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Passing of a Legend 

 

The Dean of the Caloosa Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution passed away this past 

week.  Guy was a member for over 36 years and past President of the chapter on four occasions.  

He also served as an officer of the chapter every year he was a member and was currently 

serving as Chapter Historian.  In recent years, Guy and his lovely wife Jeanette, hosted the 

executive committee meeting at their home each month and treated them with cookies and 

coffee during the meeting. 

We will have more on Guy Walton’s life in the May edition of the “Caloosa Patriot”.  As a 

tribute to him in this issue, I have included elsewhere, an adaptation of a poem written by James 

Weldon Johnson at the beginning of the last Century entitled “Go down, Death”  

May R. Guy Walton rest in peace as he is met at the gates of Heaven by his patriot ancestors. 

 

Roland Guy Walton 

July 9, 1923 - April 3, 2013 

https://www.sar.org/


From the President 

Compatriots, 

Our March meeting was a first for us since it was held on a Saturday.  The 

primary purpose was to have a meeting that would allow junior members and 

other members who could not attend a weekday meeting to attend at least one 

meeting. I believe that the meeting was a success as we had three junior 

members present who participated in the program.  In addition, Compatriot 

Nathaniel Hemingway, a local high school history teacher, presented a very interesting program 

on the Battle of Bunker Hill.  

We also presented Compatriot William (Bill) Mellor the SAR Silver Good Citizenship Medal.  

This medal can only be awarded with the approval of the state society.  It was with great pride 

we could present Bill with this medal. 

Your chapter officers have discussed many ways to better engage all members in the chapter 

activities.  At our last executive meeting it was discussed that we should have at least one 

Saturday meeting each year.   

Our Color Guard could use additional members.  Most color guard activities are on weekends or 

holidays and would be an excellent opportunity for members who cannot attend regular 

meetings or junior members to participate in activities of our chapter.    If a junior member or 

regular member would be interested be sure to contact Color Guard Commander Randy Moody 

at sarrevdoc@comcast.net .   

Our recruiting activities are in full gear.  I, as the Registrar, am pleased to announce that we 

have several new applicants that have either been submitted to State and National for approval 

or are very close.  Many of these referrals are due to the submission of names by DAR 

members.  We will be announcing a special awards program for those DAR members who refer 

members to the Caloosa Chapter of SAR.  

On April 29
th
 we will be presenting Certificates and Medals at the Lee County JROTC Awards 

Ceremony at The Harborside Event Center in downtown Fort Myers.   

We will also be presenting Good Citizenship Certificates and Medals to graduating High School 

Seniors in the public high schools in Lee County.  If any member would like to present any of 

these Certificates to a particular high school, please contact me as soon as possible. 

I ask that if you have comments or ideas that would allow the chapter to further the ideals of the 

Sons of the American Revolution, please email me at lmatson@hotmail.com. 

 

Lee W. Matson, President, 

Caloosa Chapter FLSSAR 

Sons of the American Revolution 

mailto:lmatson@hotmail.com


Calendar of Events 

Regular Meeting Wednesday April 10, 2013 11:30 am 

Hilton Garden Inn (near Edison College)  

12600 University Dr.  

Fort Myers, FL 33907 

Guest Speaker will be Compatriot Philip Moody 

His presentation will give us insight into the Battle of Lexington & Concord 

that occurred 238 years ago this month. 

Please RSVP for meetings to:  Compatriot Earl Kennedy - 8381 Arborfield Ct.  

Fort Myers, FL 33912 – earlwk@embarqmail.com - 239-292-6854 

 
April 13, 2013 – Memorial Service for Compatriot Guy Walton – 2:00 pm 

Saint Luke's Episcopal Church - 2635 Cleveland Ave. - Ft. Myers FL  33901  

Bravo uniform of the day (SAR members) will be worn in honor of our fallen compatriot 

 

 
April 27, 2013 – Color Guard for the Pioneer Club of Lee County – 11:00 am 

 Lee County Civic Center – 11831 Bayshore Rd – North Ft. Myers FL 33917 

 

 
May 3-5, 2013 – Florida Society of SAR Board of Management Meeting 

Kissimmee Florida 

 

 

Chapter Facebook Page 
Caloosa Chapter has a Facebook page where many photos of our events can be viewed.  The 

following link to the page can be entered into your web browser’s navigation bar (some 

recipients of the newsletter may be able to click on the link).  

https://facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR  

 

 

mailto:earlwk@embarqmail.com
https://facebook.com/CaloosaChapteroftheSAR


Color Guard 

 

Two of our members traveled to Merritt Island near Cape Canaveral to help commemorate the 

last naval battle of the Revolutionary War that occurred off the East Coast of Florida near 

present day Cape Canaveral.  Chaplain General Randy Moody participated in the Ceremony and 

our Vice President Philip Moody joined the Florida Society massed Color Guard for the event 

as shown above. 

