Florida Friends of Hermione Lafayette in 
America will have their reception on board 
L’Hermione on Sunday June 28th in 
Philadelphia.  

Brigitte van den Hove-Smith’s presentation 
included an excellent video showing the 
construction, launching, and sailing on 
L’Hermione. Details included an explanation of the 
crew organization which includes officers of the 
French Navy and volunteers. There are 3 complete 
crews for the first voyage: one for the trans-Atlantic 
voyage from France to Yorktown VA, one for the 
coastal cruise up the US seaboard, and one for the 
return trip to France. 
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Sons of the American Revolution Medals 
We continue with our series on medals that your Chapter has presented in the past. These medals and awards 
are presented to both members and non-members for achievements in various areas.  There are requirements 
established for awarding the various medals.  I thought that it would be interesting for you to understand the 
requirements for these medals. The requirements are taken from the National Society SAR website.   I’ve also 
included a picture of the medal.   
 
Lee Matson 

 

Martha Washington Medal 

 

Your Chapter has presented several Martha Washington Medals recently. We are 
particularly utilizing this medal to recognize DAR members who have assisted in 
recruiting new members into the Caloosa Chapter. 
 
The Martha Washington Medal was authorized in 1971 and may be given by the National 
Society, a state society, or a chapter to a woman over 18 years of age in recognition of 
outstanding service to SAR. Oak Leaf Clusters may be presented to an individual if she 
qualifies by service to SAR rendered subsequent to the presentation of the medal or an oak 
leaf cluster. This medal may be awarded at the Chapter, State and National levels and may 
be awarded more than once if one of those awards is made by the National Society. A 
DAR may receive the Martha Washington Medal and the SAR Medal of Appreciation (on 
separate occasions) if her service warrants it. 
 
The medal is gold in color and bears on the obverse a portrait of Martha Washington 
within the inscription "SAR Martha Washington Award." It is suspended from a chest 
ribbon of the SAR colors and is accompanied by a certificate which should be engrossed 
and presented with the medal and a miniature medal. 
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The Board of Management exercises management and control over the Florida Society, and meets three times a 
year commencing with the Annual Meeting which is also the Spring Meeting. All members of the FLSSAR are 
welcome to attend the BOM meetings, as are their ladies. During the Annual Meeting, the election of officers is 
conducted along with acting on other business as is properly before the Board. 
 
Individuals who are interested in attending the Spring BOM and Annual Meeting should visit the FLSSAR 
website and click on the “BOM” Tab. The meal reservation form should be sent to Steve Williams on or before 
April 25, 2015. Lodgings reservations should be made directly with the Florida Hotel as instructed. The 
schedule for the Spring 2015 BOM meeting is below:  

FLSSAR BOM 2015 Spring Meeting 
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The Official Pledge to the S.A.R. 
We, the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their 
sacrifice, established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the 

principles of liberty and our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves 
to defend them against every foe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recessional 
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, 

who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent 
Supreme Court and a nation of free men. 
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