March Meeting Notes 

 
At our March Meeting Compatriot William H. Mellor was awarded the SAR Silver Good 

Citizenship Medal from the Florida Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.  

Compatriot Mellor is an active citizen improving his community and the world.  A few of his 

qualifications: 

1. Military: WWII served in the Navy in the Pacific theater performing aerial 

reconnaissance. 

2. Conservation: Established Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve, Florida’s first aquatic preserve 

presenting case law to the Florida Supreme Court proving public ownership of the land. 

3. Education: Certified firearms instructor teaching gun safety to law enforcement and the 

public. 

4. Conservation: Co-founded Lee County Conservation Association convincing the Florida 

Legislature to pass the first aquatic preserve law in the United States while serving as its 

President. 

5. Government: Served as a Commissioner of the Fort Myers Beach Fire Control District. 

6. Veterans: Founding member in 1951 (wife Pat was founding President of its Ladies 

Auxiliary in 1952) of Melvin Cowart Post 247 American Legion in Fort Myers serving in 

various leadership roles. 

7. Church: Leader in First Presbyterian Church of Fort Myers serving on the Session 

 

Congratulations to Bill for this prestigious honor. 

 

Photo by G. Donnan 



Pictures from March 

 
President Lee Matson, Bill Mellor, & Past Presidents Moody & Myers presenting 

the Silver Good Citizenship Award and Medal 

 

      
Our Junior members who participated in the March meeting   President Matson presenting Bill Lupfer his War 

    Daniel Wood, Joseph Kennedy, & Tyler Hemingway             Service Medal for WW II & Korea 

 

At the meeting our Rumbaugh oratorical winner for this year Bethany Namour, graced the 

chapter with the Speech she gave at the State BOM meeting in January. 

 

Compatriot Nathan Hemingway, gave us an idea what it was like at the commonly known 

Battle of Bunker Hill. 



 In Memory of Roland Guy Walton 
The following is an adaptation as mentioned earlier in this newsletter. 

Go Down, Death 

Weep not, weep not, 
He is not dead; 

He's resting in the bosom of Jesus. 
Heart-broken wife--weep no more; 
Grief-stricken son--weep no more; 

Left-lonesome daughter --weep no more; 
He only just gone home. 

 
Last week in the early morning, 

God was looking down from his great, high heaven, 
Looking down on all his children, 

And his eye fell on Compatriot Guy, 
Tossing on his bed of pain. 

And God's big heart was touched with pity, 
With the everlasting pity. 

 
And God sat back on his throne, 

And he commanded that tall, bright angel standing at his right hand: 
Call me Death! 

And that tall, bright angel cried in a voice 
That broke like a clap of thunder: 

Call Death!--Call Death! 
And the echo sounded down the streets of heaven 
Till it reached away back to that shadowy place, 
Where Death waits with his pale, white horses. 

 
And Death heard the summons, 

And he leaped on his fastest horse, 
Pale as a sheet in the moonlight. 

Up the golden street Death galloped, 
And the hooves of his horses struck fire from the gold, 

But they didn't make any sound. 
Up Death rode to the Great White Throne, 

And waited for God's command. 
 

And God said: Go down, Death, go down, 
Go down to Fort Myers, Florida, 

Down on the Caloosahatchee, 
And find Compatriot Guy. 

He's borne the burden and heat of the day, 
He's labored long in my vineyard, 

And he's tired-- 
He's weary-- 

Go down, Death, and bring him to me. 
 

And Death didn't say a word, 
But he loosed the reins on his pale, white horse, 
And he clamped the spurs to his bloodless sides, 

And out and down he rode, 
Through heaven's pearly gates, 
Past suns and moons and stars; 



On Death rode, 
Leaving the lightning's flash behind; 

Straight down he came. 
 

While we were watching round his bed, 
He turned his eyes and looked away, 

He saw what we couldn't see; 
He saw Old Death.  He saw Old Death 

Coming like a falling star. 
But Death didn't frighten Compatriot Guy; 

He looked to him like a welcome friend. 
And he whispered to us: I'm going home, 

And he smiled and closed his eyes. 
 

And Death took him up like a baby, 
And he lay in his icy arms, 

But he didn't feel a chill. 
And death began to ride again-- 

Up beyond the evening star, 
Into the glittering light of glory, 
On to the Great White Throne. 

And there he laid our Compatriot 
On the loving breast of Jesus. 

 
And Jesus took his own hand and wiped away his tears, 

And he smoothed the furrows from his face, 
And the angels sang a little song, 
And Jesus rocked him in his arms, 
And kept a-saying: Take your rest, 

Take your rest. 
 

Weep not--weep not, 
He is not dead; 

He's resting in the bosom of Jesus. 
 

 

Roland Guy Walton 

July 9, 1923 - April 3, 2013 
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